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.    .  CONTlifUfiJi. 


Flush'd  M  his  pallid  &ce,  and  4K>iiatleifl  bcm 

His  languid  pulse, 

^-  the  poet's  heart, 

Waa  ail  unfittad  for  ilt  earthiv  nark  CiiAjr*#i 

'T^Hfi  busy  time  again  succeeded^  and 
Orlahdo,  whose  tervices  of  dbuive  bacanie 
lAofe  important  4i»  his  knowledge  of  bu$i* 
ness  ihcraajied,  was  prevented  from 
HtfMi^SI^I  any  lortii^  time  wmmtrftUnKui 

^ailMQi^4hal  afift^  by  a  Sunday  fveoli^ 
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visit.    Mr.  Weston's  disordered  nerves 
and  decreased  appetite,  again  aw<Ae  the 
alarm  of  his  wife,  and  the  extreme  aoli* 
citude  of  Mr.  Barnard  and  his  isnnily, 
each  of  whom  felt  for  him  all  the  interest, 
which  near  relationship,  or  long  friend- 
ship could  iiave  inspired*    His  pale 
looks  and  shrunken  form  were,  from  oh* 
vious  reasons,  more  striking  to  Orlando 
than  my  other  person;  and  the  poor 
jouth,  alarmed  and  afflicted  heyond  mea* 
sure,  at  length  prevailed  upop  his  mother 
to  send  for  that  medical  assistance,  which 
die  father,  from  motiMaef  economyp  hful 
hitherto  denied  himself* 

Mrs.  Weston,  though  not  equally 
alarmed,  was  the  better  enabled  to  com- 
ply with  her  ton^s  request,  becacise  hia 
£»|Jber's  jioem  had  ahready  entered  ^  a^ 
cpAd  edition,  the  money  for  which.;M 
hefif^  honourably  paid,,  and  had  induce^ 
ftbe  purchaser  tooffiur  regular  an4r«diM»* 
tmmi^fr^  ^wpi^y^f^  iQ  Mr*  Wf^sl^iMi# 

j^fiftdical  pubjicatiam  XJ^.doctpr 
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cor4inglj  camQ,  and  gave  it  as  hh^  d»« 
cided  opinion,  that  Mr.  Weston  mmt 
imnMdiately  remove  to  country  lodgings, 
or  at  least  go  every  night  to  sleep  at  sono 
distance  from  town. 

In  their  circumstancesi  there  could  be 
no  doubt  but  that  it  was  desirable  tbat 
they  should  remove  immediatelyt  as 
Mr,  Weston's  employment  could  be  car^ 
ried  on  any  where ;  but  the  friendship 
diey  felt  for  Mr.  Bamard^s  fiunily,  and 
the  many  comforts  tliey  enjoyed  iron 
their  kindness,  rendered  this  a  step  to 
which  they  felt  almost  unequal ;  and  a* 
the  Bernards  could  not  persuade  them  i0 
it,  it  was  at  length  setlled»  that  a  lodging 
should  be  taken  at  Kensington  ibr  Mrt 
Weston  only,  ^nd  it  was  hoped  that  the 
daily  walk  or  ride  be  would  take  to  town^ 
might  .be  one  of  the  first  means  of  his 
recovery. 

Th^t  it>  would  have  been  so  there  is  no 
dofibt,  ii'  the  expense  xp-hImUi  i% 
je«^  him^  bad  opt  so  fju:  pr€^  ed  Qp  h» 
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tpiritSt  as  to  counteract  in  a  great  mea- 
sure the  good  which  he  received  i  still 
his  wife  and  son,  in  their  anxiety  for  his 
welfare^  urged  him  to  persevere,  and  he 
obeyed  their  wishes,  though  so  mudi  of 
kts  time  was  unavoidably  consumed  that 
it  became  impossible  for  him  to  devote 
that  time  to  his  engagement  which  it 
requiredt  and  whidi  was  at  length  una- 
voidably withdrawn. ' 

Just  before  this  circumstance  took 
place,  Mr*  Barnard  had  received  a  com- 
mission from  a  nobleman  who  had  known 
him  in  early  life,  to  paint  him  a  picture,  . 
which  he  wished  to  be  done  at  his  own 
seat  in  Nottinghamshire.  So  unpleasant 
to  the  paintdr  was  this  part  of  the  requi- 
sition  that,  although  this  was  tlie  first 
pleasurable  recognition  he  had  met  with 
Hmce  his  return  to  his  own  country, 
he  would  have  declined  it  but  for  the  . 
persuasions  and  remonstrAaces  of  his 
-KrMW  V  wtfo  -nghtly  perceived  that  it  was 
ft»hiDge  oo  which  his  future  fortune* 
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might  turiit  and  though  truly  grateful 
fpr  his  avjowed .  pretisrence  to  his  own 
Jioiiie^.isbe  yet.  lurgisd  hit  reoHMl  to 
the  Mat  of  the  nohlemaii  who  ^plpyod 
him.  • '  '  * ' 

'  /  As  his  stay  was  likely  to  continue  foe 
some  time,  the  first  care  of  his  ever  pro* 
videot  and  .active  wiH^  wis  to  ksMii 
llieir  expenses  by.  providing  her  iootpboy 
with  a  better  place  j  her  next  was  to  offer 
her  own  bed  to  her  friend,  and  intreat 
her  to  disdiarge  her  lodgings  ;^aad»  in 
order  to  save  her  any  painirom  the  sense 
of  accepting  too  much,  she  ofiered  to 
board  Mrst  Weston  coostantlyt  and  her 
^hgAmA.^BVm^^  very  modenite 
•tipend. 

This  truly  kind  o£fer  was  thankfully 
accepted,  and  all  arrears  due  to  the  houi^e 
were  iaimedietely  disdiarged,  beoause 

:Jdrs» Bernard. sew  that  the  people  who 

had  let  them^tiie  roo«kfl^wi>r^  anig'^Y 

>the  new  plen  whidi  wet  eoCeradf  iefaH  vmI 
would  not  £bu1  to  be  impertifient  if  aqy 
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apeniog  wefe  kiif  and  the  could  notbcMr 

tluit  a  person^  whose  very  being  luiog  on 
80  slender  a  thread  as  Mr«  Westoa^  or 
meek  and  unofiending  a  CfMtor*  m 
tiis^wiie  should  be  subject  to  kx>ki  «f 
oustrust  or  insoleace  irom  those  under 
the  same  roof  j  and  witli  all  her  sugges* 
tions  they  prudently  complied. 
.  BuielMl  «t  this  tame  tlieywwe  a  little 
kidebted  to  their  butchery  aod  m  little 
more  to  their  grocer }  wbo^  finding  that 
they  had  ceased  to  be  customers,  began 
fi^beteryimportunat*.  Fearfiii  thereibw 
ef  involving  himself  beyond  all  boundt^ 
Mr*  Weston  gave  up  his  lodgii^s  at  Ken<^ 
sington^  just  when  .they  had  really  be- 
come  serviceable  to  him,  and  applied 
Jmneelf  to  eeek  that  emfdoj^ssMit  which, 
as  yet»  he  was  little  able  to  undertake.  . 

At  the  time  when  Mrs«  Barnard  paid 
fcer  quarter's  rent,  the  mistressi  of  the 
iMrfisa  teipnmahmA'  lier  With  having  in- 
veigled her  lodgers  away,  and  so  pm« 
jroked  her  that  she  aciualiy  gave  ku 
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vnan  or  tbx  wmmn,  f 

m&tkcM  to  yiit ;  a  notke  whtcli  wmi»  whea 
tkeaffiiic  waftTeprcMnted  to  Mr.Barnardi 
luUy  C9nfirmed  by  him  y  for  the  slightest 
eienee  to  his  wile  was  one,  (perhtiis  lilt 
mkfmm  be  nevar  could  foi^giin^)  aii4 
irom  (bis  momeat  peculiar  malice  wat 
exerted  against  the  Westons,  as  tlie 
•conscioae  moferv  q£  aU« 

One  morning,  when  Mrs*  Bameed  wif 
let  out  to  pick  up  a  bit  oi' some  tiling  sice 
and  cbeapt  to  tempt  poor  Weston,  witt^ 
she  was  overtaken  by  Seraphina,  wbo^ 
ijfiog  after  her  withcot  her  bal^  bat 
pefe  expressive  countenance  inftrmsi 
her  in  a  moipent  that  something  terrible 
had  happened.  Losing  not  a  moment  she 
iStimie4emlibund.Mr.Westcn  agitated^ 
pale,- end  irenbling,  on*  the  top  .  of  thq 
stairs,  between  two  men,  and  his  wifii 
fiunting^  but  unaided,  leaning  against  the 
vrnU*  » 

w  Whaf s  all  this  attoptrf"  iiiiiii  li— i  - 
fiamard,  assuming  a  look  of  courage 
which  she  w;as  iar  from  feeling*  / 

B  4 
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I  m  airerted  by  DAvkkno,  tbegro* 
cer/'  said  Mr.  Westoaj  ^^aod  my.  poor, 
.ivife!  oh!  my  dear  friend,  for  beaveD's^ 
sake  comfort  her.** 

^  Comfort!  nomenw;  them's mtbing 
io..  hint  her;  what's,  the  moMy  you, 
waut?'* 

^  Between  sixteen  and  seventeen 
ipmrids.** 

'  ^  Hera's  a  |ir^ty  piece  of  work  tnily^ 
Ibr.  such  a  paltry  sum/'  said  she,  hraab*^ 
iDg  .past  the  men,  and  seizing  Mrs.  Wesr 
Ion  by  the .  arm,  of  whom,  when  fihe  bad 
ahut  her  op  in  the  paintiiiff  xooso,  she 
enqniradi  ^^ii  tbey  had  any  money 

/  ^  Only  between  three  and  foun 
jpdonds,**  replied  she,  astonished  mt  th^ 
^manners  of  her  frieiid.  - 
'  ««WeU»  that  will  do }  don't  ciy»  your 
teaia  kill  your  husband  by  inches :  let 
firiA  coo  ,  ott  »        ivm  do !  here  talee  mj 

*JBli^^  l^^^JD^^iLiK^Jjni^^'^Ji^i^^^  J^^^^^^  ^i^^^MT  ^^^t^i  ^ftH^^iP  ^^^'QlC^  ' 

•ft 

Bke  this  pictuie.  perfectly  deaik'* ' 
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Mrs.  Weston,  though  shaking  in  eveiy 
Ikob,  obeyed  ;  and  the  aaxioiii^  Iraftfied 
irifiodt  lOaUactii^  bar  witi  at  weU  m  «he 
could,  returned  to  Westout  and  aStsx 
telling,  the  man  who  had  made  him  his 
prisooer,  tkat  all  should  be  settled  in  Urn 

* 

miotttei^  begged .  hian  Id  walk  inta  tba 
.  .  pacbur.  ^Tiiis  was  not  th«  bailiff's  iatan^ 
tion }  he  said,  **  be  must  bave  ioimediate 
.bail,  car  the  gentleman  might  go  to  his 
house,  where  he  dioiikl  have  eteiy  eor 
commodation.'' 

-  Mrs.  Barnard  looked  in  his  face,  re- 
membered his  pri^op^r's  weakness,  and 

,  said,  Well,  *oDly  stop  and  eat  m  fi»w 
e^psters  with  your  prisoiMrr>  and  doa't  go 

,  without  seeing  me:  I  shall  be  back  in 
ten  minutes/'  •  .  . 

.  :  .  A  icoach  had  been  called  for  poor  Wes^* 
too,  and  in  a  uoaient  Mrs.  Barnard  and 

.  her.  picture  were  in  iti  but  not  till  she 
had  ..  whispered  ber  terrified  daughter, 
/<eaert  voMsem  nrr  l<ww,  md  feed  that 
muft  wiih the  beat.in  tbehoiise.'* 
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The  servant  willingly  assisted  Sera- 
filiiiMif  and  whilst  the  bailiff  and  his  foU 
kw«r»  at  due  distmicc^  were  regaled^ 
Weston  threw  himself  mi  the  sofa»  ami 
his  agonized  wife  walked  with  perturbed 
ittep  up  and  down  the  drawing  rooii^ 
ndt  daring  to  behold  him  again.  Her 
long-drawn  sighs  were  ttguly  listeiied 
to  by  the  mistress  ot  the  house»  vhom 
Seraphina  saw  standing  on  the  stair^  as 
die  came  out  of  the  sitting  room, 
it  is  sad  work  this»  Miss^'^ 
It  is,  indeed:  1  did not  Uiiok  there 
vere  such  things  till  now  i  I  mean  people 
so  very— 

Seraphina  stopped,  bot  her  eyes  ftmlw 
ed  the  sentence  i  and  the  woman  dejpanh 
ed  without  enjoying  the  sight  she  came 
for,  of*  seeing  Weston  dragged  to  prison. 

In  a  very  short  time,  the  bailiff's  €aL 
lover  stepped  down  to  see  Ibr  anotfait 
coaclit  but  Seraphina  understandiiv  her 
mnth^r'js  look,  fut  lnif*a-crown  into  his 

JNind,  and  begged  bim  aol  to  fee  ai.e 
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kasry  s  she  IumU  howevtrt  tewcdjr  done 
flo^  aad  ieturaed  ta  Mrs*  WestoiGW  wtMBi 
her  mother  drove  to  the  door,  accompt^ 
1^  by  the  creditor,  D»vidiMi|ff# 

Wheo  tiiey  entered  Ihe  room*  pow. 
Weston  r^u^  himself  and  laid  he  wai. 
ready  to  gp, 

^  I  his  gentleman  most  not  have  yon. 
QOQipany  atr  fMeaenk*''  aaid  Mnb  Barnard 
^'iiw  here  J»  Mr.  Davidwn'a  monejf  {.and 
now.  Sir,  what  is  your  demand  .  i 

The  baUiff  was  put  in  good  bumoiir 
by  good  Qhe^p  he  thereiore»  aknply  na. 
^uif ed  his  fees  i  and  the  groosr^  with  an** 
dfii^urance     that  he  had  no  idea^tiM^ 
ganiiiMNi  was  JO  bad,*'  fbUcMed  btm  onfe. 

£veo  poor  Mra.  VV«taii»  i*  albeit  uaii 
used  to  the  flying  mood,"  mighty  in  aiw 
other  moment,  be  said  to  fly  to  the  arms 
«f  Imt  basbandt  whiie  bar  kke  aetner 
inead,  Qverooma  by  ber  hurry,  har.iear 
of  having  done  wrong,  and  her  joy  ati 

tmmg  relity«d  them^  iiinai  into  — 
hjflteri^  weeping- 

B  6 
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r:J^  the  caraB  ni  daughter*  sbe.waa 
sooQ  refttored ;  and  she  then  enquired  of 
Mr.  Weston,  "  if  he  had  any  other  cre- 
ditort  fm  she  saw  clearly  that  this,  affinr 
had  givoD  him  a  great  8bock»  thoi^  hia 
present  relief  made  him  less  sensible  of 
lit  and  she  dreaded  the  repetition  of  such 

r  M  1  only  caro  the  butcher .  tiralve 
pounds  and  the  tailor  for  Orlando's  new 
suiU'^ 

>  ^  And  ymtt  nmta  will  cone  in  next 
motJ^)  tfaeii  jott  shall  give  him  a  ImU,  i 
saeast  the.  biirtcher*  (send  for  him  Sara,) 
and  then,  as  you  are  living  at  no  expense^ 
now,  yon  will  net  oiily  pay  that  with  eaaer' 
bnti  have  something  pretty  to  go  on 
with/'  . 

•  ^  Living  at  no  expense,  my  dear 
iHendJ  to  be  snre  it  is  -very  little,  but* 
ytl  yomt  diwim  will,  swallow  op  that 

money/^  ^  ' 

Ok  t  Bmm  ttod  me  have  settled  all  that- 
long  ago^  so  never  mention  it  agam ;  thfr 
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%  .  •  • 

ftet  ist  tliat  since  liar  fiithet^t  absence, 

she  has  undertaken  to  do  a  dissgriaeable 
piece  of  work,  but  one  that  has  answered 
very  well ;  it  has  made  matters  even  in 
iMir  hoosdiaeirfng ;  so  my  dear  Barnard, 

'  who  has  the  soul  of  a  prince,  wiU  bava 
had  the  satisfaction  of  serving  his  friend, 
and  be  never  the  worse  for  it;  and  my 
^sar  girl  there  (bless  her !)  has  -a  little 
present  for  bpth  you  and  your  son  into  the 
bargain**'   '  .  \  ■ 

In  a  moment,  Seraphina  Iiad  brought 
down  her  work  box,  and  drawn  thtnee 
eight  new  shirts,  tied  in  twa  parceli, 
whicli  she  laid  silently  bef  ore  Mrs.  Wes- 
ton, who  could  not  speak,  but  whose  hu^** 
band  was  about.to  do  so^  when  -the  bfH- 
cher  entered  the  room* 

' .  When  the  business  was  explained,  the 
jgpod-natured  tradesman  readily  agreed 
'to  takd'ia.  bill  at  two  oionths ;  sml ob- 
serving, with  what  difficulty  Mr;  Wtston 

wrote  the  bill,  he  said,  <^  I'm  af  raid.  Sir, 
•  •  •   •  * » 

•  •»..•  •  •  a  '  > 

•  *  *  mm  M 


Digitized  by  Google 


14  OF  TH£  PRIORT. 

yoa  didn^  get  nach  good  Aom  going 
into  the  country  lodgings 

Ye%  I  did,  I  got  better  fast,  but  X 
^uldn't  afK)rd  to  keep  them  any  longer } 
bot  fbr  them  you  would  have  been  paid 
aocmert  I  aature  you/' 

^s.  1  don't  complain^  iSir,  you  be  more 
r^ular  than ,  many  as  I  deal  with,  and 
always  was  j  and  I  am  sure.  Sir,  if  coun^  ^ 
try  air  be  wluit  you  wantf^  Vw  m  little 
•pot  out  on  the  Hampstead  road  wlieie 
Vvfi  a  bit  of  a  paddock  for  convenience, 
with  a  little  cottage  in  it,  that's  quite  at 
year  lenriee ;  'tis  a  poor  place,  but  it*a 
clean  and  neat,  and  the  sitting  room's 
pretty  enough  i  tiiere's  a  sofa  bed  in  it, 
and  if  you  have  got  bedding,  why  all 
I  can  say  is,  you're  welcome  to  it.'' 

l|n#  Barnard  earnestly  assured  tliem, 

she  bad  *  bedding,  and  every  thing  t'^ 
Seraphina,  knew  the  place,  it  was  a 
Kttle  paradise}"  and  the  ofibr.  vm  joy^ 
jflttly  accepted. 

Ail  the  time  the  butcher  talked,  not 
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likiog  to  look  such  %  pale  mm  io  th» 
face  as  Mr.  Wegtmv  he  had  kept  bis  eyes 
tied  on  Swapbina's  work  box^  which  ha 
alio  handled  and  did  not  relinquish  till 
the  last  momentv  observing  as  he  left  tha 
room,  that  he  begged  pardon  for  touch- 
ing itf  but  it  was  the  prettiest  thing  he 
hadaveraaao;  ha  supposed  it caosefitna 
shroad 

I  am  90  glad  you  like  it/^  said  thi 
happy  girl ;  but  you  would  not  like  to 
OHPry  it,  or  I  wotild  say»  pray,  take  it  to 
four  wife  as  a  present  from  me*'' 

Th^  butcher  looked  in  Mrs*  Barnard'a 
fice. 

^  Oh  \  take  itt  take  it ;  my  daughter 
■cans  what  she  sayi^  i  am  aura  it  u 
ghrea  with  a  good  heart,  and  taken  by  a 
good  one  tpo :  here  tie  this  handkerchief 
over  it ;  and  good  morning/' 

Uis  heart  relieved  of  a  load  of  caris^ 
Mr.  Weston  now  went  to  his  new  locjjg* 

ipg  accompanied  by  his  w  ife  and  the  n^. 

MMriea  they  needed^  in  a  coach ;  whikt 
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Senphina,  with  various  lifctie  packages, 
followed  them :  every  day  they  were  vi- 
sited either  by  mother  or  daughter^  un- 
til  Mr.  Weston  was  so  far  better,  as  to  be 
iUe  to  come  and  eat  his  diniier  in  LoBk 
doo;  and  Mrs.. Barnard  became  c<»- 
viocedt  that  he  had  no  actual  complain^ 
which  care,  good  nursing,  and  good  air, 
would  not  cure,  if  bis  mind  couM  be 
kept  easy,  but  on  that  subject  there  was 
much  doubt*  ^ 
*•  Anxious  to  return  to  his  family,  Mr. 

Barnard  executed  the  commission  of  his 

•  •  •  ^ 

iiolde  employer  some  weeks  eaiiieir*  tkan 
he  had  calculated  upon,  and  broke  in  un* 
expectedly  oa  his  wife  and  daughter, 
btie  evening  just  afler  their  return  from 
visttii%  the  invalid;  and  when  Orkndo 
bad  snatched  an  hour  to  run  over  to  see 
them.  •  * 

In  consequence  of  his  presence,  Mrs. 
Barnard*  forboM' to  teli  the  history  of -1ms 
£ktfacr'a  arrest,  lo  which  he  was  happily 
i*  stranger,  but  the  following  mornmgi 
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BOt  withqut  tmne'  eecrafc  mi^givingS)  she 
hegBM  to  cdate  the  whc^  affiur,  wyiog 

i:;^peat€i4iyf  she  bad  not  the  pic- 
ture, only  got  twenty  pounds  upon  itf 
till  his  return,  but  it  wad  certain^  that 
the  maa  would.nevcr  let  her  seb  it  fifi^ni 
4hat  day  to  this*''  '    '  - 

^  I  am  glad/'  said  Mr.  Barnardt  that 
yQu  released  Weston,  indeed  I  woUld 
have  stripped  the  walls  to  fatove  done  hi 
Ifut  yoii  sbouido't  have  meddled  with 
any  old  piptprea^  and  you  .say  this  was 
yery  dusty,  surely  it  was  not  njy  Tia- 
toratto?"  • 

That's  the  very  flame  Sennihiiift 
jiaid  it  was,  and  for  that  matter  I  had  a 
'.kind,  of  suspicion*"  *  ' 

Qood  (God!'  you  have  ruined  me! 
Arown  atray  my  Tiotol^t!  my'St^Ci^ 
tberioel  sold  it  for  twentyguineas,  tbouigb 
you  saw  me  yourself  pay  above  — '*  •  * 
**  I  did  not  sell      though  ihe  broker 

•our  wants  to  pecBoade  me  to^  •ml  1 
grasA  I  bud^  knew  what  I  did."  >, 
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Oh  1  'tM  goii€t  lost,  my  great-  rtiidy 
jpr  cobur,  the  very  picture  too  tbafc 
Lord"!  iii'*"^  wants  to  complete  his  col* 
^  toctian,  and  which  I  protmsed  to  aail 
Imii  fat  Ibrae  hundred  poundSi'^ 

Mt^  Barnard  looked  ready  to  iaint, 
while  her  hiisbandt  though  struggling 
with  his  vexation,  walked  about  in  such 
a  fine,  aa  to  pro^  to  ber  the  -importr 
aiica  of  the  loss^ 

Dear  mother/'  said  Seraphina^  did 
you  not  take  Mr.  Davidson^  the  grocer, 

Ye8»  child,  I  did,  but  he  stood  at 
the  4^9^  while  I  spoke.'^  - 

Seraphina  put  on  her  bonnet,  stepped 
to  Mn  Davidson's,  and  asked  him,  8* 
ht  temembered  any  thing  about  if,'^  to 
wbieh  he  yeadily  repliedt  Yes^  ho  ref- 
ibered  every  word  tliat  passed,.- for 
that  struck  by  the  appearance  of  a  pretty 
clock,  be  followed  Mra.  Sktsmtrdf  though 
miiioticedy  into  the  parlour,  and  beard 
her  repeatedly  say,  that  slue  did  not  sell 
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the  picture,  only  it  might  remain  there^ 
till  ber  biHteiid  oune  hMM>  and  he 
trotild  pay  handMOie  for  tiie  agcom- 
m^datioii,  I  remember  ttio&e  wcurda  pur- 
.  ticularly,  because^  I  thought  I  might  aa 
well  have'  got  a  triie  myself  the  same 
wajr(  theo  agai%  I  thought  at  waaoH 

^  Bpt  will  you  say  all  Uiia  to  the 
broker.  Sir?*' 

^  That  Z  viU,  Mki,''  aaid  he^  putUng 
eabia  bat» X  owe  your  Mamma  %  good 
turiiy  and  shall  be  gjad  to  do  any  thing 
la  serve  her.'* 

tk^a  houae^  it  was  yet  very  ^arly^  tbe 
pi€ture^dealer*a  wife  was  making  her  hus- 
band's breakfast,  on  hearing  their  busi- 
wm^  stepped  to  the  atair^^feot,  end 
called  out»  ^  here  be  a  young  lady  came 
to  speak  to  you  about  a  picture/* 
M  What  picture?'*  said  the  husband^. 

,^  Yy^  that  thera  pktHie  you  seat  oa 
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*  • 

liking  to  my  Lord  Del  war's  laift  MonUayi 
tliat  St.  Catherine,  you  know/*  •  ■  - 
•  A  volley  of  oaths  to  his  wife,  cursing 
ker  for  a  fod,  90  terrified  Seraphinat  that  * 
abe  ran  out  of  the  house,  and  the  grocer 
having  in  vain  .endeavoured  to  be  heard, 
at  length  foUowed>  anxiously  assuring 
her,  that  he  would  at  any  time  oonfe 
forward  to  aid  her;.iatber  ,  to  recover  his 
own }  but  Seraphina  knew  her  father  too 
well,  to  believe  that  he  would  take  the 
MeeMhfy  steps }  she  had  seen  him  too 
frequently  submit  to  imposition,  and  fly 
from  vulgar  contest,  merely  because  it 
offended  his  too  fastidious  feelings,  to 
believe  that  he  would  do  more  on  this 
ebeasioii,  than  hp  had  done  od  many 
others.  After  looking  jn  the  grocer's, 
directory^  to  see  where  Lord  Delwac 
lived,  she  returned  slowly  home* 

She  found  her  mother  abne^  end 

veeping, 

t  Is  my  father  gone  out  in  anger  ?^ 
said  Seraphina. 

« 

% 


« 
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'  '•  •*  Oh  no!  if  he  were  not  the  best, , 
kindest,  noblest  creature  that  ever  lived, 
1  should  not  mind  so  much;  he  has 
done  his  best  to  conquer  his  vexation, 
kissed  me  with  the  greatest  tenderness, 
and  has  set  off  to  visit  poor  Weston,  bot 
no  power  on  earth  will  induce  him  to 
go  to  the  picture-dealer,  because  he  says, . 
he  is  a  low  ieiiow,  and  a  rascal  who  todr 
sdvantage  of  my  distress,  and  he  cannot 
speak  to  such  a  creature.  My  dear  child, 
never  allow  your  mind  to  be  embarrassed 
as  mine  was,  all  this  arises  from  my  not 
having  my  wits  about  me,  and  allowfaig 
myself  to  feel  enraged  with  the  woman 
below.'*  • 

'^^Dear  mother,  you  had  more  self- 
command  than  you  can  recollect,'*  tttd 
Seraphina,  relating  all  Mr.  Davidson  had 
'said,  and  going  forward  with  her  story, 
till  she  got  to  the  words  Lord  Delwar ; 
when  Mrs.  Barnard  jumping  up^  cast  off 
her  sorrow,  declared  she  would  dress 
l^erself  as  nic^  as  a  new  scraped  carrot| 
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ftad  deaked  Serapbioa  to  write  h«r  name 
mast  bewtifuU/  on  a  card^  witli  just  » 
request  to  speak  to  bis  lordship,  an4 
that  would  do  for  her. 

In  a  short  timet  Mou  Barnard  had  seat 
in  her  cardt  his  lordship  was  not  down 
stairs,  but  two  young  gentlemen  were  in 
the  breakfii8t>rooiii,  and  having  asked 
what  the  woman  was.  liket  and  bekag  \ 
aasweredf  that  she  w^  well  dressed, 
not  a  bit  like  a  petitioner^  and  looked 
very  pretty  CQoaidering  she  was  xuxt  { 

ywm^*'  they  determiped  on  sending  % 
her  in,  to  quiz  hen 

^  U  you  do,"  said  a  hoy  about  afiapik 
years  old,  who  was  playing  in  tlie  fooq|» 
lord  will  be  very  angry,  and  I  will 
b^  sure  to  tell  him  what  you  say^  an^ 
you  know  when  you  quizzed  me  about 
my  accidence,  be  said,  ^^P^pl^  shofilfl 
never  jest  with  chiidrciv  nor  servaaU» 
and  that  quizzing/* 

Who  talks  of  quiring     said  Iflt^ 
r>ftlwsr  as  he  enteced. 
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^  Only  Geargey  Sir/'  said  a  y^uog 
officer  presenting  the  card,  and  in  a  tone 
«plnck  tbe  iittle  boy  already  iiiidetstMd» 

the  lady  k  handaomei  oat  yaungt  but 
ipeiiectiy  amiii^  iljaul^ 

^  Desire  the  lady  ^  ^^^^  i^f'^ 
Lord  Delwan 

Xlw  mooieBfe  ICvi.  Barnard  ^ofemil 
Mifi  TOOiiit  thfi  little  hay  sidlecl  up  to  her 
as  if.  to  protect  her  from  danger,  and 
Lord  Del  war  stood,  as  if  ready  to  attend 
teller  bumieM  with  4M|rtesy,  b&t  {mmIt 
lfai»  fiernacd'i  eye  had  caught  two  eb^ 
jerts,  which  fer  a  moment  diverted  her 
from  his  lordship,  one  was  her  own  picp 
iMraJtattding  upen  t^cbeini;  the^other 
the  'flttld  bladk  eyes  of  her  little  iiric»4 
whidi  ^  eame  oyer  her  like  the  memory 
of  the  years  tliat  are  p^t." 

^  ibeg  your  fMdoOf  Sir,  r  hope 
Iwd. you'll  fiugjlfOB  loe^  but>— but  praji 
Ay:  kirdt .  ia  lliat  your  pktur^  f  •   «  ' 
"LiOrd  Delwar  unmediately  conceivedi^ 

lh«t  ;Mci»  ^iBaMd/m^tlie;  fbttTt-  «r 
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£ri«od  of  the  piGture-dMkr,  aod  that 
ligr  question  was  iut^nded  to  entrap  laum 

a  purchaser^  he  therefore  answered 
Iteroly,    it  iiii9if'fny  pictiire/^   '  • 

Mrs.  Barnard  littered  an  inward  eficii^ 
^tipn  of  thaoksgiving.  ' 

^  The  picture  has  great  merit  in  its 
poloiiripg,"  continued  his  lordship^  but 
ft. does  not  aatasfy  ine  in  its  ejqpnmim^ 
i^d^  1  find  Mr«  Sinister  ofiered  it  a 
jOic^th  ^go  to  Sir  John  LittletoD»  for 
fyHK  hundred  pouinU,  and  he  will  not 
tike  lass  than  <ve  he  says^  fiom  ne^ 
fOt'yjfm  nuty  remove  it  at  soon  aa  ymi 

V  Qh  1  thank  you  my  lord  a  thousand 
fimeai  1  have  a  ooacb  at  llie  doon  I 
fia  ao  much  obliged  to  jmv  my  loixL'!  . 
Have  you  disposed  nf  it  to  some  iNie 
sai4  Lord  Delwar,  looking  as  if 
^e  now  felt  reluctant  to  part  with  ' 
^  Not  my  Inrdt  '.we  dD  '  xKit  .m 
jaiL  it  4  it  *  ia '  valualile  to  mv  Inisbant? 
ft«  a.fttidy  I  but  J  ought  to  explain ;  thii 
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picture,  my  Lord,  id  the  property  <Mf  Mr» 
Bamardt  an  artist,  and  I  may  say  agen- 
tleinaa  i  for  I  am  sure  he  could  not  do  a 
wrong  thing,  or  an  unhandsome  thing  by 
any  human  being/' 

(Um— a  good  defioitioQ  i)  But  bow 
came  this  picture  in  Sinister's  posses- 
sion ?  I  cannot  deliver  it  to  you  without 
«planation 

Why,  my  Lord,  Mr.  Barnard  was 
gone  into  the  country  to  paint  a  picture 
for  the  Duke  of  ,  and  I  happened 
to  be  in  want  of  .twenty  pounds,  so  I 
took  this  picture,  having  a  reiq>ectable 
pei£op  with  me,  and  borrowed  it  of 


ter,  leaving  this  as  his  security ;  and  as 
we  had  put  a  good  deal  of  money  in  his 
pocket,  I  thought  it  no  great  favour.  I 
WM  in  a  great  flutter,  and  ran  away 
aUnost  without  thanking  him  j  so  a  day 
or  two  after  I  called,  just  to  beg  him  to 
^carefidof  thepkture,  formy  dau^h-^ 
ter  had  told  me  it  was  very  valuable, 

VOL.  III.  c 
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a  great  favoiuite  with  her  ikther^  ami  to 
my  3urprizc  it  was  not  in  the  house,  and 
he  bad  the  ftsstirance  to  say  I  had  sold  it 
to  him»  belieyiog  that  as  my  husband,  k  a 
genius  he  would  be  j^sily  chieated  of 
coursei  ai>d  that  I.  being  a  woman, 

So  then,  on  the  strength  of  these  pre* 
sumptionsi  he  has  offered  me  the  picture 
for  the  moderate  profit  of  fiveiiundied  and 
five  pounds  '  ^ 

Lord  Delmar  laid  his  hand  on  the 
bell-ropef  but  at  the  same  moment  his 
servant  infiarmed  him,  that  Mr.  Sinister 
begged  to  know  if  bis  Lordship  had  niade 
up  his  mind  about  tlie  picture?^' 

I  baoe :  remove  it  into  tljte  faaUt  9ud 
send  Sinister  to  me*'' 

When  the  picture«dealer  entered,  he 
perceived  the  picture  was  removing,  on 
which  he  looked  very  blanks  but  on 
seeing  Mrs«  Barnard^  his  iaca  was  more 
rueiuUy  elongated* 

So  it  appears  this  picture,  which 
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yoa  thought  you  had  bought  fof  twenty 
guiueas»  and  sold  for  five  hundred^  is 
not  yours  to  sell,  Mr.  Sinister 

Why,  my  Lord,  I'll  teU  you,  my 
Lord ;  Mrs.  Baniard  there,  comes  to  me 
in  great  distre^  my  Lord  f  yes !  cry« 
iugf  niy  Lord ;  she  may  deny  it  if  she 
can,  my  Lord," 

I  don't  deny  it,  Tm  sure,'^  said 
Mrs.  Barnard,  <^  ibr  1  never  was  in  such  a 
quandary  before }  very  likely  I  did  cry.'* 
Her  coolness  completely  disconcerted 
Sinister,  who  looked  in  Lord  Delmar^s^ 
iiice  as  ii*  to  gather  materials  ior  pro« 
ceeding. 

"  So,  she  being  in  distress,  and,  as  you 
say,  crying^  you  kindly  advanced .  hee 
twenty  pounds,  .having  previously  made 
many  twenties  by  hec  husband.  You 
then  offered  the  picture  at  a  moderate 
price  to  Sir  John.Iattleton  ;  and,  but 
go  away,  I  beg, «—  Mly  let  me  hear  ybu 
acknowledge  you  have  done  with  the. 
picture.** 
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'  But  he  has  not,  my  Lord,  till  Vv€ 
paid  hiiDy  and  here,  here,  it  is :  two  ten 
pounds,  please  to  witness  gentlemen;  and 
here  is  a  two  pound  note  for  your  civility ; 
for  i  don't  deny  it  was  a  civility  at  the 
time ;  for  .we  are  not  in  Rome :  we 
have  no  friends  to  ask  a  little  favour  of 
here/* 

Mr.  Sinister  saw  Lord  Delmar's  eye 
was  on  him ;  he  took  the  two  ten  pounds 
and.  returned  the  other,  saying,  <*How* 
ever  things  might  appear,  he  would 
do  twice  as  much  for  Ker  husband  any 
time,''  and  left  the  room.  Mrs.  Bar- 
nard  was  following,  when  the  little 


her  earnestly  in  the  face. 


«  Did  you  Kve  in  Rome  yourself?" 
.      Oh  yes.  Sir  1  for  many  years/' 

So  did  my  mamma  live  there,  and 
she  never  talks  about  Rome  but  she 
cries.  I  wonder  whethw  you  kn^ w  my 
mamma's  Crosland,  that  she  left  at 
Rome,  who  was  married  to  an  artist 
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Your  maminay  yours^  my  love  1  O 
yes!  those  eyes  are  Lady  Emily's  own  j 
1  iek  somehow    yes,  I  really  felt  — 

Mrs.  Barnard  oould  not  say  how  she 
ieit»  but  her  auditors  could}  and  Lord 
Delmar,  who  was  nearly  related  to  Sir 
Strahan  Churchill,  the  present  husband 
of.  Lady  £mi)y»  had  imurd  that  lady 
mention  her  iavourite  maid  too  oiten  not 
to  comprehend  her  feelings.  He  desired 
her  to  sit  down  and  compose  hersclfi 
and  told  her  that-  Lady  Emily  ^iras 
coming  to  town  with  her  fiEunily^  whicli 
consisted  of  two  daughters^  and  the  son 
she  saw,  who'  was  the  hopes  of  the 
family.        -  • 

And  noiy9p'  said  his  Lordship  kindly^ 
V  that  I  am  better  acquainted,  may  I 
ask,  now  you  happened  to  get  into  such 
a  dilemiiiar  wilii  the  man  who  has  Mt 
us?'' 

"  Why,  my  Lord,  I  had  been  to  mar* 
ket,  and  when  I  came  in,  what  should  ! 

see,  but  poor  Mr.  Weston,  a  fellow* 

c  3 


Digitized  by  Goo 


30  TALB8  OP  THB  PSIOET* 

lodger  of  ours»  ^  a  geutieman  aod  a  scho- 
lari*  as  n\y  husband .  sa^St  and  what's 
more,  a  dying  man,  standing  between 
two  bailiffiit  and  lus  wife  as  -white  as  a 
fiheet»  iaintM^g  by  bis  side:  .well!  it*put 
.me  .  qui^e  into  a  flutter^  and  I  looked 
round  how  I  could  help  them  just  at  the  - 
nMMBenti  and  seeing  this  pictuie  of  a 
pretty  young  woman  with  a  wheel  bfr* 
h^d  bert  it  never  entered  my  bead 
^e  was  my  husband's  St  Catherine 
that  rd  hagd  him  talk  so  much  of^ 
and  saw  :him  pay  a  (ound  sum  of  mo»  . 
Iiey  ibr}  not  but  all  the  saints  might 
have  gone  for  me  just  then,  I  do  con* 
fess,  so  you  see,  my  Lord,  I  took  it.*' 
^<  I  am  heifftily  glad  that  you  sent  the  - 
^  in. question  on  an  errand  x>f  mercy, 
r$ith|^i\li)|i|».Qneiof  ^Q^ces^  saidLord 
JCfeiniar,  "  and  I  shall  soon  pay  my  re- 
spects to  her  again  in  Mr«  Barnard's 
painting  fodoH  although  your  critique 
upon  her  will  prevent  my  taking  her 
from  thence/'. 
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"  My  critique,  my  Lord 
<^  Y«s,  yours  I  which  is  not  the  less 
valuable  because  it  is  uniQtentiooaiiy 
given^  and  naturally  made;  you  saw 
beauty  in  this  head^  but  it  was  the 
beauty  of  a  peasant^  not  the  elevation 
*  a  martyr ;  you  ielt  justly^  I  am  oon^ 
vinced.** 

Mrs.  Barnard  now  made  her  final  cur* 
tesy,  after  being  repeatedly  assured,  that 
the  moment  Lady  Emily  arrivedt  she 

should  be  informed,  and  that  in  the 
mean  time  Master  George  should  visit 
her/'  > 

m 

Well,  gentlemen,''  said  Lord  Del- 
mar,  my  appetite  for  breakfast  is  not  a 
little  quickened  by  this  prelude,  which 
has  certainly  combined  a  good  deal  of 
(dramatic  interest :  whether  it  has  satiated, 
or  only  sharpened  yours,  for  the  charita- 
ble amusement  of  quizzing,  I  do  not 
know ;  but  your  laughter  need  not  hurt 
a  woman  who  has  rescued  a  man  of  merit  ^ 

c  4  •    ■  " 
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in  distress^,  baffled  a  viUain^  found  a 
long-lost  xnistress,  saved  the  property 
of  a  beloved  husband*  and  secured  a 
friend,** 


*  \ 

*  • 


4*  .    «  • 


•         •  •  • 
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1  . 


« 


CHAP.  II. 


>4  « 


'''-'^vnioW'bot  fUt  ttodting  rapture^t  glow 

»    For  England's  triumph  o*er  her  haughty  foe  ?•  w  ^  « 

Who  has  not  wept  for  England's  gallant  train,  • 
That  fought  and  died  for  Liberty  and  Spain  ? 

MlSftMlTFOADl 


V 


The  circumstances  1  am  now  speaking 
of  took  place  in-  the  spring  of  1814, 
when  the  heai  t.  of  every  Briton  was  .eaU« 
ed  upon»  from  day  to  day»  to  rejoice  in 
%  succession  of  victories  unparalleled  in 
theiamiab  of  hit  country,  and-  v^idi 
M^re  not  les»  dear  to  the  lover  of  glory, 
than  die  breast  of  humanity ;  since  tiiey 
promised  a  lasting.peace  to  a  long-suffer- 
mg  worId#  - 
It  will  be  naturally  supposed,  that  these 
circumstances  were  felt  by  the  poet  and 


.  c  5 
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the  painter,  with  that  lo%  enjoyment, 
and  peculiar  gust,  which  such  tidings 
were  likely  to  create  in  minds  of  acute 
sensibility  and  expansive  powers :  their 
sympathies,  and  similarity  of  opinions 
and  fedings,  naturally  rendered  each 
more  dear  to  the  other,  and  their 
friendship  resembled  that  which  is  found 
in  early  life,  when  the  heart  is  unchilled 
by  experience,  and  unfettered  by  worldly 
cares  and  considerations.  Beneath  this 
genial  influence,  the  languid  frame  and 
sinking  spirits  of  poor  Weston,  seemed 
to  renovate  j  and  the  visits  of  his  friend 
with  the  news  of  the  day,  fell  like  dew 
i^on  the  withered  herbage,  and  half*  re- 
stored him  to  the  world,  in  which  he 
again  seemed  to  feel  an  interest.  But 
it  was.  stiU  evident,  that  he  was  a  very 
weak  man ;  and  although  his  complaint 
had  no  specific  form  as  yet,  Mrs.  Barnard 
feared  that  another  winter  might  prove 
£^al  io  him,  unless  some  means  of*  a«nst- 
ing  Ms  circumstances  could  be « found 
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which  would  prevent  anxiety  on  that  ae* 
count ;  and  her  benevolent  mind  was  per* 
petually  bent  on  the  possibility  of  attain* 
iii^it« 

Peace  waa  now  proclaimed :  the  war^ 
riors  of  our  own,  and  the  sovereigns  of 
other  countries,  poured  into  London,  with 
strangos  fnm  all  fiarts  of  the  British 
dominions^  ami  Lady  Emily  GhufchiUf 
with  her  family,  came  some  time  be- 
.  fore  they  intended.  Neither  the  gaiety 
nor  the  niiitiplicity  of  her  engagements 
prevented  her  irom  sending  for  Mrs. 
Barnard  as  soon  as  she  arrived ;  and,  as 
she  contrived  to  meet  her  without  wit- 
nesseg^  their  intorview  was  n&dcting  and 
confidential.  Lady  £auly  had  many  sor« 
rowful  recollections^  and  hair-breadth 
escapes  to  relate  in  the  ^t  part  of  her 
history ;  and  when  it  set  her  down  in 
England,  the  difficulties  of  narrow  cir« 
cumstances  followed ;  which  were,  how^ 
ever,  relieved  in  the  third  year  of  her 

widowhood,  by  a  fiMrtniie  leit  her  by 

c  6 
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half-brother^  from  whom  she  had  no  re^u 

*  • 

son  to  expect  it.  Her  re-appearance  in 
tha  world,  still  tt  fine  womaii  under  thirty, 
]fendered  it  by  no  means  4Uirpri8ing  that 
she  had  married^  in  the  general  accept- 
ation of  the  word,  exceedingly  well.  -    * . 
'  <<ABd  you,  my  good  Crosdmd,  dlou^ 
you  must  have  had  many  trials  from  pub* 
lie  circumstances,  have,  I  trusty  been" 
comfortable  ;  —  indeed,  it  does  me  good 
to'lOidc  at  you:  it  makes  me  feel  younger : 
you  are  so  little*  altered,  that  I  eon* 
elude  myself  the  same*'^ 
<  Mrs.  Barnard  never  told  stories,  there- 
forci  she.  did  not  attend  to  the  half-ques- 
tioning tonto  of  Lady  Emily,  but  answer* 
edr.to  that  which  concerned  herself. 

To  be  sure,  my  Lady,  I  was  mar* 
1  ied  in  a  very  strange  hurrying  kind  -of  a 
wfty,  but  I  never  repented  one  moment, 
because  I  was  always  very  proud  of  my 
husband,  who  was  •  the  most  liomwrabk 
of  men  I  and  though  it  poiay  nt)t  become 
me  to  say  it,  there  cannot  be  a  kinder,- 
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or  better ;  and  as  to  cleverness  and  ge« 
wiUMf  and  all  that— 

«  That  he  is  a  man  of  extraorcUnany 
po#ef8^  I  cannot  have  any  doubt ;  and 
that  his  disposition  was  excellent,  I  fully 
praved-  from  his  sympathy  towards  me, 
and  the  many  services  which  I  owe  bin^^ 
but  men  of  genius  are  seldom  prudentt 
and  in  the  gay  circle  in  which  he  moved 
thne  wen  many  tmiptatioiis*  I  have, 
an  this  account}  often  felt  great  fears  fx 
you  :  I  shall  be  happy  to  learn  they  were 
needless/* 

* 

^  Why,  my  Lady,  every  man  has  ^  his 
weak  place,  that's  certain;  Mr.  Bar- 
nard's  is  this,  he  can't  resist  a  handsome 
face,  see  it  where  he  will :  in  a  palace,  or 
a  garret,  if  it  was  to  be  had,  be  would 
have  it ;  and  to  be  sure,  the  money  that 
went  that  way  cost  me  many  a  sigh  at 
first  when  we  married,  but  when  I  knew 
better,  then  I  got  over  it.*' 

•     At  Jirstf  when  you  married^  bow 

•  •  • 

* 

#  •  *  \ » 
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shocking !  I  can't  imagine  how  you  could 
get  over  it.*' 

Why,  my  Lady,  I  foand  it  was  ali. 
in  the  way  of  |>uaiae§8^  ao  I  put  up  with: 
ity  as  I  did  with  having  a  heap  ot*  dead^ 
men's  heads,  and  dusty  goddesses  stuck, 
all  over  the  house  ;  but  I  will  never 
grumble  agun,  for  it  was  owing  to  hje 
tancy  for  these  things  that. ever  I  went- 
after  one  of  them  to  Loi;d  Dehnar's,  and 
saw  your  sweet  little  son,  my  Lady,  and 
aafimnd  youout.'* 

Then  it  is  upon  pictureSf  that  he 
spends  his  mon.ey/* 

Yes,  my  Lady,  which  is  of  course 
very  ibolish  in  Mmf  because  he  can  paint 
them  for  himself,  you  know.'' 

Lady  Emily  shook  her  head :  theie 
are  many  greater,  trials  in  life,  Barnard, 
than  thku" 

•  ^  There  may»  to  be  sure^  Madam  $  but 
yet,  to  come  to  a  strange  place,  where  ^ 
money  does  every,  thing,  and  to  see 
one's  husband,  who  used  to  be  some- 


Digitized  by  Google 


bodyt  go  down,  dowot  as  it  yme  to  beiag 
nobody}  and  to  tliiuk  that  the  cash  such 
things  cost,  would  have  put  him  ipto  his 
oim  place  as  it  were,  woold  make  any 
womaii's  heart  ache  who  loved  her  hi»> 
baud,  and  bad  been  used  to  see  him  in 
the  best  of  company/' 

Lady  Emily  assented  to  this  remark* 
Oo  calling  upon  Mr.  Barnard,  she  was 
delighted  with  Seraphina's  appeai^ance; 
and  finding  her  talents  for  diawing  and 
music  had  been  highly  cultivated  by  Iier 
ftthw,  she  became  anxious  to  engage  her 
as  a  governess  to  her  daughters*  Lady 
£mily  had  ever  been  a  favourite  with 
Mr.  Barnard,  and  his  wife  well  knew 
that  if  any  person  on  earth  could  draw 
this  jewel  from  his  bosom,  it  would  be 
her,  but  she  did  not  think  it  would  be 
possible}  otherwise,  she  gave  her  own 
ooQsent ;  believing  that  it  would  increase 
the  utility  and  happineai  of  a  daughter, 
of  whom  she  was  justly  proud« 

Several  circumstances,  however,  con- 
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curred  to  render  such  a  home  most  de^ 
sirablej  an  intercourse  with  Home  >vas 
again  opened^  and  Mr.  ftumard  had  not ' 
oidy  many  formra  patrons  thefe»:  wha 
would  receive  him  with  pleasuse,  but  | 
some  who  were  considerably  indebted  to  | 
him  J  and  through  the  kind  exertions  of 
Lord  Deimar  he  bad  gained  various 
commissions  for  pictures  to  be  painted 
in  EomCf  it'  he  returned  there,  to  which 
he  had  no  possible  objectioUj  but  that  of 
his-  daughter's  health,  for  though  f  ully 
^  ^Established,  he  felt  upon  that  subject 
«  with  the  fears  a  parent  only  knows. 
{  Having  at  length  decided  that  he 
would  winter  in   Italy,   Mr.  Barnard 
agreed  that  his  daughter  should  imme* 
dtately  remove  to  Sir  Strahan  Churchill^ 
as  he  wished  to  ascertain  ihat  her  situ- 
ation there  should  be  in  every  respect 
perfectly  consonant  to  his  wishes,  before 
be  left  the  country ;  for  with  him  the 
ttr^are  and  happiness  of  his  child  was 
paran\ount  to  every  other  consideration. 
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He  also  made  one  decisive  agreement 
witii  Lady  Emily ;  which  was,  that  ii* 

she  found  herself  tempted  ^  (as  .numbers 
now  were)  to  take  a  trip  to  France,  his 
daughter  should  be  left  at  her  country* 
seat,  and  on  no  account  visit  a  countryt 
.which  he  considered  as  no  better  than 

a  den  of  thieves,  a  nest  of  ruffians, 
whose  atrocities  he  had  witnessed  too 
often  either  to  forgive  or  endure/' 

The  actual  removal  of  Seraphina,'  aiid 

^ .  projected  one  of  her  parents,  was 

much  the  greatest  affliction  poor  Orlando 

had  ever  known ;  and  he  now  conceived, 

that  the-  shackles  which  bomnd  him  to  his 

monotonous  duties  were  doubly  galling ; 

and  when  the  first  Sunday  evening  he 

visited  Mrs.  Barnard  at  the  accustomed 

Ju>ur,  and  found  h^  fieither  had  departed, 

in  consequence  of  indisposition,  and  that 

there  wd:S  no  ^eraphina  to  sootlie  his 

fears  respecting  him,  his  heart  sunk ; 

gloomy  forebodings  took  possession:  of 

bim;  and  tha*  consolations  of  Mrs*  Baiw 
* 
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nard  fdi  upon  his  ear  unheeded.  Orlando 
had  twice  looked  at  his  watch,  and  ob- 
servedy  that  it  was  time  for  him  to  set 
off,  and  as  often  had  Mrs.  Barnard  assured 
him  it  was  hot  his  time  yet,  when  the 
thundering  kndck  of  a  footman  an- 
nounced the  only  visitor  they  could  ex- 
pect at  such  an  hour,  Seraphina  being 
set  down  by  Lady  Emily,  as  she  was  on 
her  wa^^  to  the  Sunday  concerts  of  a  lady 
of  high  rapk»  ' 

Sersqphina  ,was  elegantly  though  not 
splendidly  dr.essed,  and  Orlando  thought 
he  had  rmw  weeik  W  look  so-i/i^l,  yet 
he  felt  disaatiflfied'  with  her  for  doing  so  $ 
^nd  when  she  proceeded  to  inibrm  her 

delighted  father,  with  what  kindxiessr 

_  ...  *    '  • 

litdy  Emily  treated  herj — that  she  had 
becai  one  night  to  the  Opera  $  another  to 
tlie  Concert  at  Hanover  Square;  that 
^e  had  sung  in  a  private  party,  and  been' 
highly  approved,  and  was  preparing  for 
a  much  larger,  which  Lady  Emily  was 
about  to  give ;  the  heart  of  Orlando  ap- 
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peared  to  fall  by  degrees^  into  the  yery 
clioBite  of  misery ;  every  circumstance 
which  opened  the  gaieties  of  lite  on  his 
young  friend^  seemed  to  shut  out  its 
Commonest  comforts  to  him. 

Many  times- Orlando  rose,  ready  to  fly, 
but  as  <^len  he  sat  down  again,  unable  to 
tear  himself  away,  until  Mrs*  Barnard  was 
compelled  to  urge  his  departure.  Sleep, 
for  the  first  time,  forsook  his  eyes,  and 
israse  of  iU4iam6uT  comtMned  with  that 
iC  grief)  to  wound  his  heart,  and  ex« 
iiaust  bis  spirits.  ' 

Yet,  surely,  it  was  not  envy  of  Sera- 
phiaa's  happineflB;'  Had  he  not  wished  a 
thou^itd  times  that  he  could  raise  her  to 
the  highest  pinnacle  of  greatness  ?  When 
had  he  indulged  a  dream  of  wealtli  or 
pleasure,  in  days  to  come,  in  which  she 
had  notf  as  his  iHend»  his  tddfe  tiian 


MSter,  been  the  principal  personage  in 
their  united  family  circle?  —Nor  could 
he  say,  in  conscience,  that  Seraphina  wa4 

changed,  even  when  she  described  those 
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tended  with  some  difficulty,  she  might 
depend  oo  receiving  the- whole  of  the 
ensuing  year's  demand,  or  more»  if  pos^ 
sible,  at  the  time  she  had  fixed  upon  for 
'  departure/* 

Mrs*  fiarniurd  received  this  letter  at 
the  hour  when  her  husband  was  gone  up 
to  visit  his  friend  Weston,  and  bring  him, 
and  his  lady  down  to  dinner ;  for,  as  the 
latter  could  not  walk  so  izx^  Mr.  Barnard 
never  asked  her,  but  when  he  was  able 
to  bring  her  himseli'  in  his  own  hack- 
ney coach/'  The  smiles  of  Mrs.  Barnard's 
welcome,  at  this  time^  called  fofth  no 
answering  smiles  from  her  .  guests ;  for 
the  days  were  npw  numbered  when  they 
mu§t  bid  adieu  to  those  friendly  greet-, 
ings,  whidi  had  so  long  afibsded  ti)em 
the  only  solace  <^  e:(ist(mce^  save  what 
tliey  \4erive4  from  each  other* 

After  listening  to  Mr.  Weston's  tale 
of  symptoms,"  which,  although  by  no: 
means  mora  lamentable  thas  i«uial,  were 
uttered  in  a  much  more  languid  tone. 
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Mrs.  JBaiaard  saidt  Well,  never  miud; 
rjl  cure  you  of  all,  with  your  good  lady's 
permission,  and,  although  my  prescrip- 
tion may*be  bitter  to  the  palate,  'twill  be 
sweet  to  the  heai  t  of  such  a  wi£»  as 
her/' 

"  What  can  you  mean,  my  friend? 
what  can  I  do  for  him 

Every  thing:  you  can  permit  him 
to  go  with  us  ;  if  he  winters  in  Italy,  it 
will  give  him  a  new  lease  of  life.  You 
know  that  when  you  first  parted  with 
Um  to  countxy  lodgings,  you  felt  it  a 
trial,  but  you  soon  got  over  it,  and  — 

^*  I  know  what  you  would  say,**  re- 
plied Mrs.  Weston,  and  I  kncf^, .  too^ 
what  you  think  and  have  a  right  to  think 
of  such  a  poor  creature  as  I  am  j  but 
though  very  weak,  I  am  not  selfish,  and 
if  my  dear  Weston  could  go,  I  shoald. 
be  most  happy  ^  yes»  very  iiappy  to  spare 
him/*  '  ' 

A  deluge  of  tears  followed  this  profes- 
.  lion  of  happiness,  whilst  her  husband  en»  * 
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treated  her  not  to  agitate  l^rsel^  as  tht 
thing  was  impossible.  *  * 

It  would  make  me  most  happy," 
said  Mr.  Barnard;  <<and  — a  fear  of 
Wounding  where  he  most  wished  to  heal* 
even  a  dread  that  his  wife's  benevolent 
Irishes  might  be  improperly  expressed, 
silenced  him  suddenly;  on  which  Mrs. 
Barnard,  who  had  arranged  her  plan,  inw 
mediately  added,  .  * 
f '     My  husband  is  so  afraid  of  speakinff^ 
but  the  thing  id  this :  he  wishes  to  engage 
you  to  write  a  history,  oc  description,  or 
something  of  that  sort,  for  which  he  will 
paint  views:  that's  the  matter,  only  1 
can't  explain  things  handsomely/'  - 
v.-Mr.  Weston's  countenance  br^htened 
into  happiness ;  and  he  seized  the  hand 
bf  his  friend,  as  he  said,     to  seal  the 
bargain/'  Most  cordidly  waft  it  given, 
though      painter's  head  was  at  the  mo* 
ment  averted ;  for  his  glistening  eyes  were 
employed  in  thanking  his  wife  for  having 
*rdieved  his  heart  of  the  twofold  load  | 
# 

ft 

I 

I 
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which  had  long  pressed  upon  it,  as  tgt 
the  desire  of  benefiting  his  Mendf  and 
the  difficulty  of  the  task,  both  in  pqint 
of  delicacy  aad  expense. 

Orlando  was  as  much  rejoiced  at  this 
arrangement,  as  he  could  be  with  any. 
thing  in  the  present  gloomy  state  of  his 
affiurs,  and  united  with  his  iathec  in  ear* 
oestly  pressing  his  mother  to  go  and 
board  in  the  country  when  the  travellers 
should  have  departed ;  but  this  she  po*^ 
ntively  refused,  saying,  <^  that  as  she  had 
(mly  him  left,  it  was  surely  right  that  she 
oiiQuld  live  near  him ;  and  that  on  the 
contrary,  she  would  have  lodgings  iu  the 
city     and,  as  she  really  exerted  herse)f 
to  the  utmost,  in  parting  with  his  father,, 
this  plan  was  agreed  to,  imd  she  remov-i 
ed  thither  accordingly.   As  Mr.  Weston, 
wanted  many  necessaries  previous  to  set- 
ting out,  (although  Mrs.  Barnard  took 
upoi^  lierself  aU  expenses  irom  that  time 
forward}    knoiwiog,''  as  she  internally, 
observed,    that  geniuses  were  quite  above 

VOL.  m.  D  _ 
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fnanaging  money,")  he  procured  it  froiu 
Aht  faitner  who  i«ntied  Weston  Green  y 
and  hftviog  also  recdved  the  money  in 
advaucet  for  a  projected  edition  of  iiis 
Successful  po§m,  he  was  enabled  to  make  ^ 
ft  kiindMine  pmMt  to  th#  hntchM ;  and 
to  leave  his  wife*  in  possesiion,  as  she  de* 
elaredf  of  more  tJban  she  wanted* 

At  length,  therefore,  they  set  .out  for 
Falmouth,  from  whence  they  took  ship- 
ping for  Leghorn,  *  a  plan  which  not  only 
was  desirable  for  Mr.  Weston'^  health, 
to  wliom  a  long  voyage  was  recommepd- 
dd,-  but  because  it  accorded  with  the 
"Wishes  of  Mr*  Barnard,  who,  so  iar  ftorn 
%4iig,  as  artists  in  general  very  wisely 
did|  to  view  the  riches  of  the  Louvre, 
aiid  inhale  the  spirit  of  art  from  that 
unrivalled  stofe^house,  was  desirous  of 

■ 

avoiding  a  place  which  reminded  him  of 
sAl  whicli  his  ibster  cQuntiy  ^had  lost; 
justly  observing,  ^*that  what  was  desir- 
aible  to  Qther  E^lishmim  in  his  profes* 
sion,  could  by  no  ineans  apply  to  one. 
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whose  hpst  days  had  been  blest  with  the 
advantages  they  sought.'' 

When  they  were  really  gone^  poor 
Mrs*  Westooy  like  a  bow  which  had  been 
bent  too  far»  relapsed  into  all  the  timidity 
and  helplessness  which  belonged  to  her 
character^  and  which  had  never  been 
counteracted  with  good  effect  by  any 
person  about  her  but  Mrs.  Barnard ;  who^ 
notwithstancUQg  the  dissimilarity  of  their 
diaractersy  rei^y  ioved  her  so  well,  that 
she  was  continually  endeavouring  to 
draw  out  all  that  was  most  estimable  iu 
her^  and  render  the  excellent  dispositions 
she  possessed  eflfoctive  in  their  operation, 
on  her  own  happiness  and  that  o£  the 
husband  whom  (like  herseli*  with  Mr* 
Barnard)  die  ^  loved  so  fondly.  Without 
any  motive  for  exertion,  and  with  a  con- 
stant excuse,  and  indeed  cause  fw  low 
spirits^  in  the  absence  and  ^  health 
her  husband,  Mrs,  Weston .  became,  now 
dependant  on  Orlando  for  all  the  hap- 
piness sl\e  enjoyed,  and  her  perpetual 
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demands  upon  his  attentionj  harassed 
the  young  man  and  offended  his  master^ 
vrithout  affording  the  least  possible  raief 
to  herself^  as  the  desire  for  his  company 
was  an  appetite  which^  the  more  it  was 
indulged, .  the  more  insatiate  it  Jbecame. 
Soon  after  Christmas,  Orlando's  heart  was 
^addened  by  the  sight  of  a  note  from 
Seiraphina  to  his  mother,  announcing  her 
arrival  in  London,  and  her  intention  of 
seeing  her  the  very  first  opportunity,  at 
the  same  time  lamenting  that  the  situation 
of  Mrs.  Weston  was  at  such  adistance  from 
the  resi4ence  Of  Sir  Strahan  Churchill^  as 
to  deprive  her  in  a  great  measure  of  the  I 
power  of  visiting  her,  which  slie  had 
'  counted  upon  as  her  highest  gratification 
during  the  absence  <^  her  parents. 

^<  I  wish,  mother,'^  said  Orlando,   ypu  i 
wpuld  leave  these  lodgings ,  it  would  be  | 
no  object  to  me  to  go  a  mile  farther  to 
see  you,  and  it^  is  a  wretched  dismal  place 
for  Seriqpbina  to  come  to»'^ 

J^ut  X  cannot,  my  dear,  for  my  money 
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iB  very  nearly  gone^  end*  I  shell  hevie  ho 
more  till  Gibmui  sends  some  from  Westofk 
on  Lady*dtiy«  and  then  you  know  it  will 
not  be  much.  I  was  so  anxious  tliat  your 
.father  ^hoAld  have  every  thing  comfort* 
^ble^  that  I  sent  a  tbmgs  after  him 
Jbo  Falmouth  that  1  knew  he  wished  lor ; 
and  somehow  I  thought  next  to  nothing 
would  keep.me,  but  I  find  a  littlego.es 
'^wy  day;«-»m  Loodon  Uiings  ahi  sb 
Asm.''  '      '  " 

Orlando  .was  much  conceriied  to  hear 
this,  for  he  really  .wanted  many  thingb 
it^htch  his  aflectiooate  consideration  witb» 
Jield  him  firom  speelung  oi^  and  wUcfa.  hdi 
.mother  had  .not  the  iaculty  of  discover- 
iiiig,  as  Mrs.  Barnard  did»  who  had  now 
for  nearly  four  years,  been  the  medium 

i^aU  these  haariMe  eomforts  to  be:found 
in  wdl^meided  atockii^  shirts^  cravatSt 

new-bound  hats,  ^nd  renewed  buttons* 
He  could  not  look  now  to  Seraphina'3 
.assistapce,  nor  did  he  wish  to*  woo  her 
pity  as  he  was  wonti  but  he  was  oer* 
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taioly  most  desirous  to  appear  smart  in 
her  eyesi  aad  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  €•!!  upoQ  her  in  her  magnificent  habit* 
utioOf  in  his  pntent  hfthiKtn^iim 

.  But  Orlando  was  not  humbled  at  this 
time  by  Seraphina's  appearance^  for  when 
he  first  saw  ^her  she  was  sitting  with  his 
mother  ill  A  gown  wUch  he  mt  putml 
tOt  and  all  that  appearance  in.  which  true 
kindness^  devoid  of  all  preteosiony  ^eeks 
to  have  itself  recognised  in  the  heart. 

She  htd  leccived  a  ietter,  mm  the 
4mnt  of  ;(MM  Snm  the  ti»ipeUers»  md 
tbdr  accounts  weie  of  the  most  agieeaUe 
kind,  so  that  the  evening  passed  delight- 
fully;  and  with  Seraphina  on  his  arm^  Ot» 
laiidb^  dUd  not  think  the  road  fMOt  the 
eitytoManchester-^uateet  all  too  long; 
but  the  housCf  the  lighted  hall,  theatylkh 
servants,  the  moment  they  flashed  upon 
his  eye,  subdued  the  spirits  in  which 
he  had  indulged,  and  he  eould  not  for- 
bear  wishing  that  Seraphina  had  never  be- 
-eome  the  inhabita&t  of  so  grand  a  pla/ce^ 
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'  ^  Biiti  mm  oalyoae  of  .the  d^nd^ 
aat8»V  Mid  Seraphinap  ,         1.  > 

-Nobody  am  remembei:  timtf  who  .sees 
yoUt  Seraphina;  l  am  sure  you  have  the 
-fNresenoe  of  a  princeai^''  i 
'  Seraphiiw  was  higiniiiBg  :t».  an^ar 
.when  the  door  of^aadt  and  a  tall  baud^ 
6ome  man  in  regimentals,  stepped  out ; 
be  likAe  to  Smdpbin^  and  miMslinfd  lisr 

4mjoiia4baii  firiandly.  ,  Tim  sttvaat  jiaU 
the  door  open,  it  was  too  late  for  Orlando 
to  stop^:  and  he  bad  it  scar(:dy  in  bift 
'powar to whiilfar,  ^.mkaii^r^  r 

brother.*^'  >'    "   J  "  *     f  .•  : 

■   The  door  was  closed,  and  with  it  the 

■ill*  that- heart,  whtti  he  ianMlnitdv:  nat> 
ceived  the  Captain  turo  back  t«  the  housa^ 
<4nd  M  he  passed  faim  again  Mrihifting 
-iiiiii'  nitb  tlutt  faaiiglil^  Hire,  #hi0h  the 
•iniriettce  «f-  jftotfuaty  4Mau.tbmd^m  at' 
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all  whot  from  the  hinnhkt  pgib  of  life^  dart  . 
to  cro«  the  steps,  Q.r  interatpt  the  viewab 
of  their  nm  «lMad  ftll^ 
'  But  the  spiik  €f  QrittMlo  m  not  to 
be  cowed  by  a  look,  and  the  eye  of  iii>^ 
sultf  met  that  of  cool  defiance^  in  so  de» 
iennaiate  a  gaze,  that  the  Captain  passed, 
Jttid  Orieada  walked  iMirard,  nore  eroet 
than  he  had  ever  done  kihia  life;  butloqg 
before  he  reached  home^  he  febimly  that 
lie  was  miserable ;  — >  that  he  had  lost  aa 
«ppbirtitiiity  of  ^huBm  Ma  fiwKnga  to 
Seraphiiiai  and  afaoyid  pgobaMy  never  ech 
joy  such  another;  whilst  ah^  auxronnded 
by  gaiety  and  splendor,  admired  and  flaU 
teradt  and  probably  feeling  only  for  him 
that  aisfeniy  regard  which  waa  all  he.  had 
.jiitherto  sought  to  iQ8|iire;  flii^t,  un^ 
blamed,  listen  to  sentiments  of  a  sofiter 
nature,  from  one  who  had  every  ad  vantage 
4if  pafaon  aad  aituatioik 

.Afevn^ta  w&m  thkb  Oilando  waa 
sent  to  the  west  end  of  the  town  on  busi* 
nen^'  and,  although  at  a  great  distance 
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ftwn  th#aqHttiBwiMM8tea|riiiM-lifa^  he 

ttHild  not  lorbw.jiwt  to  look  attiie  pkca; 
the  roQiui  jvere  .%l»ted  up  aa  if  compaoy 
were  «xpecte4f  and|  »fter  standing  for 
af<?w  ntatttesy;  lie;  perceived  Seraphiiui 
en^  Mid  going  up  to  •  haip;  place  her* 

ChuKrhill  entered  also^  and  appeared  to 
assist  her  in  regulating  the  strings^  and 
his  maimer  was  evidentiiy  that  of  one 
amduous  to  please;  in  iSeraphina  he 
could  discern  :no  pecu^arityt  and  even  her 
i%ure .  was  soon  taken  from  him  by  the 
drawing  of  a  curtain  j  he  i^eturned  in  a 
state  of  apxtety  stiU  mose  tercihte  thim 
the  past^  . 

In  a  few  days  he  was  planted  by  his 
mother  with  every  thing  he  appeared  to 
wanti  a  suit  of  clothes,  a  new  hatt  &c. 
she  seemed  delighted  with  his  surprise  $ 
and  to^  him  that  he  must  not  suppose 
2>he  had  distressed  herselfj  ibr  she  had  coui 
trived  a  plan  which  would  set  every  thing 
to  rights*.    J  mil  go/'  3aid  she,' «  Aild 
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qpend  two  or  iImb  months,  with  old 
nude  WMm ;  yookiioWtQrlttndo,  Ihsve 
unv  perMMMUjF  oftttdbd  inii.'^ 

Itwili  bt  natitfaUy  fiupposed^  that  Or* 
lando  thus  equipped  did  not  otnit  to  call 
on  SeraphiAa  the  first  export  unity  j  she 
met  him  in  tiM  iMm  iqppro{^^ 
use  of  lifcseif  and  ptipilif  both  of  wboia 
were  with  ben  She  received  liim  with 
evident  pleasure,  which  was  noC  decreased 
wfaeniba  meiitiottedr  as  hf  aeddMrt,  that 
Captafii  ChurcKiU  had  ikhat  noming  set 
out  for  FrancOi  whither  it  was  not  unlikel/ 
that  Sir  Strahan  and  Lady  Emily  would 
follow  him ;    in  which  case/^  she  added, 

as  that  journey  is  interdicted  to  me,  I 
believe  myself  and  my  charge  will  be 
sent  down  immediately  to  the  *  Oaks,'  in 
Rutlan(khirei  from  whence  we  so  lately 
canfe»^ 

In  th0  oourse  d  this  conversationt 

although  it  -was  necessarily  under  re- 
straint, Seraphina  so  earnestly  intreated 
Orlando  to  promote  his  mother^s  pl«n 
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foi*  Y^sitiBg  did  Mr.  Westotli  that  he  was 
m-  ^Mk'  ^  am  6f'  her  gotiig 
^  had  tkiffiitmbA  heri  nor 
ccnld  be  without  a  suspicioiH  that  she  had 
«ttidted  her  wkh  tlie  means  of  rentoval* 
It  was  pleasant  to  bicii  to  think  that  Se* 
nfiliiiia  «n  IttteMNei  ift  his  Mwte  wel» 
ftr^  aa  he  hoped  she  also  conceived  that 
AO  assistanett  his  uncle  could  render  him 
in  future  life  would  be  vahiable  to  hitn, 
mAem  iliMed:  by  berj  and  he  felt  ceif^ 
tainly  gratified  with  the  idea  that  she  was 
returmng  iato  the  country^  where  he 
might  hope  to  be  remembered  by  her, 
and  wkh  this  dhisriBbed  ticmsdlation  in  hiii 
laiiid  he  bfula  her  faMiMiL 

S^apbina  had  just  passed  her  eigh«» 
teentb  year^  and  was  certainly  much 
handsomer  now  than  when  Orlando  first 
te«w  be|^  being  then  a  tallf  nnfbrmed 
girl,  mcioh  more  matured  in  mind  than 
jperson^  She  inherited  &  good  figure  from 
^r  mother^  which  education  had  render* 

<d*niote  gracefol  liiaii  that  of  her  parent 
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Jbut  she  had  not  her  £»k  complexion  i  for 
that  of  Seraphina  ^was  indin^  to  the 
branctte;  ImrfiieeirM  fcwUuJy  m  good 
deal  like  her  iather'a  i .  but  it  waa  still 
more  like  the  tjoce^  which  adoroed  his 
paintiag  room,  and  had  so  often  excited 
jmeoijr  ottentkm  fiom  bti  wifii»  Uor 
j^yi^.woro  dark  and  briUiootf  yot  tb^ 
expression  was  mild  and  thoughtfulf  they 
were  the  eyes  of  the  dove  j  her  nose  was 
jiearly  that  oif  the*  Gtecmtk  oMae ;  her 
moudi  entirely  Roman  i  the  upper  Up 
short  and  fuU^  succeeded  by  a  dimpled 
chini  most  exquisitely  formed  ^  the  fine 
proportion  of  her  head,  neck,  and  ahool^ 
dersy  left  nothii^  Ant  tbe 'sculptor  to  dcr 
sire  i  and  her  whole  appearance  bad  an 
-air  of  unassuming  ^oodness^  quiet  dig<* 
nity,  and  innate  purity,  which  asked  only 
for  time,  to  render  it  the  perfect  repr^ 
tentative  of  a  Eoman  matron*  or  a  Chris^ 
tian  saintt  in  the  first  ages  of  the  church* 
The  highest  accomplishment  Seraphioe 

posaeisedlt  wa^  ber  knowledge  her 
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filter  tits  biaA  Admm^mmimk^ 

nogKp  and  her  grcgteit  dianiH  undoubU 
•Aly  consigtfid  ia  the  iweetaeas  and  com- 
pass of  her  voice,  which 

■    -   could  untie 

the  lia4ldea  soul  of  hannonjrt 

«  *  • 

4ad  produce  eflfecte  upon  the  hearersi 
rarely  found  in  any  private  performer, 
and  would  undoubtedly  have  insured  to 
her  both  ftme  and  fortune^  if  exhibited 
to  the  public}  but  of  such  destination, 
her  father  would  never  have  endured  the 
most  distant  bint,  nor  had  the  idea  ever 
been  ^presented-  to  her  mind. 

Proud  of  possessing  Sersphina  as  an 
-elegant  novelty,  and  looking  to  the  time 
when  her  own  lovely  little  girls  should 
be  as  tslented  and  Italialiised,  as  tlitfir 
jfouthful  governess.  Lady  -Emily  (now 
changed  from  a  tender  wife,  stru^^ling 
with  sorrow  and  poverty,  into  a  woman 
ot*  high  fiudiiott,  desirous  of  notoriety,) 
brought  forward  Seraphina  in  her  parties 
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with  a  friendly  zeal,  that       f^tot  ac# 
oordiiigito  kaowledge.^^  .  . 

Hie  poor,  pd  wm  at:  mea  faratiglit 
forward  iato a  Wiiurld  ta.  which  ahe  waa.^ 
total  stranger  $  as  a  kind  of  idoU  to 
whom  eveb  rahk  might  offis(.  incensci 
and  pride  might  b^ad;  caressedt  exhi- 
bited^  flaUeredi  and  «aoil«U  either  by 
the  friends  who  wished  to  eacourage.  her# 
or  the  insidious  who  sought  to  injure 

Ktf;  the  poor  girl  was  plaoed  cmmemU 
pence  which  memyBed  her  deitniotioi» 
while  it  advanced  ,  her  iJoportance«««f 
Where  is  the  human  being  that  adula- 
tion cannot  pbrvert,  ahd  luxurious  ioMp 
*  fiance  enervate  ?  Who  haa  a  right  to  ex* 

oecfc  from  eishieenft.  the  wiadom  o£ 

^f^^^^^^^r    ^^^m  ^^^^^^       ^^^^JiJ^^^^^^^^^^^* Jr       ^r^^^^  WW  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^       ^^^^  vPl^ 

perience ;  or  the  discriminatixm  called  for 
in  e  dependent,  who  is  expected  to  per- 
fimA  certain  duties  which  require*^ 
most  ardupua  and  selikxmtroUing  pa^ 
tMucfib  J^et  be  deemed  the  dispenser  of 
delight^  to  wealtht  talents,  beauty,  and 
iashion  ?  .   ,  . 

I 
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Happy  was  it  for  Seraphinat  that  she 
united  the  unsophisticated  good  sense 
of  her  mother»  to  the  towering  talents 
and  r^ned  sensibility  of  ^ber  father  $ 
still  more  happy  was  it  for  her^  that  both 
parents  fearing  that  her  early  impressions 
on  such  subjects  might  have  been  wrongt 
had  tidken  especial  piuns  to  render  rdi* 
gion  a  subject  of  her  constant,  itudy^ 
and  the  precepts  of  Christianity  the  great 
nile  of  her  life. 
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:  CHAP.  VII. 

«  .  •     •  • 

0 

Ill-fated  youth,  ah  !  wUther  wilt  thott  Ay  ? 

now  It  ii^by 
.  AM  omrtrd  mOt  die  rtorm. 

B£ATT1£. 

In  punuance  of  the  plan  she  was  finally 

compelled  by  her  poverty  to  adopts  Mrs* 
Weston  wrote  to  her  former  guardian, 
informing  him,  that  as  her  husband's 
health  had  obliged  him  to  try  the  effects 
of  a  milder  climate^  and  her  situation  was 
very  lonely>  she  would  (if  agreeable) 
spend  a  few  weeks  with  him,  il  being 
now  many  years  doce  she  had  enjoyed 
that  pleasure* 

In  reply,  the  unyielding  old  man  in* 
formed  her,  "  that  he  was  sorry  she 
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dwiild  be  iioder  the  neeMsity  dT  invents 
ing  a  falsehocKli  ;:€^ipect^^)lg  h«r  husband'^ 
healtbt  which  was»  most  prob^y»  as 
good  as  it  was  ever  likely  to  have  been  ia 
London ;  that  he  waa  well  aware^  that 
he  had  been  wiahing  to  travel  for  the 
last  twenty  yeara»  and  havipg  now  met 
with  some  kind  of  a  runagate  like  him* 
self,  had  eboaen  to  aefc  o£^  »nd  leave  her 
to  ahift  aa  ahe  eoidd  (  he  wa8» .  ho  wever^ 
villii^  to  receive  her  from  that  time  till 
Easter  j  wh^n^ .  9s  his  housekeeper  wa$ 
g(^9g  to  improve  the  house,  itt  would,  not 
he  pqasiUe:  to  do  with  company/' 
:  This  uqgraciotta  pernuaiion*  fortune 
ately  reached  .Mrs«  Weston^  at  the  very 
time  when  Seraphina  was  bidding  her  a 
hasty  adiea  |  and  oMMfcidua  -  that  the 
alarmed  pridet  and  wounded  fecAinga^  of 
Orlando^  would  not  fail  to  resent  itt  and 
yet  that  the  total  helplessness  of  his  own 
flituatkm  Tendered  it  melt  expedient  to 
bend  to  i^rciimatanoei^  ahe  peraueded 
>lrs«  Weston  entirely  to  joonceal  it  p  and 
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to  fortify  her  mind  against  the  evils  she 
might  encounter  at  Mr.  Weston's.  Se- 
raphina,  at  this  time,  had  nothing  but 
counsel  to  give,  except  a  few  articles  of 
dress  which  she  had  brought  in  the  coach, 
and  a  kind  rtiessage  to  Orlando,  which 
conveyed  a  very  small  portion  of  those 
thoughts  which  occupied  her  heart  re- 
specting him.  .  .      -  . 
r  It  thus  happened,  that  Orlando  was 
deprived  of  personal  intercourse  with  all 
he  loved,  but  he  was  at  that  happy  pe- 
riod of  life,  when  hope  can  receive  nou^ 
rishment  even  from  the  hand  of  impro- 
bability ;  and  combining  Seraphina  with 
$11  his  future  views  of  life,  rendered  hiitt 
^diligent  in  his  business,  anxious  to  ac- 
quire all  possible  knowledge  in  it,  and 
full  of  hope  as  to  the  issue  of  his  mother^s 
visit. 

"  Alas!  these  hopes  were  quashed  at  a 
very  early  period  ;  his  mother's  first  let- 
ter was  full  of  complaints ;  and  her  se- 
cond, though  it  suppressed  particular  in* 
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Stances  of  cruel  tauntings  frpiu  her  uncles 
and  unmerited  insolence  from  his  ser- 
vants, yet  spoke  of  her  situatitfQ-as  A9&» 
hiteiy  imtenftble ;  aiid»  that  she  should 
certainly,  not  remain  a  single  day  b^ond 
the  period  when  Gibson  would  send  her 
ttoney,  which  she  hoped  would  be  Lady« 
day  i  from  whieh  tifiie,  she  cStmimiMoned 
him  BgBin  to  seek  £w  a  lodging  ibr  her. 
*  When  Mr.  Uanbury  heard  of  Mm 
Weston's  return^  he  lain  en  ted  it  exceedi^ 
ingly,  obsetring,  tItetaldiough  Ue  could 
aot  Uaiiie  a  yoiiog  laan  for  obeying  tlw 
wishes  of  a  mother  so  situated,  yet  really 

•  •         •  ■ 

the  perpetual  denumds  she  had  been 
^Wot  to  make  upon  his  time,  either  by 
oomi^MulfcB  «of  i}IitM%  wbioh  must  be  ih^ 
^taatiy  attended -to;  notes,  which  must 
be  immediately  answered ;  or  grievances 
tihat  he  could  only  settle  in  person  ;  had 
twrn  a  ttk  ufion  faia  eerviass,  to  whMi  it 
was  diffieult  to  iiilMnit  $  and  be  advised 
Orlando,  to  intreat  her,  most  earnestly, 
to  remain  where  she  was,  and  struggle 
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ynth  her  difficulties  till  sbe  subdued 
Jthem  s  o^ieriug  to  write^  liiiiiaelf»  to  Mr* 
.Westoot  aod  point  out  to  liiai  th^  pro* 
priety  of  offering  an  asylum  to .  the  ne- 
phew of  hit  wife,  during  the  period  ot* 
her  huftbaud's  absrace. 

•  «  * 

.  These  letters  were 
}^g\y9  before  the  time  when  Mrs.  Weston 
was  expected;  but  unfortunately,  Gibs0O 
the  farmer^  .w»  literally  true  to  his.ap* 
poiotmeott  and  paid  Airs.  Weston  her 
rent  on  tbe  morning  of  the  4dy  specified 
and  as  she  ))ad  been  very, unwell  for 
several  daysi  and  thm^foieb  was  desirous 
of  being  in  a  home  of  her  own>  fmd  was 
also  goaded  to  take  her  depai:tM^^.  by  the 
jiousekeeper  of  her  unclet .  slie  set  out 
the  very  evening  of  ^ that  day,  to  return 
to  London.  . 

-  When  Mrs.  Weston  arrived  at  Stam^ 
ford,  she  became  ^p.  ill,  that  her  fellow 
passengers  insisted  upon  her  remaiuing 
there^  and  the  nextrinfiNrmation  Orlando 
received^  was  firom  a  medical  gentlemaa 
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who  had  been  called  in,  and  who  in- 
fiMrraed  hkn^  that  he  wrote  to  desire  his 
immediate  presedcey  for  his  mother  hav- 
ing ventured  to  travel  under  very  threat- 
ening s)^mptoms,  of  course  there  was 
little  chance  of  her  escaping  a  fever  of 
the  most  alarming  nature* 

Poor  Orlandot  almost  wild  with  dis« 
tress  and  horror,  ran  with  the  letter  in 
his  band,  to  Mr.  Hanbury,  who  did 
not  hesitate  a  moment  to  furnish  him 
with  money  ibr  his  journey,  and  ad-» 
vice  how  to  proceed.  Upon  enquiry,  he 
found  that  a  coach  would  leave  the  Bull- 
and-Mouth  at  five  that  evening,  and  he 
instantly  proceeded  to  secure  a  place^ 
In  all  the  agitation  of  wretchedness, 
feeling  every  hour  an  age,  he  continued 
with  increasing  anxiety,  to  walk  up  and 
down  the  warehouses,  till  the  clock 
struck  four,  when  taking  a  small  package 
of  necessaries  under  his  arm,  he  repaired 
to  the  inn. 

The  unceasing  noise  and  bustle  of  this 
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11 

^94 

qut  coaches  to  every  part  o£  the  kingdom  i 
ofiered  a  little  relief*  to  the  int^$ity  of 
Orlando's  anxiety,  by  inducing  hio)  to 
watch  every  coach,  lest  in  the  univenal 
bustle  he  should  lose  his  own,  and  as- 
he  knew  that  it  waited  the  arrival  of 
8pme  otherSf  in  order  that  the  passengers 
might  be  forwarded,  he  was  induced  from 
the  feverish  ,  anxiety  of  his  mind,  to  await 
the  emptying  of  many  Yebieiesy  with 
which  he  had  no  concern.   Whilst  thus 
etx]|)loyed9  he  caught  the  sound  of  a 
female  voice,  familiar  to  his  ear,  speak» 
ing  to  the  coachman  io  a  low  and  tre- 
mulous tone,  desirmg  him  to  procure  a 
coach  to  take  her  to  the  very  street  in 
which  his  mother  had  lately  lodged. 

Struck  with  the  circumstance,  he 
pressed  through  all  the  oppontion  of 
wheelflb  horses,  passepgers  and  porters, 
to  obtain  a  view  of  the  sip^aker,  but  this 
was  by  no  means  easy  j  the  lamps  \v*re 
lit,  and  the  lights  onlv  served  to  refifl^r 
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objects  in  the  shade  less  visible,  ftnd  iM 
htd  akeady  spoken  to  three  ladi«»  iKrtie 

of  whom  he  bad  ever  seen  before,  when 
the  coach  so  ordered  was  announced  as 
waiting,  and  a  figure  darted  from  behind 
him,  as  if  to  uiswet  to  the  summons* 

That  figure,  although  much  muffled 
and  wearing  a  veil,  certainly  resembled 
Seraphina,  be  followed  her,  and  again  in 
a  low  voice,  caught  the  sound  of  his 
mother^s  Bumber,  he  could  hesitate  no 
longer,  but  gently  laying  his  hand  upon 
her  arm,  said,  "  Seraphina  I** 

A  shriek  of  horror  escaped  her,  and 
she  clung  to  the  coach-door,  in  such 
trembling  agitation,  that  thinking  she 
might  faint,  he  ventured  to  put  -  his  left 
arm  round  her,  while  he  lifted  up  her 
veU  with  the  right,  in  order  to  give  her 
air,  and  perceived  that  it  was  indeed 
Seraphina,  but  looking  so  wild  and  ter- 
rified, that  it  immediately  struck  him, 
that  she  had  learnt  the  dreadful  intelli- 
genoft^  part^  and  was  herself  flying  to 
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his  mother,  not  knowhig  whwe.ahe  wad) 
oa  speaking  to  her  agaiOf  she  turned 
round,  and  getting  at  the  moment  a  full 
view  of  his  face,  she  gave  him  a  look 
full  of  grateful  recognition,  and  uttering 
a  faint,  thank  God,''  burst  into  a  flood 
of  tears. 

'  Coach,  after  coach,  now  called  for  a 
clear  passage,  and  Orlando  not  daring  to 
leave  the  spot,  supported  her  on  his  arm  i 
and,  giving  the  hackney  coachman  a  shil* 
ling,  retired,  as  well  as  he  was  able  with 
his  almost  helpless  burden  into  the  yard, 
where  he  had  scarcely  entered,  when  the 
eoachman  bawled  aloud,  for  the  pas^ 
sengers  of  the  Kockiagham,  of  which  he 
was  one. 

^<  What  shall  I  do?  that  is  the  coach 
I  am  going  in*'' 

^<  yo2i(, going!  tell  me  then  where  I 
shall  find  your  mother  ?'* 

Alas !  I  am  going  to  her^  she  is  now 
lying  dreadfully  ill  at  Stamford." 

€t       will  go  together,"  said  Sera- 
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fUmM,  paapiag  him  with  trembling  eager- 
ness ^  and  oh!  dear  Orlando,  let  me 
Imeech  you,  by  all  the  lote  liut  exiats 
between  our  pMenta,  nerer  km  a^bt  of 
me  again,  no !  not  for  a  moment.'' 

It  waa  now  evident  that  Seraj^ina 
was  labouring  under  some  a£9iction  to 
which  he  was  a  stranger,  and  that  she 
i^oke  under  the  influence  q£  terror  anil 
apprehenaioni  yet,  in  Orlando's  ear,  these 
were  the  most  delightful  sounds  she  had 
erw  uttered,  and  ixMr  a  few  moments 
the  purest  joy  sufiused  his  besom:  but 
he  had  no  time  for  reply }  it  was  found 
that  there  was  one  inside  place  by  which 
the  lady  could  be  accommodated,  and 
into  wbich;  she  was  instantly  handed, 
and  poor  Orlando,  mounted  over  her 
headp  felt  that  he  could  indeed  hazard 
more  than  life,  for  the  treasure  within. 

When  the  coach  stopped,  for  the  pas^ 
seogers  to  take  the  only  refreshment  they 
would  liAve  till  morning,  Seraphina,  who 
had  by  this  time  found  that  she  was 
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literally  returning  the.  way  die  eaine» 
wished  to  avoid  bdng  seea  by.  the  ptsople 
of  the  house ;  and^  though  really  wanting 
refreshment,  agreed  to  walk  before  the 
house  ynth  Orlando^  until  they  were 
leady  taset  out  agaim   She  nowt  learnt 
aU  the  particulars  of  his  mother^a  .casei 
with  which  he  was  acquainted,  and  was 
about  to  reply  to  his  anxious  enquiry,  as 
to  her  unexpected  appearance  in  London, 
whea  ahe  gave  him  a  sign,  intimating  | 
her  wish  .for  silence   at  the. moment,  one  1 
of , the  hostlers  observed  to  a  post-boy— 
^  The  cattle  ha!  suffered,  shamefully, 
'   that  Wilkins  and  you  drove  that  there  1 
captain  with,  this  morning*   I  suppose 
he  paid,  you  banaome  j  but  it's  very  hard  | 
upon  the  dumb  craturs.'*  | 

Thaf s  true }  but  I  coold^nt  help  its 
he  was  such  a  devil,  i£  we  bad'nt  a  drove 
like  mad»  I.  should'nt  ha'  wondered  if 
heM  a  shot  us.*  He  was  quite  one  of  your 
%hti£^.  chaps,  his  man  aaid,  and  nev^T  | 
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let  nothing  stop  him,  as  he'd  set  his 
mind  00**^  • 

^<  And  what  was.  he  after  in  such  a 
gifFey  now  ?  why,  it  ben^t  a  fortnight 
sioee  he  went  through  before,  and  said 

I  as  how  he  was  corned  from  France,  and 
when  I  was  a  harnessing  this  morningi 

I  bis  servant  said,  they  were  off  to  seek  a 

'  fieedie  in  a  bottle  oi  hay,  he  kaew>  ^nd- 
tliey  would  be  very  like  back  again  be- 
fore to-morrow  was  over,  or  may  be  to 

;  -night'*  ~ 

Put  me  in  the-  «oacb,  OrliwidOf'' 
;  said  Seraphina^ 

Oxlanda  complied  with  lier  requesty 
and  became  her  ceatinel»  while  he  dis- 
patched one  of  the  people  for  a  glass  of 
^^us  and  a  rusk  j  but  having  now  gained 
some  tittle  light,  as  be  apprehended,  on 
foor  iSa-ftphina's  situation,  he  ielt  ri^lieved 
when  they  again  set  forward. 

At  seven  in  the  morning,  they  reacned 
Stamford  \  and  as  the  coach  stopped  at 
the  inn  where  poor  Mrs..  Weston  was  con- 

« 
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fined,  they  were  immediately  admitted  tc 
her  apartment ;  but  alas !  ere  tbey  beheld 
her,  they  were  aware  of  her  dread& 
situation,  which  was  that  of  high  fever 
attended  witli  delirium,  in  which  she  wa 
in  a  voice  far  beyond  her  usual  pitch 
calling  for  her  son,  her  husband,  aoi 
Mnu  Barnard ;  now  beseeching  their  pit; 
in  the  most  moving  language,  —  now 
precating  their  cruelty  in  forsaking  her. 

For  eight  days  and  nights»  the  terrS)! 
anxiety  and  heart-rending  pity  experi 
enced  by  these  young  people,  (who  alil^ 
attended  with  unceasing  vigilance  on  tb 
unconscious  sufferer,)  knew  no  respite 
but  after  this  she  became  cahn,  the  fevt 
was  subdued,  but  life  hung  on  so  fed)| 
a  thread,  that  every  breath  threatened  t 
dissolve  it  j  and  even  her  joy  on  learnm 
that  her  son  and  Semphina  were  preseo 
threatened  to  be  fataL 

AnoUier  and  another  day  passed,  ar. 
she  was  pronounced  out  of  all  iraniediat 
danger  j  but  there  was  reason  tafcar  tbi 
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an  attack  of  dreadful  rheumatic  aflection 
had  fallen  upon  her  limbs,  whicli  might 
prob^ily  leave  her  ao  invalid  ibr  life; 

md  a  loQg  and  dreary  confinement  was 

« 

evidently  before  her,  attended  inevitably 
with  an  expense  to  which  she  was  utterly 
inadequate. 

When  Mrs.  Weston's  disease  had  in- 
{creased  to  such  a  degree  as  to  produce 
deliriumi^  the  inn-keeper  had  placed  her 
purse,  which  contained  between  forty  and 
fi&y  pounds  in  t^  hands  of  the  surgeon^ 
vliOt.  perceiving  that  his  patient  was  a 
getitlewomani  and  that  she  carried  about 
her  quite  as  much  cash  as  any  person  in 
affluent  circumstances  was  likely  to  do, 
gave  orders  that  not  only  every  care  requir* 
ed  by  necessity  and  compassion,  but  those, 
which  accorded  with  wealth,  should  be 
assigned  her,  and* the  genteel  appearance 
of  the  youQg  people  who  to  instantly 
obeyed  his  ^injunction,  and  who  alike, 
seemed  ready  to  raise,  heaven  and  earth 
in-faer  behalf,  confirmed  him  in  the  pro^ 
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priety  of  his  plan.  Seraphina  aceustomed 
only  to  the  convenieoces  of  wealth,  saw 
nothing  in  Mrs.  Weston's  accommodation 
beyond  mere  necessaries ;  but  the  invalid 
herself,  who  had  beheld  in  the  hmse  of 
her  rich  uncle  the  utmost  frugality,  and 
had  lefl  it  at  a  time  when  she  was  seri- 
ously ill,  under  the  consciousness  that  her 
wants  would  be  too  scantily  administereift 
'    to^  became  soon  alive  to  the  circuttstancey 
and  the  first  time  she  was  enabled  to 
sit  up  for  an  hour,  she  declared  her 
anxiety  to  ^et  into  lodgings^  and  in-» 
fflsted  upon  Orlandd's  enquiring  for 
soipct  as  she  could  be  removed  to  them 
in  a  sedan-chair* 

«  We  will  talk  to  Seraphina  about  it ; 
slie  is  'gone  to  make  the  ^  barl^-water 
herself/'   

In  a  moment  Seraphina  rushed  into 
the  room,  evidently  in  great  agitation, 
and  having  locked  the  door,  threw 
herself  into  the  first  chair,  pale  and 
tremblings 
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FcHT  Heaven's  sake,  tell  me  what  is 
the  matter     said  Orlando* 

^<  I  have  seen  him  -~  seen  Captain 
ChurchiUl" 

There  is  not  man  living  who  shall 
dare  to  insult  or  terrify  you  thus/'  cried 
Orlando;  faaistening  to  doar» 

^<  Hold!'' said  Senphinat  catching  him 
by  the  arm ;  ^<  you  terrify  me  still  more : 
stop  but  a  moment*  Ahi  there  he  is 
gone*    I  saw  his  carriage  at  the  door«'^ 

^  What  is  aH  this  about  said  the 
invalid.  Surely  no  one  is  going  to  arrest 
Orlando?*' 

Oh  i  hOf  my  dear  Ma'amt"  said  S& 
xaphina  recovering  i  it  is  all  over  now ; 
I  was  only  frightened*** 

But.  you  look  very  pale,  ray  love, 
and  Orlando  very  red }  pray  tell  me  all 
about  it  ?'* 

^*  There  is  very  little  to  tell ;  yet  it 
is  true  that  I  have  suffered  much, 
and  am  indeed  daily  suftering  from  this 
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wicked  maD»  because  l  ieel  perpetual 
dread  of  him«V 

^  Wicked!  then  he. is  not  a  lover  of  j 
yours 

.  Serapbina^s   glowing   cheeks  spoke 
jsloquently^  though  she  only  tittered, .  in  | 
almost  inaftiaikte  sounds,  .-f  ^  iSdaJ^  she:  bfe^  j 
Sieved  .he..wi|s  samething  of  .that  kind, 
J>ii.t,v;er^  .wicked  too^V.  "4 
e .  Qrl^do,  paced  the  floor  with 
steps#  ;      .  .  .   .  .  , 

-  But  I  thought  all  the  ChurchiUs 
went  to  France  .   '  •  .  ^  .  . 

They  did,  Ma'am  :  in  the  first  place 

Captain  ChurchiU  went,  and  wrote  thence 

p'ttstiadiiig  his  brother  and  Lady  Bniily 

to  follow.  They  obeyed  his  wishes,  after 

sending  me  into  the  country }  but^  to 

my  astonishmeQt,l  Captain  Churchill  left 

them  in  France,  and  came  down  to  the 

Oaks/';  ;  ;  j 
,  «^  IThat  .was^  very  odd  j  .what  reason 

sUd' he.  jplve  ?*. . . .  .'.1     ...      i  f. 


Digitized  by  Google 


TALES  OF  THB.  PBIOBT.  St 


. .  ^  Ohl  faibrefi«>A--«but  I  cmnnot  talb 
about  him ;  all  I  can  say  is>  that  after 
euduring  more  vexation  -— m  short -~ 
at  lengthy  much  .as  I  loved  the  children^ 
and  higfajy  as  I  esteem  Lady  Emilyi  I 
was  compelled  literally,  to  riin  away  j 
ti»t  .by  chance  I  got  a  place  in  «  coach 

at  f  and  in  London^-  on  alighting,  I 

found  Orlando^  who  brought  me  to  you^ 
and  if*  I  have  done  ^oi^.gdod,  dear  Mrst 
Weston,  I  will  not  regret  any  thing  th^t 
has  happened  j  but  I  am  very  unhappy, 
for  r  have  no  other  friend,  and  I  fear 
jthat  I  shall  be  blamed  exceedingly/' 

Yes,^'  said  Orlando,  you  will  be 
blamed  ibr  coming  hither  with  me,  and 
perhaps  they  will  say but,  dear  Se« 
raphina,  remember  wh^t  you  said  your* 
self  that  very  night,  —  Orlando,  never 
lose  sight  of  me  again/'  Enable  me  then 
to  fidfil  your  own  wishes ;  permit'me  to  be 
your  protector  frcnn  this  and  every  o^er 
Wicked  man ;  man^  me/'  * 
*  Orlando  spoke  in  all  the  tremor  d»d 
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.  tender  solicitude  awakened  by  lovet  sor« 
row,  and  recent  indignation^  and  was 
taking  Seraphina^s  hand,  when  she  sud* 
denly  threw  herself  on  her  kiiees  by 
Mrs*  Weston,  and  hid  her  weeping,  blush^ 
ing  face  in  the  lap  of  the  poor  invalid, 
who  cast  upon  her  son  a  look  full  of  the 
most  tender  pitjr  and  anxiety* 

Mother,  dear  mother,  speak  to  her 
if  you  are  able :  'tis  true  I  have  never 
talked  of  love,  but  my  whole  soul  has 
been  full  of  nothing  else.  Seraphina  is 
the  very  liie  of  my  life ;  I  love,  admke, 
adore  her ; — surely  I  ought  to  protect 
her.  ^Tis  true  I  am  very  poor,  —  I  am 
even  bound  to  another !  Yes !  I  am 
Mrretched.  I  am  unworthy  of  her.  I 
must  not  ask  her  to  marry  me«^^ 

Seraphina  raised  her  eyes ;  —  they  met 
those  of  Orlando,  and  told  him  him  that 
she  was  not  unwilling  to^  share  his  po- 
verty, and  in  a  moment  his  distress  was 
removed ;  but  they  still  both  hung  with 
looks  of  intense  sojiicitude,  on  the  only 
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fiitat  to  whom  they  could  look  for 
eoonsd,  and  who  imfortunately  was  the 
least  able  to  direcj;  them. 

^  Indeed,  my  dears,  I  don't  know 
what  to  say  to  you,  you  are  both  so  very 
young ; »  but  to  be  sure  I  wouldnH  have 
Seiaphina  go  back  for  the  world  to  be 
iasolted  by  that  naughty  man  j  and  cer- 
tainly, coming  with  you,  though  she  did 
I  it,  poor  lambf  from  ber  kindness  to  me^ 
ia  the  goodness  of  her  heart,  may  be 
misconstrued  j  — « indeed  I  had  rather, 
child,  that  you  married  her  with  nothings 
than  any  body  else  with  ten  thousand 
pounds,  and  Vm  sure  if  she  could  bring 
hersell'  to  share  my  little  income,  I  should 
be  most  happy*  There  is  no.  objection 
but  your  youth  and  your  poverty  j  and 
for  that  matter  a  married  life  is  the.  best, 
with  all  its  trials :  I  was  always  easy  when 
I  had  your  dear  &ther  near  me.'' 

With  such  an  ameliorator  of  all  diffi^- 
culties,  no  wonder  that  two  young  people 
who  wore  fondly  attached,  and  certainly 
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awkwardly  situated^  should  unhappily  be 
blind  to  all  consequences,  and  rusli  into 
an  engagement  to  which  they  fancied 
themselves  iinpciiedt  not  only  by-  Icfve, 
but  propriety^  which  was  the  conti- 
nual excuse  of  poor  Seraphina,t  to  her 
own  hearty  for  her  good  sense  could  by 
no  means  be  blind  to  the  dangers  which 
surrounded  them.  As  another  foi:tnight 
diust  elapse  before  they  could  be  united, 
Orlando  wrote  to  Mr.  Hanbury,.  inform- 
ing him  of  the  state  of  his  mother,  and 
begging  permission  to  remain  with  her  a 
short  time  longer.  To  this  lettei;  Mr«  H. 
replied^  by  saying,  ^<  that  as  he  had  been 
compelled  to  take  an  experienced  person 
into  the  house,  to  supply  Orlando*s  place, 
and  engage  him  positively  for  six  xncfnths, 
it  was  now  immaterial  to  him  when  he 
returned,  and  since  he  was  now  a  con- 
siderable way  on  the  road  to  his  uncle% 
perhaps  he  could  not  have  a  better  op- 
portunity of  visiting  him  for  .  a*  short 
time }  he  should  only  add,  that  he  might 
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Berve  out  the  remaining  half-year  o£  his 
time  whenever  it  suited  him,  but  he  was. 
too  late  to  render  it  serviceable  for  the 
present  season*'' 

This  letter  unfortunately  gave  the 
youthful  husband  that  liberty,  which,  as  • 
a  lover,  he  sighed  for.  As  soon  as  pos- 
sible, they  were  married,  and  at  the  same 
time  poor  Mrs.  Weston  removed  .with 
them  into  respectable  lodgings  i  and  on 
the  following  day,  Orlando  settled  ac- 
ttNints  with  tiie  innkeiq[>er  and  thie  medical 
man,  which  not  only  completely  involved 
the  last  shilling  oi'  his  mother's  property, 
but  likewise  encroached  upon  Seraphina's 
purse,  which  had  ,  been  amply  supplied 
1^  Lady  £mily,  *  when  she  took  leave 
ether. 

.  For  a  few  weeks  Orlando  was  very 
'  ^^PPyj  he  was  not  only  gratified  in 
his  iove,  ' which  seemed  to  increase  every 
hour  i  but  in  the  exercise  of  those  ele- 
gant pursuits  which  had  formed  the 
employment  of  his  life,  when  liis  ac« 
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quaintance  with  Seraphiiia  commenced. 
With  her  he  drew,  he  sang,  he  wmlked^ 

he  read }  her  constant  attention  Jlo  his 
enieebled  parent,  the  care  she  manif  ested 
in  their  expenditure,  the  integrity  and 
the  benevolenee  of  her  heart,  riveted*  his 
esteem,  as  much  as  her  talents  captivated 
his  heart  and  charmed  lus  imagination ; 
and  in  spite  of  his  cares  for  the  future, 
he  felt  rich  in  the  possession  of  a  prize 
he  deemed  invaluable. 

Orlando,  was  not,  however,  so  iar  lost 
to  common  sense,  and  common  cares,  as 
not  to  perceive  the  daily  waste  of  Seraph* 
ina's  little  store,  and  to  fed  the  insecority 
of  his  happiness,  and  he  endea\xmred  to 
procure  employment  in  the  town,  either 
as  a  clerk  in  a  counting-house,  or  even 
as  a  shopman  in  the  business  he  had 
served  in  j  but  alas !  this  was  a  period  in 
which  all  business  stood  still,  an  awful 
cloud  was  again  cast  overj  Europe,  by 
the  return  of  Buonaparte  from  Elba, 
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md  at  this  time  the  battle  of  Waterloo 
was  impending. 

When  from  the  public  journals^  Sera- 
phina  becaaie  ssmredf  that  Captain 
Churchill  had  left  the  kiogdom^  ahe  ven« 
tared  to  write  to  the  Oaks,  desiring  the 
housekeeper  to  forward  her  clotlies,  oi 
which  she  stood  in  great  need,  having 
tmly  the  habit  which  she  wore  and  a  iew 
necessaries  with  her.  She  then  learnt 
that  Sir  Stralian  and  Lady  Emily  were  at 
BrosKlsy  bht  the  children  were  happily 
iiflder  the  care  of  their  father's  sjster^ 
and  that  from  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Cburchillv  who  had  sought  her  in  eveiy 
direction,  a  suspicion  of  the  true  cause 
sf  her  flight  was  entertained.  Ah  1  how 
soon  was  the  guilty  cause  of  it»  called 
to  his  great  account  i  He  was  mortally 
wounded  in  the  field  of  Waterloo,  but' 
died  at  Brasses. 

Poor  Mrs.  Weston  by  no .  means  ga- 
thered strength^  and  it  was  evident  that 
she  needed  those  restoratives  which  she 
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was  imwiUing  to  ckun^  IhA  which  the 

affectionate  hearts  ot'  her  children  were 
anxious  to  procure  her;  under  such  a 
drain,  the  purse  of  poor  Seraphina  was 
speedily  exhaustedt  and  her  ksfe  gmnea 
was  exchanged  before  she  had  been  mar- 
ried three  months* 

Often  would  poor  Mrs.  Weston  now 
wi8h.for  the  coDtents  of  that  pockety  of 
which  she  had  been  robbed,  and  the 
value  of  her  rings  and  watch  were  ire- 
quentlj  dilated  upon — but  alas !  she  had  i 
no  treasures  which  she  coiiid  possibly  | 
turn  to  moneyi  and  when  she  applied  to 
Gibson  for  a  little  in  advance^  she  waa 
informed^  that  so  far  from  being  able  to  | 
s^id  her  any  at  that  time^  tirom  a  iwiety 
of  misfiortunesi  he  should  be  utterly  un*  j 
able  to  supply  it  at  the  usual  rent  day, 

'  and  he  hoped  she  would  have  the  good- 
ness to  grant  him  time,  because  he  had 
never  jret  treipassed  upon  them,  and  was 

«  loath  to  do  it  now# 
'  Orlando  left  no  means  whatever  un* 
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tried  of  gaining  employment :  be  offered 
himself  even  to  the  most  menial  offices, 
but  no  one  who  looked  upon  him^  could 
think  of  engaging  liim,  and  he  regretted 
a  thousand  timest  that  he  had  not  re* 
moved  to  London  whilst  it  was  in  his 
power  i  as  thare  it  would  have  been  pos- 
sible to  have  found  employment,  which, 
in  a  country  town,  was  wholly  denied. 
At- length,  by  the  sale  of  his  watch^  and 
smne  trinkets  of  Seraphina%  they  were 
^aablied  to  leaye  their  lodgings  and  re« 
move  to  others  in  a  poor  cottage  at  the 
edge  of  the  town^  where  they  had  at  least 
the.  satisfaction  of  sinking  into  that  ob- 
scurity which  is  the  refuge  of  poverty. 
.  £rom  this  plaoe  Mreu  Weston  wrote  to 
her  unde,  recapitulating  her  misfortunes 
(with  all  of  which  he  was  well  .  ac* 
quainted  already),  and  informing  him^ 
that  from  the  incapacity  of  Gibson  to 
advance  her  any  money,  she  was  really 
driven  to  great  distress,  and .  that  if  she 
had  not  been  ali'eady  asasted,  she  must 
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haver  applied  to  iiim  before,  espectftUy  9i 
she  could  in  the  late  state  of  4>ublio 
affiursy  bear  from  her  husband ;  she  there- 
lore  earuestly  reques^d  liim  to  advance 
her  something  i'or  her  immediate  support. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  clays,  an  answer . 
was  received,  in  which  Mr,  Weston  told 
her,  <^  that  she  was  bewtily  welcome  to 
the  bill  he  had  inclosed ;  but  at  the  same 
time  he  must  inform  her,  that  it  was  the 
last  she  need  ever,  expect  from  him :  for 
that  her  ibUy  in  drawing  away  her  soi> 
&om  his  business,  and  in  permitting  his 
marriage  with  some  kind  of  a  proud 
beggar,  was  what  he  never  could  forgive, 
at  least  until  he  learnt  that  the  young 
man  had  fulfilled  his  agreement,  by  serv« 
ing  the  remainder  of  his  time  to  his  lawful 
master,  which  perhaps  the  inclosed  might 
help  him  to  accomplish." 

The  bill  thus  spoken  of,  proved  to  be 
a  five  guinea  country  bank-note,  and  so' 
remarkably  dirty  and  rumpled,  tliat  Mrs. 
Werton  could  not  help  believing  that  it 
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Was  not  Ib^  originai  inclosure  of  her 
uncle»  because  he  was  a  person  remark- 
able for  his  exactness  ^  and  it  was  singu- 
kurtliat  be  bad  not  inctualiy  mentioned^ 
the  sum-  inclosed  in  bis  letter*  In  thank* 
iog  him  for  this  present,  she  took  *  care 
to  specify  the  bill  received }  but  as  no 
further  {notice  was  taken,  she  concluded 
that  her  suspicions  were  Mse ;  and  could 
only  sigh  oi^  the  smallness  of  a  sum 
which  was  called  for  immediately,  by 
their  pressing  necessities,  and  of  course, 
could  not  take  poor  Orlando  to  Lon* 
don  J  especially  at  a  time  when  he  was 
utterly  unprovided  with  the  clothing  Qe* 
cessary  for  appearing  in  Mr.  Hanbury's 
bouse. 

Opposite  the  place  where  they  now 
resided,  the  ground  was  occupied  by  a 
coach-maker,  and  the  road  into  the  town 
was  shortened  by  passing  through  his 
premises.  One  day,  as  poor  Seraphina 
was  returning  from  making  her  scanty 
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markets^  being  fearful^  of  the  raiii»  shfg 
went  through  this  place  at  the  time  the 
mMb&r  WHS  lamenfit^  to  one,  of  1m  men, 
the  uttw  incapacity  he  experieBced  of 
getting  the.  arms  on  a  coach  replaced 
which  bad  been  brought  therf^  tp  repair. 
She  listened  to.  thi^  conversation  with 
breathless  adxietji  as  if  she  had  laid 
bold:  cn  a  jtangible  blessing,  yet  feipred 
that  it.  would,  escape  ber^  redoubling  hec 
speedf  she  hi^tened.hofnewards  and  met 
Orlando  at  jthe  door*  ^ 
The  coachmaker  is  in  distress  for 
somebody  to  paint  his  pannds ;  go,  my 
Ip^e^  and  offer  yourself  directly/' 
.  ^<  BixU  my  de^ir  Seraphinat  cannot 
paint  them ;  I  never  did  any  thing  in  oil 
i;i  ipy  li£q.'\ 

^  No 'matter;  I  can:  go,  I  beseech 
you,  ^  and  secuf e  the  work  ;  don't  stand 
Upon  terms/' 

.  Orlando  ^wentj.but  th^  coachmaker 
would,  not.  trust  his  powers  till  he  had 
proved  them;  but  he  readily  gave  him 
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the  materials  which  were  necessary  for 
the  experiment. 

*  '  In  a  very  short  time,  Seraphina  had 
painted  a  specimen  sufficient  to  prove 
hei  power,  and  the  person  was  really  glad 
to  enEiploy  her;  and,  although  she  was 
poorly  paid  for  her  work,  yet  it  became 
a  certain  means  of  support,  which  was 
embraced  by  the  distressed  faipily  with 
thankfulness ;  and  the  voice  of  cheerful- 
ttess  and  activity  rendered  tben;  humble 
dwelling  once  more  happy.  Orlando 
eagerly  took  lessons  q£  Seraphina,  that 
he  might  relieve  b^,  apd  soon  because 
at  least  quicker  than  herself;  for  her 
health  would  not  permit  her  the  unin- 
terrupted labour,  to  which  her  industry 
and  her  aflfectionate  aeal  aspired*  The 
ability  and  dispatch  with  whidi  every 
thing  they  undertook  waa  performed,  de* 
lighted  the  master,  who  seldom  received 
Orlando  without  shaking  his  head,  and 
saying,  *^  Ah  J  young  man,  I  wish  I  had 
](nown  jo\x  some  years  a^o     and  Qfr 
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Iftiida  was  iony  ta  perceive  that  he  was 
far  from  happy* 

Mrsi.  WeatoD,  though  9tiU  il^icate^  e:x« 
exted  her-seii*  now  in  a  way  she  had  never 
done  before  \  and  her  health  and  spirits 
were  evidently  the  better  for  it.  She. 
prepared  all  their  viotuals^  mended,  tbeir 
cl0thea»  and^  even  unde^  Seraphina-a  di- 
rection, prepared  those  which  were  ne* 
cessary  for  the  helpless  stianger»  which 
in  due  time,  was  ejcpected  to  share  their 
tenderness,  .and  jnereiMe  'their  labours*  ' 
This  dreunutonce,  which  was  of  .late  so 
appalling  to  the  young  parents,  now  .oni^ 
increased:  their  industry}  and  the  value 
of  the  money  thus  acquired  by  their  la* 
bour,  gave  them  a  sense  of  riches  in  its 
possessioOi  whidi  thef  could  never  have 
gained  by  any  other  means ;  and  often, 
while  the  tears  we];e  in  her  eyes,  Mrs^ 
Weston  would  smile  to  hear  their  mutual 
plans  of  saving  for  each  other,  till  the 
dispute  of  love  was  settled,  by  bestowing 
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the  b§rd-earned  boon  upon  herselfy  or  the 
future  claimant. 

Poor  young  creatures !  how  soon  was 
even  thk  state  of  humble  happiness  to  be 
denied  them.  Orlando  ^had  worked  about 
four  months  for  the  coachmaker^  and  had 
observed,  that  he  should  henceforward 
interdict  Seraphina  from  further  employ* 
mept/^  when  on  looking  out  of  the  mn^ 
dow  one  morning,  he  observed  the  shut- 
tecs  of  the  counting-house  were  closed  j 
instantly  fearing  that  his  employer  was  ill, 
and  observing  one  of  the  workmen  stand- 
ffig  near  with  a  very  sorrowful  look,  he 
{uit  cm  his  hat,  and  went  out  to  nmke  em 
q^uiries* 

What  is  the  reason,  William,  that 
the  place  is  shut  up?'* 

Reason  enough ;  it's  all  over  with 
maister ;  dew  heart 

^<  All  over !  he  was  in  perfect  health 
yesterday/* 

Why,  he's  well  now,  as  far  as  that 
j^oes }  but  he's  a  ruined  map,  ~  a  banl^« 
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jr.upt,  and  the  place  is  shut  up  foi:.  ever* 
I  have  no  means  of  bread/* 

Nor  I,"  internally  ejaculated  Or- 
lando ;^and  he  returned  into  his  house  the 
^pagepf  despair. 

^rom  this  depression^  it  was  the  first 
care  of  Seraphjna  to  rouse  him^  which 

■ 

she  exerted  herself  the  more  to  effect ^ 
from  a  consciousness  that  for  her  sake 
he  yfB»  thus  oirerwhelined.  She  reminded 
hi|»^  ^<th9t  Bhe  bad  saved  ibur  guineas 
from  their  earningSt  for  her  own  future 
claims,  on  which  they  could  live  a  little 
time,  and  look  round  them ;  and  that  he 

■ 

could  now  improve  in  painting  landscape, 
which  he  had  often  wished  to  do,  when 
he  had  beien  at  wqrk  on  bis  late  stupid 
subjects;  and  that,  no  doubt,  something 
)yoi)ld  afise,  out  of  which  talent  and  in« 
dustry  might  snatch  Uie  means  of  ex- 
istence/' 

But,  alas !  four  weeks  passed,  the  win^ 
ter  set  in,,  and  no  means  of  help  ap- 
peared;  Mrs?  Weston  ivrote  to  her  unclci 
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and  her  letter  was  returned  to  her  un« 
opdiied* 

Without  flaying  a  word^  Seifaphina  had 
parted  with  all  the  more  expensive  parts 
of  her  clothingt  and  had  laid  out  the 
last  shilling  thus  raised  i  when  one  morn* 
iDg  a  little  boy,  the  son  of  their  late  em«* 
ployer,  fan  into  the  houBe^  and  laying 
a  letter  on  the  table,  vanished  as  quick* 
ty»  Orlando  opened  it,  and  read  as 
follows. 


^  At  ihe  tiA6  my  business  closed,  I 
was  indebted  to  you  a  guinea  and  a  half, 
which  I  inclose  $  but  which  it  was  not  in 
my  power  to  send  you  before.  I  would 
advise  you,  by  all  means,  to  go  to  Loii- 
dcm,  where  a  man- of  your  abilities  may 
aiake  his  way  with  manofacturera  io 
various  trades  i  but  depend  upon  it,  you 
will  never  get  your  bread  in  this  place  j 
and  I,  therefore,  earnestly  advise  you  to 
quit  it 

**  I  am- your  nncere  fri«od,  kc.*^ 

VOL.  UI.  F 
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.  This  relief  amall  as  ii  was  so  wet^ 
come^  that  they  all  felt  the  advice  ^s  pow- 
erful, as  the  benefit  whicb  accompanied 
it ;  and  Orlando  startnigup^  said^  ^<  Yes, 
I  Willi  g9tx>  London  J I  wiU  pnxiare  bcead. 
£ir  my  fiHBily,  or  I  wiU  p^cish  ia  the 
attempt.^' 

•  Seraphiua  complot^y  approved  thi» 
plan;  being  fully,  persuaded^  that  if  she 
were  in  London^  there  were  many  ways 
in  which  she  could  assist  her  husband  \ 
but  at  present  her  removal  was  not  advis* 
able,  even  if  eSic  bad  bad  the  mean^ 
^uce  it  was  certain  that  her  expenses 
bere.were  considerably  less,  filhe  e^cert- 
ed  herself,  therefore,  in  making  up^  poor 
Orlando^s  parcel  j  adding  to  it  two  small 
pictures,  which  ghe  had  painted  as  copies 
&r  httn,  and  which  she  thought  he  might 
dispose  of ;  but  it  was  with  na  little  agi- 
totion  she  entered  on  this  empJayineat* 
It  was  with  a  trembiiiu  hand  and  an 
aohing  heart,  that  she  expedited  ttie  de* 
p^uture  QjT  that  beloved  being,  whose 

4 

* 

0 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


TALES  OF  THE  PRIORY.-'  99 

voice  was  music  .  to  her  ear,  whose  love 
was  the  sde  pleasurie,  whose  tenderoesi 
was  the  only  solace  of  h0r  heart*  If 
young  and  happy  wires,  on  the  «re  at 
bBocmtng  mothera,  fear  to^  1^  tive  be- 
loved  partner^  on  whom  they  hf^og  for 
CQm&tct^  when  they  depart  on  the  com« 
mou  business  of  life,  what  must  Sera« 
phina  feel,  whose  husband  was  torn  frbm- 
het  by  actual  want,  and  who  left  bef  a 
prey  to  poi^^y  aad  anxiety,  wifiiout  a 
sii>gle  £nend,  stoe  ooe  WIk>  could-  net' 
relieve  faer,  aj^d  whose  sympathy  onijp 
doubled  her  diiilress* 

The  money  sent  by  the  coachmaker" 
was  in  three  half-guineas  (being,  in  fact, 
the  markers,  worn,  in  better  days,  in  his 
wife's  card-purse)  :  the  first,  Orlando 
paid  for  their  lodgings ;  he  took  one  of 
the  remainder  himself  p  and  left  the  other 
with  Seraphina,  who  in  vain  entreated 
him  to  take  it ;  but  she  compelled  liim 
to  take  her  watch,  which  was  the  only 
thing  of  value  they  had  left  5  and  which 
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had  escapedy  from  the  dreumsteiice  of  its 
being  a  small  Geneva*  enamelled  watcbr 
which  did  not  suit  the  sale  of  the  person' 
to  whom  it  was  offered.  - 
.  Thus  equipped^  oa  one  of  the  sharpest 
days  in  December,,  poor  Orlando  set  out 
on  foot,  for   the  metropolis  j  tearing 
himself  from  the  wife  he  doated  on,  <lie 
mother  he  tend^y  loved ;  resolved  to 
submit  to  all  evils^  endure  all  triaL^ 
encounter  all  difficulties,  for  their  sakes  $ 
under  the  full   conviction,   that  the. 
agony  of  that  hour,  though  most  man- 
fully struggled  with,  could  never  be  ex»* 
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CHAR  VIL 


And  from  tiie  pci^  of  imniy  and  plaint  of  woi^ 

O  never-never^  Him  awagr  ttnne  eari 
Forlorn  in  this  bledtidldemesf  below, . 

Ah !  what  were  man-  should  heaven  refuse  to  hear ! 

Bjbattxs. 


When  Orlando  was  really  gone ;  when 
his  hurried  steps  <^ould  no  longer  be 
traced^  and  his  tali  sUglit  form  was  com- 
pletely  lost  in  the  distance,  Seraphiaa 
sufifeied  tiine  :bitter  tears  she  had- so  long 
restrained  to  burst  from  her  eyes  in  the 
transports,  of  overwhelming  grief,  until 
'She  perceived  how  much  her  sorrow 
added  to  that  of  Mrs.  Weston,  when 
«he  sought  to*  conceal  it,  and  even  to 
comfort  her  bomforter-}''  but  as  the 
iide  of  feeling  would  not  be  suppressed 

F  3 
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she  continued  to  gaze  out  of  the  window, 
and  thus  avert  her  grief-wom  counte- 
nance. 

A  little  girl  stood  by  the  window  curt- 
seying, and  endeavouring  to  draw  her 
attention  to  something  she  had  to  sell  in 
a  band*box.  Seraphina  shook  her  head, 
and  said^  No  child,  no  but,  as  the 
girl  did  not  move,  and  looked  very  cold, 
that  compassion,  which  even  sorrow 
could  not  banish  from  her  heart,  induced  , 
Seraphina  to  open  the  window  to  speak 
.to  the  child,  thoi^h  ii;  was^  of  couM^ 
only  to  repeat  her  r^sal# 

"I  have  hift  tins  one  lefi^'*  said  the 
girl,  taking  a  muslin  frill  out  of  h^r  boxi 
and  I  will  aeU  it  you  far  si>c-peiloe  «^&r 
tbreerpence «~  I  will  gm  it  jroK,  if  yQU 
please  to  have  it.^' 

"  Give  it  me,  child!  what  do  you 
.mean?*^ 

Oh  I  I  would  give  it  you,  if  it  ^ 
ten  tioMBaB  mndiis  ipf good  you 
did  mammy  laat  sofUBEM^.^^ 

* 
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Seraphina  wiped  her  eyes,  and  thought 
'she  had  some  recollection  of  the  girl. 

^  I  thouglit  you'd  &  knaedme,  tnA'aiif : 
it  was  me  as  you  gare  the  -bfoth  to  w 
oAeOy  £k  my  mammy,  when  you  was 
£fle  foiks,  and  lived  up  hy  the  church ; 
and  madam  sent  her  some  brown  stuJS*  in 
a  bottle,  that  did  her  a  power  a  good  j  and 

the  gentleman,  Ood  bless  him !  (he  was 
sgratlettian  then^}  dice  gived  me  hsM^ 
€rowB,  he  did,  and  it  ^uite  set  m  up»'^ 

Utterly  unable  to  speak,  Seraphina 
iQechanically  took  the  frill  into  her  h^nd, 
tnEk  whidb  this  happy,  gtatefiil  -is^ild,  mm 


•1 

away,  with  ia^  hasty  <step,  as  if  ^she  ieared 
f  6caU«       "  '  * 

'^Stay  alDomenV^8^id  SerapJbina,  <^  dp 
3fOii  make  these  frills,  or  your  mother 

^  Neitiiet  '-of  »s,  ma'am.  My  iaotjitat 
is  a  wariier-woman,  and  i:an^  sew  neatly, 
no  more  can^i  I :  it  wes  Sally  ^rmbeuM 
used  to  make  ^em,  and  I  sold  them  ier 
her ;  hut  she's  married  this  morning,  and 
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gone  a  great  way  ofij  and  so  she  gave  me 
1hi9$  because  it  was  the  last^  and  the  box  * 
tDo^  which  was  very  good  of  hen^^  . 

Seraphina  had  frequently  endieavoured 
to  get  plain  work  in  Stamfordf  but  had 
never  been  able,  and  she  now  eagerly 
seized  on  the  idea  of  making  these  frills ; 
Mid  on  further  examioitig  their  construe^ 
tioQf  resplved  to  attempt  it.  The  child 
was  exceedingly  rejoiced  at;being  at  onqs 
enabled  to  resume  her  own  share  of  the 

*  *  #  * 

business,  and  to  talk  with  the  "  beautiful 
lady  and  was  still  more  delighted  when 
told  that  she  might  come  an  hour  every 
day^  and  be  taught  to  sew  and  to  read« 

In  another  hour,  Seraphina  had  pur^ 
chased  her  muslin,  and  was  busied  in 
preparing  it  for  sale,  and  in  giving  direc- 
tions to  .her  mother-in4aw,^  who-  was 
eager  to  assist  her,  though  habitually  alow 
in.  all  her  movements^  The  .whisper  of 
her  heart,  "  perhaps  I  shall  be  able  to 
s^nd  Orlando  something,'^  encouraged 
her  to  proceed ;  and  in  this  hope  she 
was  enabled  tolabour  till  midnighty  when 
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she  retired  to  her  lonely  pillow,  after  a 
fervent  prayer  for  blessings  on  the  wan« 
dejrer's  head. 

We  will  now  follow  that  wanderer, 
•  For  many  a  weary  mile  Orlando  pushed 
on,  regardlesa  of  the  ii^t  sleet  which 
blew  in  his  iace,  and  rendered  his  walk* 
ing  a  double  labour,  until  the  middle  of 
the  day  ;  when  finding  bis  feet  become 
sore,  and  bis  strength  iail,  he  turned  into 
the  first  house  of  entertainment  he  met 
viih,  and  obtained  the  refreshment  he 
»  greatly  required*   Unused  to.  such  ex» 
traordinaiy  exertion,  his  late  employ- 
ment having  been  altogether  sedentary, 
he  was  now  .sensible  from  the  pain  and 
swelling  q£  his  feet,  that  he  should  never 
be  able  to  walk  the  whole  of  the  way, 
sndthat  he  had  better  .spend  a  portion  of 
his  money  in  getting  a  lift  upon  tiie 
eoaclu  Thiaresolution  it  became  the  more, 
necessary  to  adopt,  because  the  day  in« 
creased  in  severity,  and  the  sleet  became 
a  . heavy  snow«  . 
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Compelling  himsolf  to  rise^  h»  walked 
forward  a  little  way  upon.tbe  joad>  vthea  be 
heard  the  coach  advancing^  and  altboK£^ 
neither  by  nature  or  bahit  calculated  for 
making  a  bargain,  yet  he  compelled  him- 
self to  do  it  now,  and  the  coachi^to 
agreed  i»  take  him  for  three  hal£^arownS) 
to  a  small  town  at  a  considemble  difl* 
tance,  where  he  would  be  set  down  at 
audbi  a  time  as  would  enable  him  to  pro^ 
cure  accommodation  for.  the  night* 

The  evening  proved  dreadfully  stormy} 
and  when  they  changed  horses,  thecoacli^ 
mad  appealed  to  poor  Orlando's  generosity 
fi>r  a  glass  of  brandy  €  he  could  not  refiise 
iam,  though  not  adrop  passed  his  own  lipv 
and  he  was  at  last  set  down  in  a  long  strag* 
gling  village  -about  eleven  o'clock,  with 
the  dreadful  consciousness  that  he.  had 
only  four-pence  halfpenny  in  his  pockety 
and  that  he  knew  not  where  to  lay  htf 
head* 

Still  he  was  in  a  towiH  he  had  hia 
bundle  in  his  hand,  and  in  tiie  moming> 

9t 
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some  person  would  be  found  willing  to 
purchase  what  he  might  be  compelled  to 
j»art  with  j  and  his  wet)  deplorable  situ- 
mtion  was  such  as  could  not  fail  to  elicit 

Orkmdo  turaed  into  the  first  |mblic* 
blouse  he  saw  open :  the  kitchen  was  futt 
of  peo{de  i  and  it  ^d  not  appear  that 
misery^-  and  cold,  and  hunger,  tiiough 
strikingly  visible  in  the  intelligent  coun- 
;  tenance  and  drooping  frame  of  our  tra- 
"vettor^  was  arecommendationto  bis^low- 
laeatiires.    No  man  tiade  liim  wekxmiet^' 
i  by  look  m  gesture ;  the  room  was  full 
I  of  people  of  the  lowest  order  ;  a  party  di 
'  soldiers  were  near  the  »fire^  loud  singing, 
i  obstreperous  oaths,  and  violent  alter- 
;  ^cations  were  heard  on  every  side. 

Can  I  have  a  room,**  said  Orlando, 
I  ^andabedr* 

• 

!        No  J  every  place  is  full,**  was  the 
^eply,  and  in  a  tone  which  proved  the 
:  %  inevitable. , 

^Orlando  felt  ill*  sick  at  heart:  he  looked  . 
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round,  for  Sk  cbair^  but  there  was  none  ^  at 
the  same  moment  a  pint  of  aie  was  put  into 
his  hand,  saying  "  he  had  called  for  it,^'  as 
a  faint  that  he  ought  to  have,  done  8o« 

Orlando  put  it  to  his  lips,  but  conscious 
that  he  could  not  taste  it,  he  o£Eered  it  to  : 
a  Serjeant  nea^whom  he  wa^  standing  | 
saying, Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  drink 
this  for  me/^  at  the  same  tfane  he  laid 
down  his  halfpence  on  the  table. 

The  Serjeant  drank  his  health,  .and 

offered  his  chair,  winch  was  indeed  ac* 

♦ 

ceptable  j  and  when  he  had  finished  the, 
draught,  said,  I  perceive.  Sir,  you  are 
quite  overdone :  1  know  how  to  feel  for 
those  who  have  had  a  long  day's  march ; 
I'm  an  old  soldier,  Sir.'^ 

The  voice  of  kindn^  an  such  .a  mo* 
ment  as  this  entirely  overcame  Orlando, 
he  became  of  a  livid  paleness. 

Take  my  arm,  Sir,  and  go  into  the  air: 
by  the  way^  I  believe  I  can  procure  you 

good  night's  lodging  at  a  very  decent 
house,  the  Woolpack  j  for  I'm  a  bit  of  a 
favorite  with  the  nj^id,  you  must  know/' 


! 
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'  You  will  do  me  a  great  service/^ 

I '    said  Orlando. 

"  'Tis  a  particular  night  with  them, 

for  they  shut  up  early }  but  a  penKm  ^was 

to  go  thence  Jn  the  coach,  I  rememberi 
j     so  I  we  ahall  catch  them:  the 

house  .is  kept  by  a  very  respectable  ol4 
[     woazian  and  her  nieo€^  who  are  well 
,     in  the  world,  ^so  they  can  afford  to  be^ 

particular/' 

[        They  knocked,  at  the  door,  which  was 
i     not  opened, .  till .  the  seijeaot  bad  duly 
announced,     a  very  respectable  person, 
as  he  would  answer  for,'^  on  which  hia 

i     conductor  vaulted }  and  Orlando  entered 

i 

aroonpi,  iSO  sweet,  and  clean,  and  quiet, 
that  the  very /sight  refreshed  him.  A 
i      small  table  with  a  cloth  on  it  as  white 
as  snow  was  placed  before,  an  elderly 
I      v^oman,  dressed  with  Quaker-like  neat* 
,      ness,  and  a  countenance  lull  of  kindness.  . 
*•  Nancy,  take  the  gentleman's  wet 
ec^^t,  and  bring  dry  slippers  this  minute : 
heie,  Sir,  take  a  single  mouthful  of  my 


L 
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negOLS,  ^tls  wann  and  good,  and  you  see 

I  have  not  tasted  it,  and  put  your  feet 
m  the  fender.''  - .  ^  ' 

vml  cutlet  was  pat  b^ore  Oriando  $  jfxsi, 
though  long  fasting-  and  cold  liod  a  litldie 
time  since  A>ade  the  tjioughts  of  food 
abhorrent,  he  eat  this  with  pleasure,  and 
was  then  sh^wti  to  wol  eKceHent  bed,  on 
which  extreme  fatigue,  and  the  -^n  4^ 
his  feet,  forbade  r-epoM^  wen  i£  ihe  re-> 
coUection  of  bis  bei^gpennyJess,  and  ef 
his  sufi^ring  wife,  would  have  permitted 
him  to  sleep*  ^ 

When  Chrlaodo  came  down  stairs,  he 
fecmd  breakfMt  in  a  pleasant  4itile  pai>- 
iour^*  and  Miss  JNancy  fuU  of  anxi<^ 
enquiries  as  to  his  health  and  repose  9 
igvhicb  poor  Orlando  a.nswered  in  so  vague 
-a  manner,  that  she  was  sure  he  was  un- 
wdl,  and  said  <*  she -would  make  brea&y 
fitst  for  him.'' 

Whilst  this  'was  doing,  the  aunt  came 
in,  -and  "was  equally  civil;  the  kindness 
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and  r€^ect»bility  of  these  people  only 
rendered  Orlando  the  more  wretched  i 
and  to  conceal  his  chagrin,  wd  gather 
time  fox  oopsideratioBi  he  bsfck  a  peooi 
and  |M^r  fitfod  his  pobket^  and  seeioed 

tfrbewxitiog* 

Bat  the  eye  of  Nancy  followed  hia 
unconsciojis  peuciUinga  and  she  perceiye.4 
tUat  the  features  of  a  face,  the  form  of  a 
flower  arose,  from  it.  <*  Well,  aunt !  how 
very  odd  «  1  do  think  we  have  got  jbold  of 
^  light  persoa  at  last." 

Bray,  Sij»  will  you  excuse  me  asking 
if  you  ben't  what  one  may  call  an  artist^ 
or  a  painter  of  some  sort  ? 

Orlando  replied,  «*  thaj^he  certainly 
tould  paint  a  little/' 

The  old  JastMitiy  k£t  the  toomr 
but  in  a  few  minvtes  returned  with  the 
vmd,  each  biearing  a  ponderous  pictuire, 
on  wbich  had  once  been  delineated  the> 
forms  of  her  parents,  but  th§y  were  S0 
wcrusted  by  dust,  oil,  .aad  varnish,  ta 
ke  «c»ree|y  visible^  • 
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You  see  these  precious  pictures/^ 
said  the  old  woman :  "  they  want  cleaning 
shockingly,  and  I  cannot  bring  myself  to 
send  them  to  LondoD,*  for  fear  of  any 
thing  happening  to  them :  if  you  will  do 
them  for  me,  I  will  give  you  two  guineas^ 
and  all  the  best  the  house  a^rds^  if  you 
stay  for  a  fortnight.*'  »  ' 

1  will/*  "ssid  Orlando,  but  he  could 

4 

say  no  more :  the  sudden,  the  overpow- 
ering emotion  given  by  this  relief  was 
too  much  for  him  :  he  ran  into  his  cham* 
ber,  and  throwing  himself  on  his  kneesi 
while  tears  of  joyful  gratitude  impeded 
his  utterance,  flianfced'the  AlWise  Dis- 
poser for  a  blessing,  which  appeared  to . 
be  an  earnest  of  that  providential  care, 
which  sufiereth  not  a  sparrow  to  fall  to 
the  ground*'  unheeded* 

Orlando  arose,  so  refreshed  in  spirit, 
ihst  he  lost  the  seme  <^  his  yesterday^s- 
fatigue,  bis  sleepless  night,  and  even  the^ 
severe  cold  which  he  had  tsken^  He 
entered  on  his  task  with  avidity  ^  and, 
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although  it  was  indeed  a  hard  one,  yet  at 
the  close  of  the  following  day,  whm  he 
exhibited  the  pictures  to  the  mistress  of 
the  house,  in  all  their  original  lustre, 
her  surprise  and  delight,  the  unaffected 
tribute  of  tenderness  paid  to  the  memory 
her  parents,  in  thus  gazing  on  their 
portraits,  would  idone  have  well  repaid  a 
heart  like  his,  had  not  his  necessities 
claimed  a  more  palpable  reward.  She 
insisted  on  his  remaining  another  night, 
«Dd  said  she  would  also  engage  that  her 
Beighl^Hir.  should  take  him  twenty  miles 
on  his  way  to  London,  in  his  comfortable 
chaise-cart. 

Orlando  spent  as  happy  an  evening  as 
he  could  do  without  Seraphina,  to  whom 
he  now  wrote  an  aocount  of  the  tiansao 
tioD,  intending  to  inclose  her  the  half  of 
his  prize  the  moment  he  received  it. 

I  shall  always. rejoice  to  see  any  body 
at  my  house  as  you  belong  to  j  so  pray 
si^  so  in  your  letter,^'  said  the  mistress, 
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I 

«  if  you  be  writing  to  your  father  or 
brother/'  -  . 

4 

I  am  giinitig  a  Km  to  my  vik.^^  - 
Wife  i^'  gaid  Miss  Nancy,  beeamiDg  | 
pale  aadeath :    wtfe^  and  so  young 

Nancy. leil  the  room^  followed  hy  her 
aunt :  the  same  attention  was  still  shown 
him,  but  an  air  of  sorrow  pervaded  evuy 
^mtg :  the  ibllowing  motning,  howavwv 
he  .received  the  uumefyy  wnt  4dne  pouad 
'  jto  Seraphina,  put  the  other  in  his  pockety 
gave  the  maid  the  shillings,  with  his  set* 
vice  to  the  good  serjeant,  and  ithen  tak- 
»  kig  a  fimnrdly  whidi  miglht  be-caHei  4l-  * 
most  affectionate,  of  the  aunt-aiid  11100^ 
^part^d  amid  thanks^  teai?«,  and^  good  j 
wiahese  1 

The  chaise*cait  was  not  rapid  in  its 
fnoyenieirts,  and  as  days  wera  at  the 
shortest,  it  was  becsmiiig  gloomy  uriitfi 
Orlando  leli  it,  but  as^he  was  4sow -with- 
ia^'teen  miles  of  London,  he  determin- 
ed to  walk  forward  until  he  arrived  with^ 
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in  Micb  a  dintaiifie  as  urould  enaUe  him 
to  taikfi  one  of  the  sbort  stagesu  .Id  pur* 
suing  this  plao^  Ije  overtook  two  iU-lods:- 
ing  men,  each  carrying  a  heavy  stick  in 
ins  hand*  Orlando  recoUacted,  with 
some  paii^  that  he  had  put  SeoqphiiMifs 
watch  that  mornings  iuto  his  pockel*  in- 
stead of  his  huiidle»  where  it  had  been 
till  then. 

It  very  naturally  occurred  to  him^  to 
fed  that  it  was  safe:  the  actioci  drew  the 
eye  of  the  mau  who  was  neai^est  to  him^ 
uid.  in  ano^er  momeiitt  lifting  his  stick 
in  a  menacing  position,  he  demanded 
his  watch  and  his  property* 

^<  Neither/'  replied  Orlando^  darting 
ixvmxd,  and  tiatching  at  the  weafUMi 
which  he  finally  wrested  tiom  the  hand 
ef  the  ruffian,  who  ^appled  with  him 
and  fell  upon  him.  Alert  as  courageous, 
Odando  soon  recovered  his  feet,  when 
seeing  the  other  robber  prepared  to  stdke 
him  a  terrible  blawt  he  sprung  .fsom  un- 
der the  weapon,  and  conscious  of  his  in- 
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ability  to  mioomiter  two  eanged 
radoesy  truated  to  flight  for  safety,  and 
had  the  good  ibrtune  to  distance  them 
both :  but,  alas  I  whea  he  had  time  to 
recover  himself  in  the  first  village,  he  | 
found  that  his  bundle  had  become  their  , 
prey. 

As  all  hope  of  recovery  was  vain,  and 
a  new  motive  for  ecoiiomy  was  {Mreseot-  1 
«d  in  its  ioss.  Orlando  durst  not  venture  j 
to  indulge  in  taking  the  stage ;  he  slept  | 
in  the  cheapest  lodging  he  could  pro- 
<;ure,  and  about  noon  the  following  day 
-reached  the  metropolis,  under  that  sink- 
ing of  the  spirits'  wfaidi  every  man  so 
brought  up  must  feel,  who  has  not  the  | 
comfort  of  a  single  change  of  linen  to 
turn  to«  •  V.  

.  It  had  .  been  agi^ed,  that  Seraphioa 
should  direct  to  him  at  Davidson's,  the 
grocer,  and,  although  it  was  hardly  pos- 
sible that  she  Gould .  have  written,  yet 
tibither  he  bent  his  steps,  not  beacin^  ia 
jus  {Mresent  £»rlom  plight,  to  be  seen  near 
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fbster-lane.  He  bad»  however,  the  mor-^ 
tification  to  meet  one  of  Mr.  Hanbury's 
porters^  who  informed  him,  that  he  had 
just  set  <Kff  his  master  to  Ixdandf  where 
he  was  hk^y  to  have  a  long  stay,  being 
the  assignee  to  a  bankrupt  case  of  great 
importance.  .  Thi$  news  was  another 
source  of  uneasiness,  and  with  an  in- 
Greased  weight  upon  his  heart,  ,  he  purw 
sued  his  melancholy  way« 

In  .passing  through  Greek*street,  his, 
eye  was  attracted  by  some  chairs  of  sin** 
gular  construction,  the  back  formed  a 
lyre,  which  nrted  on  a  gailabd  <tf  flow* 
ers,  beautifully  ptfv^ted ;  he .  stopped  to 
examine  them. 

V  You  look  earnestly  at  these  chairc^ 
young  man  j  have  you  ever  been  engaged 
in  work  of  this  kind     said  the  owner. 

^  Never,  Sir,  but  J  under ttuid  it :  I 
have  painted  coacb-panndis^^* 
•     Come  in,  and  let  me  talk  toyou« 
I  am  at  present  in  great  trouble  for  the 
Vant  of  a  person  to  finish  these  chairs ; 
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I  have  two  dozen  in  m  unfinished  state, 
and  the  kdy.  who  belongs  to  them  is  in  a 
vial^BUt  hurry.** 

In  a  very  short  time  Orlando  had  made 
his  iagreementy  and  engaged  to  begin  his 
uroffe  on  the  nuwrow;  and  he  naw^  with 
a  lightened  heart,  stepped  forward  t6 
Davidaon^s,  where  there  was  i^ideed  a 
letter  from  Seraphina,  the  first  he  had 
ever  received  from  her.    Oh !  what  a 
prize  to  the  poor  forlorn  wanders  J  and 
ynbat  a  letter  i  how  full  of  tetideraess ! 
of  hope«inspiring  kindness !  of  resignation 
to  Heaven!  of  mental  energy!  of  un« 
bounded  love  I  Yes,  this  letter  contained 
the  fruits  of  poor  Seraphina's  labours,  and 
the  whole  of  her  property  too  ^  for  when 
sSn  fibiind  that  her  hal^guinea  had  be- 
come  twenty^two  shillings,  she  eould  not 
issist  sending  Orlando  a  p6und*note, 
thus  despoiling  herself  of  the  means  of 
continuing  her  new-found  business ;  but 
happily  fik>  her,  hk  Ime  being  not  lesdl 
aotive,  the  means  of  life  wei^e  again  prer 
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seated  her  just  after  her  owa  letter 
W9S  dispatched,  ia  the  manner  we  have 
titeady  seeo.- 

.  OrlMifk)  mm  iiid«^gaUli»  in  fan  Uu 
boursf  and,  alUiough  hi*  firtt  eflerts  w«i:<e' 
r^tbsr  promising  than  Mtis&otory*  tb» 
iinposaibilily  of  finding  an  immediaie 

subi^titute  enabled  him  to  hold  the  work 
till  he  became  really  expert,  and  he  re- 
ceived for  his  labour  such  a  recompense 
asfloabled  him  to  gain  a  fiw  moesBaries 
tftsupply  luB  loett  bimidle,  wvk  the.firal* 
week}  and  dniring  the  -fieoood,  he  hud  ar 
I^aa  lor  so  iiu:  abridging  his  personajl  exf* 
penses*  as  to  enable  him  to  transmit  th^ 
sum  of  five  pounds  to  his  wife,  against 
the  a'^rful  hour  which  was  approaching. 

-  for  sevsnd  days  Oplando  bad  beea 
MtsiUe  ef  a  {>aui  and  oppcMtioa  in  hair 
hmt,  which  he.  attnbated  Ju>  the  stvug- 
^  he  had  had  with  the  villain  who.robbed 
him,  and  he  soon  became  .aware  o^'  its 
iacreasing  to  a  distressing  degree;  but 
he  neitlier.  named  that  circumstance  nor 
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ins  ioBs  to  Seraphina :  all  his  letters  imne 
a  cheering  kind ;  and  when  at  length 
he  was  enabled  to  remit  her  the  sum  for 
which  he  had  unremittingly  labouredi 
tibough  he  could  not  help  feeling  how 
bard  it  was  to  be  parted  from  her  at  such 
a  season  of  extreme  anxiety,  yet  the  sense 
of  having  done  his  utmost  to  help  h^, 
and  of  the  real  utility  of  his  effcxrts,  was 
ccmsolatory  to  his  souL 

But  alas  i  the  chairs  were  now  finished } 
and  his  late  employer,  though  perfectly 
willing  to  engage  him,  could  not,  from 
tiie  tardiness  of  his  workmen,  put  any 
more  immediately  into  his  bands,  but  he 
told  him  to  come  every  morning  to  see 
if  they  were  ready.  In  the  unfortunate 
leisure  thus  given,  he  was  slowly  return* 
ing  to  his  lodgings,  when  he  beheld,  by 
mere  chance,  the  tw«  little  pictures  of 
which  he  had  been  robbed,  in  the  window 
of  a  pawnbroker* 

Orlando  immediately  entwed  and  en- 
quired how  they  came  th^e,  but  obtained 
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no  satisfactory  answer.  He  asked  the 
.price,  aad  was  answered  a  guinea  j  on 
whi(A,  being  very  desirous  to  possess 
them,  be  ofiered  to  leave  his  watch  as  a 
deposit  for  the  money. 

"  I  believe,"  said  the  master  of  the 
shop,  «  it  is  my  duty  to  detain  this  watch, 
and  fasve  you  secured,  as  I  was  warned 
against  a.  person  who  might  probably 
offer  a  watch  to  me,  with  ladies'  trinkets 
like  this." 

It  immediately  sUuck  Orhmdo,  that 
the  wretches  who  had  robbed  him  had 
thrown  this  new  evil  in  his  thorny  path } 
and  on  his  suggesting  this  idea,  the  pawn- 
broker said,  "it  was  possible,  for  al- 
though the  man  of  whom  he  bought 
the  pictures  was  not  the  person  who  gave 
him  that  caution,  yet  he  thought  they 
were  conhected  j  and  how  am  X,"  said  • 
he,  « to  be  certain  that  you  are  not  one  of 
t^e  gang,  though  you  have  had  a  quarrel 
perhaps*"  A    . , 

Orlando  stood  in  silence,  proud  yet 
VOL. lu.  a 
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wretched}  revolving  vhat  was  best  to  (mi 
doiie^  the  picture  waft  r^^laced  io  tbft 
window, .  the  watch  wasi  ta  the  pawn- 
broker's handt  when  a  gentleman  passing 
was  struck  with  the  former,  an4  ^nqukecl 
>  the  price. 

This  eaqmry  led  to  a  detail  of  all  which 
had  passed,  for  the  person  was  a  printr  . 
»^er  of  great  importance  and  personally 
known  to  the  tradesman,  to  whom  he 
immediately  spoke  in  vindication  of  poQt 
Orlando,  observing,  *•  that  he  was  one  of 
a  race  who  often  played  the  iool,  bu^ 
seldom  the  rogue,  and  were  more  *  u^med 
agamst  than  sinning  "  stiU  the  pawn- 
broker did  not  like  to  part  with  the  b^- 
tiful  watch,  and  he  sought  to  reteiu  itt 

by  saying, 

(«  But  you  wished  tor  a  little  money 
upon  your  watch,  didn't  you  ?'* 

"Notexcept  in  purchase  of  thepiaures  j 
and  as  this  gentleman,  who  has  spoken 
so  justly  and  so  kindly  for  me,  eeemsi^ 
dined  to  take  them,  I  will  give  them  up.** 
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Mr.  C  ■  told  him  to  keep  his  watcE 
by  all  means,  and  when  they  came  out 
of  the  pawnbiokar'si  ndt  only  gave  him  a 
oommissioii  for  two  ofther-  pictures,  ibr 
wUch  he  promised  him  ten  pounds,  but 
advanced  hJm  a  couple  in  order  to  pur-- 
chase  m^rids  i  at  Uie  eame  time,  insist* 
ing  upon  receiving  them  within  a  given 
periods  ^ 
(Mamk>  hastened  to  buy  materials; 
^and  then  blading  the  postman  was  in  the 
^eets,  called  at  Davidson^  as  it  was 
possible  there  might  be  a  letter  for  him.  ' 

There  was  indeed  a  letter  from  his  mo- 
ther; Offkindo  opened  it  with  a  tre^biin^ 
hand,     it  hailed  him  as  a  father.       '  ^ 
Let  those  who  can  condemn  the  youth- 
ful parent,  the  doating  husband,  that, 
forgetful  of  his  poverty,  his  distance,  his 
\  engagement,  the  severity  of  the  weather, 
'and  the  aenae  of  indisposition  mrhicfa  stili 
hai^  ofw  Mmi  be  only  kissed  the  letter 
^gain  aod  again  ( and  instant^  setting  out 
I  for  the  city,  soon  found  iiimself  on  the  top 

o  ^2 
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of  that  very  vehicle,  where,  not  a  twelve- 
month before,  he  ha4  joumeyed  with  ker, 
idiom  he  now  Mi  to  be  iodeed  5^  a  . wife 
&r  dearer  than  a  bride.'' -  • 

The  night  was  cold»  and  Orlando  suf- 
fered severely  in  the  course  of  tt»  but  at 
the  end  of  his  wearisome  journey  all  was 
forgotten :  —  he  knelt  by  the  bed  of  Se* 
nphina ;  he  beheld  her  pale  but  smiling 
countenance  he  pressed  his  Ups  on  the 
vdvet  cheek  of  that  little  helpless  ooe^ 
which  was  only  less  dear  than  herself  i 
and  he  beheld  his  beloved  mother  wel- 
com^  his  child  with  smiles^  tears*  and 
blessings,  delighted  with  the  very  cares  it 
caused  hen 

When  Seraphina  had  the  power  of  ob* 
serving  Orlando!,  she  was  stnidc  wilh 
his  altered  looks,  and  sorry  to.obserre 
that  be  was  troubled  with  a  little  coutgbi 
which  teazed  him  perpetually,  and  wluch 
she  imputed  to  a  severe  cold  caught  l^y 
coining  down  to  visit  her  j  bu.t.  Orlando) 
himself  nuide  liglit  of  it»  and  more  than 
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ever  anxious  to  secure  the  means  of  life 
for  her,  and  the  power  of  enjoying  her 
society,  he  applied  himself  with  the  ut» 
most  dilig«ice  to  the  pictures  ordered  bj 
his  late  lib«^ friend;  and,  ccmscious  of 
her.  power  to  assist  him,  Seriqpbiaay  ia  her 
anxiety  to  aid  him,  retarded  her  own  re- 
mery.  Happily  for  tbem^  at  this  period^ 
Gibson  remitted  some  money  to  Mrs. 
Weston,  which  was  of  the  greatest  use 
to  them  both  i  and  in  the  hqie  of  being 
UM&l  *  to  her  dear  CklaiMkv  aod  support- 
iog  the  iimooent  beingt  which  had  first 
awoke  in  her  heart  its  most  hallowed 
afiections*  Seraphina  was  induced  to  take 
that  nourishment,  and  seek  for  that  me- 

■ 

dical  help  which  her  situation  rendered 
lueessary. 

At  the  end     a  mcmth,  the  pictures 


divided  her  now  reduced  store  with  theoif 
Seraphina  accompanied  her  husband  to 
London }  and  on  presenting  the  pictures^ 
they  were  not  only  approved,  but  an^ 
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Other  of  larger  dimensions  was  ordered  by 
Mn  who  couid  not  help  observe 

ing,  that  Orlando  was  dreadfully  altered 
diuiog  hia  absence.  On  cdling  at  the 
uphoUterer'Sy  where  he  had  painted  tiie 
chairs,  the  observation  was  re-echoed^  and 
with  an  air  of  more  sympathy  than  wis- 
dom or  delicacy,  the  person  exekuraed, 

bless  my  life  1  the  poor  creature^  in  a 
galloping  consumpticm/' 

These  words  struck  upon  Seraphina's 
ear  like  the  sentence  of  deaths  nor  could 
she  rest  till  she  had  procured  medical  ad- 
fiee  for  Oriando,  wbidi  was^  howevefi  ef 
little  beo^ ;  he  became  every  day  more 
weak  and  thin,  his  appetite  iaiied  en- 
tirely! and  it  was  the  bitter  agony  of  bis 
wife  to  be  oppressed  by  extreme  poverty, 
in  the  only  case  when  riches  were  dMir<- 
aUe  }  every  day  to  be  c<msciotts  of  living 
*  ia  the  midst  dt  delicacies^  money  only 
could  procure,  and  yet  not  to  obtain 
t^em  lor  a  being  so  tenderly  beloved,  so 
fondly  floated  on^  oh !  this  is  indeed  to 
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drink  the  very  dregs  of  the  cup  of  pen»» 
ury  i  it  is  wringing  out  the  poison  from 
the  bitter  chaiice  of  want  and  misery* 

Every  day  letters  were  now  expected 
ftom  the  travellers,  whom  tiiey  could  not 
tddte^B  at  thb  timef  because  they  knew 
that  they  were  removed  ekiier  to  Fla» 
fence  or  Naples  $  and  upon  enquiry,  Mr. 
Hanbury  had  not  yet  returned  from  Ire- 
ht&d  i  so  that  Seraphina  had  no  help  but 
vhat  arose  from  Mr.C— —  the  printseller, 
wio  not  only  took  every  work  which  was 
iprodaced  by  their  joint  labour,  but  al^ 
ways  advanced  tlw  money  called  £or  by 
tbeir  necessitieflu  Alasi  with  a  sick  hua* 
band,  and  a  child  at  her  breast,  few  io^ 
deed  were  the  hours  which  Seraphina 
could  devote  to  the  steady  pursuit  of  an 
^rt,  which  calls  for  an  eye  undimmed  by 
tears,  —  a  hand  unshaken  by  anxiety  j 
and  her  benevolent  employer,  at  length 
pwceiving  how  utterly  knposnible  it*wae 
ha*  to  do  justice  to  her  own  powers, 
one  day  put  twenty  pounds  into  her  hand, 
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and  told  her  to  set  off  with  her  husband 
tofiristd^  and  pay  him  by  her  wwks  when 
it  was  in  her  power* 

^<  And  I  will  give  you  a  letter,''  he 
added,  to  a  physician  at  Bath,  where 
you  had  better  stop  for  a  day  or  two  i  he 
once  saved  my  life,  and  wlio  knows  what 
he  may  do  for  you/' 

iSeraphina  had  frequently  heard  her 
mother  speak  of  English  people,  who 
travelled  in  Italy  for  a  deeline,  and  she 
endeavoured  to  recollect  if  any  amongst 
them  recovered.  Her  memory  did  not 
ibrnish  her  with  any  instancy  save  that 
of  poor  Orlando's  fa^er,  who  had  been 
spoken  of  as  perfectly  well  the  summer 
before ;  and  oh  this,  she  endeavoured  to 
build  up  those  hopes,  which  in  earlit/  life 
ever  answer  to  the  call ;  the  invalid,  him- 
self, was  delighted  with  tiie  thoughts  ot' 
his  remorval,  and  having  written  an  ac- 
count of  their  intention,  and  confessed 
.  the  cause  ot  it,  to  poor  Mrs.  Westoo,, 
they  lost  no  iime  in  setting  out* 
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Consisteiit  with  that  steacfy  affidctioOf 
and  imceaaiiig  vigilance  of  lovet  which 
iaflueaced  every  action  of  Seraphina's 
life^  she  now  placed  Orlando  in  the  in- 
side of  the  coach,  laying  her  infant  in 
his  lap,  and  ventured  hws^f  in  the  has** 
ket*  —  Whra  the  mind's  at  ease^  the 
dy's  delicate;''  a  heart  aching  with 
such  intense  solicitude  a  mind  busied 
with  so  many  cares,  living  so  much  in 
another's  life,  seems  frequently  endowed 
mth  strength  to  snflfer  beycmd  all  com^- 
SMm  calcuhitioiis*  But»  alas!  her  child 
bad  not  the  mother's  support»  $md  its 
constitution  (ever  delicate)  was  injured 
by  the  journey,  and  before  their  arrival 
at  fiath,  it  was  evidently  exceedingly  ilL 
Conscious  that  she  could  not  proceed 
^rtber,  iSeraphina  ,  thought  herself  very 
fortunate  in^being  able  to  procure  a  small 
cottage  in  the  environs  of  Bath,  which 
being  calculated  for  poor  invalids,  was 
Itt  at  a  very  reasonable  rent.  Orlando 
was,  in  his  own  apprehennon,  better  for 
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bis  jomneyf  and  the  phyaidaa  to  whom 
be  was  r6ix)mm«idied,  (conatdtfiog  hii 
ihufitioQ  as  perfect/  hopeless^)  assured 
bim  tbat  lie  could  oot  be  situated  better 
than  where  he  was,  as  his  home  was  shel- 
tend  by  Beechum  Cliff,  and  that  during 
Us  stay^  he  woald  give  him  all  necMStty 
Mdvice}  so  theie  he  detemiaed  to  *ie» 
tMin  ibr  the  ensuing:  summeFf 

Ahhoogb  times  yet  continued  wry  un* 
£svourable  for  iarmers^  in  the  month  oi' 
Idsy^  Gibson  contrive  to  pay  Mxsu  Wes* 
ton  the  arrears  of  her  rent }  and  the  mo- 
ment she  obtained  it,  and  was  thereby 
MnUed  to  leave  SNwnford^  she  lost  not  a 
moment  in  hastening  to  her  son^  to  whom 
fa^  presenw  was  exceedingly  weicoms^ 


varioua  accounts^  The  poor  child 
was  now  languishing,  and  in  the  begin* 
ning  of  autumn^  it  sunk  into  that  grave 
which  its  father  was  every  day  advancing 
to  meet  with  rapid  strides.   Yet  he 
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ed»  with  ber^  to  a^ert  the  poverty  which 
the  long  sickaess  of  his  childi  even  more 
than  his  own,  had  occasioned* 

It  Will  be  reooUeetedf  that  thk  summert 
tboagh  rainy  and  eheorless^  waa 
mswat  subject  to  th«ae  excessive  heals 
which  destroy,  as  by  a  pestilential  gale, 
the  withering  form  of  patients  like  Or* 
iando  i  he  wa^,  therefore^  enabled,  day 
after  day,  to  amuse  th^  wearisome  hours 
Hot  a  little  at  a  time,  by  a  book  or  by 
faispMHiil)  and  when  poor  Seraphina  bad 
laid  her  first-born  in  the  earthy  and  £u 
the  sake  of  him  who  was  now  the  undi- 
vided obje<^  of  her  care,  struggled  to 
hide  the  grief  she  could  not  conquer,  she 
sou^t  by  employing  hersdfi^  to  repay 
their  debt  to  Mr.  C— ,  whom  she  could 
tiot  bring  herself  to  intrude  upon  fur» 
ther,  until  the  firat  waa  refi»»ved#  The 
&nily  had.  but  one  purbe,  fbr  Mrs.  Was- 
tenlinew  her  money  was  better  managed 
by  Seraphina  tha«  herself  j  but  ala#l  the 
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length  of  her  journey,  and  the  debts  she 
had  unavoidably  contraeted  before  her 
income  arrived,  had  aeon  exhausted  it^ 
and  the  people  with  whom  they  dealt*  at 
Bath,  were  unable  to  give  them  credit ; 
being  the  little  shopkeepers  nearest  their 
own  habitation.  Under  such  circum*  • 
stances,  Seraphina  felt  it  her  duty,  to  ex- 
ert herself  to  the  utmost ;  and  about  a 
week  after  the  child's  death,  she  com* 
pleted  two  pictures,  which,  like  many, 
others,  her  unhappy  husband  had  began, 
but  was  unable  to  finish. 

It  was,  however,  a  pleasant  thing  to 
him,  to  varnish  these  pictures,  and  hav- 
ing done  so,  being  impatient  to  siee  them 
finished,  he  placed  them  in  the  window 
to  dry.  They  had  been  there  only  a 
short  time,  when  they  caught  the  eye  of 
a  gentleman  who  was  passing,  and  whoj 
after  admiring  them  some  minute,  en- 
tered the  cottage,  and  enquired,  If 
they  were  to  be  sold adding,  ^<  that  he 
was  himself  an  artist,  and  should  be 
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happy  to  purehase  them,  if  they  were 
of  a  moderate  price/' 

Orlando  was  at  this  time  laid  down  on 
the  humble  couch,  where  he  was  com- 
pelled to  pass  many  ^ours  of  the  day, 
and  therefore  Seraphina  answered  for 
him,  ^<  that  the  pictures  were  part  oi  a  ' 
general  order,  it  was  true,  but  they  were 
not  actually  sold.'^  Whilst  she  spoke,  an- 
other person  entered  the  open  door,  and 

•   

making  a  motion  to  Orlando,  requested 
to  spedc  with  him  in  the  adjo^iing  kitchen, 
to  which  he  led  the  way. 

Orlando  rose  to  obey  the  summons^ 
his  cheek  reflushing  with  hectic  heat. 
Seraphina  interfered,  saying,  "  she  coulcjl 
do  as  well,  her  husband  must  not  leave 
the  room.  The  person  whom  she-  ad- 
dressed, replied,  that  was  impossibief 
be  was  commissioned  to  arrest  her  hus- 
band, for  the  funeral  expenses  of  their 
child." 

Orlando  again  sunk  upon  the  couch, 
gasping  for  breatii,  and  widmtly  unable 
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to  ^peok;  far  ahane  to  be  so  caught 
bef<M^  the  stranger^  mm  addml  to  the 
diftti*era  of  the  circumrtaoce* 
.  I  will  give  you  ten  pounds  for  these 
pictures/'  said  the  benevolent  artist, 
immediately,  which  is  all  I  h^ve  with 
ue^  lUcid  if  a  little  more  is  requkedp  I 
will  send  it  to  you«'' 


nr* 

Iff 

truder  was.  soon  gone^  the  visitor  took 
his  purchase  home  with  him»  after  order* 
ing  another  pair  from  subjects  which  he 
chose,  and  the  certainty  that  be  would 
imjaediately  pay  ifor  tboHiy  froaft  having 
seen  how  JUttle  now  remained  in  Sera^ 
phina's  purse,  induced  her  to  work  with 
yet  more  diligence,  in  which  even  her 
suffering  husband  united.  Mr.  H  — ^ 
iMfugaily  called  upoa  them  during  the 
progress  ot*  their  work,  and  his  society 
oaver  iaiied  to  enliven  the  melancboly 
hours }  but  alas  1  it  was  evident  to  him, 
and.  to  all  around^  that  every  wertion 
rendered  the  invalid  still  worae,  and  that 
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either  the  late  shock  from  his  arrest,  or 
the  labour  to  which  he  had  subjected 
IttixiBetf;  bad  precipitated  the  fate  which 
awaited  him. 

Whm  Mr«  H-**~^  called  to  pay 
£oyr  the  pictures,  he  mentioned  as  the 
news  of  the  day,  that  in  about  a 
week  a  balloon  would  be  sent  off  from 
Sidney  Gardens,  in  which  the  most 
intrepid  of  modern  aercmauts  intended 
to  saily^^  and  observed  to  the  ladie% 

that  a  very  fine  view  of  it  would  be 
obtained  irom  the  hill  just  above  ihemJ^ 

Poor  Orlando  from  this  time  taUsed 
incessantly  of*  the  balloon,  when  his  in- 
creasing infirmities  allowed  him  to  talk 
•t  all  i  dxsd  although  Seraphina,  with 
Mort  peaiseworthy  vigihmce,  had  ohwufy 
be^im  another  piotare,  which  she  pofli- 
tively  determined  should  go  to,  LcmdoB 
to  th^  first  friend,  and  sought  to  in- 
terest hkn  in  its  progress,  she  found  it 
impossible  to  divert  him  from  the  earnest 
desire  he  had  adopted  of  seeing  the  as- 
cent of  the  balloon.    With  all  that  self- 
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deception  so  common  to  his  complaint^ 
he  calculated  on  an  accesBicm  of  strength, 
in  every  intermediate  day,  and  that  as 
he  could  now  walk  so  many  yards  on  the 
road»  by  that  time  he  should  manage  an 
equal  number  up  the  hill,  from  whence 
he  would  behold  it.  ^ 
*  Desifous  of  3delding  him  every  gratis* 
ficadon  in  their  power,  when  the  day 
really  arrived,  Seraphina  and  his  mother 
proposed  that  they  would  take  him  in  a 
chaise  to  the  gardens, but  this  he  would  not 
hear  of«  His  plan  was  laid,  and  with  a 
quiet  but  determined  pertinacity,  he  in<- 
skted  on  following  it ;  I  will  go  out  in 
good  time^'  said  he,  with  Seraphina 
ibr.  one  arm,  and  this  good  stick  for  the 
other ;  we  will  carry  the  drops  and  some 
WBlbet^  and  I  am  certain  I  can  manage 
it"  '  . 

Seraphina's  heart  sunk  at  the  thought 
of  the  sufierings,  dis^pointment,  per* 
h«p^  death,  which  he  had  thus  chalked 
out  for  himself^ ;  but  she  could  not  bring 
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herself  to  oppose  his  wishes;  that  l?e- 
seeching  eye  had  so  long  looked  to  her 
for  all  it  desired,  so  long  regarded  her 
with  gratitude  as  unbounded  as  its  love^. 
that  she  could  not  now  dispute  even  its 
most  inconsistent  entreaty^ 

.In  trembling  solicitude,  the  mother 
remained  at  home  ready  to  receive  themj 
and  a  humble  assistant  was  ordered  to 
follow  them,  to  be  ready  in  case  of  weari* 
nefis  to.  call  adiair;  and  thus  guarded, 
they  hegm  to  ascend  the  path. 

Every  step  was  a  dreadful  toil  i  paus^t 
succeeded  pause,  each  more  lengthened 
than  the  last,  an^  respiration  was  at 
length  so  ^cceedingly  diflBcult,  that  Sent- 
pbina  observed  that  it  was  utterly  im^ 
passible  to  proceed.  Orlando  pointed  .to 
*a  little  knoll  at  a  very  raiall  distance, 
as  a  place  where  he  would  be  content  to 
rest,  and  towards  that,  his  patient  con-, 
ductor  led  him. 

But  ere.  they  attained  .it,  the  guns  were 
fired,  which  announced  the  ascent  of  the 
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balloon.  Orlando  yet  pressed  forward,  he 
reached  the  wished-for  spot ;  and  Sera-^ 
phina  pointed  out  the  object  his  eye 
sought  for,  majestically  rising  above  the 
oify,  and  bearing  directly  towards  the 
place  on  which  they  stood ;  supporting 
him  with  her  utmost  strength,  he  was 
envied  clearly  to  discern  tho  bold  ad* 
venturer,  and  as  he  passed  over  their 
heads,  with  the  enthusiasm  pecidiar  to 
ardent  minds,  the  enfeebled  invalid  en- 
deavoured to  hail  him ;  but  in  the  very 
att^pt  he  became  almost  Bo£K>cated,  a 
violent  fit  of  coughing  ensued,  and  for 
some  moments,  both  Seraphina  and  the 
attendant^  who  now  flew  to  her  asmst- 
ance, .  £sared  that  even  life  itself  was 
gone,  so  .terrible  was  the  exhaustion 
which  succeeded. 

But  when  Orlando  had  taken  some 
drops,  when  he  was  really  able  to  retnm, 
he  vtBS  sensible  of  being  more  easy,  and 
ot'  breathing  with  more  freedom  than  he 
had^  done  for  many  nK>nths,  and  Sera* 
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pfainA  bersdf  observed  that  be  spoke  with 
his  imrmer  voice.  Mrs#  Weston  received 
them  with  tiembling  apprehension,  but 
was  relieved  and  surprised,  on  being 
asked  by  her  son  fm  a  cup  €i  ccffee  and 
a  toast,    as  he  was  very  hungry/^ 

Orlaodo^  to  thek  utter  surprise,  ate 
the  toast,  and  then  laid  down  and  fell 
into  the  easiest  slumber  he  had  enjoyed 
fpr  many  months  ^  during  which  time, 
SenqphiiMt  sent  €x  their  iHraidly  physi* 
dm,  whcon  she  trembled  to  behold,  lest 
she  should  leanx  that  this  change  was 
only  preparatory  to  a  much  greatar#  - 

Orlando  awoke  refreshed,  and  again 
desired  food,  observing  that  the  pain 
aod  weight  upon  his  breast  was  gone, 
and  that  his  appetite  was  good.  The 
physician  arrived,  and  after  various  ques- 
tions, pronounced  decidedly,  that  the 
imposthume  which  had  threatened  his 
life,  was  gone,  that  his  case  had  been 
one  of  tbe  most  extraordinary  nature, 
and  that  in  a  very  short  time,  with  that 
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care  and  prudence  which  he  had  no 
doubt  would  be  taken  ium,  his  health 
would  be  perfectly  restored.  He  per- 
mitted him  tm  the  present,  to  take  only 
a  small  portion  of  light  food,  and  waited 
till  he  was  put  to  bed,  when  he  left  the 
house,  saying,  "that  he  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  of  his  convalescence  in 
the  morning."  • 

Oxlando  slept — no  fever  scorched  hinl, 
no  cough  disturbed  him^  a  respiration 
sofl  as  infancy  parted  his  unparched 
lipi^  and  the  mother  and  wife^  .who  dur- 
ing the  live-long  nighty  still  watched  in 
trembling  hope  and  fearful  doubt,  his 
unwonted  slumbers,  at  length  became 
assured  that  the  cup  of  happiiMSS  W9B 
indeed  o&red  to  their  apprehensive  lips ; 
grasping  eaich  others  hands,  they  kndt 
down  together ;  their  silent  tears  of  joy 
and  mutual  congratulation  fell  upon 
each  others  bosom,  and  in  silence,  their 
heart-felt  gratitude,  their  profound  ador- 

•  This  remarkable  ct^se  occurred  to  an  arti»t  now  Uv4Qg« 
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atiooy  aacetided  to  the  throne  of  heaven, 
and  oiiagled  with  celestial  music* 

•  Not  less  fervid  was  the  pious  exult- 
ation of  the  late  invalid)  when  he  became 

indeed  sensible  that  he  had  shaken  off 

•  •  * 

disease,  as  a  noisome  mantlet  and  that 
health  and  strength  were  now  revisit- 
iog  his  shrunken  form,  and  reanimating 
bis  witheied  veins}  —  his  step  regained  its 
dasticitjj  his  figure,  its  commanding 
height ;  and  he  soon  required  the  warning 
voice  of  his  ever-watchful  Mentor,  to  re^ 
mind  him  that  he  was  yet  very  weak^ 
and  must  be  exceedingly  guarded*'* 

But  Orlando  did  not  need  any  one  to 
tell  himi  that  the  first  visit .  he  ought  to 
make  should  be  to  the  House  of  God ;  for 
the  language  of  his  heart  was,  <^  I  will 
take  -the  cup  of  salvation,  atici  call  upon 
tlie  name  the  Lord;''  and  on  the 
second  Sunday,  from  the  time  we  speak 
of^  he  was  enabled  to  accompany  his  wife 
and  mother  to  church,  and  stay  the  com- 
munion without  being  exhausted,  and  in 
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the  course  of  the  following  week 
might  be  pronounced  nearly  well* 

His  appearance  at  churcb.was^  however, 
that  of  a  being  80  shadowy,  so  attenuatttU 
aod  yet  so  loveiy>  that  he  appeaned  to  be 
scarcely  an  inhabitant  of  earth  ^  yet  the 
ardour  of  his  devotions^  the  entire  ab^ 
stractedness  of  his  air^  which  never 
seemed  to  mingle  for  a  moment  with  sur- 
rounding objects^  except  soioetifiies  in  a 
to  his  wife  or  mother,  in  vbicb 


■ 

•J 

1 

•  1 

patby  with  them  which  is  beyond  all 
others;  rendered  his  manners  still  inore 
an  object  of  interest  than  his  person*  A 
gentleman  sat  near  him  who  had  himself 
been  ill,  and  this  circumstance,  perhaps, 
made  him  think  more  oi*  Orlando  than 
others ;  he  spoke  of  him  oftra  in  the 
courseof  the  day  to  his  lady,  and  on  the 
feUowing  nM>rnin^:  happening  to  see 
the  artist  who  had  befriended  O/Landop 
he  mentioned  him  as  possessing  the 
-finest  pro£^e  he  had  ever  seen,  and  ex- 
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pressed  a  great  desire  to  find  out  who 
he  was.  ' 
It  must  be  my  young  fiieiid  the  ar- 
said  Mr#  H  »  I  had  no  idea 
he  would  ever  live  (o  get  to. church 
again/* 

If  he  is  an  artist^  I  have  an  excuse 
for  going  with  you ;  let  us  go  together 
and  c^l  apon  him/' 

The  interest  Orlando  had  thus  counted  • 
when  unknowns  was  ccmsiderably  in* 
Qceased  when  Mr.  Wilmington  (the  gentle^ 
loan  in  question)i  beheld  hinij  and  heard 
his  simple,  yet  eloquent  account  of  the 
eircumstanoe  by  which  be  had  regamed 
his  healthy  or  his  animated  spirit-stirring 
description  of  those  feeling  which  ware 
now  awakened  by  every  circumstance 
which  unfolded  the  beauties  of  nature  to 

* 

his  view,  and  restored  the  powers  <rf  art  * 
to  his  long  paralysed  ex^tions.  Mr.  WiU 
ttington  was  a  man  of  large  fortune,  an 
amateur,  and  a  patron   and  it  was  there*  * 
fore  not  surprising,  that  he  accorded  a' 
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share  of  encouragement  to  Oriandot  and 
persuaded  himself  to  believe^  that  in  bis 
early  efforts  he  saw  the  germ  of  that  high 
genius  so  rarely  found,  and  which  his 
heartf  rather  than  his  jodgmratf  most 
prdMbly  accwded  to  Orlando. 

You  shall  paint  me  a  pair  of  small 
pictures,  like  those  of  my  friend  H  -^'i^  < 
said  Mr.  Wilmington,  <^  and  put  theni^in 
frames  suitable  for  them/^  « ' 

By  the  time  these  pictures  were  finished, 
Orlando  was  able  to  take'  them  to  the 
Upper  Crescent  himself;  Mr.  Wilming- 
ton expressed  himself  satisfied  with  them, 
approved  his  expedition,  and  engaged 
him  to  make  a  copy  of  a  very  valuable 
picture,  for  which  he  ofiered  to  give  him 
fifty  pounds  j : —  but  1  will  pay  you  now 
for  these,'*  he  added  j  What  is  the 
price?**  ^  . 

Orlando  answered,  the  picturos  were 
ten  pounds,  the  frames  were  five ;  of 
course  fifteen  pounds  was  the  money 
due.  /   •  7 
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.,  Mf.  Wilmipgton  wrote  .a  .cl>e.ck  wbich 
.  which  he  gave  to  .Orlaq4o«  who  took  it, 
and  immediately  depfMrtQd. 

When  Orlando  got  at  a.  little  fdi^aoqe 
Jium  Mr-  Wiloiiogtioa's  Imos^  opened 
jthe  cjjepk  jlo  .  see  jipoQ  .wba);  l^^dung- 
■  licaise  it       draivo.  ^apd  perpeiyed  that 
.Mr.Wilwipgtonhad  by  mistakp.coi^clijded 
!  the.  pictures  yfefe  each,  fifteen  pounds^  as 
j  he  had  drawn  the  check  for  thirty  3  he  * 
1  letunied  immediately,  and  shojwefl  him  ^ 
V^t  thej^ror:had  poiisiited* 

.« I  iwill  ^ecti^y  it,"  esud  Mr.  Wil^niiig- 
Umi  and,  on  giving  l^im  .auothcx  iblded 
.cheQkioto  his  hand,  he  said,  X^ke  this. 
My  gQo4  /riend,  and  be  assured  there  is 
mm'  no  mistake ;  jline  with  me  at  five 
.oext  ]^riday  ;  but  jnake  ail  the  haste  you 
I  jcan'to'get  your  check  discounted  at  the 
'  Jmk,  .as  it  'may  be  useiUl  to  you  mm^' 

Orlando  was  indeed  sensible^  that  if  he 
I   dined  with  Mr.  Wilmington,  bis  money 
would  all  be  required  in  procurinff  ne-^ 

m.  III.  B 
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cessary  habiUmeDts ;  he  there^<M«  has* 
•  tened  to  the  bimk,  presented  his  check, 
aod  received^  to  his  utter  astomshment, 
sixty  pounds.*- 

Mi\  Wilmington's  emphatic  wow,  —  his 
'  btoevdent  mdkb^  —  his  mumer.  of  has* 
tMiBg  him  oat  of  the  house,  all  unifcedto 
pfove  that  thechangeio  the  draft  hod  been 
iotentionaly  and  Orlando  reacbed  home^ 
Iplowing  with  gratitude  -and  pleasure, 
which  was  increased  when  participated  by 
his  wife  and  mother ;  and  while  his  heart 
yet  throbbed  with  its  first  emotions,  he 
^wtote  a  letter  to  his  benefactor,  which 
'(iroved  not  only  ^e  acuteness^  o£  bis  mm- 
sibility,  but  the  high  polish  of  a  mind 
becoming  the  son  of  a  poet  and  a  painter. 
'    One  invitation  led  to  many.-  Mr. 
-Wilmington's  circle  comprehended  the 
•wealthy,  the  great,  the  literary,  and  the 
fashionable  i  —  all  were  likely  to  bi^Briemi 


^  This  waft  ii^eraliy  the  conduct  of  the  late  Mr.  W 
.  ofBalb,  to  a  young  man  whom  hepatroniae^  ^nd  to  wl 
lii  afterwards  1)eqtteathed  a  thoasand  pounSs. 


nun 


Digitized  by  Google 


1AL8B  or  TBB  FIUMI.Y.  I4t7 

Orl4Dck%  but  die  last  class  wece  hiaaiora 
iflunedi^e  patrons^  £w  with  them  be  was 
adopted,  not  only  as  a  novelty,  but  on 
account  of  bis  personal  advantages, 
which  were  at  this  time  the  more  re< 
markable  from  jUie  brilliant  glow  of 
retaniiog  h^th»  and  the  stxaking  aai* 
outkm.wfaicb  pmadad  bis  featorea  and 
his  form  i  to  which  might:  be  added,  aeme 
portion  of  TOAisir^l  knowledge,  ai  pleasmg 
voice  (eode^^d  effectivie  by -fine .  taste  ; 
iffid  powers  of  conversation  (when  drawn 

;  Mt)  much  isbove  the  generality  of  even 
well  informed  men. 

Bath  waa  b^inniag  to  fill  for  the  wwtor 
season,  ami  the  more  Orlando  was  seen* 
the  mxe  botwas  ^dmired^  and  an  iovittu 
tion  to  one  g^y  party  was  only  the  pre* 
lude  to  another.  3eraphina,  who  was,  in 
the  first  instance,  delighted  to  see  her 

I  iwloved  busbfmd  placed  in  that  aocfaijr 
where  he  idoae  could  .be  duly  estimailed, 
aod  which  she  wished  ever  to  see  htoi 
move  in*,,  became  now  alarmed:  ^ she 
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trembled  ibr  i\&  future  dfects-.on  so  young 
a  maot  whose  domestic  habits  and  con* 
jugal  afiections  could  .haidly  fail  to  be 
injured  by  being  takpn  from  his  simple 
pleasures  to  tbdse  beyond  his  sphere; 
and  iBhe  felt  the  ptetent  donsequences  to 
be  xl^brable^  as  Oriando  had  no  ^ibe 
for  paintings  ^or  even  storing  his  mind^ 
as  :she  well  knew  a  painter's  sliOuld  be 
stored ;  and  she  perceived  ^Iso^  that  bis 
gay.  friends^  ^contenting  themselves  with 
the  niame  of  patrons,  never  really  assisted 
htB^endeatouTS  to^  establish  liinself  a8  «n 
artiste  *         •  •  ' 

.  Thus  circumstanced,  Seraphina  labour- 
ed nearly  alone,  and  although  Orlando 
BfeVer  went  out  without  grieving  at  the 
thoyghts  .of  leaving  her .  at  home,  nor 
watched  the  progress  of  the  picture,  with- 
out lameiitlng  how  small -a  portietii  of  it 
done  by  him  ;  yet  be  found  -hi mseU' 
Wotind  in  toils  which,  though  another  - 
dajr. be.  should  be  able  to  elude,  were  for 
thepresent  moment  unavoidable^  Under 
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these  cu'comstaiicesy  he  finished  the  paints 

ingp  or  rather  saw  it  finishedi  ordere4  by 

his.  real  friends 

A  severQ.  shock  awaited  him  on  its' 

delivery^ .  for  he  found  that  a  few  houi!lP 

before,  hia  truly  generous  patron,  IAt. 

Wilmington,  bad  been  seized  with  a  rer 

turn  ol*  that  complaint  which  had  fo{- 

merly^  afflicted  him,  and  yras  considered 

•already  in  danger.    On  learning  he  was 

in  the  house,  he  insisted  qh'  seeing  him  ; 

md  from  ,tl|at  time,  such.  wa§  his  evident 

predilfictipn,  for  his  societyt  tbM  ^rlando 

•was  s^dom  absent  from  him  qaany  hours 
•  » 

for  A  time,  until  his  death,  whicli  topk 
.place  within  a  fortnight.  '  '  *  r 

Orlando,  as  might  be  eScpecCed,  was 
deeply  ii£fected  with  this  circi|ffl6tance ; 
nor  did  the  information  that  his  g^erous 
,  iriend.  had  ieft  him  a  handspme  legacy, 
lessen  but  increase  the  acutenesa  of  that 
grief  with  which  he  lamented  him;  but 
{IS  his  ibdings^could  only  be  dvSy  esti- 
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mated  in  his  own  borne,  to  that  place 
only  their  developemenC  was  confined* 

In  a  short  time>  Orlando  received  from 
Mr^  Wilmington's  executor,  the  fifty 
pounds  which  was  due  to  hun,  and  the 
.in^rmatioa  that  a  twelvemonth  was 
given»  iu  which  ail  legacies  were,  to  be 
paid<   There  was  a  regularity  and  cold- 
ness in  the  proceeding,  which  proved 
that  his  successor  had  nothing  to  do  with 
fixtp  or  artiste^  or  at  least  that  Oriando 
had  no  longer  a  lioose  there ;  and  he  r»* 
marked,  «^  that  it  was  a  blow  to  his  out- 
set in  ]i£ep  which  would  retard  his  pro- 
.gress;  for  ijb  might  be  long  before  he 
met  with  a  friend  so  partial  to  his  pencil 
as  the  last** 

«  But,  my  dear  QrUindo,  you  are  not 
a  pamter ;  your  necessities  have  made 
you  such ;  but  now  they  are  removed, 
you  will  undoubtedljr  return  to  your  own 

business*'' 

You  are  well  aware,  Seraphina,  that 
my  inclination,  njst  less  than  my  necessi- 
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ties,  point  me  towaids  a  profession  for 
which  I  always  had  a  great  regard^  and,. 
Ittmtf  sufficient  talents.'^  .  - 

Pardon  xne»  my  Ime,  it'  1  speak 
^    plainly :  you  have  sufficient  talent^^  it  is 
true»  for  a  tolerable  painter,  but  I  have; 
heard  ray  father  so  often  decry  mediocre 
talents  in  aitt  that  I  cannot  bring  myseli* 
to  think  yon  should  positiveiy  engage  in 
the  profession,  without  I  was  assured^ 
that  the  world  would  feel  for  you  the 
Wne  esteem  with  which  I  regard  you 
I    myself.    However,  there  is  time  to  con- 
sider that  by-andrbye;  at  present  our 
I   fittt  care  must  be  to  go  to  London,  that 
'   you  xasLy  beenahled  tct  resume  your  situ* 
atioa  at  Mn  Xianbury's.^ 

^  I  have  thought  much  on  that  sub« 
ject :  I  am  aware,  I  owe  him  six  months' 
service,  which  is  more  especially  due  be- 
cause he  took  me  for  an  inadequate  fee ; 
but  if  I  could  give  him  money  instead  of 
tinae,  I  would  prefer  it*** 

H  4 
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That  would  nut  reconcile  your  uncle, 
Uiiaudo  r'  •    •    ■  /  • 

«<  My  uncle  1  surely  you  cannot  think 
I  owe  Jiim  obedience  j  a  cruel,  hard  heart- 
ed  man,  who  returns  even  our  letters  un- 
j^ead.''-        *    •    •  ' 

'  "  We  are  called  upon  to  perlbrnk  our 
duties,  whether  he  pei*forin»  his  or  not  r 
iix  months  is  not  a  long  time  to  serve  a 
kind  master :  when  we  came  here,  how 
thankfully  would  I  have^  entered  into  any 
bondage,  for  any  period  of  time,  to  have 
insured  even  your  existence,  my  love. 
Think  how  muichf  we  owe  to  Heat  eh  for 
extraordinary  merctesr^  and  you  iwiUtbi&lc 
little  of  all  that  we  can  pay  to  maOy  ii> 
the  path  of  duty  and  obedience/'' 

1  will  go  with  you,  Seraphina,  when- 
ever jou  please :  I  will  be  an  ironmonger 
all  my  life,  if  I  can  insure  ^ou  comfort. 
How  could  it  be,  that  I  ever  knew  even 
the  gratification  of  an  hour,  in  which  you 
shared  not 

In  a  few  daysi  Orlando  bad  bade  bis 
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gay  fri^ids  adieu.  Seraphina  had  sa- 
tisfied all  demaads  made  upon  ber»  and 
bade  a  kind  farewell  to  their  first  firiendst 
the  generous  artist  and  the  benevolent 
physician }  and  haying  dropped  a  farewell 
tear  on  the  grave  their  little  one^  they 
leftt  with  much  ^notion,  a  placet 
which  they  had  .experience4  •  sensations 
calculate4.to  render^  it  most  .memorable 
and  dear  to  their  hearts }  And  again  en- 
tered on  a  new  scene  of  anxiety,  de* 
pendence,  and  exertion. 
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'    Thy  lively  temper,  iBid  tby  dic^^ 
Have  cast  a  smile  en  sadnesi  and  deqiair; 

Thy  active  hand  has  dealt  to  flna  dull  place, 
llie  bUtt  of  plentfttBd  the  chaua  of  grace. 

Cbabb£» 

- 

Orlando  arrived  in  London  at  a  time 
when  his  services  were  particularly  wel- 
come ;  and  his  offer  was  instantly  accept- 
.  ed  with  avidity  by  Mr.'  Hanbury,  who 
told  him  that  he  had  had  several  letters 
from  Italy,  for  him,  within  a  few  days, 
which  he  had  intended  to  bring  him,  as 
he  was  ordered  to  Bath  for  his  health, 
which  had  been  greaUy  injured  by  his 
stay  in  Ireland. 

These  letters  were  ftom  fiorence, 
whence  it  appeared,  that  owing  to  their 
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varimB  mavements,^  the  ftmily  tbettt  iMii 
BOtreoaiTed  their Istteis  with  nxf  degree 
ol'  i:iegulArity  $  and  bad  at  one  time  been 
throwii  into  gcaaL  distress,  &oid  leaxmag 
&at  Seraphina  itad  left  Sir .  Strahao 
Churchill's  bouse  clande^nely*'  This 
letter  having  hem  kiiig-  en  its  passage, 
was  very  quickly  sacoeeded  by  ene  fioooi 
Lady  £iuiiy«  who  had  received  a  cootes- 
$ioa  &om  her  dying  bcother-ia4aiv«  which 
left  her  only  anxious  to  discover  the  fu^ 
gittve»  that  she  might  i^e-assure  hex!  by  her 
kindnesst  aad  Keatote  her  with  iwmwig  4o 
her  situatioii^  Tjaa.iDaiiiage  af.tbeir:jre» 
q^ectiy e  childien  ajq^eared  to  ha^e  gitaen 
pleasure  to  both  the  fathers^  but  the  heart 
« the  mother  was  evidently  full  of  tender 
«IeneB9  *nd.willi  hee usual itresight,  ^btf 
iarieeed  aaf  oedct  iivSerafhiBa  ta  netiift 
tha  reata,  Mmi  JQmmihhaw,  iu(iai  and 
conduded.bgr  atsuniigi  hflt^  Mthet  so 
fidly  was  she  aw^  of  the  distress  which 
VV.  a1113e.tA  arise  Swrn  her  early»  and, 
^^tniSm^  imfnAm^mm^  tbat  abe 

H  6 
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should  hasten  back  to  England  as  soon 
M  they  were  able;''  adding,  '««that  thejf 
had  hitherto  be»  most  happy  in  okttaiiuk 
ifig  the  ofajecta  they,  had  in  viewr  aad 
that  .  Mr«  Weston's  iJiiealtb  w^s  fully ^  re^ 
established^  and  he  was  now  really  en# 
gaged    the  pursuit  which  sh^  Iiad  ideally 
drawn  out  for  him/' 
'  Tbem  lekten  were  object?  of  delight^ 
ixA  *  coetemplatioii  te  aU  our . little  family^ 
whasoon  became  aettledrin  lodgings  neai 
to  Orlando'j^  place  of  service*   It  was 
Seraptiina^s  first  care  to  make  t  a  settle* 
ment  with  the  kind-hearted  friend,  who 
had  assisted  her  down  to  BatiH..witb 
little  eocjpsetelaen' diat  the  wietched  im 
valid  he  eent  these  wimld  ever  again 
be  able  to  thank- him  &r  his  kipdaesa; 
and  irom.  this  person^  she  now.  procured 
kioli  employment  as  would  enable  her  to 
support  herself  during  the  period  of  her 
husband's  remaining  servitude; 
.  Thyyftnitthae  wiwdh  'Straphinfc  wwaiadl 
ofbij^i-.  jG.€<ir4he  }f»ipaBfm£  receiving 

'J  i 
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money,  she  had  occasion  to  wait  for  him 
a  little  while,  during  whichi  her  eye 
was  attracted  by  a'  case  of  mioiatdres^ 
which  lay  oped^  upcm  the  table.  They 
consisted  of  four  portraitSi  two  of  which 
were  of  children,  one  of  a  lady  about 
twenty,  and  another  of  a  lady  above 
•thirty,  evidentty  painted  mneh  earlier ; 
and  on  looking  at  the  latter  closeiyt  'iriie 
observed  with  surprise,  that  it  was  ex- 
actly the  same  with  one  of  her  father's 
mother,  which,  he  always  carried  about 
his  person ;  it  ftko'  statick  her  that  one  of 
the  '  children'  ^  resembled  •  her  own  little 
one.  '       '* '  '  •  '   '   e '  •  . 

'  She  meintioned  these  circumstances  to 
Mr,  C,  and  enquired,  if  he  knew  the 
ewner  of  the  case  to  which  he  answer- 
ed  in  the  negative;  saying,  <^  tikut>  ttey 
had  been  lell  U>  his  care  by  a  -airanger 
whothad  purchased  many  pictures  of  JbisB, 
and  requested  him  to  get  some  little  re- 
pans. to  the  miniatures  in  question,  and 
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would  call  ag^in  for  the  case,  on  his  re-  ^ 
turn  fitom  the  north." 

Sm's^)hiIla  GoukL  not  help  uHiaiog  on 
the  circuinataiy.fi  all  the  way  hofne  but  | 
oii  arriving  there,  it  was  entirely*  put  oi^t 
of  her  Q)ind  by  the  state  of  anxiety  and 
'  imciRsinew-  of  Mrs*.  Weston»  whc^  doring 
rhttr  abaeneeb  had  i^ccaved  the  io\kmag 

•»  Dear  Niece, '  i 

-  Old  Jobnaon,    my  housiMceeper,  i 
ig  dead*  and  I  em  very  poorly.  Satty 
•behavea  veiy  iU>. aflnd        i»  ge^d  for 
nothings  so  that  if  you  are  not  i^aid  < 
of  another  joujney,  I  wish  you  would 
come  and  $ee  wh^t  ia  ta  l^e.dpne.  Bat 

if  yottfaaye  the  irbfnimatiwn,«r  a^y  other 
aiinieiit*  ^tia  of  oq  i«us  to  csome.;  bu|iif 
you  know,  of  a  xespectablfi^  st^^a^jr  P^' 
wbo  uodefstan^a  the  country,  yQU 
may  send.  her.  I  anj  glad  your  son  is  i 
.ntumed  to  hia  biiainesp,  'tis  a  long  la^ . 
that  has  never  a  turn,  and  he  may  happen 
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to  do  weU  at  last ;  though  a  man  seldom 
gets  over  a  foolish  marriage. 

«  Yours,  &c. 

Jim  WsncK^ 

When  Seraphioa  laid  down  the  letter, 
Mrs. Weston,  in  a  low  and  plaintive  voice, 
began  to  speak. 

I  reaUjr  do  not  know  wImI  to  do,  I 
dread  going  to  my  tmcHe^  so  nueku  I 
ihink  it  will  shatter  my  nervea  to  pieces, 
and  destroy  all  the  health  which  I  got 
up  so  purely  at  Bath ;  yet  I  am  really 
sorry  for  the  old  man,  after  all;  for  I  am 
mie,  tiMit  wUcy  jade,  Sally,  mH  tm  htin 
fihameluUy  when  he  is  siek ;  and  he  Will 
sot  have  the  power  to  turn  her  away, 
now  he  i$  in  this  helpless  state.  I  trem<* 
ble  at  the  thoughts  of  ^comdtering  her, 
but  yet  it  Is  stirely  xay  ^Avity.  He  wta 
kind  to  me  in  my  chiMfaood  i  and  be  id 
becooio  A  very  old  man  i  we  must 
foiget  and  forgive :  ~r.^twould  be  vftcked 

todegert  hiro*"   •  «         .......  i 
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-    I  wiil  go  to  htm;  dear'motiiery'^  said 
Seraphina;       go  as  his  servant  j  by  that; 
meansy  l  shall  avoid  stirring  all  angry 
passions  against  me  as  an  individual^  and 
ensure  to  him  all  those  kind  attentions 
which  his  situalioii  certainty  reqinres.^^ 
/  When  Orlando  heard  tiiat  Seraphina 
was  bent  on  this  journejr>  and  saw  tba:t 
hi§  mother  was  very  anxious  for  it, 
although  he  was  extremely .  averse  from 
|iis  wife  encountering  either  Migue  or 
inwlt,  yet  be  suffered  hiniself  to  be  peiv 
•uaded  into  allowing  her  to  adopt  i%  i 
pud  he  th^  rather  consented,  because  he 
.thought  her  health  would .  be  benefited 
by  it.    Circiimstances  compelled  him  to 
bid  her  9'  hasty  fia*^ell ;  and  when  h# 
was  gene,  she  dress^  herself  in  a  cap  of 
Idrs,  Weston's,  $md  such  other  clothing 
^§  ..  was.  calculated  to  make  her  loojk  as 
piuch  ;oldef  as  possible ;  atid*  then  with 
an.  anxioufi^  r  and  indeed  ifearfhl  heart,  set 
4mt  jipoD*  aa. errand,  :which  it  required 
her  utmost  resolution  to  encounter. 
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But  even  in  the  short  portion  of  time 
allowed  to  Ker  fbr  preparation,  Sei^aphina- 
had  provided  a  little  present  to  leave  at 
the  1^01196  ivhere  her  Urkndo  bad  been 
txeated  with  &uich  *  Cordiality .  by  Miss 
Nancy  and  her  good  old  Aunt ;  nor  did 
she  pass  through  Stamford  witiiout  a 
remembaance  to  her  little  frjili  seller# 
Happy  was  it  for  her,  that  she  was  thiM 
isnployed,  fbr  her  spirits  «^  felt  at  each 
nmovB  a  lengthening  chain/'  and -before 
I    ^  reached  the  end  bf  her  journey,  she 
'   ^eit  surprised  that  she  had  ever  possessed 
the  temerity  to  encounter  it*  ' 

When  she  arrived  at  M  1  she  was 

informed  by  an  idle  looking  Ibot-boy,  ^yho 
I    swung  the  door  backwards  and  forwards 
sli  the  while  be  was  speaking,  ^  thatMn 
Weston  was  veiy  bad,  andeauMn^e  si^ 
i    nobody,  so^t  was  no  use  for  to  cone  in*'' 
I       Seraphina  stepped  into  the  hous^,  or- 
dering the  porter,  who  carried  her  lug- 
g^e,  to  set  it  down.  •  ( 

\     '  ^  What's  all  .this  about?''  said  the 
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semiilemaid,  who  was  descmding  the 
staiiB :   I  suppose  smnebody's  come  h&n ' 
by  mistoke:  we  can't  do  with  no  company 
at  our  bouse,  I  be  sure/' 

I  am  sent  here  by  Mrs.  Westoo,'* 
said  Seraphina,  and——** 
-  ^  Ob  you  hei  then  you  may  trot 
back  again  for  your  patns :  the  {knmt  old 
soul  up  stairs  shan't  be  disturbed  on  his 
^  death-bed  by  never,  a  fine  Lunun  bo^yi 
be  she  who  she  niay^  while  my  name's 
Sally,  I  warrant  it.'* 

Seraphina  pearceived  that  her  task  was 
indeed  begun^  £wr  a  nAoment  ^e  conn^ 
dered  what  was  best  to  bfidone»  and  then 
enquired  ot'  the  boy,  what  physician  at- 
tended  his  master. 

^  ^  Why,  Doctor  Edwards,  to  be  sure^ 
as  Uvea  down  street.** 
^      You  may  put  down  my  boxes,**  said 
^eraphina  to  the  porter,    and  show  me 
tlie  way  to  Mr-  Edwards's.** 

In  a  very  short  time,  Seraphina  re- 
.tumed,  aecompanied  by  this  gentleman, 
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whom  ahdivent  up  stauw  witbt  and  to  her 
surprifii^  found  iu  the  iovaUd  a  weiiU 
looking  though  aged  man^  sitting  by  a 
little  miserable  fire  in  his  bed-rooin,  with 
a  basin  of  greasy  water,  dignified  by  the. 
name  of  broth,  stmiding  by  th«  jfa«l-place» 
which  ho  very  n^buraUy  declared^  h«; 
was  quite  unable  to  eat.'' 

When  he  had  read  Mrs.  Weston's  Jet^. 
ter  of  introduction,  he  said,  **  it  was  very, 
strange  she  tdtmild  aead  such  a  young, 
vomsii  to  nurse  hini  $  haU  howoYeart 
ing  she  was  come  so  iar t  she  ouist  he 
taken  eare  of}  butt  he  doubted^  .Sally 
would  lead  the  poor  thing  a  bad  * 
But  you  must  not  permit  that,"  said 
Mr.  Edwards* 

Its  fine  taiktng:  what  can  I.  do,, 
now?'* 

*^  Sir,''  said  Seraphina^  mildly,  but 
with  a  firm  voice,  "  I  am  come  heie  to 
be  your  servant,  and  I  earnestly  entreat 
you  to  give  me^  at  least,  a  month's  trial  $ 
but  I  also  expect  to  be*  solely  mistresaot* 
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tliose  below -me;  axid^if^oi^  will  place 
me  in  this  situation,  1  have  no  doubt  of 
preserving  iti'\  ' 
'     Fairly  spoken,  young  woman^  I  must 
say^  so  ring  the  hell/* 

Bo(  bdbre  he  had  time  to  desire  Sally's 
presence,  she  was  be£»re  bint,  declaring 
most  vehemently,  that  she  expected,* 
now  poor  Johnson  was  dead  and  gone, 
that  nobody  else  should  be  put  over  hef 
head ;  and .  if  that  fine  flaunting  i^unun* 
woman  was  to  stay,  she  would  leave*  the 
house  in  ten  minutes,  that  she  would/*  - 
\:f*  Yqu  hear,  Edwards,  hpw  she  goes 
on :  this  is  the  tune  I  hear  ten  times  a 
day-  /  , 

Then  hear  it  no  longer,  Sir/^  said 
Seraphina :  ^<  stranger  as  I  am,  I  will  do 
every  thing  for  you,  until  a  person  caa 
be  procured  in  this  woman's  plage/' 
(  Tlie  rage  of  the  servant  knew  no 
bounds^  and  the  noise  she  made  so  affecti 
^  the  patient,  that  the  apothecary  re* 
moved  her  down  stairs  by  fprce«  When 
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her  fury  had  sp^nt  itself,  the  stranger 
wild  had  annouoeed  herself  as  Mn. 
Stfrahy  Informed  her^  l^t  if  she  dame 
to  Jbeliave  4ierself  properly,  sh^  aboalfi 
be  -retained  in  Mr^  Westpn'i^  nervioe^  ui|- 
deriier  controul }  but  if  nott  *sbe  would 
pay  ber  her  wages,  and  after  making 
evefy  allowance  for  the  suddenness  ^  of 
,  her  reihovaly  dimniss  her  that  very  hour^ 
^  The  cahnneBft  4>f  Seraphiiia*a  temped, 
and.  the  .wperiority  of  her  maimer,  iooB* 
vmced  the  woman  4hiit  .she  .\j|(as  Qot.Jtp.be 
,  frightened  out  of  her  purpose  .  and  wJbeu 
•she  s^aw  her  take  an  apron  out  .of  her 
pocket,  tie  it  on,  and  then  carry  the  coal 
I  hob  :  up  stairs  to  rc^esb  her  (master's  fire, 
became  -oonviQcedt  that  it  was  better 
:  to  yield  }  so  she.  sat  down  .auUeolyt  jand 
said,  .^^Madam  .  might  take  her  .own 
'  way*:**  -the  boy,  wjbo  was  her  slave,  said, 
•*  so  she  might  for  him/*  . 
-  S^raphina  soon  per Qeived,  that  thf^ 
<p6or:old  ^fiian-  ma^  indeed  in.. want  .of 
evtry  .Gomfoi^  and  4>^Qing  a-lUtJie  Imk 
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.which  she  had  brought  with  her»  ahe 
.took  thence  some  arrow-root»  which  she 
soon  prepared  as  a  substitute  for  his  un-* 
palatable  broth.    He  ate  it  with  great 
ple9rai^  saying,     U  was  a  long  tim 
jBU&ce  he  hadhad  mj  thing  half  ao  good» 
'ood  he  believed  thatjbe  had  oo  comphuat 
which  good  nursing  .could  not  cure.*^  As 
he  evidently  still  suflered  from  the  late 
flutter^  Soaphioa  adviaed  him 
•ad  Mdeanto  to  compoie  himidif,  ob- 
'serviqg,         wished- th^e  had  Jbeea  ft 
'go&  in  the  room«^' . 

There  is  one  in  the  drawing-room 
adjoining  \  but  JohmoQ  never  wcmld  let 
.me  ose  it^  forfear  I  abould  ^mmI  it:  she 
thought  it  wotthi  be  heir'a  some  timei  poiM* 
woman^  I  iismcy/' 

Seraphina  immediately  desired  thQ  boy 
to  help  her  in  bringing  the  sofa  into  her  • 
master's  room,  and  in  spite  of  his  aUe^ 
igianca  to  fUly^  he  coukL  notrfeSMt  her 
«ntreaties»  Whim  Weston  was  laid 
4own».  Seraphina  examined  his  bed,  and 
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finding  that  it  .WM  hard,  nd  in  wmyhh 
9pect  the  wont  in  the  hoOHB^  she^  with 
Jack's  assistance,  exchanged  it  ^ar  the 
best,  and  rendered  every  thing  in  the 
room  as  comfortable  as  she  could,  witlv- 
out  finding  any  fault,  so  that  when  the 
boy  went  down  stairs,  he  dedared,  she 
eould  put  her  hand  to  mf  tlikig,  and 
was  a  pretty  .spokoi  body  into  th'  -bacw 
gam.** 

The  damsel  below  being  still  invul* 
nerable,  Seraphina  prepared  dinner, 
which  slie  partook  with  her  charge,  who 
greatly  praised  her  cookery ;  and  it  also 
appeared  afterwards,  that  the' appetite  of 
Sally  had  ao  far  conquered  her  sullenness, 
that  she  had  condesc^ded  to  eat,  and 
had  even  declared,  "that  if  shejdidn*t 
hate  to  be  made  a  fool  of,  she  might 
be  stay." 

The  next  moraing  Mr.  Weaton  d»> 
clared,  "  he  bad  bad  a  iMst  excdient 
^ht  i**  and  be  took  the  baain  of  cbooo> 
which  his  housekeeper  .made 
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•wkh  great pleasMre, . .observing,  ''that  it 
!wa8  very  pretty  of  his  niece  to  send  these 
things  for.  him,  and  gbowed  that -she  was 
fnnch'  more  thoughtful  than  she  .used  to 
■be  i**  and  be  went  on  to  enqiiire  aboni 
-her  :soo,.  and  what  be  had  been  doijig 
■all  this  time  with  his  young  wife.?'* 
'  *•  Xbey  hay.e  suffered  a  gr.eat  deal  both 
ibotn'  sii^laMss  wd  poiverty,  ^ince  the? 
marriage." 

.  They  could  expect  no  jbetter  ;  «or- 
f&v  Jbcingsjucki^jifis,  ^d  poverty  bdo^ 
sotrow.  ilave  tbey  jaey  obildre^i  ?**  • 

**  They  had  one,"  said.Serapbiqa  .with 
difl&qulty,     biit  lost  it/^  . 
,  «*  .Poor , little  thjn^,*'  said  the  old  man, 
And  httr  (heart  ag^ii)  wfiened  to^itf<^ 
hitfi. 

y/Jaen  jSa|ly  resujnied  iier  activity,  she 
did  not,  therefore,  resume  bor  dutiep,  but 

♦ 

was  perpetually  Jl>usied  .in  lier  own.roora» 
tp.that  the  most  raei^iial  office?  were  left 
to  the  ■«  Lumia  wotean,'* .  as  she  desig- 
OAtfediterApIiiin  $  Jwho,  bcang  truly  bapp; 
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to  see  the  improvement  ia  her  patieoyt, 
and  the  progress  she  made  in  his  affeC« 
tionsy  avoided  every  altercation  which 
could  annoy  him ;  not  doubting,  but 
ifhen  he  was  abie  to  leave  his  room;  be 
would  rid  her  and  himself  of  such  an  uo- 
toward  inhabitant*,  hx  the  meai>  tim^ 
she  .was  perpetually  biassed  by  all  pos- 
sible impediments.;  ^nd,  as  she  sufierad 
exceedingly  in  her  own  health,  nothing 
kss  tlum  ektraofdinaxy  fortitude,  and  a 
&m  belief  th4t  she  should  eS^oi  soowi 
great  good  to  her  patient,  and  her  familyii 
could  have  sustained  her.  :v 

^he  letters  of  OrlaiTdo  were,  indeed]^ 
her  sweetest  cordiids,  and  wm  hts  i^egret 
for  her  absence  enabled  her  to  endfuie 
separation,  by.  proving  him  worthy  of  iiec 
utmost  efiSirts.  When  abe  bad  be^n 
about  two  months,  she  received  also  a 
very  great  support  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Weston's^psirtner,  who  usually  caUttd^ 
upon  hijBi  every  morning,  when .  he  was 
at  h^e  i  but  he  had  been  makijig  bi^ 

VOL.  Ill,  I  - 
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annual  journey,  at  the  time  of  her  ai- 
rival* 

One  morning,  as  lie  was  at  breakibt, 
this  person  (Mr.  Matthews)  came  in,  and 
having  shut  the  door  with  a  cautious  air, 
he  walked  up  to  Mr.  Weston^  saying 
Pray,  my  good  Sir,  do  you  recollect 
getting  from  me,  a  bank  post  bill  for  fifty 
pounds,  to  put  into  a  letter  for  your  niece, 
Mrs.  Weston 

^  To  be  sure,  Z  do^  though  she  never 
thought  proper  to  acknowledge  it  to  this 
day ;  but  she  was  always  dreadfully  idle.'' 
Don't  blame  her.  Sir,  for  depend 
upon  it,  she  never  received  it ;  this  is  the 
very  bill;  I  know  it,  because  I  wrote  upon 
it,  and  a  small  bill  at  the  suae  time,  the 
name  of  Johb  Jasper,  frMki-whotn  I  re* 
ceiffid  them}  and  this  bill  is  just  iu>w 
put  into  my  hands  to.be  chapged»  by  the 
nephew  of  your  liate  housekeeper,  who 
unquestionably  purloined  it.^^ 

Impossible!  I  remember  coming  io, 

■ 

and  seeing  the  letter  was  still  on  the 
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chimney  piece,  I  sent  it  ofi'  by  the  boy, 
ht  I  knew  toy  meee  was  in  great  dis* 
tress,  and  though  I  wa  angry,  yet  I 
could  not  leave  her  to  starve/^ 

/  can  explain  it  allf  said  Seraphina  ^ 
^  Mrs.  -Weston  received  from  you,  at 
that  time,  a  five-guinea  Macclesfield  bank 
aotei,  which  was  very  dirty,  and  on  which 
I  remember  seeing  the  WDidc^  John  Jas- 
per, written  in  a  good  hand/' 

That  note  I  gave  to  Johnson,  un« 
doubtedly,  for  housekeeping  expenses^  at 
the  very  same  time.'* 

^  1  know  you  did,**  said  Mr.  Mat- 
thews, ^<  for  I  was  present,  and  remiem^ 
ber  your  saying,  you  hated  the  sight  of  . 
dirty  paper.** 

•*  Mrs.  Weston  was  so  struck  with  the 
circumstance  of  the  note  being  dirty,  that 
she  said  when  she  received  it,  that  she 
was  sure  you  had  not  sent  it,  espeeiaMy 
as  it  was  so  trifling  a  sum»  for  the  purpose  ^ 
of  which  you  spoke  j  and  she  specified 
expressly,  in  acknowledging  it»  the  sum 
tiiat  you  sent.** 

I  2 
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<S  I  never,  had  any  answer  irom  her^ 
from,  that  day  to  this ;  nor  should  I  ever 
iiave  written  to  h€^  again^  but;  for  the  abo- 
minable saucines^  of  the  girl,  dowa  stairs/' 
;  Of  course/*  said  Mr.  Matthews, 
f*sall  other  letters  hjive  been  kept  from  you 
^r  fear  of  discovery :  the  case  is  plain/' 

f .They  wjere  oreturned  by  the  posi;f  as 
I  can  prove  to  you/*.  .  :  . 

'  .  Seraphina  .opeQ.ed  her  work-bag^  and 
produced  one  so  returned,  which  she  had 
herself  written  in  a  time  of  great  distress.^ 
The  old  man  held  it  in  bis  band*  evident- 
ly bew^ildered,  and  greatly  hurt }  repeat- 
edly.JS^iQg  ^^Poor  Betsey!  .what  must 
she  think  of.  me  —  five  guineas  I  —  it  was 
"mocking  her :  you  know%  Matthews,  if 
you  Jb&d:  brought  me  j9tare»  I  i^oiild 
.  '  Vave  put  it  in.  ^  I  was  angry  at  her  son^ 
bill  I  did  not  mean  to  be  so  severe  on 
Retseyt  —  my  old  friend's  child.!* 

.  The  old  man's  tears  began  to  course 
slowly  down  his  cheek,  and  he  repeatedly 
eried,  Poor  Betsey !  —  there  was  no 
harm  in  her ;  and  to  have  a  fever  in  a- 
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Strange  place,  and  ber  husband  over  seas, 
and  her  poor  boy  leaving  bis  place  to 
wait  upon  her,  —  oh  1  it. was  too  bad :  — 
she  can  never  get  over  it/^ 

^  Yes,  Sir  j  and  then  to  have  her  own 
letters  returned  to  her,'*  said  Mr.  Mat- 
thews ;  ^<  and  to  know,  as  she  must,  that 
your  servants  were  picking  your  pocket, 
whilst  your own  flesh  and  blood  was 
starving ;  —-  but  she's  not  a  woman  to 
bear  malice."  > 

Ah,  no!"  exclaimed  Seraphina^  *^  had 
/ou  seen.  Sir,  how  truly  uuuous  she  was 
&r  your  welfare,  with  what  affectionate 
remembrance  she  spoke  of  your  kindness 
to  her  in  childhood,  and  how  determined 
she  was  to  come  to  your  assistance,  until 
she  was  persuaded  that  I  could  nurse 
you  better  j  you  would,  know  how  sin- 
cerely she  had  forgiven  you.** 

The  old  man,  deeply  affected,  struggled 
to  hide  his  feelings,  by  opening  the  letter, 
itad  compelling  himself  to  read  it,  though 
^  spectacles  were  often  wiped  to  enable 
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him  to  see  it ;  at  length  he  said,  why, 
this  is  not  written  by  Betsey,  it  seems ; 
but  it^«  a  pf^Btty  letter,  vesry  pretty,  I 
must  say  that,''  han^ng  it,  as  he  spoke, 
to  Mn  Matthews. 

^  It's  a  letter^''  said  Mr.  Mattbewsi 
<^  that's  enough  to  break  one's  heart 
I'm  sure  if  either  me,  or  my  wife^  had 
known  your  relatioas  had  been  in  this 
situation^  the  best  bed  and  the  best  bit  iu 
our  house  should  have  been  theirs;'— 
poor  young  creatures  1  what  could  they 
do  in  such  a  state  as  this  ?'' 

Semphina,  overcome  by  her  recollec- 
tions, sobbed  aloud.  **  I  suppose,"  said 
Mr.  Matthews,  «*  i/ou  know  all  this  to  be 
true,'*  addressing  her* 

«  Oh,  yes  !*'  said  the  old  mao,  she 
knows  '«fn  all,  aitd  lo¥es  'em  alU  and  she^s 
a  tender  heart,  l^at  would  heljfi  my  body, 
nor  shall  she  ever  want  the  mmi»»  th^t  I 
promise  her»  &it  she'si  been  a  (!hild»  and 
more  than  a  ehild  to  me." 

**  Then,  Sir*''  said  §e(aphinfi»  seisiflig 
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ins  hand  and  kiaring  it»  I  hope  yjaa 
will  forgive  me»  for  the  only  iault  ywi 
have  ever,  laid  to  my  chargek" 

**  Fault !  fault !  rr  y^  b^ve  no  iaults» 
Chad." 

*•  I  am  the  wife  of  Orlando  Weston  j  — * 
the  unhappy  young  woman  who  wrote 


the  very  letter  in  your 


The  aged  seldom  weep,  but  the  old 
man  wept  freely,  as  he  threw  his  trem- 
bling arms  round  Seraphina,  and  called 
her  «*  his  darling  daughter>  the  preserver 
I    d  his  life^"  taking  Mr.Mat&ews  to 
I    wkaesB,  **  that  her  and  ha  huebfuid 
^ould  be  the  heirs  of  all  his  proporty, 
and  the  dispensers  of  good  to  tlieir  .be- 
loved parents."  Fearful  that  such  a  scene 
diould  be  injurious  to  his  health,  Se- 
i^hina,  while  her  heart  most  devoutly 
ascended  to  Heaven  in  thankful  joy,  yet 
so  moderated  her  expression  of  it  to 
^»  as  to  sootiie  and  tranquiliise  his 
spirits.   Having  prevailed  upon  him  to 
down  and  endeavour  to  compose  him- 
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8eli|  «be  compelled  herself  to  attend  to 
Mr.  Matthews^  whose  sensibility  was  now 
yielding  to  his  indignation^  against  the 
servants  who  had  practised  on  a  temper 
naturally  but  too  unyielding,  to  irritate 


■ 

T 

P 

him  themselves* 

Seraphina.had  .no  doubt  but,  that  the 
real  intention  of  Sally  in  remaining  in 
the  house,  had  been  either  to  conceal 
fioflde  past  transactiou,  oir  expedite  some 
farther  theft;  and  recalled  to  mind  the 
trouble,  she  had  repeatedly  had  pro*, 
curing  necessary  linen  ibr  Mr.Westonf 
or  ^ven  a  spoon  for  his  use.  On  making 
these  observations  Mr*  Matthews,  deter- 

•        •  *  • 

mined  what  mode  to  pursue;  and  de^ 
juring  her  upon  no  account  to  leave  the 
xoom,  or  allow  herself*  to  be  disturbed» 
he  immediately  went  out  of  the  house, 
.  without  showing  any  change  in  his  man* 
ners,  although  he  was  really  in^  mueb 
agitation* 

In  a  abort  time  he  returned  with  ^ 
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search  wacranty  and  .the  boxes  of  Sally 
soon  du|ilayed.  the  use  which  she  had 
made  of  her  time  since  Seraphina's  ar- 
rival,  as  they  were  stored  with  the  pro- 
perty of  h&t  master,  and  even  a  few  ar« 
ticles  belonging,  to  the  new  innate  were 

.  found  there ;  her  own  clothes  being  all 
removedt  as  if  to  make  room  for  her 
depredations.  These  circumstances  un» 
dpubtedly  expedited  her  flight,  as  the 
moment  she  fearnt  from  the  boy,  that 
Mr.  Matthews,  and  a  stranger  were  up* 
stairs,  .  she  ran  out  of  the  house  and 
secured  a  retreat. 

When  this  virago  was  removed,  it  was 
by  no  means  difficult  to  procure  respect* 
able  servants,  to  whom  Seraphiim  was 
introduced  in  her  pr<^r  character  $  as 
indeed  Mr.  Weston  appeared  to  think  he 
could  never  do  her  sufficient  honour ; . 
and  as  he  now  found  that  her  late  indis<- 
pontkm  proceeded  from  a  cause  which 
was  likely  to  perpetuate  the  family  name ; 

.  he  became  with  all  that  solicitude  which 
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attaches  to  old  age^  aa  rdjuous  to  benefit 
bis  late  deserted  posterity^ ,  aud  place 
them  properly  before  the  world  as  pos* 
sible ;  and  he  even  began  to  talk  of  re* 
moving  to  Weston  Graen^  and  re-esta^ 
blishing  the  family  there. 

As  Mr.  Matthews  had  long  wished  to 
inhabit  Mr.  Weston's  house^  which  was 
particularly  suitable  both  for  his  business 
and  his  family,  he  forwarded  this  scheme  j  • 
and  as  Sen^phina  iiad  natufaUy  a  great 
desire  to  see  the  place  where  her  bel- 
ieved husband  was  bonii  and  which  he 
was  wont  to  depict  as  an  earthly  para- 
dise,  of  course  she  made  no  objection } 
and  as  Gibson,,  who  lived  in  a  portiod 
of  the  building,  which  was  separated  from 
the.house,  was  d^str^to  air  it  immedi<» 
ately^  in  about  a  ibrtnight  they  d^iarted 
thither. 

It  was  now  the.  latter  end  of  April,  the 
weather  was  warm  and  pleasaiitt  and  tbenr 
jiwrney  of  fiftem  miies  ufas  passed,  in  all 
that  variety  of  country  which  is  peculiar 
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to  the  borders  of  Derbyshire :  —  part  of 
it  lay  over  wild  moorlands^  soblime  fiom 
their  GODtiiiiiity»  and  freqmiitiy  pkv 
turesque  in  the  foreground  £tom  rocky 
ImoUa  and  p^bled  brooks*  They  passed 
also  through  rich  meadows  and  verdant  - 
fields^  skirted  bold  mountains,  crowned 
by  beetling  rpcks^  and  passed  in  their 
way  the  mlver  Dove  a&d  the  flowing  Der* 
went.  Serapfaiiia  Imd  never  seen  any 
scenery  to  compare  with  this  in  finglandy 
and  her  admiration  was  delightful  to 
the  old  man;  it  not  only  gratified  his 
own  predilection  for  his  native  country, 
but  it  soothed  those:  feelings  of  sdbf»ooa* 
demnation  with  which  lie  reviewed  his 
past  conduct,  and  pointed  out  the  way 
in  which  to*  recompense  them  all  for  past 
sufferings. 

The  sun  cast  ite  departing  r^*  oh 
Weston  Gieen  as  they  arxived  Hme^  and 
the  general  beauty  of  the  scene  prevented 
Seraphina  from  witnessing  the  look  .4)f 
decay  and  melancholy,  which  pervaded 
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the  app«aranoft  of  the  house  and  gardes ; 
but  when  she  saw  them:  in  tbemeraing, 
h&[  heart  sunk  .at  the  iiarldrn  aiuieaiance 
of  every  thing  arouod  her  f  the.wii^i» 
.were  darkened  with  the.  .profuidon  Q£ui]k> 
pruned  dower&$  the.  papers  were  drop' 
:ping  from,. the;  walls  ;  the  garden  its^ 
had  been  turned,  it^to  potatoe'^grQuiidi 
•and  the  drawing-room,  rendered  a  recept' 
'acle  ibr  alL  the  stores  of  a. farmer.  - 
,   AsGib^n  hod  however  done  his  .beit 


m 

1 

n 

.  as  himsell^^  his  wife  and  sens,  Wsre.aH 
.delighted  with  the- idea  oi' .having  the 
-house  iobidbited,  .and  all  their  .rustic 
;aieighbours  came.,  round  mth  a£Bars  oi 
.service*  wd  .the.  fQa8ter*a  purse  was 
.opened  to  her.  with  a  liberality,  no 
human  being  had  ever  expected  to  be- 
hold; all  difficulties  speedily  vanished. 
.  The  energy  and  the.  taste  of  Serapbina 
.  were  never  more  happily  employed,  and 
.  as  she.  found,  that  every  essential  im* 

« 

!t)rovement  had  been  made  by  the  last 
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inhahitant,  repairs  and  cleanlinetw  were 
aloae  waatiog  to  reader  the  place^.ali 
that  Orlando  had  depicted  it ;  and  the 
season  of  the  year  was  favour^le  tp  aU 
external. improvements*.  The  pure  air 
pf  his  native;^iU^  the  pleasure  of  watch- 
ing, others  obey  the  wishes  of  Seraphi- 
na,  and  the  delight  he  felt  in  retracing 

.with,  her  the  rambles -of  his  childhood, 

•  .         •  ^ 

gave  a  new  being  to  the  old  man,  who 
had  now  lost  ev^  trace  his  late 
OQtnpIaanfcf  oi^  appear^  in  his  own 
pimae,  "  to  iukve  taken  a  new  lease  of 
his  existence."  .  • 

But  it  was  his  particular  request  that  idl 
.th^r  prooeedings  might  be  kept  a  pro* 
ibund  secret  from  Orlando  and  his;  mo- 
ther f  until  that  period  when  the.  former 
had  fulfilled  his  engjigement,  when  he 
.declared  his  intention  of  sending  for 
them  together  and  surprising  them  ^  .mid 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  deception,,  he 
.took  the  trouble  of  sending  for  all  letters 
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from  the  town  he  had  lefl,  and  causing 
Seraphina's  to  be  put  into  the  same 
post.  Under  these  precautions,  it  was 
with  much  surprise  that  they  both  learnt 
on  returning  from  a  walk  that  a  gentle* 
man  had  bam  waiting  some  time  ia 
gjtetA  jstadstf  to  sea  yaang  Mre.  Wes^ 
too. 

.  The  lieart  i^'.Secapfaiaa  beat  quiddy, 
ahe  h^  jqo  ilouht  but  it  was  Oriaiido»  and 
while  ahe  .longed  to  behold  him,  she 
yet .  dreaded  that  hia  premature  aggeiS' 
anoe  might  be  somewhat  iujurioua  to  the 
good-will  which  his  aged  relative  now 
bore  towards. him.  • 
.  But  a  very  different  person  to  that  of 
her  young  and  now  blooming  partntf 
met  her .  eye  an- aged,  man  of  a  deeply 
bilious  complexion,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  warmth  of  the  season,  had-  wrapt 
himsdf  in  a  shabby  great  'Coat  evidently 
made  for  a  larger  pers9D»  was  awaitiag 
her.  .He  did  vot  take  off  his- hat  4itt 
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she  had  got  close  19  to  him,  and  then 
a)gaged  in  aoiitiiiiEuig  her  p^on  with 
a  glmsy  be  appeand  too  modi  •bttnuit^d 
to  attead  properly  to  lier  addiess. 

Wbatwer  might  be  pfusing  in  his 
mindyitwas  evident  that  he  was  affected 
by  it  to  an .  uncommon,  degree^  and  Sesa^ 
phina  had  too  much  genuine  aenaibijUty 
Qot  to  wait  with  patience  the  deveh^e- 
m^t  of  his  thoughts;  at  length  he  said 
a  voice  which  seemed  ikmiliar  and 
pleauDg  to  her  ear,  **  I  be^  you  to 
'  excuse  me,  ma'am,  I  am  so  deeply  'in* 

*   

j  t^ted  in  tiiis  interview,  that  I  can 
scarcely  muster  courage  for  the  question 
ilatti about  toaafc." 

fray  nt  down,  Sir,  and  compose 
younelf ;  alloir  me  to  ofier  you  xefimb* 
meat.". 

"  Not  yet,  not  yet ;  I  have  been  dif 
fected.to  you  by  Mr.  C-  i  -i-  who.  told 
nie  that,  on.  seeing  a  case  oi'  nuniatures 
:  >Q  his  house>  •  you  declared  that  Aue  at 
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them  was  the  counterpart  of  one  which 
your  father  always  wore  about  his  persoQ^ 
and  spoke  of  that  Mher  as  being  abroadi 
but  you  did  mt  meniicm  his  name.'' . 

It  is  Henry  Barnard,  Sir,  the  picture 
is  that  of  Mrs.  Spottiswold^  my  grand- 
mother ;  is  it  possible  tliat  you  are  my 
dear  father's  brother  who  went  to  India 
fionMny^nany  years  ago?  Itnmstbeso! 
your  voke  and  your  eyes,  are  Uke.bisp 
they  ^e  like  .my.  own#  .  .1  .thought  too 
the  cl41(^en  in  the  miniature  resembled 
my  own  poor  baby.**  >  '  .  -  - 

i  Tears  sprung  to  Seraphina's  eyes, 
which  FBre  met  with  answering  drops 
by  those  the  stranger,  who  aaid^  he 
was.  indeed  that  long  lost  brother, 
whose  ende^avours  .to  find  any  of.  his 
family  by  letter,  had  always  failed  from 
the  time  when,  upon  the  death  of  bis 
mother,  Mr.  Spottiswdde  bad  gone  to 


r 

'married  till  late  in  life,  when  the  suc« 
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cfessive  deaths  of  his  wife  and  two  yoong 
I  children  bad  induced  him  to  quit  a 
country  to  whicbi  from  long  residence  be 
had.  become  attached,  and  that  on  hii 
arrival  in  England,  he  had  rather  wished 
thaji  hoped,  to  find  remains  of  a  family 
80  long  divided* 
;  My  first  care/'  said  Mr.  Biumard, 

after  having  settled  my  afi&irs  in  Lon* 
don,  where  I  merely  found  that  my  bro- 
ther's  name  was  known  as  an  artist  re* 
1  'Siding  in  *  Italy,  was  to  go  down  into 
Scotland,  and  enquire  for  my  sirter,  who^ 
I  found  died,  like  .our  dear  mother,  in 
childbirth,  leaving  one  little  girl }  this 
child .  I  have  been  tracing  rather  in  her 
descendants  than  in  her  own  person }  for 
she  married  to  America,  and  her  only 
son  was  sent  over  to  his  grandfather  ; 
but  alas!  I  learnt  he  had  fallen  in 
the  Peninsula^  a  young  and  promising 
officer* 

On  returning  to  London,  and  call- 
ing for  that  case  of  *  miniatures,  which 
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was  HOW  doubly  valuable^  a  parcel  was 
laid  on  the  counter  directed  to  you, 
which,  I  believe,  led  the  master  of  the 
shop  to  mention  the  drcumstance  of  your 
noticing  my  pictures,  and  such  was  my 
impatience  to  satis^  myself  whether  you 
were  indeed  a  descendant  of  Henry,  to 
whom  as  a  child  seven  years  younger 
thin  mysdf,  I  was  exceedingly  attached, 
tbftt'I  lost  not  an  hour  in  setting  oat, 
although  the  person  o£feTed  to  give  me  an 
address  to  your  mother-in-law.  I  believe^ 
indeed,  so  much  has  the  desire  of  finduo^ 
relations  increased  upon  m^  since  my  re- 
turn to  my  native  country,  that  if  I  had 
not  t)een  thus  providentially  led  to  you,  I 
should  have  commenced  a  journey  to 
Italy  to  seek  your  father." 

•"  Providential,  indeed!**  cried  Se- 
raphina,  recollecting  that  Mr.  C— —  was 
the  only  person  who  actually  knew  that  she 
was  at  Weston  Green  ;  "but,**  she  added, 
**  it  is  very  probable  that  my  dear  &ther 
w<Hild  have  been  returning  by  the  time 
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that  you  bad  arrived,  for  my  mother  is 
impatient  to  see  me." 

"  Has  my  brother  no  other  child  ?" 

"  Alas  i  no  ^  like  you,  he  has  been  so 
unhappy  as  to  lose  three  lovely  boys." 

Excuse  me,  if,  stranger  as  I  am,  I 
may  so  far  presume  upon  another  en- 
quiry  J  how  is  your  father  situated  in 
life  ?" 

**  My  father  has  suffered  from  the 
orcumstanoee  of  the  tines,  sod  when  he 
cane  to  £iiglaiid,  lost  almost  all  his  pro- 
perty, but  liis  talents  are  of  the  first  order. 

The  stranger  heaved  so  profound  a 
%h  at  this  moment,  that  Seraphina 
started  j  it  struck  her  for  the  first  time 
that  his  appearance  which  was  exter- 
nally shabby,  owing  to  his  borrowed 
^pping  coat,  indicated  distress;  and 
the  idea  that  he  was  returned,  bereft,  not 
of  family,  but  fortune,  affected  her 
exceedingly,  and  without  reasoning  on 
we  circumstance,    she   instantly  ap- 
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fntMtcbed  him  with  that  air  of  tender- 
ness which  true  sympathy  alone  can  die* 
tatei  and  seizing  his  hand,  said,  My 
dear  uncle,  my  father  is  not  jpoor,  oh  I 
iM^-  and  he  has  a  heart  so  kind,  so  noUe ; 
it  is  a  princely  hearty  and  will  be  de* 
lighted  to  own  the  claims  of  a  brother  $ 
an4  thi^n  my  mother^  how  you  will  love 
my  mother!  she  will  be  to  you,  sister, 
friendy  everything!'' 

The  stranger  imprinted  on  Serapbina's  | 
Ipand  repeated  kisses*;  but  his  heart  was 
too  full  for  reply,  and  she  continued ;  — 
Perhaps,  Mr.  C— —  might  tell  you 
th^t  I  had  been  in  great  distress,  since  I 
was  married,  and  that  I  was  indited  to 
his  assistance  for  relief ;  but  that  is  all 
OTer  now,  and  though  we  are^  indeed^ 
in  complete  dependence,  yet  I  have 
every  comfort  life  about  me, .  and  I  am'^ 
sure,  Mr*  Weston,  the  master  of  this 
honse,  will  be  quite  happy  to  see  you, 
and~" 

.     Dear,  generous,  girl ;  child  of  wf 
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hearty  I  see  all  you  would  say,''  said  the 
stnnger,    and  it  is  too,  too  much ;  it 
repays  all  my  waaderings,  restores  me  my 
.  litde  ones."  -  ' .  •  * 

V  The  stranger  threw  himself  into  a  chair 
I  and  wept  fireely,  and  before  he  cobld  re- 
cpverj  .Gibson  entered  to  say»  that  the 
gentleman's  servant  were  corned  from  Ithe 
public*houae«  to  know  whether  he  would 
want  the  horses  to.  return  with. that 
Bight.'' 

•  "Oh,  no,*'  said Seraphina,  "thisgen- 
^man  18  my  unde^  GibsmI,  a^d  wiUre- 
main  here  some  time,  I  hope.'*       •  • 

Theahemun.jiutgi'  me  that  b|g 
cooat,  becase  he  got  it  fra  the  pooast  boy» 
being  starved,  I  suppose,  wi  ebmin*  fta 
forrin  parts,  into  these  coald  hinder  ends, 
!     one  may  say.'*  / 
i       Mr.  Barnard,  took  off  the  coat,  and 
I     Seraphina,  on  handing  it  to  GjbMMV  said, 
you  must  procure  me  another  imme* 
diately/' 

"  I  wuU»l  wall)  but  Maister  Western's  i| 
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UD,  be  be  your  uncW  | 
**  And,  i»rhaps,"  said  Mr.  Barnard,  ' 
«  my  dear  niece^  it  may  be  as  wdl  for  j 
this  reliktiou  of  your  husbaod'ay  to  know 
that.tbis  uncle  is  returned  a  rich  man,  and 
declares  you  his  heiress ;  £oi  never,  neo&r, 
Yi'}}^  he  forget,  that  your  kindest  words 
q£  welcome  were  directed  to  him  as  one 
poor  $  that  old  coat,  I  ought  to  have  pre* 
served  it.** 

. :  Mr.  Weston,  entered ;  he  was  already 
sufficiently  in&imed  on  this  head,  for  he 
had  learnt  that  the  stranger  travelled  in 
his  own  carriage,  and  he  was  certainly 
glad  to  find  hi&  great  niece  bad  got  a  rich 
vmcle^  a^hough.  he  would  hardly  have 
^Dchanged  his  share  in  her  affectionate 
attentions,  for  any  wealth  he  was  likely 
^  bring  into  the  family.  So  cordial, 
however*  was  his- welcome,  and  sp  do* 
lightfol.was  it  to  the  stranger,  to  be 
recognized  as  a  near  relative  by  one, 
V^hom.  be  could  love  so  cordially  as  Se- 
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raphtoa,  that  he  accq>fced  his  invitatioa 
with  greatest  pleasure  and  c^mseoted 
to  become,  for  some  time»  an  imnate  at 
Weston  Green. 

Mr.  Barnard,  like  the  generality  of 
long  residents  in  the  East,  was  in  deli- 
cate health,  and  looked  much  older  than 
he  really  was,  and  Mr.  Weston,  who  was 
nearly  twenty  years  his  senior,  had  great 
pride  and  pleasure,  in  bustling  about  and 
exhibiting  his  own  superior  strength  and 
powers  of  endurance ;  and  Seraphina 
.  ^  frequently  obliged  to  exert  her  be- 
i  i)'gn  iniSaeDo^  in  pcemliog.him  from 
exertions  to  which  he  was  uneqaal ;  so 
kind  was  her  guardianship,  of  both  her 
<^eclining  relatives,  and  so  judicious  her 
cares,  that  they  alike  flourished  beneath 
her  protection  i  but-  as  Miv  Barnard  had 
been  informed  of  all  their  plans,  and  aided 
uiem  in  preparing  for  the  new  inhabit- 
ants, as  soon  as  he  perceived  that  the 
Aousewas  ready,,  he  pressed  the  old  man 
•xoeedingly  to  send  for  Orlando,  b^ing 
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himself  impatient  to  see  the  mail  mtIm  bad 
been  selected  by  a  niece  so  justly  dear  to 
him,  and  also  aware,  that  in  her  situ- 
ation,  the  mother-in-law,  of  whom  she 
spoke  with .  so  much  affection,  could  aot 
fail  to  be  mos(  valuable  to  her.  ' 

At  length  the  day  arrived,  and  Se* 
raphina  summoned  them  to  Weston 
Green,  intreating  them  to  make  the  least 
possible  delay,  and  informing  them  of 
the  addition  which  she  had  gained  to  her 
happiness  in  the  {Mresence  of  her  uncle, 
M];.Baniajrd.  From  the  tioie  this  letterwas 
dispatched,  idthough  it  was  hardly  likely 
that  they  cotikL  arrive  in  less  than  a  week, 
as  .even  now  some  trifling  time  was  due 
I  to  Mr«  Hanbiiry,  and  Mrs*  W^ton  must 

I  have  certain  ariar^ements  to  maks;,  yet 

the  old  man  knew  not  a  moment's  peace, 
1  or  suffered,  those  around  him  to  know  it* 

I  Poultry  was  killed,  pies  and^  custards 

were  made,  for  the  expected  guests,  and 
with  the  anxiety  of  a  child  to  exhibit  a 
new  toy,  every  thing  in  his  furniture  and 

ft 
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iarmiog  ijtansilst  were  placed  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  attract  their  attention,  and 
ensure  their  admiration  the  moment  of 
their  arrival/ 

As  it  was  barely  possible,  though  ut- 
terly improbable,  that  .they  should  arrive 
on  tbe  third  evening,  be  in^sted  on  Mr. 
Barnard's  aGeompanying  him  in  a  ivalk 
ta  Ipik  but  for  tiiem,  and  as  tt>  was  very 
warrii,  tfae  latter  made  ao  objectioiK  Mr* 
Weston  led  the  way,  and  climbed  up^  a 
sbo^  stony  hill,  which,  like  many  in- 
DettiyBbir^  was-  incruatated  with  a  kind- 
of  sl«t§  ahingles,  which  renders  them  ex« 
tremely  di£Si:u)t  to  mount,  saying,  <^  that 
from  thence  they  could  see  a  carriage  for 
n^any  mUes/'    Poor  Mr.  Barnard  could 
by  no  means  follow  his  aged,  but  intrepid 
guide ;  and  his  laborious  and  unsuccess^ 
U  endeavours,^  BmoU  the  loud  mirth  of 
the  bide  moQntaineer,  who  prbmised  to' 
r«tam  aiid  help  him  upj  At  tbe  very  mo* 
Bleat'  bfe,  turaecl  rouad,  his*  feet  slipped, 
end  i^ifeU  tbe*  whdb  length  of  the  way 

i 
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Ifid  kfA  t^yeneii^  .baviog  iia^powfir  to 
stay  himaelf,  and  being  beyond  the  radi 
ot  hifk  compaoiotit 

Mr.  Barnard  dreadfiilty  shocked,  hast^ 
emd  to  Im  tmi^Mitk^,  £amBg  to  find  ton 
dead  upon  the  spot.  He  found  him 
4r«idfiU]y  biuri^  but  not  uwenwhin  i  ami 
having  raised  his  head*  be  set  out  for  as^ 
aii|taii<Mw  whiob  waa  a|ieedily  QbtiiMd» 
and  a  surgeon  was  procured,  even  before 
tbo  lerwiti  ba4  resobed  faonie«  Mr.  i 
JiarQ^d  informejd  Seraphina  of  thi^^id  ^ 
yxidleiattb  in  the  siKWt  inudeDt'  nMMii^  | 
and  she  soQU  recovered  ^u&ciently  ^ooi 
"Iho  ahogki  to  be  eUe  to  pay  bim  mmf 
possible  fu^tance.  But  the  fiat  90oa 
pait»  for  e  £iU  ei4iicib  ipigbt  kme  btm 
ev^  in  early  lit:^  was  not  likoty^t^ 
bo  got  over  el  eighty. 
'  A  the  consequencQ  of  bia  brui^^ 
igpmedt  bit  it  left  him  a  powo wien  ^ 
bill  a^ies.;  and  the.  intense  iNw^ 
toiee  prieadfl^.aad  to  ert^  finigpifcttflii 
of  bia  nieo^s  etiU  actoeteil  hm  misid^^ 
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and  Mr.  Barnard  wrote,  urgiiig  tbeoi  not 
to  lose  a  single  hour.    Happily  they  had 
i  set  out  before  the  letter  arrived  in  Londoo, 
I  tod  on  the  third  night  after  the  accident  > 
i  luppened,  th^  arriyed. at  that  ^' pleasant 

km9,**  wiiicb  was  wt  thit,  Hm  a  houM  . 
'  M  movoing. 

(  The  wMe  of  that  day,  life  liad  Imng 
:  M  a  fecUa  thread,  and  ih»  'VBBdaring 
i  Vfes  of  the  patieat  rathor  titan  his  words 

I  ba4  indicated  his  desires ;  he  was»  bow- 
i  jwer,  evi/dewtiy  fiemiUe^  and  iiis  beaiing 
i  leeooed  to  he  quicker  liiao  u&ual.  Whoa 
r  therefore  the  .RtraogeiB  aetually  anriv**, 
\  which  was  late,  Seraphiiu  scarcely 
I  allowed  bersdWT  to  give  the  Iciss  of  wel- 
)  cnne,  ere  she  ushered  them  into  the  sick 

Ombib^  h^mielf  ta  ba  raised  in  bad, 
L^the  old  laaa  adckressad  amtmariea  af  fiir- 
i^veness  .to  Mrs.  Westmiy  in  whiek  she 
i .  leionty  with  surprise^  that  be  referred  to  « 
bis  fii[8t  conduct  to  her  husband,  sayin|^ 
'*  had  he  sent  him  to  collie,  as  his  bro- 
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ther  intended,  all  things  would  have  gone 
well."  '  He  then  threw  out  his  arms  to 
Orlando,  who  knelt  hy  the  bed-side  to 
receive  his  embrace ,  and  whom  he  gs^ed 
on  with  intensity,  yiet  complained  thit 
he  could  not  see.  Orlaado  ^oke  to  Idm, 
and  his^voioe  seemed  to  give  him  plea- 
sure and  he  appeared  to  struggle  with 
himself  for  power  to  address  him  $  but  aH 
his  efforts  ended  in  few  but  affecting 
words* 

'  Be  a  good  husbandy  my  dear  iioyi 
80  may  God  bless  yoiu'*  Fatiguedt  he 
sunk  back  on  his  pillow»  but  continued 
to  grasp  Orlando's  hand.  He  soon  after- 
^¥ards  grasped  the  bed-clothes,  and  Se- 
raphina,  who  miderstood  all  his  motions, 
instantly  put  her  hand  in  his ; .  he  .smeM 
and  agam  endeavoured  to  ipeak,  but  as* 
ture  was  exhausted,  and  in  thtt.«ffiut  ho 
expired. 

'  *  *  .... 

•  •  • 
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CHAP.  IX. 

•       -      •  * 

Retirement,  rural  quiet,  &iendshi{b  bookf* 
Ease,  and  alternate  labour,  useful  Ufe» 
Progressive  virtue,  and  approving  Ireafm. 
These  are  the  matehless  jojrs  of  virtiioiit  lofe 
And'tbus  iheir moments pait- 

IkoMffoir* 

r 

It  was  found  that  although  Mr.  Wes« 
tOQ  bad  indeed  fully  forgiven  his  nephew^ 
yet  he  had  still  retained  his  original  ideas 
that  he  was  not  a  man  calculated  for 

• 

managing  a  fortune,  for  he  had  left  all 
his  property  to  Orlando,  on  condition 
of  his  paying  five  hundred  a  year,  to  his 
parents,  for  their  lives,  and  appointed 
a  house,  upon  the  Weston-green  estate, 
for  their  residence,  if  they  chose  to  live 
there;  and  tins,  with  a  legacy  to  his 
partner,  Mr.  Matthews,  and  *a  remem- 
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brance  to  Gibson^  constituted  his  will, 

which  had  been  executed  since  the  arrival 
of  Mr,  Barnard,  at  Weston-green,  and 
/with  his  privity,  which  alone  could  ac- 
count for  the  abaeUcfe  itf  Seraphina^s 
name. 

Hiere'were  no  UHMm  fWiai  Italy, 

which  was  the  only  circumstance  which 
could  cast  a  shadow  on  the  happiness  of 
our  young  couple,  save  that  tender  soli* 
dtude  which  the  situation  of  Seraphina 
inspired.  Orlando  was  never  weary  ip 
admiring  the  improvements  she  had  made 
in  the  dear  place  of  his  nativity,  and  Mrs* 
Weston  surveyed  all  with  smiles  and 
tears;  but  within  a  inontfa,  they  bad 
both  a  new  object  of  admiration,  in  a 
lovely  and  healthful  boy. 

The  young  stranger  was  greeted  by 
Mr.  fiaraard,  with  a  pleasure  only  infe- 
rior to  their  own  but  after  waiting  to  see 
his  niece  pay  her  first  vhit  to  the  drawing 
room,  be  professed  his  intention  of  setting 
out  for  London^  saying,  that  be  would 
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Mora  whmenur  hit  brother  Bhouidafw 
•  life  in  the  couDtiyi  but  he  was  c(Hisci* 
oua  of  ittttwUng  too  tnooh  upon  them 
in  the  presoDt  state  of  the  family. 

As  SerBphifM  thought  it  was  possible 
that  he  wished  tor  more  retiremeatt  and 
was  yet  aware  that  he  did  not  like  to  rfe- 
move  fas  from  her,  and  she  had  become 
much  attached  to  him,  she  proposed  that 
lie  should  iobabit  the  bouse  specified 
for  Mr-  and  Mrs.  Weston,  to  whicli  lie 
joyfuUy  agreed ;  and  Orlando^  with  •  avi- 
dityi  declared,  he  could  have  no  pleasure 
gfwter  thn  that  of  preparing  it  for  his 
reception* 

I  Am  yoa  have  settled  it,''  said 
Mrs.  Weston,  "  for  I  should  have  con- 
lidered  it  quite  cnii^  for  Mr.  Barnard  to 
have  gone  away  before  the  child  was 
dttisteoed,  seeing  that  both  the  grand* 
fathers  are  at  such  a  dreadiui  distance.'* 
But  on  the  very  eve  of  that  important 
day,  when  poor  Mrs.  Weston  was  exeru 
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ing  herself;  in  a  manner  the.  walls  of  that 
iiouse  had  never  witnessed  before^  i^e 
•was  called  from  her  employment  by  Or- 
lando, who  saw  a  post-chaise  coming  tOr 
wards  the  house,  and  judging  it  to  be 
Mr.  Matthews,  entreated  i^t  to  come 
and  welcome  him,  as  be  was  -uDknowB 
^th  to  Mr.  Barnard  and  jbtiiaseif. 

Mr.  Matthews  was  indeed'  one  of  the 
party  ;  but  there  were  two  other  genlle- 
iuen ;  and  last  of  all,  a  lady  got  out  of 
the  loaded  veiiicle. 

Could  it  be?  O  yes,  it  was  in^i&ed. 
her  husband,  her  own  dear  Wesism, 
come  to  his  own  house }  but  .so  browot 
and  ruddy,  looking  so  strange,  and  yet 
so  well. 

But  before  she  had  time  to  speak, 
before  Orlando,  (altered  beyond  any 
other  person^  had  time  to  welcome  eitbtf 
father — Seraphina  rushing  down  stm 
was  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  her  snns 
around  her-  mother's  neck. 
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We  liave  done  wroiig»  indeed  we 
have,  to  come  upon  her  so  suddenly," 
said  Mrs.  Baniard»  in  apprebensioii,  which 
almost  subdued  her  joy.  •  • 

Oh  nOf  nOf  said  Smphina,  weqiing, 
I  am  well,  quite  well — my  dear  father, 
1  have  sudli  a  luresent  for  you;  an  in- 
valuable  present/*  ... 

^  And  is  it  not  for  me,  too»''  said 
Mr.  Weston,  with  his  usual  tender  tones. 

Dear  Mr.  Weston,  my  falher^  ex* 
cuse  me;  but  see,  I  have  got  another 
father/' 

The  elder  Barnard,  sympathizmg  in  all 
he  saw,  stood  apart  with  Mr.  Matthews ; 
and  Seraphina,  now  seizing  his  hand, 
led  him  forwards,  saying,  <^  -my  dear 
tather,  here  is  a  treasure  for  you,  your 
long  lost  brother.'' 

Yes,  Henry,  your  cbiid^  miy  child, 
let  me  call  her,  tells  you  the  truth,  we 
are  sons  of  the  same  beloved  mother,  of 
the  same  father  too,  but  of  him  you  can 
have  no  remembrance." 
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MnBumard  etik  up  Mb  to  hea* 
veii»  ere  he  fell  on  the  peck  that  teo-  | 
tbef f  wImmii  h€f  MMitiedf  to  bis  -  bosotfiy 
as  a  gift  so  newt  so  unenpectedy  tbat 
for  a  inomeiit  it  went  beyond  the  rest — 
but  who  «h«U  telt  the  joy  0t'  a  aieeting 
so  full  of  happiness,  after  such  a  tide  of 
sorrow?  Or  who  will  doubts  that  the 
lea«t  and  last  of  the  family,  when  intro- 
ducedt  bad  its  full  share  of  pi«ise^  affile* 
tion,  and  admiration  ?  i 

When  ibe  party  were  a^  Utile  mett  j 

composed,  Mi\  Weston  observed,  that 
bis  ladjr  WM  aiiaeh  tbkstier^  bat  lodiing 
remarkably  well,  and  that  she  tripped 
about  the  houae  like  a  young  girl/^ 

Shg  is  remarkably  well,**  said  Or* 
lattdo,  » 'tis  not  ait  hour  sitioe  she  chal* 
lenged  my  uncle  liarnaid  to  dance  with 

her  to^metrow*'* 

^  Say  no  more  on  that  subject.  Or-  ! 
kedo,*"^ Md  Mrs. W^n,  ^^forwewiM 
not  advert  to  the  schot^  where  my  new 
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steps  were  gaiaed,  (and  which  are  yet 
very  de&xaenU  When  compared  with  those 
of  your  wifeb  and  her  excellent  mother 
severe,  but  ssdutary*  were  my  lessons, 
but  X  wish  only  to  remember  them  to 
quicken  the  gratitude,  and  exalt  the  de- 
light, of  a  meeting  so  full  of  happiness 

,  as  this.** 

•      •      •      •  # 

I      Thank  you,  dear  mother,  you  have 
I  Wa  very  kind,  sold  told  us  a  long  story," 
i  mi  Mary,  "  slid  now  wi!  shall  look  to 
my  aunt." 

"  But  as  your  aunt  has  it  not  in  her 
power  to  iell  you  a  story,"  said  Miss 
Selwyn,  **  she  will  beg  the  favour  of 
George  to  read  one  ifoir  her."      • ' 

Ai  Miss  Selwyn  spoke,  she  laid  a  MS. 
before  her  nephew,  to  the  great  surprise 
I     I^titia,  who  could  not  conceive,  when 
good  relative  could  have  found  time 
t»  writs  s6  fliiudi* 
j  •    I  Iter  ywi  wiU  tfaiidc  I  httve  wrHten 

.  \ 

I 

r 
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I 

too  mucli,  Lethia,'*  iftid'  Missel wyn, 

**  for  my  tale  wiU  be  fouad  detieieat  io 
some  of  your  principal  requiaiti<Mat;'  I 
feai*  there  will  be  neither  lov^  eoougl^» 
nor  money  enough  for*  your  taite»  bot  l 
can  assure  you,  that  there  will  be  literal 
fitcts,  (which  is  always  the  first  subject  of 
enquiry  to  young  people,)  and  perhiaps  I 
may  venture  to  add  novelty,  for  my  story 
is  written  upon  beggaiiu'' 

•  The  Beggar  Girl  and  her  Bene- 
ftctorsy'  ia  a  very  good  novel,"  said  Mis.r 
Denbigh. 

BeoefactorSf'  is-  an  ea^ten^ive  word, 
it  embraces  every  rank  of  society,"  ob- 
served Mr*  Selwyni    '  » 

*•  True,  brother,  but  my  observatiofii?# 
like  my  path  in  life,  have  been  very  cir* 
cuniscribed,  and  1  can  only  offer  you  the 
inoidentB  J  have  witneasedf  the  pedpfe 
I.  have  known,  and  the  benevolence  I 
have  eitimated.  I  relal;e  in  this  atoryt 
that  which  my  memory  registers  as  the 
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most  exalted  acts  of  humanitiy  I  liave 
happened  to  know  practised,  and  at  'tVe 
same  time  discharge  a  debt  to  iiiy  con- 
science; for  1  promised  myself,  many 
years  ago,  to. give  the  conduct  of  my 
hermne,  all  the  publicity  in  my  power, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  bestowing  fame, 
but  of  encouraging  others  to  follow  her 
example,  by  witnessing  its  benefbial 
|k  efiects  —  but  I  must  not  spoil  my  tale  by 
forestalling  its  contents,  I  only  mean  to 
bespeak  your  suffrages,  for  both  the  sub- 
'    ject,  and  the  autlior." 

•*  Dear  Letitia/'  said  Mr.  Selwyn, 
do  not  trouble  yourself  with  apology ; 
next  year,  we  will  demand  from  these 
young  ones,  the  entertainment  they  now 
require  from  us,  and  until  they  have 
proved  themselves  the  more-accomplished 
story-tellers,  we  will  not  tamely  submit 
lo their  criticisms}  before  that  time^  in 
all  probability,  great  changes  will  have 
taken  place^  but  I  believe  not  of  the 
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ture  which  impoftes  silence  upon  your 
80K  in  general/' 

«^  Pteyt  Oeorgeb  begin  the  story/' 
said  Mary  and  Rose  in  the  same  mo- 
ment }  and  George  obeyed. 


ELIZABETH  AND  HER  BO.YS  j 


OB) 


THE  BBQQAR'S  STORY. 


CHAP.  I. 

Each  had  immediate  confidence  J  a  friend 
Both  now  bdield  on  whom  they  might  d^endi' 
*  Now  Is  iSaim  on*  in  wfcdu  I  ma  «x|»eM 

**  My  nature's  t^eaknets,  and  my  soul's  distress.*' 

The  ma  wits  sbildiig,  bat  his  cays  itili 
impurted  eoasidentble  h^at,  and  a  large 
party  ^  reapers  in  the  cmn-fields  d( 
Farmer  Forrester,  were  earnestly  wishing 
£»r  something  to  assuage  their  thurst^ 
*'once  more,"  when  one  of  them  ob«> 
served,  that,  **  there  was  an  idkf 
young  dog  standiiig  near  the  gate,  who 
might  easily  run  down  to  the  house 
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and  ask  the  mistress  to  send  them  ano- 
ther pitcher  of  beer." 
«  Haik>a,  my  lad,  what  art  tho'  doing 

there  ?  what  dast  tho'  want  ?"  cried  the 

« 

the  farmer's  man.  ' 

I  want  nothing,"  answered  the  lad, 
at  the  same  time  coming  forward  with  a 
celerity  that  seemed  to  add,  but  I  am 
willing  to  do  any  thing." 

As  the  boy  advanced,  one  of  the 
women  scanned  him  with  an  observing 
eye*  <<God  help  thee,"  said  she  inter- 
nally, "  it  appears  to  me,  thou  art  wantp 
ing  every  tiling." 

The  appearance  of  the  child  indeed 
justified  .  Uiis  conclusion,  for  he  was 
bare-legged  and  bare-footed,  his  clothes 
¥^ere  indeed  not  very  ragged,  though 
C9arse,  being  such  as  are  generally  pro- 
vided for  paupers  by  parish  workhouses. 
He  had  no  hat,  and  his  face  was  not 
only  tanned  to  a  perfect  bronae,  but  exhi- 
bited that  shrinking  of  the  flesh  which 
ii  seldom'  pioduoid  in  early  life  but  by 
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ftmwhing  hanger.    Yet  although  the 

general  impression  givea  hy  his  ap* 
peanmoe  was  tiiat  of  extreme  dtstress* 
tliere  was  a  degree  of  fire  in  his  dark 
eye,  and  an  alacrity  in  hit  nuHrementa, 
>vhicb«  together  with  his  ibrm  (which 
Wit  athUltk!  for  his  age)  conveyed  an 
idea  that  he  was  .strong,  and  could 
work  if  he  woald  and  ^uch  was  the 
tomment  made  upon  him  hy  the  pre* 
Knt  company. 

The  en:aad  on  which  he  was  now 
dispatched  he  executed  with  rapidity  ; 
the  reapers  hailed  his  retum»  and  crowd* 
ed  around  him,  but  it  was  soon  per- 
ceived tiiat  the  pitcher  of  beer  which 
he  had  brought,  was  not  more,  than 
Aree  parts  full. 

The  young  rogue  has  drunk  deep,** 
said  tlie  men  witli  one  voice. 

"  Who  can  wonder  at  that?"  re- 
plied the  woman,  eyeing  him  with  looks 
sf  commiseration. 

Elizabeth  Allen,  the  person  wHbo  had 
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first  obsenred  and  pitied  Irim,  sftd  who 
now  felt  ail  increase  of  interest  ia  him 
firom  the  promptitude  of  -  hit  semeesb 

and  the  iurther  observation .  of  his  po* 
verty,  vetitored  to  speak  a  few  words  in 
bis  favour,  and  then  turning  to  him  with 
-  a  mild  voice  and  encouraging  look,  tAie 
enquired,  if  the  beer  pitcbtt*  had  been 
given  to  him  in  that  state 

Yes,''  said  the  boy,      Dame  said 
she  had  no  more/* 

A  loud  laugh  from  the  rei^rs  disoon* 
certed  the  little  stranger  ^  he  concluded  , 
it  arose  from^  hts  utage  of  the  word  \ 
•«  dame/'  which  was  by  no  means  fa- 
miliar to  himself^  but  had  atruok  him  S6 
suited  to  country  people ;  he  therefore) 
without  manifesting  any  iU^humour,  ad- 
ded|  I  mean  the  mistress  of  the  house 
said  so." 

Thee  liest,"  said  the  iarmer's  maiu  ^ 
^  for  mistress  said  nought  o^Jl  sort}  | 
thee  hast  drank  it,  and  soa  thee  sbalt  ha 
iioa  mare.** 
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Tkm  MDtmoe  was  beftrd  with  manl- 
iest disappointment,  but  with  such  an 
air  of*  iMirt  broken  and  habitual  despon- 
dency, as  went  to  the  very  heart,  of 
Us  good-natured  adirocate,  who  taking 
her  last  remnant  of  bread  and  cheese 
ttm  the  old  haiidkerehirf  in  which  it 
lay  wrapt  under  the  hedge,  immediately 
gave  it  to  him,  «•  saying,  never  mind 
driak,  child,  there  is  a  spring  in  the 
lane  hard  by,  will  quench  thy  thirst.** 

The.  w^come  boon  was  received  with 
that  look  of  eager  joy  which  bespoke 
its  value,  and  rath^  devoured  than  eaten 
by  the  hungry  wanderer, 

£lksabeth  tetiimed  to  her  wortc,  but 
her  heart  was  full,  and  from  time  to 
tone,  her  eye  shot  frequent  glanoes  to- 
wards the  boy,  who  still  stood  under 
the  hedge  with  an  air  of  conscious  in- 
trusion, yet  evident  unwillingness  to  de- 
part. 

He  had  not  been  long,  when  bis  poor 
benefactress/  forgetting  the  nature  of 
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her  employment  in  the  strongly  awaken- 
ed compassion  of  her  feelings,  cut  a  ter- 
rihle  gash  in  her  thumb  with  the.  sickle. 
The  moment  she  held  up  her  bleeding 
hand»  the  poor  boy  flew  to  her  with  ao  ^ 
air  of  great  anxiety,  and   would  hav6  i 
boqnd  up  the  wound*  but  he  was  rudely  , 
pushed  asid^  by  tho^e  around  her.  Even 
their  better  aid  was  however  soon  fouad 
insufficient/  and  Elizabeth,  attended  by 
several  of  her  fellow-labourersy  and  fol*  i 
lowed  by  him  they  too  naturally  styled 

the  vagabond,"  now  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  Farmer  Forrester. 

Mrs.  Forrester  was  a  notable,  good* 
tempered  woman,  well  calculated  for  the 
-active  life  to  which  she  was  called ;  she  j 
io^t  no  time  in  applying  a  portion  of 
brown  sugar  to  the  part  injured,  snd 
binding  the  hand  with  a  stripe,  of  old  . 
linen,  whilst  this  operation  went  for-  | 
ward,  her  tongue  was  not  less  busy  thao  ^ 
her  hands  j  and  after  due  condolenciesoo  | 
the  nature  ot  the  injuryt  she  adverted  to  ^ 
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her  own  interest  in  the  afiairs  of  the 
day,  and  after  observing  ^<  how  hat  it 
had  been/'  added,  I  was  sorry  to 
send  you  the  beer  pitcher  so  fiur  short 
of  bdng  full,  but  really  I  could  not 
tap  anodiar  btrrd  till  my  master  came 
ia  to  help  me.** 

This  declaration  made  the  suJferer  for- 
get all  the  pain  in  her  hand,  since  it  esta- 
blish the  truth' of  the  poor  boy's  deolar- 
^ion,  together  with  the  honesty  of  his 
conduct ;  and  this,  added  to  the  uncom- 
plaining submission  with  which  he  had 
endured  the  unwarranted  accusation,  giive 
him  a  still  higher  interest  in  her  heart*. 
A  tear  sprung  to  her  eye,  as  turning  her 
head  she  behdd  him  gazing  through  the 
open  door  of  the  farmer's  kitchen.  She 
mse  hastily,  and  thanking  Mrs.  Forrester 
in  few  words,  but  warmly  uttered,  went 
out  to  question  the  boj  as  to  his  situ- 
ation, and  to  inform  him,  that  she  was 
not  hurt  much }  an  assuiauce  which  she 
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Mt  t0  be  MeeaMUpy  "to  luMcwifiirt  fimn 

the  anxious  look  he  still  W(^e; 

By  this  time  the  whole  party  of  maferi 
was  disbanded,  the  tarmer^s  man  and 
bey  were  retnmingt  acceenpatiied  bjr 
several  of  their  companionst  into  tim  fold, 
and  on  seeing  Elizabeth  in  dose  oonv^ 
ation  with  the  saoie  lieggar  lad,  the  former^ 
called  out,  HaMo,  Betty,  what  are  ye 
about  tbei^e?  are  ye  going  to  convert 
young  Seape-grace  there,  hey  ?  I  hoape 
.  ye'li.  teach  him  not  to  drink  so  deep  an>> 
other  time,  hey.'*    •      *  -  '      •  ' 

Betty  knows  better  tban  ihat^'*  said 
a  neighbour,  she  knows  that  Methodists 
4iloe  a  drop  in  m  ooraer,  though  thejr 
never  gets  drunk';  just  i'  the  same  way  as 
ihiey  liss,  tbdugh  timj  nmet  eweank^' 
'  Betty  tunied  round  very  quick,  and 
the  glow  -of  anger  eanDooobsd  even  thp 
heat  of  recent  labour  on  her  cheek  ^  but 
ihe  dtecked  heneli;  atiddidiuAiiriter  tbr 
words  that  rose  toiler  tongue  ;  but  after 
moment's  pause,  pbserved  only,  ^  that  the 
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nUi  tf  he  dbofl»/ might  adc  hip  mi 
whether  the  boy  had  drank  any  o^'  the 
beer  ar  not.*' 

The  matter  was  quickly  explainedt 
and  the  supposed  culprit  not  oxAy  ae* 
quitted^  but  praised  i  and  told  that  if  he 
came  ^t^out  the  place  next  day,  some  job 
would  be  giviea  to  him  ^  and  it  was  ob^ 
served  by  all,  "that  really  he  was  a 
likely  lad,  and  appeaced  williog  lo  wori^.'' 
Bat  beyond  the  intention  of  giv  ing  him  a 
]d»  an  tbe  OMiirow,  no^erson  tfaovigbty 
iftfie  poor  Betty ;  and  when  she  ventured 
to  my,  that  perhaps  the  iarmeft  if  lit 
were  at  home,  might  take  him  into  his 
service  during  the  busy  time  «t  least,*' 
many  tongues  exclaimed  yioleatiy,  as 
being  the  most  impradent  thing  Bim 
heard  of ;  and  some  one  added,  "  what 
m'  one  would  have  tjhougbt  bat  henelf  t 
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Mrs,  Forrester  observed,  oenld* 
sfibrd  auch  charitable  actions,  if  tb^ 
meant  to  pay  their  way  and  live  honestly  ( 
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pretty  well  if  they  could  bring  up  theii; 
own -seven  children.'* 

«  Very  true/'  observed  Betty»  with  a 
sigh,  I  did  not  think  of  your  large 
family/' 

Why  no,  Betty,  for  gartin  you  did 
not,  I  know  you  to  be  an  honest,  civil, 
body ;  but,  dear  heart,  your  head  runs  so 
much  on  preaching  and  praying,  that 
you  thinks  on  nothing  else,  as  it  were  y 
but  howsomdever,  every  body  has  a  right 
to  please  themselves.   I  hates  hypocrisy 
and  canting,  to  be  sure,-  and  think  it  a 
pity  an  honest  body  should  take  to  such 
ways;  but  if  you  diqses  to  be  a.  saint, 
why,  that's  no  concern  of  rpine.** 
.  Bfitty  would  unquestionably  have  an- 
swered this  oration,  but  as  every  one 
around  had  either  an  approving  word  for 
the  speaker,  as  a  sneer  far  more  cuttipg 
than  any  words  for  the  defendant,  ahe 
silently  whispered  to  herself,  ^*  to  this 
.  cross  I  must  submit and  wishing  them 
a  gond  nigbW  fibe  fn#de  the  best  of.  her. 
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vajr  bove,  skill  foUowad  by  tlia  boy  .who 

W!^d  her  sickle,  and  appeared  to  fall 
into  tb»  plMt  of  bor  atteiiclaiitf  without 

either  invitatioa  on  the  oue  p^rt,  or  in- 

•Betty  walked  homewards  silently;  for 
Mie  ttme  she  poodorod  oh  'whai  h«d 
beeaaaid  toher^  but  it  was  leas. in  refer* 
mes!t»  wliat  she  woohl  hmm  teraisd  hsir 
oyg^petsoculioo,  than  to  that  pact  ot  it 
vUch  belonged  t6  ithe  iniy.  Mie  was  a 
VSQuui  of  great  Immaiuty,  extcaordiaary 
ictivity  and  indiiortry,  possessing  much 
ficilaad  jjood  seaaa^>  together  with  coni- 
sd«rable  patience  and  perseverance  ;  the 
&rmer  qualities  she  ioberitad  £rom  iia- 
ture,  the  latter  were  ingrafted  by  religion ; 
sod  although  hm  view  were  very  bound* 
ed,  and  her  knowledge  had  been  princi- 
pally bestowed  by  very  humble  teachers* 
yet  a  further  acquaintance  with  her  wiU 
OttUe  ua  to  see  that  it  rendered  hor  oo«^ 
necticws  essential  beni^t,  and  made  her 

wise  unto  salvatson.^ 

VOL.  m*  .1* 
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Aibr  a  Um^  ik^ty  begra  ta.qpaak  to 
her  humble  CMipimioa,  and  toiquir^  his 
j»iPflwm^t-im^^  <  the  £ilt  A  fifiUkiiML  tmoii 
his  veraeity,  >^hicb  was  satisfactory  to  her» 
iHit  she  had  observed  «'|pnfete«ibur  eeiici^ 
tude  tp  hide  aa  lauch  of  his  history  as  he 

howevfir»  the  bi^;gar  found  himself  alone 
with  one  ikkm^  good^rill  bB  cbuid  Mt 
doubt^and  of  whose.pow^to  i(eap.ttience 
ke  iMHlTeiSeivtd^iMf,  the  natwdingeiiii^ 

of  his  nature  which  sufieiipg  i 
done  had  ehacked,  became  soon  reetbred^ 
md  the  ioUtrnvag  craveraatiM  xeArealad 
thM  >^^  round  unvarnished  story/'  whkh 
iSiaabekh  aoi^ght  for. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Let  not  ambition  mock  their  useful  toil, 
Their  homely  joys  and  destiny  obscure ; 

Nor  grandeur  hear,  with  a  disdainful  smile. 
The  short  and  simple  annals  of  the  poor.  , 

Gbay. 

"  You  say,  my  boy,  that  your  fathet 
was  a  soldier  j  I  fear  you  have  lost  him  ?" 
said  Elizabeth. 

"  Oh  yes !  I  believe  he  was  killed  in 
America;  mother  said  he  was,  and  in- 
4eed  so  did  Sergeant  Hallam/* 

"  Where  is  your  mother  ?** 

"  God  knows  ;  —  she  —  she  left  us/*  ^ 

"  Left  —  left  who,  child  ?  Your 
mother  could  not  leave  you,  unless  she 
was  forced  away  ?** 

"  May  be  not,^*  was  the  only  answ<^ 
but  it  was  followed  by  such  a  flood  of  biti 
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teusy  that  howwer  loilh  the  might  be 
to  believe  it*  Elizabeth  yet  fdt  assured 
that,  in  this  case,  even  a  mother  had  for- 
saken achild.  She  suffered  the  agony  thua 
awakened  to  subside,  and  not  till  then 
ventured  to  inquire*  How  and  where 
he  had  b^n  left  ?**  But»  in  order  to  save 
our  readers  from  the  ctrcuiidocutory 
story,  which  his  sorrows  naturally  led 
biin  to^rdate^  we  will  give  it  in  the/eweat 
possible  words. 

William  Warren/  our  helpless*  but  not 
worthless  vagabond,  was  indeed  the  son 
of  a  soldier*  who  had  ftUen  in  the  last 
battle  between  the  Americans  and  the  ^ 
inother-country*  being  previously  ren- 
dered much  of  an  invalid  from  the 
wounds  he  had  received.  .  According  to 
his  bounded  power,  this  man  was  a  good 
husband  and  father*  but  bis  wife  ^as 
idle*  unprincipled*  and  too  much  of  the 
general  description  of  these'  young  wo^ 
naeii  who  are  found  following  .the  for« 
tunes  of  war,  on  tiie  top  of  a  baggage^ 
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waggon;  carekfis  of  the  fiitui^  fiMgetM 
oi'  the  past*  existing  but  in  the  passing 
fldoment;  whom  oven  exporionce  fiule  to 
render  provident,  and  sorrow  or  jo/ 
passes  over  in  vain* 

.  William  had  one  sister,  two  years 
younger  thati  Ifimself;  to  wlioai,  from  her 
very  birth»  he  liad  beenfoodly  attached; 
.  and  as  he  had  been  her  principal  nurse 
^nd  her  ojoiy  ooin&urt,.it  was  no  wonder 
that  the  affection  had  grown  with  his 
growth,  or  that  at  was  returned  on  her 
part,  by  all  the  tenderness  her  little  heart 
*  was  capahJe  Yhe  mpn  eqiecieUf  ee^ 
deared  were  these  children  to  each  other, 
becanse'  thqr  1^  Uttle  oom&rt  iwn  mf 
other  quarter,  the  father  being  generally 
too  niQch  occupied  witl^  his  cares,  or  hk 
ailmentSi  to  take  any  other  notice  than  a 
demand  oi  their  smices )  and  the  mother 
seldom  giving  them  any  attention  when 
die  conU  find  one  penon  with  whom 
she  could  gossip  on  probabJe 
route  of  the  regiment,  the  deam^  of 
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giD,  or  the  ehanee  of  pMting  up  mj 
thing  in  the  next  engi^gement. 

With  hsrdship  of  every  kind  William 
bad  been  acquainted  almost  from  big 
birth ;  but  his  various  privations  wer0 
frequently  lessened,  during  ^vetal  of  the 
years  he  had  passed  with  bis  parents  in 
Arnica,  by  the  kindness  and  eoinpaasiafi 
of  the  sergeant  belonging  to  the  company 
hi  Wbich  his  firitber  was  ^iac«dk  HisopM^ 
sun-burnt  countenance  as  be  sat  with  his 
little  iister  m  his  la^»  ihading  bier  ftir 
face  with  a  plantain4eaf,  first  attracted 
bbiieat  vetenn  %  aad  the  4titee.be  ^ 

eerved  the  lad,  the  more  he  became  pre- 
f)oltoMlecl  in  Ua  AVirar*  .1  SanaiUis  that 
all  around  him  tended  to  corrupt  and 
bir^n  hia  hearty  as  itaD  »  to  brataliae 
his  manners^  be  determined  to  wiUidraw 
ynttk  a  tfiudi  is  poiaibley  fram  aaodMjr 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  injprious  to 
Wtti ;  andin  Mitor  to  tfo  tliia  be  ga^e  bim 
tMkployiaeat  for  bis  miiid^  witboot  with- 
dra^ving  hi.m  flrom  his  sister,  well  awiffe» 
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that  the  iDtercourse  at'  natur^  ajSj^qa 
is  evjer.  an  ioceative  to  virtue  ^  and  from 
bis  scanty,  comfortft  he  so  fi^r  rewarded 
the  exertions  of  his  prot^e,  that  his  very 
wishes  became  commandSf  his  smiles 
rewards  to  William,  and  as  he  was  really  a 
Sensible  man,  and  possessed  a  considerable 
ttock  of  useful  anil  agreeable  knowledgei 
no  wonder  that  ■  hai  every  vford  nis  «l 
onde  to  a  ehildtkiis  situated.  Iniact,tb« 
Im  he  bore  to  this  early  patron  was  «  kind 
;  idolatry,  in  irtiich  aU  the  fiKiolticB  <i£ 
i  iiisheaitaadafifeotions  wefeeoneeBtered, 
i  yeiitisocitamhaneverheld  his  parents 
;  80  dear,  as  after  the  time  when  he  became 
I  distinguished  by  tlie  good  sergeant,  fot  it 
was  from  him  Uiat  he  ginned  a  sense  oi' 
i  4utytothem.  ' 

Whm  the  fitte  of  his  father  was-  ascer- 
'   taiued,  and  the  widow  and  children  were 
ordered  to  return;  William  felt  all  the 
misery  attendant  on  a  separation  £rom 
/   his  first,  his  only  -friend  $  his  gr^eful  and 
\  .  attached  heait,  could  only  relieve  itself 
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py  waquQg.  with  iiis  sisler»  jmd  rapeat- 
ing.  to  her  a  thousand  times  all  the  in- 
jstances  of  .goodotts  and  love  be  had  re* 
ceived  froii}  the  sergeant  ^  and  on  the 
very  in<Nniiiig.  tliejr  .went  oq  ihip-tenKty 
the  two  children  withdrew  into  an  ob- 
scure place  togetWt  and  with  bended 
Jcneefi  and  folded  hands,  looked  up  to 
beaven  for  Uetsings  en  the  head  of  him 
;who  was  now  far  removed  from  them, 
and  encmnpaiied  hy  i^ngem.  Their 
.words  were  iew  i  pray,  iiod  to  bless 
Sergeant  Hallam,"  said  Williafii  tdoad; 
and  fietaey  repeated  it  after  .bimf  ^<  m4, 
don*t  let  him  be  killed  like  poor  father/* 
The  little  girl  could  not  repeat  thisb  Abe 
burst  into  tears^  and  William  folding  her 
in  his  arms*  wept  with  hnt^  yet:  they 
arose  comforted.  A  sense  th^t  the  awl  ul 
Power  they  had  invoked  would  jfiot 
y  despise  the  day  of  small  things,"  stol^ 
/>yer  thdr  miiid^  and  they  felt  a  kind 
pf  asBuraace^  tha^  they  should  once  mere 
jiee.an4  lie.coipfort0d  by  the  preieoco 


oi  their  frieody  that  friend,  who  had 
ahme  taught  tiiein  to  look  up  toHMvien 
ior.cbnflfdatioa.and  guidance.- 

Before  the  end  of  the  wyage,  diftrent 
aiflftriatioiM^  the  !>ftt^irft^  volatility  of 
youA,  the  bad  example  of  tiieir  only 
|Murent»  and.  even  the  extreme  poverty 
under  which  they  laboured,  had  nearly 
extingiiiahed  .every.  im|Mregaion  of  religion 
from  their  minds,  and  even  every  moral 
leMon  of  jtha  aeigeant'i,  aavo  aa  memoiry 
connected  them  with  his  own  words 
and  kmkift  at  tbn  tine  lie  MifiiirGed  ihftm'  r 
so  that  just  what  he  said  on  this,  or 
tbai  <tocaiioii,  stone  held,  its  ivonted  aa- 
^cendency.  There  is  a  species  of  neces* 
eity,  which  qnidiena  the  .&cullae%  hot 
a  degree  beyond  this  frequently  deadens 
thomtoovery  useful  purpose,  and  mhgn 
the  human  mind  is  subjected  only  toasenjse 
ofits  wants,  it  becomes  ^.lenit  able  to 
supply  them  consistent  with  its  duties. 
On  arriving  in  Englanc^  it  appeared  to 
be.  the  great  object  .of  the  moUm*.  to 
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reach,  the.  town  ol'  S "  ■  to  elite 
parochial  aid  for  her.  children.  The  httto 
which  was  .given  to  her,  tiUdr  not  suffios 
for  their  coQveyaoce  thither  irom  the 
part  where  shC' landed,  but  she  nevertbe* 
less  set  out  immediately)  observing,  tba( 
they  must  beg  their  way,  as  mmy  did 
beside  them." 

-  These  words  struck  both  the  childreo 
cxctedingly  and  they  felt  «6  if  they  bad 
newBc  Jmown  Bonrbi#  till  Mw,  ios  tfaay 
iiail  botk  a  ju«t4seiiie  of  the  uttM'  dogiw- 
dttkiii  .whioh  bai^gi^  inipli«s,  «««n  ia 
theriowest  ofdmrs  at'  sod^y.  Xet  there 
oan  b6-  ne  doubt  but  «f  they  had  been 
tt9tA»d  with  teiidttraefiff  by-  thtir  auxheri 
they  would  have  •  yielded-  all  their  litUe 
aid  to  help  her,  in  this  day  pf  adversity> 
since  they  both  silently  respLved  to  help 

each  other* 

In  a  short  time,  this  dangerous  and 
wretched  profession  was  entered  upon  by 
WflUam,  who  begaq  to  beg  from  door 
to  door,  through  a  lOAg  straggling  -  vil» 
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kge»  while  Jbia  m(^;her  and  sisier  sat  down 
to  rest  themselves  at  its  entrance.  Wher- 
ever hie  applied  for  relief,  whether  granted 
or  not,  he  was  constantly  told,  "  he 
ought  to  work,  that  it  was  a  shame  that 
Ik  g^eat  lad  likeiiim  i^ould  beg,*  ■  and  in 
several  fWttnoBi,  to  this  sonrdiinn,  wm 
added  an  «88iiniioe^  •«  that  if  .be  did  not 
1^  outoftbe  village,  he  siMNild.be  taken 
up  for  a  vagrant." 

iirou^t  up  as  thia  poor  boy  had  beaUf 
entirely  in  the  araiy»  and  with  a  mother 
who  had  never  manifested  the  industry 
called  for  in  her  mtuation,  it  was  no  won- 
der that  he  soaccely  could  ,  coofielve  to 
what  such  an  exhortation  applied,  he 
knew  of  no  work,  except  cleaning  a  ^e* 
lock  and  shoes ;  and  he  well  remem- 
bsied  dmt  his  fatho*  had  ever  appeared 
to  act  as  if  tins,  vae  dtSBgrsesble. .  X^eng 
■stobss,  hard  faane,  the  cold  ground  £pg 
his  bed,  end  hafsh  words,  or  peihaps 
Uows  in  the  very  moownt  wImd  Us  wen« 
ned  frame,  os  his  achio^  heart  most  neec^ 
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td  coraohitioD,  'InMirbeen  oooimion  tritti 

to  poor  WiUiam ;  but  be  had  yet  to  ieajui 
the  power  of  atpplying  to  reguhnr  Jaboar 
of  any  kind ;  and  although  the  eflbrto 
of:hi9  fnend  the  sergeant,  had  all  tended 
to  give  him.  strength  and  activity  both  ai* 
body  and  mind,  yet  he, had  it  not  in  his 
pawer  to  direct  him  to  any  regular  eau 
ertion  of  them.  When  the  poor  boy  re- 
turned to  his  mothert  with  the  alms  be 
(lad  obtained,  he  fully  intended  to  entreat 
her  .to.piit  bim  in  8iHne:wiQr.o£irarki]ig^ 
agreeably  to  the  advice  ttuis  bestowed ; 
fait  aU  ideas  :0f .  hiiMrif  wwe .  put.  to 
flighty  on  finding  Betsey  so  ill,  that 
even  her  isng.  fiut. would.oot&Msble.faMr 
to  partake  the  refreshment  he  bad  pro- 
curaL 

Before  their  arrival  at  the  town  .of 
g.  ,  .wbilber  they,  brat  their  ttepi^.  it 
was  discovered .  tliat  the  poor  diiUl  had 
got  the  mss8le8^sod.ss  WiIUmi  was  ever 
near  her,  ,  and  many  times  even  .xrarrieii 
her Jon  bis  bad^,  till  bis .  kaees^fSMrte  im- 


der  hitn ;  it  mm  no  wmder  tliftt  %  dhioi^ 

der  so  iniectious  seized  him  abo^  and  at 

« 

the  iriliage  mttrm  to  th«  end  of  thfrir 
journey  both  children  were  found  utterly 
enaUe  to  pMoeed.  A  im  tieUpenee; 
be&towed  on  the  jroad^  by  pitying  passen* 
gers,  procmed  the  power  ef  securing 
ibr  them  a  wretclied  bed  in  the  garret  of 
a  hedge  alehouse,  where  it  appeared  very 
probable  that.iMne  or  botli  ot*  these  unfqr* 
tunate  children  would  dose  their  exist- 
ence. 

•  Tiie  extraprdinary  anxiety  William  had 
ielty  lUAdtbe  eawrtions  he  had  usedt  oau^ 
his  fever  to  run  much  higher  than  Bet* 
s^8»  atodhe  soon  Jbecame  delirioiis.  The 
noise  he.made  rn  this  state  compelled  his 
motfier>  and  the  mistmn  of  the  lioose 
from  time  to  time,  to  attend  to  him,  and 
give  him  eiktle  wat^r,  fit  miUc  $  and  the' 
latter  being  not  so  totally  ignorant  as  the 
fenmr,  when  assuied  <rf'  the  nature  of 
his  complaiott  administered  some  neces-^ 
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sary  medicine^  wluch  tendbd  grMtly  U> 

Poor  Betaey  &Qm  Imng  less  violent* 
loBt  this  benefit,  in  ccmsequenee  of  whidi 
the  disease  left  her  weak  and  sickly« 
vfhile  WiUhotti  natiindly  a  robust  child, 
struggled  througii  it:  he  waiw  howeverj 
still  rery  delicate,  and  scarcely  able  to 
rise  without  assistaace^ .  when  one  monii» 
ing  he  remarked  to  Betsey,  "  that  they 

had  now  been  Awake  many  houiiy  and 

mammy  had  never  been  in  the  room.**  • 
^<No^''  aaid  the  Ittttogtrlt  ««ali»waa 
gone  out  when  I  awoke,  and  I  feel  quite 
sidk  wisb  ImAgei*,  horn  1  with  ah0.miikl 
come  ;  Siliy^.  doa't  you 
.  WiUiim  oiit  bed,  nd.  ris  iiitoU 
as  he  was  able,  crawled  down  stairs,  be 
iMind  tiieirbob  ^^boe  im  conftwoD,  Snom 
the  arrival  of  a  compwy  of  drovers,  who 
were  Oft  iheir  i^ay  tun  odghbooring  fiur« 
Fushing..among  them  a&  well  as  Jbe  was 
aUe^  iiir.aDugfct  tor  madMr,  mbmi 
love  of  gossipingy  he  well  knew  repdered 


evory  crowd  da  amus€>m(Mit  to  hex  |  but 
he  ^ugbt  bdr  jiow  ia  vain,  aad  was  just 
turuii^g  away  to^  assail  the  huuuuuty  of 
the  hostess  ou  Betsey's  behalf  when  she 
appeared  before  him,  with  her  hand  on 
the  shoulder  of  a  coarse-looking  lAan, 
whom  she  addressed  with  angry  vociier. 
ation  thus :  •      .       .  • 

Well!  to bQ silre^ if  thera ben^t om 
of  the  veiy  ohildmi  m  tbe  iwtsey  hsm 
left,  yoaode^  Mr*  Qunwr ;  mfaat  a  look  lie 
mate  dead  than  alive,  bates  bungry 
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as  I  have  lived  ia  th^  world*  I  aever 
thought  $o  have  seed .  such  wickedness 
as  to  go  and  throw  one's  own  desh  and 
blood  up0O  hoaest  poople  ta  keep." 

**  We  can't  keep  'em  ;  how  like  a  fool 
thee  talks,"  exclaimed  the  husband.  . 

*'  No,  to  be  sure  y  but  then  the  .piffish 
nwst."  .   ..  .  • 

« 

..  "  -B|it  the  paiuh  nekher  •  wil 
ca^**  'nud  the  jonn  to  wboni  V 
vas  thua  pojuted  «iit^ 
^rom  this  conv^sation  the  po 
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comprolieiided  that  most  hombte  truth, 
.that  bis  uimaUiial  mother  had  actually 
fimuikea  her  childreoi  wbilrt  aaleep>.aDd 
that  thay  .were  leit  to  the  wide  world, 
without  fziends,  mouey,  or  fiustenauc^ 
and  too  ill  even  to  bfiig  their  bread. 
He  cast  ^a^  look  of  appeal  on  all  arouod 
him;  the  tears  gushed  from  his  eyes 
and  streamed  down  his  pale  cheeks }  but 
alas,  no  looks  of  pity  met  his  unanswered 
appeal,  all  were  too  busy  in  their  owu 
af^rs,  or  too  anxious  to  condemn  tbe 
yile.  aiother,  to  attend  to  her  injured 
and  infioQent.  offspring.  . 

At  teogth  the  press  gave  way  to  Mr. 
Gunner,  who*  assuming  a  magisteriai 
step  and  stentorion  toue>  .enquired,  oi 
the  hoy whither  he  was  goia^  and 

» 

where  he  belonged  ?" ' 
.  V  We  were  going  ^  A       w^ere  i^y 
mother  was  born,  because  it  was  her 
parish but  ~  bu  t — ^ . 

But  what^  hoy  ?  speak  this  moaijinty 
no  lying,  no  tricks^  but  what 


Digiii^cG  uy  Google  i 


I  believe  a  floidkr'ft  cUMras  msjr.be 
laken  in  at  every  parish  ;  Serjeaot  Hallam 
said  9o/*  .  ' 

Oii»  did  he  1  tlieu  he's  a  soouadrei 
for  bis  pains, .  let  him  be  who  he  will  i 
aye,  aye,  let  you  aJooe,  you  you^g  dog, 
you're  deep  enough,  but  Til  let  you 
know  what's  what.  Til  take  care  to 
have  you  off  to  sea  presently,  or  my 
pame'a  not  John  Gunner/* 

Of  all  other  evils  and  misfort^ines, 
.William  h^  no  compwative  dread  widi 
this,  he  had.  seen  enough  of  a  seafaring 
life  to  shpw  him  all  its  hardships,  and 
tiiey  appeared  to  hin^  of  that  precise 
nature  to  which  he  was  most  averse^  The 
habituaji  diflike  which  soldiers  and  sailors 
have  for  eiich  other,  bad  utidclubtedly 
pursed  this  prejudice  in  him,  since  he 
was  nstuntUy  a- courageous,  persevering 
and  curious  phild,  and  a  life  of  hardship 
was  familiar  to  him.  Turning  his  eyes 
ia  very  i^j^ony  of  sorrow,  and  clasping 

/  I 
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his  hands  hi  supplication,  he  dropped  • 
on  his  kneesi  crying  out,.    Sir,  Sir,  oh  i  - 
pray  do  not  send  me  to  sea,  and  I  will 
do  any  thing/' 

•  The  action  and  the  appearance  of 
Wiliiam  now  awakened  UMfe  general 
attention  in  the  bye-standers,  and  seve- 
fal  of  them  took  part  with  the  boy,  and 
swore  pretty  roundly,  that  if  Gunner 
{who  it  appeared  was  the  overseer  <tf 
the  parish)  did  not  take  proper  care  of  < 
tiiechildren,  he  should  be  made  an  ex- 
mnple  of  ^  and  there  were  not  wanting 
Mio  knew,  or'  intended  to  know,  that 
there  was  a  law  which  operated  in 
ftvour  of  tlie  widows  and  orphans  of 
soldiers.  Whilst  this  was  debating,  the 
poor  nek  girl  had  crept  from  her  mattress, 
and  goaded  alike  by  hunger  and  alarm 
from  her  brother's  protracted  absence, 
had  crept  down  and  came  ^shivering  to 
Ms  side.  At  the  sight  of  the  innocent 
sharer  of  his  misfortunes,  William  wept 
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iftesby  but  WM«  unable  to  reveal  the 

cause  of  his  sorrow.  Many-  were  moved 
bjr  their  llppearancet  but  none  helped 
them^  farther  than  to  induce  Mr. 
Gonner  td  driire  thetti  before  htm»  weak 
and  faint  as  they .  were,  to  the  parish 
^i1^hoiise» 

It  was  quite  as  great  a  misfortune  to 
poor  WilHirm  as  it  could  -  have^  been  to 
Vt4  Gunner  and  the  pariah  to  which  he  - 
belonged,  that  they  thus  became'  ac^ 
quainted  virith  each  other  j  for  had  the 
poor  children  been  conveyed  to  the 
town  where  th§ir  mother  originally  ixt- 
tended  to  seek  relief,  they  would  have 
met  with  evety ,  kindness  and  assistance 
the  nature  of  their  case  admitted,  l  lie 
place  in  question  was  a  kige  matiu&e- 

taring  town,  where  although  many  poor 
•Du^i  reiirt;  yet  there  was  a  larg^ 
fund  opened  /or  their  support,  and  the 
sdaoisdon  of  k  single  fiimily  was  oos^ 
sidered  a  matter  of  little  moment.  The 
Wer^liouse  was  large»  well  appointed^ 
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and  well  {urovided,  and  the  overseen 
men  of  property  and  beoevoleuce,  wlui 
were  liberal  and  coDScieutious.  This 

« 

description  of  parish  affairs  is  much' 
more  common  to  large  towns^  than  petty 
yillagesi  where  every  transaction  being 
known  to  all  the  neighbours,  every  in- 
dividual that  applies  for  help  is  con- 
sidered ft  biuden  on  each  house  in  the 
village,  And  generally  pioteited  agaiiMII 
as  such  I  and  the  overseer  of  tiie  day 
generally  seeks  the  approhatkm  of  bis 
townsmeuy  by  literally  grinding  the  poor; 
^d  shQuld  hia  .own  temper  be  jooeao,  or 
tyrannicaly  it  may  easily  be  conceived  to 
what  an  excess  his  exercise  of  these 
vices  may  be  carried. 

Mr.  Grupner  was  every  way  unfit  for 
jbhe  office  he  now  held»  for  it  wjis  bis 
interest  to  reduce  the  poor  rates  to 
oblige  his  customers,  as  he  was  a  petty 
abop-keeper.   He  was  naiturally  of  a  bid 

ft 

and  avaricious  temper,  and  he  was  cob* 
pletely  under  the  govermMnt  of  a  prooti 
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and  paMioBate  wife,  so  that  the  power 
kewas  forbiddea  to  exercise  at  home, 
&U  with  treble  focce  in  the  place  where 

it  could  be  moat  felt  and  deplored. 


Man  ^  vain  man. 


Drett  in  a  little  brief  authority, 
Plays  fuch  fantastic  tricks  beSan 
As  makat  the  AofeU  weep 


In  consequence  of  Mr.  Gunner's  ma- 

nagemenly  the  abode  of  poverty  was  reo* 
imd  alao  tiurt  of  misery  and  vice*;  as 
hii  niggardly  hand  was  against  every 
inhabitant,  so  were  theirs  against  bim*, 
aad  every  species  of  firaudthl  oontrivance 
was  daily  practised  ^so  fiir  as  was  pos- 
sible. From  a  spirit  of  contradiction  to 
the  overseer  some  degree  of  kindness 
was  exhibited  towards  the  « starving 
children  on  their  first  entrance,  but  as 
KKm  as  he  departed^  they  wore^left.to 
the  sole  care  of  his  representative  the 
master  of  the  house,  imd  fiom  that 
time  given  up  to  new,  but  yet  .severer 
ftufienngs  timi  my  thty  had  esqwfimiOMi 
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Naturally  well  disposed,  and  habitually 
obedient,  both  the  children  endeavoured 
to  soften  the  ill-humour,  or  deprecate 
the  ferocity  of  their  governors ;  but  every 
effort  proved  unsuccessful.  Their  anxiety 
as  well  as  their  wretchedTiealth,  did  how- 
ever at  length  move  the  pity  of  an  old 
woman,  whom  the  severity  of  affliction, 
not  the  deficiency  of  feeling  had  rendered 
generally  callous;  and  the  kindness  of  her 
words,  together  with  occasional  good 
counsel,  kept  them  from  sinking  into  utter 
despair,  or  rushing  into  open  defiance  of 
both  God  and  man,  an  eflPect  ever  likely 
to  be  produced  upon  young  and  ardent 
spirits,  by  unwarrantable  severity;.  . 

Old  Sarah  revived  in  the  mind  of  Wil* 
Ham,  his  recollections  of  the  good  ser- 
geant, and  though  far  inferior  to  his 
early  friend,  she  had  yet  the  power  of 
bringing  him,  in  some  measure,  to  look  to 
Heaven  for  help  in  his  distress,  and  to 
believe,  that  forlorn  ftnd  bereaved  as  he 
found  himself  to  be,  he  was  yet  under 
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tbe  cfure  of  %a  AiUwi^e.  mi  Merciful 
FroMetor  )  and  at  he  ^  pretty  geMrally 
employed,  tbouigti  m  §uky  way  of  re- 
gular labour,  ha  heg^n  t0  oaaiftrt  Uaa* 
self  with  the  hofie  that  m  tjiM  he  ahould 
feam  to'  aani  a  $ubsi9teQ0a  for  bioiialf 
aad  hia  aiator» 

Time,  however,  only  inqf^ased  the 
a^ictigoa  of  tiua  uobajwy  obji^t  of  :his 
cares.    Betsey  continued  extremely  deli- 

catab  and       wt^ect.  to^-ioftt^  a  hitt#r 

invective,  and  many  a  brutal  blow,  for  the 

vary  MiiOQ  which  ih^uld  have  a!Byakiaiie4 

compassion,  Apd  claimed  assistance.  S9 

wall  a  portiflQ  of  fiiod  wia  given  ta  b^b 

and  that  of  so  bad  a  qoalityt  that  it  wa§ 
ioqioiaible  fiv  h^r-  to  ipgfin  atcengtl^ 
aud  it'  she  expressed  tlie  least  desire  for 
mre^  aha  wshet  taimUngly  tfMp  ,.  that 
"  sickly,  people  .could  n9t  e%^^'  ^l^g 
aboua  of  aniploymra^  aba  ,inia  ;Bift  t^ 
spinning,  but  as  ev^u  the  most  teachable 
Mid  dMtte  require  imtructipn,  thjs  only 
^sy  {.a^ea  tf>  JQM^.  i^r  learn,.  W4s..hy  a 
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btrbke  fron  the  spitidlet  or  n  threaitt 

t  Ifl  '  tt\at  lUi  the  yarn  she  spoiled,  should 

be  Mved  out  of  her  dinnen  j**  yet;  Wen 
,  '  under  these  difficultie8»  by  the  assistance 

I ;  ,  I  of  <Ad  SSM«h,  she  became  a  ^miicietit, 

[i  t  ;  aad  it  was  talked  of  in  the  house»  that 

she  should  be  soon  put  out  as  a  parish 
if.  t  apprentice. 

1  ;  Betsey  could  have  no  objection  to  being 

V    j  (i  <^  ^  place»  which  had  been  the 

most  terrible  prison  to  her,  except  as  it 


f parted  her  from  that  only  reladon,  that 
ffi!  single  blessing,   which    comprised  all 

the  KDod  existence  bestowed  upon  her, 
and  the  very  idea  of  losing  whom  was 
death  to  hen.  WiUiam  was  jMretity  gene- 
rally  employed  in  the  garden,  or  fre- 
quently sent  of  long  errands,  by  people 
in  the  village;  so  that,  although  under 
the-  saase  roof,  -they  saw  but  .Hute  of 
f}'  -r  each  other,  and  that  frequently  by  con- 

U:  tri«anee«  This  little  was  rendered  there- 

ibre,  especially  valuable,  aiid  ^Ithougli, 
when  diajr  could  steal  out  into  a  miter- 


ihki  thrri      linfuk  friTlY  to  Cftcii  .othei^  ' 
the  tiiM/Mii  AnHtttfT  vpnt  iiMit 

wliolly  in.  tau%  r.]i«t  tfaia  .time  was.  so 
hestimably  dear^  that  poor  Birtkey  would 
aiofptt  ffurego  .httr.  acuity  mealt  to  fiaiiii 
lier  hard  task,   and  William  urge  his  , 
jwMatrttigULandUiatefedfii^  ' 
utmost  power,  to  attain  it*    Maz^  m  i 
ttflfonned  plaa.  for  firture  Ufi^  mmiy.  «  | 
m^ild  hope  and  strange  project  was  here 
named.  an4  lAmtadoMd)  profMtadt  Wd 
refused  >  but  when  Betsey  informed  hei^ 

^d  that  she  migj^  bQ  aoou  j)<{and  to  & 

the  sole  caotfsiJm  of  iier  situattont  their 
auietiea  m.  to        fiiture,  i^Mted 

all  their    distaeaaes.  for    ^e  jiresent 

iWiUiam,  iii  .tte  €CHirse  of.  his  numerdus 
liatambulfitioiia  akwlt  .the  oomitry,  hid 
iearnt>  that  in  .the  neighbouring  toMUb 
fii  extenaiw*  ealMa  .■airtafcchiyliwiii 

e^rried  oo»  wiuch  was  ygincipal ly  worked 

VOL«  III.  X 
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by  children,  taken  from  the  parish  poor- 
housoB  around.  From  some  he  had  inform- 
ation, ^*  that  this  place  was  well  conducted, 
that  the  children  were  well  fed  and  lodged, 
their  labour  light,  and  tending  to  give 
thera  the  power  of  providing  for  them- 
selves in  future  life.**  By  others,  he 
was  assured,  "  that  a  system  of  tyranny 
and  cruelty  obtained  in  all  its  stages, 
^kat  the  children  were  stinted  in  their 
food,  called  to  labour  during  the  houn 
of  rest,  and  the  least  neglect,  or  error, 
even  where  unintentional,  punished  with 
a  severity  at  which  he  shuddered  to 
thiiik,  as  applying  to  his  sister,  for 
wliom  he  was  ever  more  anxious  than 

■  »  IX* 

Weighing  these  various  reports  as  well 
as  he  could,  William  was  exceedin^y  in- 
clined to  desire  this  destiny,  merely  be- 
cause it  would  not  part  him  from  Betsey, 
and  under  the  idea  that  he  could  help 
her  in  her  labour,  soothe  her  under  her 
troubles,  and  take  any  punishment  as- 
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to  JWf  upon  kkk  owa  tfaoiddtnu 

He  now  informed  her  of  this  idea,  aad 
fiadioff  kcyr  hantiiy  wnou  m  hig  wiibMb 
they  proceeded  to  comraupicate  theu 
thoi^hts  to  oM  iterate  and  onqptce  of  iipvy 

*•  if  there  were  any  meahs  by  which 

fhejr  coald  fovivoid  tkejr  mUbm  ia  tim    9  \ 

respect  1 

"  that  such  a  thii:^  should  war  coma 
iato  3mnr  Iwidb^  fir  ay  paat»  I  was 

afeai'd  even  to  teaob  the  duM  to  spin, 

sendtng  her  tfaitharf'^uiaiii  ine»  Wii. 
lian.  If  BMiey  go  Ain,  iiiab  »  liri^^ 

sbr  tviU  aiifier  idi  sgrta  of  wants,  and  dio 

W  good  wJwi  she's  a  womao.  Aa  sho 
growa  up,  the  wiU  bpoamo  widr«l  im 
every  way,  and  ^  iaat  aha  witt  xlie  an 
Mhdi/  and  aloy  on  tba  eontmry,  if  the  . 
goes  ifljlo  ^  piiiiate  faan^  aho  outy  haua 
fcpwtihtpa,  tet  «M  Moat  gain  knowledge  ^ 

MS 
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ilie  will  come  in  time:to  be  a  good  servai^ 
and  if  she  behaves  well,  she  will  go  out  into 
the  world  with  a  fair  character,  and  may 
get  agood  place ;  and  in  the  end,  per-, 
hapsy  a  good  husband,  and  live  to  be  a 
very  decent  body,  in  a  cottage  of  her 
-    own;  mofelikdytbaii.iiot^'  i 

1  had  rather  be  where  WiiH«iii  a,'' 
aaid  Beteey,  wttfara  da^  8igfa»  taking  fadld 
of  his  haiid«  '  -  *  .  y  ^  ' 

;  WilUaai' locdud  at-  herewith  great  tea- 
demesB,  but  he  was  silent  ^  ^Saxah  coiu 
tinued  to  enforce  her  atgwinents.  .  "Ho- 
body,"  said  8he»'"wiJ^  take  aservantoutof 
Qne.of  those  maauiactocies,  .because  they 
never  have  a  character,  and  what's  a  wo- 
man !witho|2t  a  character  ?i  Why  cliild»  yw 
will  know,  in  time,  she's  nothing  at^  all> 
wnnfe  than  nothing.": 
t '» I  kaov  that  aireadf,"  8at4; WilfiaiBr 
<«.ibt:Serge!tnt  ii8Uaiii.8«iri«o.;'  yes  l  be 
flttd^-  <(  Gn^dleoks  at  the-heurt^  but  mad 
Ipolu  at  the  ehamctcr;  so;always  keep 
youts,BiU."''  . 


I 


.  <*  Tiieo  you  wiU  se^ti  bm  (iway  Mid 

.  Betsey,  w«^ng<  '   « * 

I.  «<  It  is  not^n^'tbat  do«8  it,"  unswered 
the  poor  boy ;  his  heart  aching  with  very 
socrow.  »  .  • 

'  '  .i  la  a.  very  short  time,  a  meeting  among 
the  parisLofiicers  decided  this  point.  Wil- 

i  liam  was^assigned  over  to  a  tanner  in  the 
neighl)oiirlMMKl,  and  Betoejr  consigned  to 
a.Bngle .lady,;  whoie  last  pandi-apprenr 
tiee  had.died  of.  a  .oomplaint  whioh  she 
Inought  into  her  .sorvioe )  and  die-  prbn 

)    tested,  agaioat  zecfiiving  another,  with 

I    gieat  appeajQMioe..  of  justio^  ^<  -who  caiv 

i    ried  death  in  her  £ioei^  • 

»  -  In  truth,,  .poior.  .Betsey,  n^iturally  a 
pretty,  but,  tlelicatei  child,  little  calcu- 
lated apparently  to  .bear  that  **  pitilm 
pelting. of  the  storm,?  which  iiad  assailed 
her  from  tlie  cradle,  was  now  partly  from 

I  her  confinement  to  work  and  hard  usage, 
and  partly  from  fretting  with  the  dread  of 
losing  her  brotbar,  become  so  pale  and 

M  8 
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thiuy  that  there  appeared  little  prospect 
besides ;  and  sanguine  as  the  pocnr  boj 
was»  he  yet  felt  as  if  their  separation 
would  soon  be  eternal. 

But  what  were  the  fears  and  feelings 
of  such  beings  as  these  in  the  eyes  of 
those  around  them?  their  tears  of  an- 
guish,  their  struggle  each  to  support  the 
other,  and  their  last  fond  embrace,  were 
unseen  aiid  disregarded ;  and  while  the 
master  of  the  workhouse  pulled  away  the 
girl  to  the  house  of  her  future  mistress, 
the  constable  undertook  to  ddiver  Wil- 
liam to  his  future  master;  each  paity 
were  unwelcome  guests  at  the  house 
where  they  were  henceforth  to  be  in- 
mates, and  were  received  with  those  looks 
of  unkindness  which  fall  like  ice-bolts  on 
the  warm  bosoms  of  confiding  youth* 


\ 
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CHAF.  III. 

Aii^  little  dunk  tbt 

How  many  feel  this  very  niomcat,  death 

And  iU  iheiad  Tarietleg  of  woe. 

'  sore  pierced  by  wintry  wiudiy 

How  many  shrink  into  the  lordid  but  '  * 

Of  chserksi  jpoYerqr* 

Thomson* 

Mr.Haiidv,  the  person  to  whom  Wililani 
was  heacdbrmnl  to  look  up  to^  ad  the 
master,  it  was  his  duty,  and  the  guardiau, 
it  was  In  privilege  to  ddm, '  wad  a  man 
of  some  property  and  consequence  in  .his 
neighbourhood  j  for  being  dt  an  'ftcttVe 
disposition,  and  possessing  some  talents 
for  buainesil,  he  had  engaged  ki  several 
schemes  for  the  extension  of  his  fortune, 
which  hadt  by  employing  his  poor  neigh, 
hours,  and  increasing  the  inhabitants  of 
the  parish,  tsuided  to  his  importance. 
Amongst  other  speculations,  he  bad 
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lately  taken  a  large  farm,  which  being 
in  another  parish  from  that  in  which  he 
resided,  rendered  him  amenable  to  the 
burden  of  the  new  apprentice  thus 
imposed ;  and  as  the  farm  in  question 
did  not  answer,  William  was  the  more 
Vinwelcome  on  that  account.  It  was  evi- 
dent, that  to  a  man  so  situated,  with 
abundance  of  various  business  on  his 
hands,  a  smart,  intelligent  lad,  ad- 
vancing  towards  twelve,  could  be  bene- 
ficially employed,  and  hardly  fail  of  being 
an  acquisition ;  but  Mr.  Hardy  was  pre« 
determined  to  think  otherways  j  it  was, 
therefore,  no  wonder  that  his  household 
thought  with  him,  and  that  another  pa- 
rish apprentice  should  hold  the  boy  in 
scorn,  even  for  the  very  circumstance, 
which,  by  uniting  their  fortunes,  might  ^ 
have  been  supposed  to  influence  their 
conduct. 

To  add  to  his  mortification  and  sor- 
row, he  heard  from  the  family  such  a 
character  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Jefferies,  the 
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kiy  to  whooi  Betiiy;  wsr  tpptMlifitdy 

tiiat  all  his  fears  on  her.  account  seemed 

ral  mile^  and  the.consciousness^  Jtbat  be 
abieoooldKXidie'nd  support  iMi^.ttii- 
dec  bar  grievances^  .of  whatever  .descripr 
tiontiiey!fnight  be,  wning  hn-liMit  with 
si^guiah.  .  Many  iimas*  dudoig  .the  first 
week  of  bis  abode  at  Mr.  Hardy's,  he 
waa  oa  the  point  of  eoliciting  leave. to 
visit  her ;  but  conscious  of  the  tein^ 
nty  and  iin|ini|i<aety  of.hia  request  .at  so 
early  a  period/  he  refratoed,  aiid  .swal* 

bwinig  the  liimi^  whidi  a  amie  of  siifii^ 

eating  sorrow  brought  into  his  throet»  he 
endeavoured  to  resume  his  employoMit 

with  tliat  air  of  cheerful  industry  and 
satisftctioDt  whioh  he  hoped  would  be 

agreeable  in  the  eye  of  his  master.  ' 

.  But  oQ  the  eeeood  Sabbatic  when  Ihtr 

ill-humour  of  his  first  reception  had 
ahtbed»  he  ihoiigtlt  be  venture  to 
mak^  his  petition,  and  through  the  me- 
dim  of  js'  flsaiA'  servant^  he,  intNUtod 
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permission  to  go  ;  he  was  informed  that 
his  mistress  granted  it»  his  master  being 
cut.  With  joyful  haste  he  traversed  the 
fields,  and  hastened  down  the  road  to* 
wards  that  village,  where  he  now  con- 
sidered all  his  troubles  had  begun,  and 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  house 
that  contained  his  sole  treasure,  he  made 
directly  for  it,  and  knocked  gently  at  the 
back  door,  in  the  hope  that  his  beloved 
sister  herself  would  answer  it. 

"  Who's  there  ?  What  do  you  want  ?*' 
said  a  shrill  voice  from  within.  * 

William  opened  the  door  slowly,  and 
seeing  a  pale  thin  woman,  whom  he  con* 
ceived  to  be  Mrs.  Jelferies*  servant,  he 
made  his  bow,  and  begged  just  to 
speak  to  Betsey.'* 

The  person  he  addressed,  turned  upon 
him  an  eye  of  such  cool  malignity,  even 
%hile  she  calmly  told  him  to  come  in, 
tha^  his  heart  shrunk  under  it  j  her  form 
was  so  meagre,  her  limbs  so  long,  and 
her  features  so  sharp,  he  could  not  help 


• 


tAiM  M  Tiift  wasr.  9261 

dMqfiinitig  btr  to  H  ^icbr  ttefe  iiiA^tin^ 

gied  him  ia  her  mU  in  ordsr  to  dig* 
duNrga  ller  vMMi  iipoM  Jbd 
dcmiod  to  thiwif  tbfttiii^  pMr  tii^yydisiltei? 
was  daiy  ih  the  ftngt  iif  rack  U  fmy  $ 
but  ere  he  had  time  to  maka  iartbsi: 
ooairoeBt,  tbt  miatrist  came*  oc  Mliier 
ruflhed  out  of  the  parlour. 

The  Arm  of  Mrs,  J^fferies  was  wry 
diflfereot  funa  that  of  her  ettomiat  vental^ 

ber  person  was  full,  her  complexion  florid^ 
aad  jber  vteicetilui  the  roamgof  H  «ala» 
raet,  beighiiaed  at  this  luomenli^  as  it  Ap« 
peared,  by  violent  passimi. 

.  So  ^ou  are  com^  too,  you  youi^  vaga* 
bondy  are  yoa?  flray  what  buaineas hmm 
yM  to  come  into  my  iiouse  ?  How  many 
of  |f4  am  i  to  iuivie  te  eat  dbe  apf 
hey  .     .  •  •      . ,  i 

WtUianit  wimtmsd  «t  Jmt  A^baMm 
uud  gesticulation,  retreated  towards  ijm 
immr^  iayifig,  •*  I  begtpivilto,  inaiiiii,  I 

ouiy  just  called*  amkm,  iOM-to-^to^"^ 

seeBfltae^.'' 
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See  Betsey,  indeed !  see  my  shoe  \  I'll 
have  no  such  creatures  about  ray  house, 
coming  peeping  and  prying ;  I  know  who 
sent  you,  you  scoundrel ;  yes,  yes,  I  know 
Tom  Hardy  and  all  his  tricks,  I  do,  1 

"Mr.  Hardy  did  not  send  me,  ma- 

Oh,  he  did  not !  then  you  come  with- 
out leave,  a  pretty  confession !  do  you 
suppose  I  shall  encourage  such  ways? 
No  indeed  !  you  shall  never  see  your  sis- 
ter, {if  so  be  she  is  your  sister,)  that  I 
can  tell  you."  •  * 
•  Mrs.  Hardy  said  I  might  come,  ma- 
dam/' :    .       .  ; 

."Oh,  she  did!  mighty  fine!  Mr^.  Hardy, 
pray  who's  she  ?  Old  Castletree's  daugh- 
ter, the  very  man  that  lent  Tom  Hardy's 
uncle  the  money  for  the  law-suit  against 
my  eldest  brother.  Out  of  my  sight, 
you  impudent  puppy,  how  dare  you  come 
into  my  sight  talking  of  old  Castletreek 
Lere.    Begone,  I  say,  this  moment."  • 
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*  • 

by  dds,  tenreat  of  abuae^  with  the  fAjeott 
of  wiu^the  waa  totaUy  unacgnaiitfud, 
Aad.eoi^iiedonly  to  percaive>..tt)at  the 
jwitual.  fpinity  :betweQa  ius.  nustos  and 
Betaey*8.  mistrestt  would  be.,  {tfoductivo 
jo£  musik  sormw  to  them  .both,;  obeyed 
iojuQctioa  of  the  passionate  wonum  ; 
aud  though  Jus  retceat  .was  made  with^ra*- 
pidity,  iie  was  .yet  aware  that  he  only 
closed  the  door  just  in  time  to  save  Iiim- 
self  irom  something  which  she  had  fioxig 
at  .him  with  violence..  ,    '  r 

.  There  .mm  •  tmail  fiMwIiieh  led  to 
thft  bade  f  part  of  .the  faoms^  wul  han 
poQf  William  coold  mii  help  .littering 
tiU  it  .iiraa.iieail)r.dai:k»  in  the.  h<^e  either 
tbat\:the.  Jadyfa  anger,  would  ebate>  and 
she  .  m«ght-  be  induced  to  recall  him^ 
«i:  that.JSetsey  would,  contrive. to  let  him 
see.her..  He  was  not;finaUy  disappointed^ 
for  just  a&  he  was^  with.a  deep,  sigh,  clos- 
ing the  last  itoor»  the  poor  girl  ran  out  and 
eagerly  thanked  him .  for  a  visit*  which 
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had  met  with  such  a  sad  receplion,  and 
which  she  had  heard  from  her  little  cham* 
ber.  She  cried  all  the  time  she  talked 
to  him,  and  although  it  was  so  dark  he 
could  not  see  her,  yet  he  imagined  she 
looked  ill,  and  was  weaker  than  before, 
She  entreated  him  not  to  venture  on  an- 
other visit,  as  it  would  be  worse  for  her, 
and  perhaps  for  them  both  ;  and  on  his 
return  her  words  seemed  verified. 

Mr.  Hardy  had  spent  the  evening  with 
a  friend,  and  shared  with  him  a  bowl  of 
punch,  which  had  exhilarated  his  spirits, 
and  raised  his  courage  beyond  its  usual 
pitch  ;  he  was  returning  home  when  he 
perceived  somebody  advancing  towards 
his  house ;  and  being  certain  that  his  fa- 
mily were  all  within^  concluded  it  was 
with  no  good  design  ;  he  therefore  stop- 
ped his  horse,  and  with  a  loud  voice  com- 
manded the  person  in  his  pfcth  to  stop 
also.  .  William  instantly  obeyed,  and  at 
the  same  time  gave  his  master  to  under- 
stand, "  that  it  is  was  only  him/' 

4 


«*  Yoil  4  what  •  rigkt-  bave  yon  to  be  . 
out!  Where  iMve  y<m  t)e«ii»  ^  icoirad- 
lel?  Answer  this  metueiit?'' 

"IiMtit  t»  Mis,  JvSSen&k%  Siti  jutt 
to  Bee  — *' 

"  To  old  cat'B,''  e&daiiued  Mr. 
Hardy,  ftt  tiie  same  time  striking  him  a 
vidleot  blow  with  the  but^ud  of  the  whip 
in  his  hand,  which  he  was  about  to  repeat, 
when  his  servant  man  hearing  iiis  voice, 
came  out,  and  was  followed  by  Mrs. 
Hardy,  who  seeing  WiUiam  hold  his 
head,  was  aware  of  his  master's  situation, 
and  said,  my  deary,  ytou  are  not  quite 
right  to-night,  I  gave  the  boy  leave  to  go 
dut;  to  be  fiure  be  is  nUter.hte,  but 
tliat  flUnatttfed  woumui'  vcrf  likaiy  would 
net  let  him  see  fait  pocKT  sater*" 

-  <•  ISiaXBBr  toe  ^nut  ifeter'si.  Mr8»  Haidy, 
nuMty  in  my  hou«e  skaU  go  -  aaer  km^fy 
thai'saU  i  have  to  say  f  but  m.£ag  this  vi^ 
gabond  clear  my  hejuue  of  him  pre* 
se&Uy  i  to-morrow  morning  I'll  go  to  Jus* 
tice  Greenhorn's,  and  get  him  sent  to  sea  ; 
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Gunner's  an  honest  fellow^  he  told  me 
'twas  the  only  way  with  him," 

So  saying,  he  turned  and  gave  William: 
two  or  three  smart  lashes  with  the  whip, 
which  he  still  held  in  his  hand,  notwith- 
standing the  anxious  interference  of  his 
wife,  whom  he  finally  quarrelled  with  in 
turn ;  but  William  creeping  up  into  his 
cock-loft,  only  heard  as  the  last  words 
of  his  master,  "  that  on  the  morrow,  so 
sure  as  he  lived*  he  should  be  sent  to  sea 
for  an  idle  vagabond."  ;  ' 

,  The  smart  of  his  wounds,  and  the 
deeper  pain  of  his  mind,  prevented  the 
poor  boy  from  thinking  of  reposing.  As 
he  sat  ruminating  on  t!ie  floor,  the  light 
of  the  rising  moon  by  degrees  shone  in- 
to his  humble  lodging,  and  made  him  sen- 
sibleofthe  lapse  of  time.  "  In  two  or 
three  hours,"  said  he,  "all  the  family 
will  be  stirring,  and  I  shall  be  taken 
away,  and  sent  to  a  life  I  loathe  ;  all 
hope  of  change  or  relief  will  then  be 
over,  I  cannot  escape  from  ship-board  ; 


BOW  I  can  be  free,  and  I  ttiff ;  8erg«MfF 
Hitlaiii  hinMll^  could  iiol  hUaie  me/'-  ^  ^ 
With  these  words  he  sprung  up,  and 
taking  off  Jiis  sboes^-ran  nimUy  down 
stairs,  and  let  himself  out  at  the  kitchen' 
door,  and  thenoe  Ui  a  riiort  time  reached 
tlie  high  road,  on  which  he  walked 
ftst  as.  be-'was.abie,-  tia  heart  beating 
violently  all  the  time,,  and  his  whole 
frame  agitated  by  a  seme^of  error,  over- 
come only  by  the  fear  of  greater  miseries 
than  he  had  yet  endured.  . 
•  When  William  had  walked  far  enough 
fiom  hia  tate  home,  to-be^  out  of  the  sight 
of  any  of  its  inhabitantSt  he  recollected 
kimsetf  so  flir  as  to  turn  onee  moretowardtf 
that  of  bi^  sister^  where  be  arrived  still  in 
the  dec^  of  night.  A<  UtHe  dog  within 
beard  his  footsteps^  and  b^n  to  bark,  a 
circumstance  he*  scarcely  regretted  as-  h6 
wished  so  far  to  disturb  his  sister,  as  to 
give  her  notice  of  hiii  departure ;  but 
his  wishes  were  frustrated^  and  aflef 
•lingering  about  until  day-break,  he  was 
^eloct^ntiy  compelled  to  .withdraw,  ooDi 
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scious  that  he  had  now  passed  all  bounds 
of  forgiveness,  and  that  his  master  and 
tlie  justice  would  be  indeed  furnished 
with  an  excellent  reason  for  sending  him 
on  9hip.board. 

Yet  to  forsake  Betsey  as  it  were  by  a 
deed  of  his  own,  appeared  cruel ;  and 
many  a  piercing  sigh  escaped  his  lips,  and 
many  a  broken  ejaculation  rose  from  his 
heart,  as  he  turned  to  gaze  again  for  the 
last  time,  on  the  house  where  she  now 
enjoyed, perhaps  in  sleep,  a  happier  dream 
of  him  ;  and  at  length  he  found  himself 
compelled  to  run  down  a  steep  hill, 
which  was  an  effectual  barrier  to  that 
world  where  he  had  lingered  too  long 
for  his  own  safety* 

William  continued  to  walk  in  a  direct 
line  until  he  found  himself  completely 
wearied  and  overcome  with  hunger  and 
fatigue,  when  leaving  the  high-road  he 
sought  in  the  meadows  for  a  safe  resting- 
place,  and  was  not  long  before  he  found 
a  little  hovel  into  which  he  crept.  But 
alas !  hunger  is  no  friend  to  sleep ;  and 
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aomitkBtaiidiqg  thft  poor  boy's  wearinetSy 
ftms  aomt  itee  h^tmm  Im  fttand  «M 

j^KMe  ufcttsary  to  nlieire  Im  whiajf 
lanhi^  Unhappily  for  hfan  it  was  im^ 
ourly  ipaiog,  wad  tha  aartlLyidded  Mi* 
ther  berry,  nor  ptifaa,  which  omid  su8« 
tmiiS^  aa  that  iiiiao  lie  awd(^  he faltt 
ia  all  its  terrible  cravings^  that  hunger 
aliieli  aa  a  giieMMe  thoia  only  ma  pro* 
perly  estimate,  who  like  him  have  been 
iiigaatad  te  tha  enluiaMa  of  it. 

To  add  to  his  present  affliction,  it  was 

mnr  navly  daxk»  and  the  coUMry  aroyiid 

thinly  inbabbad,  so  that  it  was  scarcely 
laohablft  tiiat  he  cmU  aMiva  at  any 
home  to  beg  a  morsel  of  ftod  before 
thi  &mUj  had  raCire4  to  Mb  Urged 
hy  hia  wants,  and  relieved  from  his 
^aBviMM,  hefaowef^'dalaffttliiiad  to  try, 
and  as  he  liad  ceased  to  fear  pursuity 
ftilH^  indeed  tfiat  nbne  carad  fbr  him 
sufficiently  to  follow  him  through  the 
night,  hefetnned  to  die  md, 
^  aontinued  walking,  untii  his  strength 
was  quite  exhausted,  before  he  saw  any 
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building  resembling  a  house ;  and  when  at 
length  .  he  reached  a  little  row  of  neat 
cottages  by  the  road  side,  he  perceived 
that  all  were  silent,  and  the  inhabitants, 
buried  in  slumber,  could  neither  listen  to 
his  complaints,  nor  relieve  .his  distresses.  ' 

If  our  poor  wanderer  had  not  been  al- 
ready a  veteran  in  suffering,  such  was 
the  extremity  of  his  want  at  this  time, 
that  he  would  undoubtedly  have  made 
an  effort  for  relief  by  claiming  assist- 
ance from  his  fellow-creatures.  But 
ill  as  he  was,  William  did  not  consider 
himself  dying,  and  he  apprehended  that 
anger  for  disturbing  them,  was  full  as 
likely  to  be  the  consequence  of  awak- 
ing them,  as  pity  for  his  wants;  and 
the  idea  of  being  given  up  to  his  late 
master  as  an  idle  and  worthless  va- 
grant,  still  operated  on  his  mind  with 
all  the  train  of  punishment  iq  ^  their 
power  to  bestow. 

He  therefore  sat  down,  and  nestling 
under  the  walls  of  the  houses,  patiently 


• 
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awaited  the  return  of  day ;  and  when  at 
length  the  mom*  aroie,'  'with  laMwed 
hopes  and  fears,  listened  to  the  move- 
menf  8  of  the  labourer,  *  anH  *  oomideied 
bow  to  awaken  compassion  ibr  his  cir- 
ctittistaiicesy  withcMit  smpiekm  to  hk 
^tttuation*  While  thus  revolving  in  his 
amid,  a  heavy  stage '  coaeh  was;heard 
9]^oaching,  and  the  passengers,  roused 
by  the  bright  beams  of  the  'sbn,  began 
to  look;  out  of  the  irindows.  In  daitag 
this  a  lady  who  had  probably  been  eating 
buns  or  biscuits,  shook  the- handercfaief 
ovt  of  the  window  which  had  contained 
theor,  and  the  welcome  sight  of  thofaUog 
crumbs  induced  pocwr  William  to  start, 
oa  bia  ieet  and  make'  ioibantlj  46.'  tho 
place  J  but  ere  he  approached,  conscious 
bow  verf  iasufficieiit^  this  mpply  mm 
be,  he  pulled  off  his  hat  and  approached 
Uie.vehioteittabeggptf^  .The  ooaiBh  5*as 
dowly  dragging  up  a  hill|  and  the  lady 
bidtime.to  obeerM  Mau-  Lookuig  oiit» 
with  a  solemn  voice  she  thus  replied  to 
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the  fiknl  appeal  made  b^r  tb«  starviog 
boy  and  hit  i^liiM  hat.  | 
G9  home,  efaild»  and  ^7  for  the , 
gfooe  of  God." 

The  momcait  a£fcflr»  a  genlleinaii  viio 
sat  oppoaite  to  her,  threv  WiUiMQ  a  m-  j 
ponce  into  his  haL 

«<  Your  chanty  is  niaplaced*  Sir«"  avA 
the  lady^    You  hare  misled  the  young 
by  biame^le  eacaasagfita&mL** 
.  **  X  did  Dot  mean  to  be  cbaiit8bM| 
Ha*am>  it  did  not  enter  my  bead  ail" 
•-lfo,Sir?»>  j 
*<  No,  Ma'am,  I  meiriely  meant  to  xk-  I 
mind  you  of  what  St.  James  tell^  us>  | 
about  saying  to  the  poor,  **  be  ye  wanned  | 
;ixui  med'y*'-  but  vifeUMddtng  the  imaiB^ 
yoo  hwig  baen  piaaahiiig  tg.mfcail  p%ht^  ' 
90  «How  fne  to  piactifla  in  the  aurniiig  1 
iiMT  yoor  iqatiuotioa*" 

WiUia»  teok  the  thqmiat  mkh  eyv  1 
of  gliateniag  gcatituda^  but  aihiia  hs  ; 
oaffet'uily  taaayuredit,  the.  wants  oi'  natao 

*AfiMt. 


Digitized  by  Google 


'  TAUM  or  TSB  PBIMV..  M$ 

urged  him  to  gatlier  the  crunbs  which 
bad  juat  Mlokt  with  sok  avidity  which 
afiected  thd  outside  pMSADgers,  and  a 
number  of  half-penoe  were  intt80tlb)r 
aiiowered  about  him.  tfy  the  Ume 
William  had  collected  this  treasure,  the 
cottages  were  opened,  the  labourers 
inttied  out,  and  iu  a  short  time  a  basin 
of  whoLeaome  milk  imd  a  slice  of  bread 
were  once  au>re  in  the  hands  of  the 
punishing  boy. 

William  husbanded  his  little  property, 
and  as  his  object  was  to  get  com^etely 
beyond  the  pnobafoility  of  pursuit  (aU 
though  bis  thoughts  mnae  perpetual^ 
cliwbd  betwMn  deiires  for  his  owti 
safety  and  the  pamc  oi  residing  turn 
peer  filet8ey)»  he  oeattaiied  to  lem  the 
coiUitcy.  where  ha  had  been  stationed, 
(w^ich  .waa  Lanoashixe)  and  by  degrees 
he  became  iar  adF^mced  in  the  Wes^ 
ridmg  4)f  Yqrk^ire,  where,  perceiving 
the  country  very  populous,  and  abound- 
ing in  all  tl^  necessaries  ,  of  life,  he 
Yfished  to  remain,  «ati4:if  possible  pick 
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lip  the  means  of  existence  by  any  em- 
ployment within  his  stength  and  ability, 
/:  Coals  being  very  plentiful,  and  gene- 
rally laid  down  in  loads  at  the  street 
doors,  and  afterwards  got  in  by  poor 
people,  afforded  him  in  towns  the  means 
of  food,  but  he  rarely  was  able  to  pay 
even   the  trifle  demanded  for  a  poor 
lodging;  and  if  at  any  time  he  ventured  to 
beg,  he  was  threatened,  as  of  old,  with 
being  sent  to  his  own  parish,  or  to  seaj 
90  that  as  soon  as  advancing  summer 
promised  work  in  the  fields,  he  left  the 
town,  and  endeavoured  to  gain  little  jobs 
by  assisting  farmers*  servants,  holding 
horses  on  tlie  road,  or  in  any  way  work- 
ing  ;  he  was  never  a  niggard  of  his  toil, 
and  where  the  means  of  helping  any  one 
in  his  power   occurred,  he   not  only 
readily  accorded  it,  but  really  rejoiced 
in   it.  '  Alas !    unhappy  and   cut  off 
from  society  as  he    was,    and  often 
led  to  the   very  gates  of  despair  by 
the  forlornness  of  his  situation,  to  be 
able  in  the  slightest  degree  to  assist 
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mother,  gave  bkn  a  little  importance  in 

iu8  own  eyes  ^  it  re-united  biai  to  that 
Qttore  'from  which  misfortune  had  exiled 
im,  and  told  him,  wretched  and  isolated 
tt  he  was,  yet  a  link  still  bound  him  to 
liumanity;  he  was  not  <<one  of  the  beasts 
that  perish/*  *         •  ' 

Long  before  this,  time,  his  shoes  had 
been  completely  worn  out,  and  though 
the  charitable  had,  from  time  to  time^ 
given  him  a  pair  of  old  ones,  he  had 
Ibund  himself  so  much  mdre  comfortable 
i^ithout  them,  tliat  after  a  short  trial  he 
had  left  them  behind  him ;  but  one  day, 
^arly  in  his  wanderings,  being  requested 
by  an  old  woman'  who  gathered  watef* 
cresses  to  give  a  pair  he  was  pulling  off 
to  her,'  he  was  led  to  examine  her,  and 
finding,  that  from  the  scantiness  of  her 
dottthing,  and  her  advanced  age,  that  she 
was  more  deplorably  situated  than  himself 
he  piilled  off  his  ragged  stockings,  and 
gave  her  4hcm^  also,  concluding  that  as 
his  feet  were  now  completely  inured  to 
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the  weather  his  legs  would  soon  be  in 
the  same  happy  condition. 

Farther  than  these  unavoidable  ap- 
pearances of  beggary,  William  endea- 
voured to  look  as  decent  as  he  could;  and 
as  he  had  been  accustomed  from  bis 
birth  to  observe  personal  appearances 
attended  to,  it  was  certain  he  preserved 
them  even  in  beggary  longer  than  many 
could  have  done ;  and  his  frequent  habit 
of  washing  his  hands  and  face,  and  bath- 
ing whenever  he  had  an  opportunity, 
contributed  greatly  to  his  health,  and  still  i 
more  to  that  resolution  and  cheerfulness 
which  enabled  him  to  exist  under  so  many 
privations,  without  doing  one  act  which  | 
disgraced  him.     In  the  midst  of  the 
sharpest  poverty,  and  possessing  abilities 
for  contrivance,  and  courage  for  execu- 
tion, he  yet,   "  kept  his  hands  from 
picking  and  stealing,**  and  his  heart 
open  to  the  affections  and  charities  of 
his  nature.    In  his  lonely  rambles  and  i 
solitary  hiding-places,  he  retraced  the 
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maxims  of  the  good  sergeant }  and  itn- 
perfecily  as  they  were  traced,  and  oddly 
as  they  were  combinedt  yet  were  they 
a  mine  of  wealth  to  him,  from  whence 
•  he  drew  the  solace  and  the  treasure  of 
existence. 

When  the  hay-making  time  came  on* 
William  fondly  hoped  that  he  should  be 
well-employed ;  but  as  he  was  too  youngs 
and  in  fact  too  weak,  on  trial,  to  be  con- 
sidered a  labourer,  he  found  himself 
foiled  in  this  hope,  and  at  the  time  he 
presented  himself,  as  we  have  seen,  in  the 
fields  of  Farmer  f'orrester^  be  had  beea 
for  several  days  employed,  rather  than 
rewardedt  and  was  reduced  to  live  priiK 
cipally  on  ears  of  unripe  corn,  field-pease, 
or  other  similar  produce^  though  he 
Was  ever  ready  to  lend  a  hand  on  every 
occasion.  Yet  never  tiH  now  had  tte 
voice  of  sympathy  touched  his  heart, 
even  where  help  had  been  administered 
to  him  ;  it  was  therefore  no  wonder  that 
^  kindness  of  Elizabeth  was  grateifiil 

'  N  2  .  * 
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to  his  feelings  as  the  dews  of  Heaven  to 
the  parched  soil,  and  that  he  followed 
her  u  by  instinct  io  Uie  lowlj  dwelling 
where  heir  husband  was  already  awaiting 
her  return:  ' 

Thou  art  very  late  to-night?"  said 
Joseph  Allen  to  his  wife  as  she  enta%d, 
in  a  complaining  tone* 
*  «  I  have  had  an  accident,*'  said  Betty 
holding  up  her  hand,  *^  but  it  is  not  a 
bad  one." 

So  much  the  better }  but  what  brings 

>  '  »  , 

that  lad  ?    He  seems  a  strange  raga* 

r 

muffin."  • 

He  is  u  very  poor  creature,  sure 
enough^  but  that's  no  reason  for  us  to  slight 
him,  Joseph  —  there  was  a  time  when  He 
who  made  heaven  and  earth  had  not 
where  to  lay  his  head/*  ;  •  -  ' 
'  Umph/^  said  Joseph,  very  sur%, 
turning  into  the  house,  for  he  did  not 
know  what  to  say,  being  Very  anxious  fty 
appear,"  and  indeed  to  be  as  good  as  his 
wife,  but  by  n6  means'  inclined  to  show 
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m  m 

his  goodness  in  the  same  way;  he  often 
thought  Betty  more  charitable  than  a 
woman  in  such  circumstances  ought  to 
;  h&;  but  as  she  was  very  industrious  and 

m 

healthy,  whereas  he,  though  willing  to 
work,  was  sickly  ;  as  she  had  brought 
him  no  child,  and  one  which  he  had  by  a 
former  wife  was  taken  care  of  by  that 
,  wife's  sister,  Betty  was  alwa^  furnished 
i  with  so  many  good  reasons  for  her  con- 
duct, that  Joseph  knew  not  bow  to  reply, 
ooosistent  with  his  {urofession  as  a  reli- 
gious man.  Moreover  Joseph  was  sin- 
cerely attached  to  Betty,  who,  although 
considerably  younger  than  himself,  was 
in  every  sense  a  most  excellent  w^e  and 
desirable  companion  to  him  $  he  there* 
fore  more  general^  contented  himself 
with  finding  fault  with  her  conduct,  than 
absolutely  thwarting  her  wishes,  and  in- 
stead of  preventing  her  from  ibllowing 
the  pursuit  he  disapproved,  he  only  ren- 
dered her  unhappy  in  the  prosecution 
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of  it.  A  kind  of  silent  persecution  to 
which  many  people  subject  their  de- 
pendents, who  would  not  for  the  world 
be  thought  deficient  in  the  characteristics 
of  a  true  Christian,  although  nothing  can 
be  more  incompatible  with  the  simpli- 
city, affability,  forbearance  and  openness 
of  that  spirit,  which  Christianity  teaches. 

Betty  beckoned  William  to  come  for- 
ward, and  pointed  to  a  three-legged  stool, 
which  stood  so  close  to  the  threshold 
that  in  permitting  him  to  sit  down  upon 
it,  she  scarcely  could  be  said  to  invite 
him  into  the  house  of  her  husband  whom 
she  desired  at  once  to  propitiate  in  his 
favour,  and  yet  to  obey  as  her  own  law- 
ful lord  and  the  just  controller  of  her 
conduct.    Had  this  poor  woman  been 
asked  to  define  her  feelings,  or  explain 
her  sentiments  at  this  time,  it  is  certain 
she  would  have  been  unable  to  do  it ; 
nevertheless  they  were  those  of  the  truest 
delicacy,  the   most   noble  compassion, 
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and  would  have  done  honour  to  the 
most  polished  and  enh'ghtened  female  in 
the  highest  rank  of  life. 

"The  first  care  of  Elizabeth  was  to  pre- 
pare the  supper  which  she  was  conscious 
Joseph  had  occasion  for ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  state  of  her  hand  made  this 
a  painful  exertion,  she  executed  it  with  ce- 
kntyf  and  placed  it  before  him  with  a 
good-tempered  wish;  but  she  did  not  ap* 
pearindined  to  take  her  own  portion^ 
until  Joseph,  having  somewhat  appeased 
his  hunger,  tnyited  her,  in  a  tone  whidi 
indicated  returning  kindness;  and  the 
second  time  he  spoke  was  with  the  ad« 
ditiouy  Thee  can'st  give  the  lad  some 
if  thou  likest*'* 

Elizabeth  gave  William  a  portion  of  the 
potatoes  which  she  had  mashed  for  sup- 
.  per ;  and  when  he  had.  eaten  them,  she 
told  him  there  was  a  little  shed  at  the 
hack  of  the  house,  where  he  might  sleep 
if  he  liked ;  it  would  keep  him  from 
the  weather,  adding,    if  i/ou  have  no  ob- 
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jection,  Joseph."  «  Not  I/'  answered  the 
husband,  laconically. 

When  Betty  showed  William  the  al- 
most roofless  ruins  of  her  pig-stye,  she 
pressed  him  not  to  go  away  in  the  morn- 
ing, to  which  he  thankfully  agreed  ;  but 
her  heart  was  very  full  when  she  bade 
him  good  night ;  and  on  her  return  into 
the  cottage,  the  tears  were  running  down 
her  cheeks.  Joseph  was  softened,  for 
Betty  was  a  woman  who  always  struggled 
to  overcome  her  feelings,  he  was  therefore 
aware  that  they  were  very  acute  at  this 
moment,  and  certain  recollections  about 
the  last  tears  he  had  seen  her  shed,  came 
over  him.  "  This  beggar  lad  has  been 
filling  thy  head  with  some  fine  tale,  I 
see,"  said  he. 

"  He  has  told  me  nothing  but  truth,  I 
am  certain,"  said  she,  and  I  do  think 
a  deal  about  him,  that  I  cannot  deny ; 
poor  child,  his  father  was  killed  in  Ame- 
rica." 
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'  *'More  Uie  pity»  but  wie  can't  help 
that." 

.  **  His  mother  has  forsaken  him."  : 
•  "More  shame  for  ker,  but  what  can 
we  do?"  .  •  .  . 

«  We  can  do  every,  thing,  Joseph,  if 
:you  please,  we  can  take  him  and  make 
a  m^a  of  him ;  he  will  soon  be  able  to 
earn  his  own.  bread,  he  can  begin  to  make 
bricks  directly ;  and  if  he  could  get  to 
vork  at  the  furnace  with  you,  he  would 
Joon  earn  money he  might  be  a  son  - 

a  comfort  to  us  both.** 
'  **  He  can  never  be  a  son  of  mine,  but 
lif  diou  choosest  to  burden  thyself  with 
him,  why  do  $  that's  all.  its  not  much 
to  me,  when  I'm  pretty  middling,  and  if 
i  am  bad  again,  the  Lord  will,  I  trus^ 
provide  for  me  $  the  poor-house  is  open, 
tbat's  a  comfort  ;  'tis  a  plain  caise  thee 
jliad  nM^her  work  for  a  stranger,  than  for 
:me.'* 

.  Betty's  face  for  a  moment  dashed  with 
^Qg^  at  this  ungenerous  conclusion,  but 
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she  checked  all  speech,  remembering, 
that,   "  a  mild  answer  turneth  away 
-wrath  j"  and  as  soon  as  she  could  speak 
without  any  tone  of  complaint,  or  vex- 
ation, she  thus  addressed  him, 

"  I  must  own,  Joseph,  I  could  like 
very  much  to  take  this  poor  lad,  for  it 
seems  as  if  the  Lord  had  cast  him  in  my 
way,  to  supply  to  me  the  want  of  a  son, 
which  is  undoubtedly  a  blessing,  and  I 
think  I  have  the  more  right  to  take  him, 
because  your  sister-in-law  never  allowed 
me  to  be  a  mother  to  your  child.  I 
therefore  honestly  own,  that  if  you  allow 
me  to  keep  him  here,  I  will  be  very 
thankful  j  but  if  he  become  troublesome, 
to  you,  or  burdensome  to  me,  so  far  as 
to  hinder  me  from  doing  my  duty  to  you, 
I  declare,  Joseph,  most  solemnly,  I  will 
part  with  him  immediately.** 

"If  he  were  sick,  couldst  thee  turn 
him  out,  hey?'* 

Betty  could  only  answer  this  question 
«<  by  trusting  in  God,  that  he  would  not 


I 


XAUKS  OF  THE  PBIOaX.  3!75 

be  sick/^  and  although  Joseph  oondidefed 
tlie  idea  altogether  imprudent»  yet  he  too 
was  unwilling  to  show  any  deficiency  in 
fiiih  ;  he  therefore  gave  a  reluctant  cop- 
sent  5  and  Betty,  thankful  for  obtaining 
any,  lifted  up  her  heart  in  thankfulness 
to  God^  silently  resolving,  that  according 
to  her  utmost  she  would  be  such  a  mother 
to  one  party  as  she  had  been  a  wife  to 
the  other;  and  not  doubting  but  that 
the  great  Father  of  them  all»  would  pro* 
vide  ior  thrai  all. 

Yet  happy  as  she  felt,  she.  was  prudent 
enough  to  permit  the  poor  boy  to 
remain  in  his  present  hovel,  rather  than 
by  a  hasty  and  joyful  welcome,  she 
should  increase  tiie  suspicions  Joseph 
seemed  willing  to  entertain;  and  although 
her  own  night  was  rendered  sleepless,  > 
she  pernnitted  him  to  prove  the  truth 
<tf  his  promise  $  and  accordipgly,  when 
she  arose,  he  was  standing  by  her  thres« 
hold,  willing  to  receive  assistance  and 
thankful  for  it,  but  not  intruding  upon 
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her  for  it,  —  he  was  silent,  but  not  sch^ 
lowi'ul^  an  air  of  quiet  confidence  and 
unobtrusive  gratitude .  marked  his  man* 
ners. 

JBut  when  Betty,  taking  him  by  the 
hand  with  an  air  of  solemn  kindness,  and 
afiecting,  but  not  painful  seriousness,  led 
him  forward,  and  told  him  that  so  long 
as  he  was  obedient;  and  industrious,  he 
should  live  in  her  house,  and  be  to  her 
as  a  son ;  he  listened  with  a  look  of  such 
intense  anxiety,  as  of  a  blessing  he  wished 
to  secure,  yet  hardly  dared  to  enjoy,  that 
Joseph  himself,  just  then  entering  the 
room,  owned,  ^<  it  was  wonderful  to  see^^ 
and  bade  him  good  morrow,  in  a  tone 
that  convinced  him  he  might  venture  to 
believe^  and  with  a  voice  choaked  with 
.  emotion^  he  endeavoured  to  stammer 
out  his  thsmks  ibr  the  goodness  he  ex- 
perienced, and  a  promise  of  deserving  it 
by  every  attention  in  his  powen 

Elizabeth  had  not  taken  this  chaige 
upon  herself,  without  calculating  on  her 
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means  of  doing  it^  although  great  confi- 
dence in  the  Divine  goodness  had  doubts 
less  been  her  chief  reliance^  yet  she  de« 

'  termined  so  to  commence  her  new  duties, 
that  m  after-reckoning  should  warrant 
either  the  blame  of  her  husband,  or  the 
reproaches  of  her  adopted  son*  Accord- 
ingljr,  when  she  had  made  the  boiled 

1  milk  for  her  husband's  breakfast/  and  her 
own,  she  made  a  large  bason  of  hasty 
pudding,  which  is  at  once  a  nutri- 
tive and  cheap  diet,  for  William,  and 
which  being  given  in  cleanliness  and 
cmnforty  was  to  him  a  most  desirable 
portion* 

In  a  very  few  days,  by  the  care  of 
Elizabeth,  poor  William  was  initiated 
into  the  art  of  brick-making,  and^  con- 
stituted  one  of  gang,*  who,  with  many 
others,  were  then  working  in  that  neighs 
bourhood* 

As  an  employment,  this  was  particu- 

*  A  gani;  of  Brickmakm  emmta  of  three  personi. 
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larly  unpleasant  to  him,  on  account  of 
the  unavoidable  dirtiness  it  imposed ;  but 
being  not  only  determined  to  learn  to 
work,  but  conscious  that  his  new  and 
worthy  mother  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  his  obedience,  he  complied  with  cheer- 
fulness, and  soon  became  so  remarkably 
expert  at  the  trade,  that  he  took  nearly 
as  much  money  as  the  most  experienced 
brick-maken 

When  returning  from  his  labour,  the 
knowledge  that  he  had  a  home  to  which 
he  could  look,  a  clean  bed  on  which  he 
could  repose,  and  a  hearty  welcome, 
filled  his  heart  with  joy  and  gratitude ; 
and  these  sensations  he  felt  in  a  stronger 
degree,  and  with  a  sweeter,  livelier  emo- 
tion, when  on  the  following  Sunday, 
Elizabeth  having,  by  expending  all  the 
late  gains  of  the  harvest,  procured  him 
shoes  and  other  necessaries,  took  him  to 
the  meeting-house,  and  admitted  him  to 
kneel  between  her  and  Joseph. 

Long  harassed  and  despised,  a  wretch- 
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ed  outcast,  and  forsaken  wanderer,  no 
wonder  that  the  youthful  heart  of  William 
expanded  to  the  sense  of  joy  and  grati- 
tude awakened  by  this  change  ^  and  that 
in  the  ardent  addresses  of  the  officiating 
preacher  his  heart  ascended  with  a  fer* 
vour  of  devotion  never  felt  till  now, 
save  when  his  prayer  was  offlfered  for  the 
good  sergeant,  whom,  at  this  momenta  he 
also  remembered  with  the  most  lively 
gratitude. 

But  there  was  one  still  more  dear,  for 
whom  he  besought  that  Divine  goodness^ 
on  which  he  now  relied  with  firmness  } 
this  was  poor  Betsey,  on  whom  he  per« 
petually  thought,  not  less  desirous  of 
hearing  of  her  welfare^  than  of  conveys 
ing  her  the  welcome  intelligence  of  his 
own.  Elizabeth  had  promised  to  procure 
a  friend  to  write  to  the  village  where  she 
resided,  and  as  William  perceived  that 
in  the  little  congregation  now  assembled, 
every  one  appeared  intimately  acquainted 
with  their  neighbours'  affidrsi  he  ventured 
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to  remiDd  Elizabeth  of  bis  sister }  and  true 
to  her  promise,  she  immediately  applied 
to  the  daughter  of  a  farmer,  who  pro-, 
mised  to  make  all  possible  enquiry. 

'  The  portion  of  learning  in  our  little 
family  it  will  be  perceived  was  very 
small}  the  master  of  it  could  neither 
read  nor  write,  but  his  wife  could  read 
pretty  tolerably,  although  a  stranger  to 
the  use  of  the  pen.  Our  poor  beggar 
boy,  under  the  care  of  the  sergeant;  had 
at  one  time  read  very  well,  and  began  to 
cypher  a  little,  but  it  was  now  so  long 
since  .he  had  even  seen  a  book,  that  he 
dreaded  to  find  that  his  knowledge  in 
this  respect  was  flown*  Happily  a  very 
short  time  enabled  him  to  read  as  well 
*  as  ever  he  had  done,  and  Betty's  well- 
worn  Bible  became  a  fund  of  delight  to 
him  and  edification  to  his  protectors  j  and 
when  to  this  was  added  an  old  copy  of 
the  Pilgrim's  Progress  long  hoarded  by 
Joseph  as  the  prefer ty  of  his  former 
wife,  their  pleasure  was  inconceivable  i 
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Sitting  all  together,  their  knees  meeting, 
their  eyes  glitteniDg»  and  their  hearts 
glowing^  every  word  read  by  the  boy 
conveyed  either  knowledge  or.  delight ; 
and  although  many  a, literal  interpret- 
ation was  given  to  an  emblematical  figure, 
and  many  a  conclusion  drawn,  unwar* 
ranted  by  knowledge,  and  sometimes 
perhaps  at  war  with  common  sena^ 
yet  so  much  of  holy  fiutb,  pious  hope, 
and  universal  love,  w:as  awakened  in 
thcar  bosoms,  that  to  a  philanthropic 
mind  it  was  sweet  to  contemplate  them* 
At  these  times,  all  of  asperity  in  Joseph's 
temper  was  completely  banished,  till 
earth-born  cares,  and  earth-born  occupa- 
ti<^^,  by  renewing  the  rememberance  of 
his  poverty,  renewed  the  fears  that  be- 
bng  to  poverty.  Though  he  could  not 
read,  he  was  by  no  means  so  ignorant  as 
might  have  been  expected  f  for  his  me- 
mory being  very  tenacious,  and  his  ipind 
much*  exercised  on  religious  subjects,  be 
scarcely  ever  forget  any  sermon,  chapter^ 
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or  serious  discourse ;  and  his  knowledge 
of  scripture  history  far  exceeded  that 
of  many  people  who  are  masters  of  much 
time  and  extensive  libraries.  Elizabeth's 
knowledge,  like  that  of  her  husband,  was 
confined  to  the  book  of  God,  which  she 
had  studied,  till  it  might  be  said  that 
every  page  wasimprinted  on  her  very  heart. 
In  every  species  of  trial,  in  every  hour  of 
rejoicing,  and  under  all  kinds  of  difficul- 
ties and  embarrassments,  she  had  rCf 
course  to  this  medium  of  consolation, 
joy,  or  information  J  and  her  habit  render- 
ed this  mode  of  guidance  as  valuable  to 
her  now,  as  her  principles  had  done  in 
earlier  days ;  it  was  the  very  food  and 
essence  of  her  mental  existence,  at  once 
the  beginning  and  end  of  her  views,  the 
life  of  her  life. 

Being  naturally  a  clever,  sprightly  wo- 
man, who,  born  under  more  favourable 
circumstances,  would  probably  have  been 
considered  a  woman  of  talents,  it  was 
no  wonder  that  her  imagination  some* 
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times  mingled  its  suUime,  but  undi* 

rected  flights^  too  tar  iu  subjects  of  such 
awful  import;  or  that  she  was  apt  to 
quote  from  the  sacred  text  too  much 
upon  all  possible  occasions.     In  doing 
this»  Elizabeth  lay  open  to  the  charge  of 
hypocrisy  and  enthusiasm,  from  those 
who  did  not  comprehend  that  taste,  not 
affectation  influenced  her  language,  and 
a  warmth  of  devotion,  perhaps  inconcdv- 
able  to  them^  yet  compatible  with  a 
sound  understanding,  directed  her  ac^ 
tions.     Whatever  they  might  adjudge 
h^r,  by  comparing  her  with  others  who 
pretend  to  similar  conduct  or  manners, 
it  is  however  certain,  that  she  was  nei* 
.  ther  a  dissembler,  nor ,  a  ianatic,  but  a 
simple,  well-meaning,  and  truly  pious 
woman,  capable  of  more  self-denial,  gene» 
rosity,  activity  and  patience,  than  many 
of  much  higher  claims  and  superior  ad- 
vantages. 

The  happy  calm  enjoyed  for  a  yery 

fihort  time  in  Joseph  Allen's  family,  was 
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but  the  forerunner  of  violent  storms  and 
bitter  persecutions,  which  assailed  them 
in  consequence  of  their  charitable  action 
to  poor  William,  It  was  declared  by 
many  of  their  neighbours  to  be  an  act 
of  "  most  shameful  and  unjust  pride,  it 
being  well  known  that  Joseph  being 
though  industrious,  a  slow  workman, 
could  scarcely  maintain  himself,  and 
Betty  though  she  spun  all  winter  and 
worked  at  husbandry  in  summer,  had 
quite  enough  to  do  with  her  earnings.*' 
Others  maintained  that  the  boy  was  taken 
to  make  a  show  of  being  religious,  and 
even  many  of  her  own  sect  inveighed 
bitterly  against  it,  as  having  taken  a  re- 
probate and  vagabond  to  her  arms,  when 
she  might  have  succoured  the  child  of  a 
believer.  But  what  was  worst  of  all,  the 
parish  officers  at  length  interfered  and 
threatened  the  wanderer  with  sending 
him  back  to  the  place  where  he  came 
from. 

To  that  place  poor  William  had  now  a 
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» 

greater  aversion  than  ever,iii  consequence 

of  the  information  conveyed  in  answer 
to  Bettj^s  inqoires»  that  the  parish 
apprentice  of  Miss  Jeffbries  was  dead/* 
If  poor  Betsey  were  indeed  gone,  the 
world  was  to  him  a  complete  blank  be« 
yond  the  walls  which  gave  him  refuge, 
and  the  place  where  she  met  her  £skte 
doubly  hateful,  since  he  was  persuaded 
that,  ill  usage  had  iacilitated  her  death* 
Sometimes  the  recollection  that  the 
former  apprentice  died  in  Miss  Jefferiea' 
service,  induced  him  to  believe  there 
was  some  mistake^  and  this^  in  the 
moment  of  hope  to  which  youth  ever 
ibndiy  clings,  he  would  urge  to  his  adopt- 
ing mother ;  but  Betty,  who  did  not 
doubt-  the  fiict  herself^  ever  discouraged 
the  idea,  and  insisted  on  him  remaining 
at  all  events  with  them  until  he  should 
be  compelled  to  return,  being  fearful  that 
he  should  set  oat  to  ascertain  the  ftct  . ! 

Week  after  week  presented  Jiew  diffi? 
culty ;  tmt.  by.  an  andustry  which  chal- 
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lenged  approval,   a  submission  wbich 
disarmed  malignity,    and    that  quiet 
perseverance    in     well-doings  which 
rendered   even  persecution  ashamed, 
Betty  at  length  succeeded  in  retaining 
her  prize,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to 
observe  him  ia  eveiy  respect  improving 
under  her  judicious  and  afiecttooate  cod- 
troul*   But  iUasi  winter  now  came  oD| 
sod  with  it  all  Joseph's  train  of  symp- 
toms ;  and  after  various  struggles  he  was 
at  length  obliged  to  yield,  and  becon^a 
stationary  invalid,  during  that  season 
when  tbe  means  of  life  are  procured 
with  the  greatest  di^liculty ;  and  to  com- 
plete  this  misfortune,  there  was  no 
longer  any  brick-making  for  poor  WilliaiOf 
who  looked  rouQd  in  vain  for  some  em- 
ployment, the.  business  of  husbandr/ 
being  completely  at  a  stand  still* 

Want  again  stared  him  in  the  face,  and 
he  now  thought  it  had  accumulated 
horrors,  since  he  was  more  shocked  at 
the  sufferings^  to.  which  his  kind  mother 
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and  her  afflicted  partner  were  exposed, 
than  those  which  touched  himself  only ; 
and  he  had  the  additional  pain  of  know- 
ing, that  let  the  suffering  be  ever  so 
acute,  Betty  would  not  obtain  any  relief 
from  tiie  puish,  so  long  as  he  remained 
in  her  house }  aod  that  it  was  but  too 
likely  he  should  be  expelled  thence,  and 
returned  to  his  parish,  from  whence  hav* 
ing  flown  clandestinely,  would  now  igno- 
miniously  punish  him,  by  sending  him  to 
sea,  whither  he  now  began  to  wish  he 
liad  been  sent  by  the  angry  overseer. 

One  privation  now  succeeded  another* 
and  each  of  them  went  to  poor  William's 
heart,  as  ii'  he  were  the  cause  of  all*.  Betty 
relinquished,  with  cheerfulness,  her  Suup 
day  cup  of  tea,  observing  only,  "  that  the 
Bible  would  not  be  less  sweet  without  it 
and  although  William's  voice  faultered,  as 
he  began  to  read,  and  he  frequently  felt 
that  he  was  unintelligible,  she  still  spoke 
as  cheerfully  as  usual,  and  entered  into 
conversation  on  the  subject,  with  all  her 
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wonted  interest ;  but  when  the  time  came 
that  her  old  man  had  no  longer  his  pipe, 
when  Joseph,  with  a  deep  sigh,  regarded 
his  tobacco-box  as  it  lay  empty  before 
him,  and  then  slowly  lifting  up  his  eyes, 
looked  at  William,  it  might  be  truly  said, 
"  the  iron  entered  into  her  soul her 
very  heart  was  wrung  with  anguish,  arid 
a  tear  of  agonising  sorrow  stole  into  her 
eyes,  but  her  soul  ascended  to  God,  in 
silent  prayer,  and  obtained  the  serenity 
it  sought, 

Betty  did  not  at  this  time  forget  her 
promise,  "  never  to  let  the  stranger  boy- 
interfere  with  her  higher  duties,"  but  as 
every  day  she  sent  him  out  to  seek  em- 
ployment, and  every  day  she  certainly 
hoped  he  would  find  something,  she  could 
not  be  said  hitherto  to  havq  broken  it ; 
but  just  as  she  was  compelled  to  give  him 
up,  the  winter  frosts  set  in,  and  a  gentle- 
man in  the  neighbourhood  began  to  fell 
some  wood.  The  excellent  advice  she  had 
given  William,  to  be  ever  in  the  way  of 
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hAff  operated  now^fiMr  be  obtained  imiM* 

diate  employment,  although  he  was  not  of 
m  age  to  undertake  tbe  more  laborious 
part  of  the  work.  Sincere  joy,  the  consci- 
ousness  of  being  useful*  as  well  as  indepen* 
denti  inqriredhiniapparently  withstrength 
as  well  as  zeal  i  and  he  performed  his  daily 
tasks  so  much  to  the  satitfactioQ  of  his 
employers,  thiat  he  was  frequently  re- 
warded with  altttle  bundle  of  .bnish^wood 
into  the  bargain,  William,  naturally  inge- 
nious, picked  out  trom  these,  slips  which 
were  capable  of  being  made  into  wedges, 
to  prevent  windows  from  rattling ;  or  p^ 
for  the  fhsCening  of  dotbes  upon  lines ; 
and  when  he  got  hom^,  he  made  them. 
Joseph,  by  degrees  began  to  help  him, 
and  found  the  employment  a  great  relief 
from  the  melancholy  which  oppressed 
him,  from  sitting  alone,  and  unemployed, 
which  added  much  to  his  complaint. 
When  li  sufficient  number  were  made^ 
Betty  undertook  a  journey  to  the  nearest 
market-town,  to  sell  than }  and  found 
VOL,  m.  o 
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SO  much  greater  success  than  she  had 
apprehended  from  such  a  cause,  that  on 
her  return,  she  magnified  it  almost  into 
a  miracle.  Her  gains  nearly  paid  the 
little  rent,  which,  for  the  first  time  in  her 
life,  she  had  this  year  resigned  all  hope  . 
of  raising. 

One  morning,  when  William  was,  as 
usual,  piling  up  bundles  of  brush-wood, 
the  owner  of  the  premises  came  into  the 
ground,  and  addressing  the  principal  man, 
asked,  "  if  there  were  a  person  who  could 
go  on  an  errand  decently ;  I  mean,  have 
you  one  who  can  read  a  direction,  and 
give  an  answer  as  he  ought  The  man 
pointed  out  William  to  the  gentleman, 
observing,  "  he  is  a  decent,  civil  lad  as 
ever  1  saw.  Sir,  only  a  little  shabby,  and 
the  like  of  that ;  but  howsomdever,  if  your 
honour's  in  a  hurry,  he  may  put  on  my 
coat,  and  so  cover  his  rags.'* 

The  coat  was  put  on,  and  William  im- 
mediately dispatched  to  the  next  village, 
where  he  was  under  a  necessity  of  wait- 
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fOg  some  tinifi  but  had  the  Miufictioo 

of  executing  the  business  as  he  ought. 
As  he  was  returmog,  it  began  to  rain 
Urge  drops,  and  Williatn,  who  had  often 
surveyed  himseli^  buttoned  up  ia  the 
handsome  coat  lent  him  by  the  mastef- 
carpenter,  thought  it  was  very  wrong  to 
get  it  wet  whilein  his  possession,  he  there- 
ibre  took  it  off,  and  rolling  it  carefully 
npt  tucked  it  under  bis  arm,  and  began 
to  run  as  fast  as  he  could,  to  keep  him  . 
from  feeling  the  loss  of  it.  Being  so  long 
delayed,  obliged  him  to  go  to  the  gentle- 
aiau's  house,  and  it  so  happened,  he  ar- 
rived there  just  as  he  was^  with  his  lady, 
alighting  from  his  carriage  ^  and  being 
anxious  about  the  business,  he  stopped 
^to  speak  with  him  in  the  hall. 

So  you  met  with  Dickinson,  my  boy, 
at  last,  hey 

**  Yes,  Sir,  and  he  wrote  that  note,  in 

» 

answer  to  yours ;  but  after  he  had  sesled 
it,  be  recollected  he  had  not  put  the 
money  in^so  he  sent  it  by  me.  Sir/' 
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"Ha,  ha,  ha!  that  is  just  like  Dick-' 
inson,  is  it  not,  my  dear  ?"  said  the  gen- 
tleman to  his  wife, 

"  It  is,  indeed ;  nobody  would  have 
sent  seven  pounds  by  such  a  poor  lad  as 
that,  but  him.*'  - 

The  gentleman  looked  at  William,  he 
was  now  wet,  and  of  course  appeared 
more  deplorable  than  he  had  done  in  the 
morning.  "  I  thought  Johnson  lent  you 
a  coat,"  said  he  suspiciously  eyeing  him 
as  he  counted  his  notes. 

"  Yes,  Sir,  he  did,  but  it  rained ;  and 
so  I  pulled  it  ofti  as  it  was'nt  my  own." 

"  Ha,  ha,  ha !  a  better  Irishman  tlian 
the  other,"  laughed  the  gentleman,  in  re- 
covered good  humour. 

The  lady  looked  earnestly  at  the  boy, 
who  was  not  ragged,  but  patched  with 
many  colours,  and  whose  open,  simple 
manners,  indicated  as  much  honesty  as 
care  and  prudence ;  and  while  her  hus- 
band with  a  thoughtless  air,  gave  the 
boy  half-a-crown,  which,  though,  in  her 
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opioion  was  too  much  money  by  half  for 
tike  occasion,  she  yet.ordoed  her  foot- 
man to  bring  down  a  suit  of  dothes  lately 
left  off  by  their  eldest  son,  and  which  she 
bestowed  on  the  thwkful,  happy  WilUam, 
telling  him  at  the  same  tim^  **  she  hoped 
he  would  give  the  money  to  his  parents, 
for  she  was  certain  they  were  respectable 
people  from  his  appearance." 

When  William  got  out  of  the  house,  he 
fo^md  it  still  rained,  and  he  felt  a  good 
deal  tired ;  but  a  certain  earnest  desire 
had  entered  his  mind,  and  he  could  not 
resist  indulging  it:  therefore,  he  once 
nore  set  ibr  the  village,  and,  whistling 
one  of  his  mother's  hymn-tunes,  he  sprung 
finrward,  light  of  heart,  and  had  the  satis- 
fitction  to  effect  his  purpose  and  then  re- 
turn home  in  time  to  ease  poor  Betty's 
feus,  who*  ever  dreading,  lest  he  should 
leave  them,  and  never  having  known 
him  so  late  before,  was  uneasy  to  the 
greatest  degree^  and  hailed  his  return^ 
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with  joy,  in  which  Joseph  was  no  longer 
slow  to  join  her, 

William  explained  his  absence  in  a  few 
words  :  "  He  had  been  an  errand  for 
Squire  Tomlinson,  he  had  been  round 
since  his  return,  to  take  the  carpenter's 
coat,  and  he  had  got  a  present  of  a  coat 
of  his  own." 

Betty  took  up  the  coat  to  admire  it ; 
but  what  could  it  be  that  was  in  the 
pockets  ?  on  one  side  she  found  half  a 
pound  of  tobacco,  in  the  other  a  little 
tea,  sugar,  and  a  loaf,  and  as  she  spread 
them  on  the  table,  William  sprung  to 
the  shelf,  and  reaching  down  poor  Jo- 
seph's well-worn  pipe,  he  cried,  "  now 
let  me  see  you  fill  it,  and  then  I  shall  be 
happy/' 

Thou  art  a  good  lad,  sure  enough," 
said  Joseph  ;  and  these  words  were,  from 
him,  great  praise.  Betty's  eyes  were 
full  of  tears,  but  they  were  joyful  ones ; 
for  the  praise  of  her  poor  boy,  and  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  her  husband  treated 
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by  him,  were  equally  sweet,  and  never 
was  a  little  feast  partaken  by  three  peo- 
ple with  more  real  pleasure,  nor  more 
sincere  gratitude  to  that  Divine  Being 
whom  they  ever  considered  as  the  giver  ' 
of  every  good  gift. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Thoa  ut  rdiip<m's>d*ocate    take  beecT 

Hurt  not  the  cause  thy  pleasure  'tis  to  plead. 

CiunE. 

The  spirits  of  Joseph,  somewhat  lesbsaed 
by  his  tobacco,  ioduced  him  to  make 
various  exertions  under  the  teaching 
even  of  poor  William,  who,  during  his 
abode  in  the  workhouse,  had  learned  to 
weave  cabbage  nets,  make  matches  and 
laces ;  and  these  employments,  although 
they  produced  little  profit,  were  yet  some 
fisgistanc^  and  th^  certaiidy  tended  to 
^  towards  the  poor  man's  health,  that 
early  in  the  spring  he  became  able  to  le' 
turn  to  his  employment,  and  enter  iota 
the  comforts  of  his  usual  humble  but 
•  contented  station. 

William^  had  been  very  desirous  of 
gaining  admission  into  the  manufactoiyi 
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in  iriuch  Joseph  held  a  ve^  subordinate 
department ;  bift  at  this  time  trade  was 
very  indifferent,  so  that  the  master  could 
sot  be  prevailed  upon  to  agree  irith  bim, 
and  as  the  wood-cutting  was  over,  lie 
W88  again  oompelled  to  seek  for  em- 
fJoyment.    The  lady  at  the  Hall  did  not 
foiget  bmi^  and  from  time  to  timeyhe  was 
employed  mi  errands  wHidi  he  ever  found 
jprofitabletf  and  sometimes  he  worked  ibr 
Ae  gahiener,  at  oUiers,  die  carpenter  who 
resided  in  the  neighbourhood  would  give 
I  him  a  lew  days'  work'  lipoQ-  something 
within  his  power  to  perform,  and  this  was 
«ver  a  deligbtful  period  of  oocupation  to 
'   him,  for  he  now  began  to  feel  conscious  of 
a  powerful  bias  in  his  mind  towards  the 
fiuination  of  utensils,  in  preference  to  hus- 
bandry of  any  kind,  and  he  ardently  de- 
sired the  power  of  entering  into  a  mtau- 
factory,  especially  one  that  would  give  him 
the  exercise  of  his  own  taste  and  in* 
genuity.  ' 

The  decent  dothing  in  which  he  now 
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appeared  on  suitable  occasions*  happily 
prevented  him  from  being  recognised  oi 
pointed  out,  as  Betty  Allen's  vagabond 
boy  -f  aud  the  loud  or  whispered  threat  of  i 
being  driven  from  l^e  parish  no  longer 
assailed  him )  and  as  his  gams  incasased, 
»t  the  same  time  with  those  of  his  Mud 
pr«>tectors,  Betty  insisted  on  the  power  be  j 
now  possassed  of  saving  a  litlle  money  to ' 
help  his  education.  William  hadt  indeed,  u 
already  put  by  many  odd  pennies  for  the  f 
purpose  of  collecting  a  fxaad  which 
should  enable  him  to  re-visit,  in  a  respect- 
able manner,  the  village  he  had  left»  jm^ 
to  ascertain  where  poor  Betsey  w  as  bu* 
ried,  to  weep  over  her  grave,  and  learn 
the  particulars  be  yet  dreaded  to  hear 
concerning  her  death.   On  confessing 
this  to  bis  only  friend  she  intreated  him 
to  give  it  up  as  being  full  of  danger  t» 
himself,  and  pointed  out,  Jww  much 
more  wise  it  would  be  to  learn  to  writ^ 
^n  which  case  he  could  make  every  e&> 
quuy  ikecessary  for  hb  satisfaction,  witb- 
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out  nmnixig  the  tkk  <xf  being  seized  by 
the  overseers. 

William  listened  to  this  prudent  ad- 
vice, and  an  evening  school  at  the  neigh- 
bouring village  soon  supplied  all  his  de- 
ficiencies, i^nxious  to  improve  and  feel- 
i  ing  the  full  value  of  that  time  and  mo- 
ney which  could  only  be  supplied  from 
I  his  own  unceasing  labours,  or  the  assist- 
ance of  that  kind  mother,  who  had  with 
80  large  a  he£ut  so  narrow  a  purse ;  he 
soon  made  a  ][tt!<ofideocy  ivhich  surprised 
i  his  competitorSr  and  bespoke  talents 
I  as  well  as  industry.   But,  alas !  long 
I  walks  after  hard  Workings,  and  meals 
j  pinched  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  the 
:  implements  necessary  for  prosecuting  his 
laudable  design  of  improvement,  coni- 
,  bined  with  the  heat  of  the  weather  to 
t  impair  bis  streDgth^  and  Elizabeth^  to  her 
great  sorrow,  perceived  that  he  was  now,  it' 
I   possible,  looking  worse  than  when,  a  year 
3go,  she  took  him  under  her  protection. 
Willi  all  the  tenderest  cares  of  friend- 
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*  ship,  she  applied  herself  to  obviate  the 
danger  that  threatened  him,  living  on 
the  plainest  food  herself*,  she  bestowed  on 
him  the  most  nutritious  in  her  power  to 
procure,  and  going  out  every  day  to  the 
labours  of  the  harvest,  she  yet  insisted 
that  he  should  remain  at  home  to  read 
the  Bible,  prepare  the  pottage  for  Jo- 
seph, practise  at  his  slate,  or  in  any  way 
beguile  the  time,  so  as  to  contribute  to 
his  health  and  amusement  ^  and  many  a 
time,  after  she  bade  him  good-bye,  would  * 
she  return  to  look  once  more  through  the 
window,  and  as  she  gazed  on  his  pale  face, 
lift  up  her  heart  to  Heaven,  and  pray  for 
blessings  on  his  head.  . 

For  more  than  three  months  did  poor 
William  hang  a  burden  on  the  hands  of 
this  poor  woman,  who  struggled  with  the 
greatest  difficulties  to  procure  him  assist- 
ance meet  for  his  complaint,  and  whcr 
dreaded  the  return  of  winter,  lest  still 
greater  hardships  than  she  hadyet  known, 
should  be  in  his  train  ;  but  who  still  kept 
up  her  reliance  on  the  Divine  assistance. 
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and  that  cheerfulness  of  aspect^  which«  to 
her .  dappodiiig  kusbaod  and  aiek  giieaU 

were  the  sole  source  of  comfort,  and  in- 
spired both  with  the  only  meaaa  of  avert- 
ing the  evHs  which  affected  or  threatened 
them.  Poor  Williara,  during  this  melan- 
choly period  had  tried  every  litlle'arC  in 
his  .power,  and  among  others,  he  had 
made  a  kind  of  cage  for  a  aquirreU  which 
though  rudely  finished,  was  yet  regarded 
by  Betty  as  indicative  of  great  powers, 
and  she  declared,  that  when  she  had 
time,  she  would  go  to  W-— — ^  and  sell 
it  for  him. 
««  But  I  wish  to  give  it,**  said  William, 
to  the  lady'a  litUe  son,  who  gave  me 
my  clothes.** 

•  Joseph  ridiculed  this  idea,  but  Betty 
supported  it;  she  said  ingratitude 
was  as  the  sin  of  witchcraft,  and  it  was 
only  right  that  the  boy  should  show  he 
had  it  not :  she  knew  *  God  loved  a  cheer- 
ful giver,'  and  if  the  widow's  mite  was 
not  forgotten  before  him,  why  should 
the^orphan's  ?** 
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Joseph  agreed  to  all  that  was  supported 
by  Scripture  reasons  ;  and  Betty  had  her- 
self the  satisfaction  of  presenting  the  cage  . 
to  little  Master  Tomlinson,  who,  like  all 
other  children,  was  delighted  with  his 
prize ;  and,  anxious  also  to  show  his  grati- 
tude, loudly  insisted  on  sending  the  good 
boy  the  little  pig,  which  a  few  days  be* 
fore  had  been  nominated  his,  on  account 
of  its  extraordinary  beauty. 

Reward  for  an  act  of  duty  was  the 
last  thing  Betty  thought  of,  and  she 
hastily  withdrew,  satisfied  with  the  praises 
bestowed  on  her  darling,  and  anxious 
only  for  his  welfare. 

The  little  boy,  in  exhibiting  his  present, 
still  however  most  vehemently  urged  his 
desire  togivethepig  in  return  for  the  squir- 
rel's cage,  and  his  father,  tokeep  the  peace, 
permitted  him  to  take  his  own  way ;  he 
was  the  youngest,  all  the  rest  were  at 
school,  and  'twas  no  great  matter  to 
pet  him  a  little."  The  mother  allowed 
it  from  a  higher  motive ;  a  pig  was  a 
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valuable  pn^rty  to  a  poor  man,  and  she 
commissioDed  the  servant  who  attended 
her  son  on  this  worthy  errand,  to  say, 
**  that  tlie  gardener  would  give  the  boy 
a  good  part  of  the  means  of  feeding  his 
pig,  if  he  would  come  for  it  on  Mondays 
and  Thursdays." 

This  was  indeed  a  joyful  present  to 
William,  who  used  his  utmost  strength  to 
repair  the  old  pig-stye,  once  his  own  lodg- 
ing, for  its  reception ;  and  did  not  fail, 
(though  he  required  Joseph's  staff  to  assist 
luBx)  to  wait  on  tibe  gardener,  at  tbe«p- 
pmnted  time.    At  his  second  vkit  he 
was  se^  by  fiie  lady,  who  was  his  bene* 
Actress  I  and  observing  his  pale  complec- 
tion,  she  enquired  humanely  after  his 
!     l^ealth,  and  rendered  him  such  essential 

I 

assistance  from  her  gocMi  table»  that  in  a 
I  UtUe  tioie  he  began  to  recover  his  strength 
I  and  activity  ^  and  Elizabeth^  though  worn 
down  herself  saw  the  second  winter  set 
in  with  far  better  prospects  than  the  first, 
and  Joseph,  though  given  to  despondency, 

1 
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bints  of  the  expense  of  her  favourite. 
.  Under  the  judicious  care  of  Betty^  and 
'    the  activity  of  Wiiliaoi^  the  pig  grew  fat ; 
and  as  Williami  going  so  frequently,  and 
being  oilen  employed,  was  also  nearly  fed 
at  the  Hall,  while  his  earnings  were 
added  to  the  general  stock ;  all  things 
were  going  well  with  this  little  family, 
when  a  new  and  unexpected  trouble  at 
once  crush^  their  comforts,  and  com- 
pelied  them  to  s^Mration.  ' 
^  We  have  already  mentioned  the  cirw 
cumstance  of  Joseph's  having  a  daughter, 
by  a  former  wife^  who  was  brought  up 
by*  that  wife's  sister.    This  girl  was  now 
about  fourteen,  she  resided  at  a  distance 
of  nearly  ibrty  miles  j  and  although,  in 
her  letters,  which  were  not  frequent,  she 
had  repeatedly  expressed  a  strong  desire 
to  see   her  father,  yet  there  appeared 
little  probability  of  such  an  interview 
taking  place,  when  one  day  a  letter  to 
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Joseph,  contatning  the  fbllowiog  words, 
astonished  them  all* 

•  *Sl  am  exceediogly  sorry  to  inform 
you  that  my  aunt  is  dead,  after  an  illness 
.of  three  days  and  as  sfie  had  put  nie 
apprentice  to  a  mantua-makffir  a  yealr 
ago,  I  had  not- the  flAtisfacfion  of  heba'g 
with  her  at  ibfi  last.  I.am  vesy  sorry  to 
telL  you,  that  five  guineas  is  due  to  my 
mistress  op-  my  account,  which  my  aunt 
'  ha4  agreed  to  pi^.  this  Christmas,  and 
she  has  been  so  hard  as  to  take  my  clothes 
until  she  is  satisfied*  because  she  ^ds 

1 

'  my  aunt  has  not  left  me  the  fifty  pounds 
which  she  always  promised  me^    I  beg 

-  to  hear  from  you  directly,  being  in  great 
^istoess,  not  having  a  home  in  this  coun^ 
try,  nor  the  means  of  coming  to  you, 
until  you  provide  it ;  and  fuH  of  dr^idj  lest 
itty  misfortunes  should  set  my  mothfer-in« 
law  against  me ;  but  I  remain,  dear  &ther, 
t*  Your  dutiful  daughter, 

"  Maay  Allss" 
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The  very  reading  of  this  sad  lettor 
brought  on  all  Joseph's  winter  com* 
plaints,  and  poor  William  beheld  at  onc^  ! 
that  there  was  no  l<wiger  a  home  for  him,  | 
as  Jie  occupied  the  only  chamber,  or 
rather  loft,  in  the  cottage,  and  slept  io  < 
the  tidy  bed  prepared  for  this  very  daugh.  i 
ter,  by  the  mother-in-law  she  so  unjustly 
dreaded.    But  whatever  might  be  his 
fears  or  fedin^  they  were  fkr  short  of 
Betty's  ;  fi>r .  she  peroebed  at  ante,  that  | 
isiie  must  not  only  pott  with  a  diild  on  I 
whom  flbfe  had  .fixed  her  a£&ctioiiB»  and  | 
wik>  warmly  and  gn^toliilly  returned  her  i 
love,  but  that  she  must  receive  a  child  1 
pn^udiced  against  her;   one  too  who  I 
had  been  used  to  many  more  comforts 
'  than  she  could  bestow,  and.  was  probably  | 
little  able  to  help  her,  or  to  estimate  the 
difficulties  she  must  encounter.    For  a 
short  time  her  very  heart  seemed  to  trem- 
ble, but  when  she  had  withdrawn,  and  j 
addressed  herself  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 

for  support,  she  returned  with  renovated 

-. 
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spirits,  aod  a  strong  desire  to  evince  that 
resolution  which  she  knew  to  be  neces- 
sary for  tliexh  alL  Her  heart  sunk  as  she 
passed  poor  Joseph,  vrbo  sat  on  bis  diauv 
striving  in  vam  to  eonqncr  liis  fe^ngs ; 
he  was  the  image  ofdeapuae^  honrtogaiii 
liis  ehiidy  and  to  pay  her  debt  he  knew 
aot,  and  yet  he  felt  that  both  must  be 
done  immediately. 

Wiiliam's  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  ground 
as  if  he  felt  unequal  to  looking  at  his  lot  *, 
yet  his  mind  was  busied  on  the  subject ; 

lie  saw  his  duty  and  he  strove  to  perform 
it.    •  '     •  ^ 

'       "We  will  pay  two  pounds  now,**  said 
IJetty,  «*  and  the  rest  as  soon  as  we  are 
aible  $  our  landlord  will  look  over  us  a  lit- 
tle while,  I  warrant  ye.** 
Joseph  answered  by  a  groan. 
*'  We  cah  sell     what  can  we  sell, 
think  you,  Joseph  ?'* 
I     "  There  is  the  pig,  in  the  first  place,** 
i  said  William. 

I 

Joseph  started :  this  was  indeed  a  trea*  I 

i 

<  i 

'I 
I 

i  .• 

i 

I 
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sure ;  it  offered  a  ray  of  light  to  his  be- 
nighted mind)  and  though  a  deep  sigh 
followed,  yet  Betty  traced  the  workings 
of  his  heart  with  pleasure. 

"  We  are  sure,"  said  she,  "  that  some- 
thing will  be  done :  I  have  two  hens,  you 
know,  and  I  can  part  with  my  light-co- 
loured gown.  —  Oh  there  are  many  ways 
in  which  the  Lord  will  give  us  help  : 
he  never  fails  those  that  trust  in  him. 
*  We  are  of  more  value  than  many 
sparrows,  yet  even  one  of  them  cannot 
fall  but  he  seeth  it.' "  • 

"  I  have  three  mole-traps,  and  ten 
bundles  of  skewers,"  said  William,  re- 
peating this  inventor}'  wdtli  an  air  that 
spoke  volumes  of  kindness  to  the  mind 
of  Betty.  She  found  her  heart  unable  to 
sustain  the  idea  of  sending  him  away  ; 
and,  in  her  anxiety  to  hide  her  feelings, 
she  bade  him,  "  take  the  mole  traps  im- 
mediately to  the  bailiff  at  Mr.  Tomh'n-  ^ 
son*s,*'  and,  like  her,  desirous  to  with- 
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draw  from  all  eyes,  WilUam  imaiediately 
aet  out. 

BiUer  tears  rolled  down  the  poor 
wanderer'a  cheeks,  as  he  slowly,  lather 

stole,  than  walked,  along  the  well-known 
road ;  the  remembraiice  of  the  kindness 
he  had  experienced,  and  the  sorrow  of 
parting  from  bis  beloved  friends,  aflbcted 
him  more  than  any  feeling  of  terror  for 
the  future  on  his  own  account*  To  this 
was  added  his  dread  of  his  dear  mother's 
sufferings.  He  knew  her  constitution  was 
injured  by  privattoos  she  had  endured 
for  his  sake,  and  he  feared  that  her 
daugbter-in*iaw,  unconscious  of  her  worth, 
would  ill  repay  the  tenderness  with 
which  he  was  aware  she  would  be  treats 
ed.  Whilst  these  thoughts  pressed  on 
bis  mind,  and  caused  liim  to  walk,  re* 
gardless  of  his  steps,  with  his  eyes 
bent  downwards,  he  was  aroused  by  a 
persoii  suddenly  strikiM  him  on  the 
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shoulder,  crying,  "  What  cheer,  friend 
It  instantly  struck  William  that  he  was 
seized  by  a  press  gang ;  but  on  looking 
up,  to  his  great  relief  he  perceived  only 
the  bailifPs  assistant,  who  said  he  had 
been  dispatched  on  purpose  to  bring 
him  to  the  Hall,  as  Mistress  wanted  him. 
Ever  happy  in  her  commands,  William 
gladly  obeyed,  inwardly  thankful  that  by 
this  trifling  incident  he  was  taught  to 
see  how  much  more  unhappy  he  might 
have  been. 

"  I  have  got  a  place  for  you,"  said 
Mrs.  Tomlinson,  with  a  look  of  benefi- 
cent kindness. 

"  A  place  said  William,  gasping  for 
breath,  like  one  who  feels  himself  under 
supernatural  influence. 

"  Yes  5  you  will  be  footman  to  Mr. 
ThornclifTe,  whose  lady  is  my  sister,  and 
who  I  am  certain  will  be  very  good  to 
you  if  you  deserve  it : —  they  are  a  serious 
family,  and  I  have  recommended  you,  as 
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bek^  a  wtlUndtned  boy,  brought  up 

by  religious  friends  of  their  persuasion." 

William  mode  a  low  bow,  in  whigh 
gesture  supplied  the  place  of  speech ;  for 


If] 

niiaculoua  iaterposition  of  Heaven  in 

his  behalf,  that  he  was  unable  to  speak. 

The  biitkr,"  contiiiued  the  lady, 
"  will  teach  you  your  duty  ;  the  wages 
have  oot  been  mentioiied,  lbs  I  was  eager 
to  ensure  you  the  places  having  had  my 
eye  upon  you  this  long  time.  As,  hg  wever, 
you  cannot  go  into  a  strange  place  with- 
put  being  clothed,  Lwill  lend  you  two 
giiineaa»  to  be  repaid  out  of  your  first 
wages  J  and  I  have  made  you  up  a  bundle 
vfaich  contaioB  a  little  of  eveiy  thing 
aeeessary." 

WilUam  took  thebundle  and  the  money, 
ahaost  ftaring  to  find  the  whole  of  this 
a  dream;  but  his. quivering  lip,  his  eager 
l^tening  eye,  rendmd  his  half-uttered 
thanks  fully  intelligible  to  the  lady,  who 

having  repeated  her  directions  and  in- 
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structions  to  him  twice,  suffered  him  to 
withdraw  with  the  joyful  news,  which 
appeared  to  Betty  still  more  wonderf  ul 
than  to  himself,  and  awoke  in  her  such 
sensations  of  gratitude  to  Providence,  even 
Joseph  partook  in  her  happiness  and 
re-echoed  her  praises. 

In  a  short  time,  the  poor  pig,  so  long 
looked  to  as  the  riches  of  the  house,  was 
disposed  of ;  and  being  well  fed,  brought 
such  a  price  as,  with  poor  William's 
money,  paid  the  debt  to  the  mantua- 
maker,  and  enabled  Mary  to  return. 

Betty  did  her  utmost  to  render  William 
as  decent  as  it  was  possible,  being  really 
grieved  to  apply  his  money  to  the  wants 
of  her  family,  much  as  he  was  indebted 
to  her,  and  secretly  resolving  to  repay 
him  by  her  future  work,  she  parted  from 
him  with  a  look  of  encouragement,  though 
her  smile  was  chastened  by  a  tear  ;  but, 
as  Mary  had  entered  the  house  not  an 
hour  before,  she  felt  this  exertion  neces- 
sary for  the  stranger's  sake,  who  might 
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hsLvc  been  woanded  by  obaerviiig  the  full 
possession  which  the  beggar  bpy  held 
of  her  aflfections. 

Our  wanderer  now  entered  on  a  scene 
of  life  totally  different  to  any  thing  he 
M  ever  before  witnessed     he  found 
himself  at  once  in  possession  9f  all  the 
comforts  and  even  elegancies  <^ 
secured  by  comparatively  little  labour, 
^d  compatible  with  much  mental  im* 
ptovement*    The  servants  appeared  well 
iociiaed  towards  him,  and  his  lady  so 
i  'greatly  rambled  Mrs.  Tomlinsont  that 
he  had   no  doubt  of  being  perfectly 
(  f       ^  ^'^  could  possibly  have  to 

]    fear,  was  the  continuance  of  so  much 
good  fortune. 

William  did  not  see  his  master  till  late 
in  the  evening  ol  the  secoad  day,  when 
he  returned  from  an  ezcarsion  to  a 
distant  towa  to  hear  a  celebrated  Metho- 
dist preacher.  He  was  accompanied  by 
several  friends,  and  on  the  belUringiug, 

VOL.  lU.  '  P 
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♦ 

•  •  •  » 

the  sew  fooi>boy  was  told  it  was  lus  duty 
to  attends  - 

Williara  entered  with  a  little  trepid- 
ation lest  he  should  appear  awkward 
among  strangers but  this  was  amazingly 

« 

increased  when  a  person  of  fierce  coun- 
teriance  and  haughty  manners^  hastily 

cri6d  :  ^  : 

■  ^  Where's  my  Checks ?  hey!  Where 
have  you  land  them  $  tell  me  thissuHiieit? 
Spe^  boy."  * 

"  Your  eheck8,  Sir?'* 
Aye»  myChecks? Fletcher's  Checks? 
you. .  scoundrel,  where  itave  you  pat 
them?"  . 

*  Nowhere,  Sir ;  indeed.  Sir,  I,— I,  don't 
Jknow  what  thev  are. 
'  «  Scoundrel !  •  not  know  Fletcher's 
Checli^  to  Antinomianism  ?  Not  know  a 
book  that  is  never  out  of  -  my  hand? 
You  puppy,  get  out  of  my  si^ht.'*  •  " 
'.'-jioor  William's  qbedience  jiwis  -fiK^ 
prompt  at  this  inoiiient  j  lint  jad  as  Ik 
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was  closing  the  door,  one  of  the  -guests 
rising,  reached  a  book  from  the  work 
taUe  of  the  lady  of  the  bouse,  saying, 
iiere  it  4s*  brothinv  do  not  disturb 
yourself." 

•  The  speaker  was  a  man  of  vulgar  ap- 
pearance, .  and  bis  address  mingled  the 
8*vflity'  of  a  fawnii%'  dependjint,  wilii 
;  tfae  fmpudence  of  a  coueious  superior  f 
80  that  even  the  has^  manner  in  whidi 
Wiiham  saw  die  traosacU^  struck  Mm 
M  vety  'singular,  :  while  his  own  tkm 
M  it  was  paanfii),-  and  impressed  him 
with  the  id^that  lus  Qtay  would  be  very: 
isbort  witii  such  a  hasty  master.  He  be- 
gan>  to^avrauge  the  tra^  £»r' Supper  with 
much  secret  perturbation^  not  unmixed 
with  curiosity  ^  and  whei)  the  butler  en* 
iei:ed,  :cou]4  not  forbe^  saying,  tlK>ugh' 
with  moich  modesty  ; I.  thougl^  Mrs.' 
Xoinlinson  called  my  n^ter  a,  a,  a,  relf-' 
jpoiis  gentleman?"'-  ;* '   ?  '}  t.-i  5 

**  Most  likely,  for  .  he  hiais  been  so  for 
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a  year,  or  more,  I  believe ;  don't  you  see 
he  has  got  a  roomful  of  such  like  people 
about  him  ;  queer  company  for  a  gentle- 
man, but  that's  neither  my  affair  nor 

your's ;  mind  the  spoons  are  clean." 

At  this  moment  the  housemaid  looked 
in.  "  Pray,"  said  she,  "  do  you  know 
how  many  of  the  strangers  are  likely  to 
stay,  my  mistress  has  given  no  orders 
vet?" 

«  Oh,  every  one,  depend  on't,  they 
are  all  saints  ;  and  not  one  will  leave  the 
house  while  he  can  have  the  shadow  of 
an  excuse  for  stopping  in  it." 

"  I  thought  they  were  on  business, 
for  I  heard  'em  talking  about  iron  ore. 
and  Oakdale  farm." 

"  Very  likely,  we  deal  a  good  deal  in 
mixtures  at  our  house  now-a-days;  strange 
hodge-podge,  grasping  at  money  in  all 
trades,  pretending  to  despise  the  worW 
and  the  things  of  the  flesh  too,  hating 
all  our  neighbours,  with  nothing  but 
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Scripture  on  our  tongues)  buthusb»  there's 
the  supper-bell  f  Noi  'tis  the  prayer* 

The  servants  all  immediately  hastened 
to  the  parlour,  where,  ou  the  preceding 
night,  they  had  also  met,  whilst  their 
pious  and  amiable  mistress  had  read 
;  &mily  prayen  Her  place  was*  now  filled 
'  by  an  ignorant,  oonoeited  young  man, 
who,  without  either  talents  or  knowledge, 
uttered,  with  much  noise  and  vidlent 
gesticulation,  a  rhapsody  in  which  peti*- 
tion  was  offered  to  the  majesty  of  heaven 
I  in  language  less  energetic  than  imper- 
-  tiaent,  and  frequently  bordering  ou  blas- 
phemy. The  moment  this  person  ceased 
to  speak,  he  was  succeeded  by  another, 
whose  prayer,  though  marked  by  less 
glaring  impropriety,  was  v  uttered  in 
such  coarse  language,  and .  with  such 
4  multitude  of  unmeaning  repetitions, 
that  William  could  not  help  thinking, 
either  Joseph  or  Bet<y  were  more  cal- 
culated for  public  speakers ;  but  he  was 
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cUHed  from!  iJiis^obs^cvation  by  hearing 
tfaetf  peraoA  go  04  to.abu^e  .sofne  of  ika 
mighbouring  gentry,  even  by  namfe,  .-itt 
,  Ihs  prayer/ under. aniafieeUtion  of  lamentp 
ing  rfor  their  sins,  :  and  crying  out  for 
m&acy  on  Xheif .  souis,  accusing  th^m  oH 
ifaxiouB  crimes  and  .dedacing.  them,  .it} 
the  ihighiiioad  ^^..{{erditioa^'&iiiode  ot 
scandal  perhs^  xtfiidl  />the£s.  tha  most 
efficient,  since  it  not .  only  prechid^d  aH 
reply  in  favour  of  the  accused^  but  iiU' 
pressed  the  listener  with  a  decided  be- 
lief  .that  ^  Chri^tiaiL  charity,  dictated  tlie 
accusation.        ••:«;..;  . !  « ' 

When  the  assembly  rose  from '  theit 
koee»,>  Mr;  Thomcliiife  dioc^  hands  with 
kst 'Speaker  witb  »iatrof:UQdoiiunon 
safcisftdtioo,.  .observing, .  V  ah,  ;  bcothor 
Burnbottom,  you  may  pray,  bu1;  l.ii34( 
it  is  all .  .in  ^vatn*  ibr. ;  a .  pr edestinanai^ 
9uch  asMri  G^aysott.  Depend  on,iitJK>se 
who.  sin.  that  grace  >ma^  abound," 
will  never  find  .grace  in  tthe  sight  of  bini 
who  demand^  perfection  froiq  us."' 
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'  *<-But>  my  love,"  pbserved'Mrs,  Thom- 
diffe  meekly,  **  W9  have  right  to^eoDf 
dudel^r*  Grayson  10  a  person  of  that 
description  $  we  have  lived  near  iut^ 
jmay  years,  and.  never  heard  any  thing 
hut  good  of  hiip,  or  his  family  he  was 
laany  years  a  true  Christian  before 
had  pne  serious  Uiought.*'  ' 

'*  £[ow  like  a  fool  you  talk,'-  cried 
the  husband,  ihij^  ^es  flashing  £r^  jind 
his  vdiole  . .  flgurc .  dilating  with  rage, 
'*  how  Very  like  a  fool  you  do  talk,  Mrs, 
Thorncli^Te  $!  how  can  he  be  a  Christian 
lAio  IS  a  real .  Antuidmian  ?  Do^si^t  lie 
helieve  tbat  God  preated  thousands  lot 
creatures  on  purpose  to  dmikn  them  ?  Ii$ 
it  not  a  jpart^.ef  las.  creed  .  to  believe 
.that:  at  this  very,  moment,  all  .HeU  is 
Imng  round  with  little  childilefi :  who. 
oever  could  commit,  sin,  nor  even  smU 
a  single;  sin.?.  Does  the.  not  think  that 
Christ  died  in  vain  that  his  Gospel  ist 
preached  in  vain.j  that  faith  itself  is 
*>hi  as  applied  to  tens  of  thous^ds^  a^^ 
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millions  of  human  beings  ?  Answer  me 
that.  Does  he  not  conclude  both  you 
and  me  damned  ?  What  do  you  say  to 
that 

"  I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  my  dearj 
if  his  principles  are  wrong,  more  the 

pity.'* 

"  If, — what  do  you  mean  by  if?  I  say, 
I  know  they  are ;  he  is  an  Antinomian, 
which  signifies  one  that  is  against  the 
law,  one  that,  knowing  himself  to  be 
elected  to  eternal  happiness  before  the 
world  began,  cares  not  how  he  sins 
while  he  passes  through  it ;  such  are 
all  your  Dissenters,  Calvinists,  .Whit- 
fieldites,  and  what  not.** 

Mr.  Thorncliffe  sat  down,  triumphant- 
ly casting  an  eye  of  appeal  on  all 
around  him,  and  a  murmur  of  applause 
was  heard,  consisting  of  mixed  sounds, 
arising  partly  from  groans,  and  partly 
from  ejaculations  ;  but  as  the  covers 
were  at  the  same  moment  taken  off 
th^  table,  and  a  plentiful  and  luxurious 
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supper  appeared,  it  is  di£SQuIt.  to  say 
whether  the  applause  was .  accorded  to 
the  speaker,  or  the  provider,,  since  the 
diaraoters  were  united  in  one  person^ 

Satisfied  with  having  silenced  his  wife, 
condemned  hk  neighbour,  and  displayed 
hi&  own.  religious  zeal,  Mr.  Thomdiffe 
iNtgan  to  carve  with  equal  complai^usy 
and  dexterity  f  and  a  smile  of  good 
humour  that  almost  reccmciled  his  hum* 
iile.servitor.  But  alas!  his  calms  w^e 
ever   of.  short  duration,-  the  turkey 
poult  was  found  roasted  to  a  cinder } 
^nd  although  Mr.  Thornclifie  would 
not  swear,  he  could  not  ibfjbear  to  send 
cook  to  the  devil,  notwithstanding 
^-was  informed,  that  the  .nusfortune 
had  arisen  fiom  her  stepping  to  listen  to 
the  prayers,  from  .  whence  her  office 
liad  unhappily  excluded  her,  she  being 
one  who  .was  lately  become  an  <*  enquir- 
iog  soul.'*  **  ril  enquire  her,  a  good- 
for-nothing  slutl"  cried  the  master,  for- 
getting  in  his  rage  the  technicalities  of 
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his  new  profession,  **  what  business  has 
she  to  enquire  —  an  impudent  — ^ 

A  look  from  his  lady  reminded  him  that 
Jie  was  surrounded  by  the  Brethren,  and 
in  an  instant  his  passion  was  gone ;  for 
although  become  of  late  as  great  a  tyrant 
in  his  family  as  ever  existed,  he  was  yet 
obedient,  and  almost  humble  towards  all 
those  who  were  anyway  instrumental  to  ex*- 
tending  his  fame  as  a  religious  character ; 
and  to  the  higher  order  of  preachers,  he 
appeared  the  most  docile  and  subdued 
proselytein  their  circle,  and  although  none 
of  these  were  now  present,  yet  he  would 
have  b6en  exceedingly  hurt  if  any  of  the 
company  should  report  him  to  their  bet- 
ters.   In  a  short  time,  worldly  business  . 
succeeded  to  spiritual ;  it  appeared  that 
the  dedre  of  wealth  had  taken  such  pos- 
session of  poor  Thorncliffe's  heart,  that 
his  schemes  for  obtaining  it  were  too  nu- 
merous for  his  management,  and  most  of 
his  present  party  were  iii  one  way  or  other 
employed  as  agents,  and  even  some  in  tir? 

V-  i 
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most  subordinate  ps^ ts  of  various  mauu* 
factories  ^  so  .that  iu  point  of  rank,  they 
baji  .less  right  to  sit  at  his  table  Uian 
his  menial  servants.  But  their  profession 
of  "  like  faith  with  his,"  admitted  them 
tft  this  privilege,  neither  party  yet 
knowitig  their  places  in  il^t  new  situ* 
ation -in  which  his  recent  eonvdn^on  had 

Day  aftor.  day,  WiUiam  ccffltinued  to 
wit9ea»»the  conduct  thi&  stcange*  but 
Qot  Jsttngular  (diaractery.  who^.  with  great 
^eal,  <<but  not  according  to. knowledge,*' 
Qpntinued  to  exhibit,  uniler  a  flaming 
profession  of;  religion,  all  tlie  errors  of 
an.  uuohanged  and  depraved  nature,  the 
terror  of  his  wife,  the  tormentor  of  his 
•Sttvanta^  and  the  general  scourge  of  his 
d^i^dentis^  V  wMle  tb  strangers  who  prey-* 
ed<H»  his  weakness,  gratified  his  Taoity, 
aad  extfdled  his.  holiness,  he  sras  gene* 
vm  to  profusion,!  Mid  compliant  to 
None  tnthin  his  circle  suffered  so  much 
km,  his  temper  as  WiUiflm»  both  beMmse: 
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he  was  theyoungest  of  his  servants,  and  the 
one  who  was  the  most  about  his  person  ; 
he  therefore  partook  the  severity  of  his 
despotism  in  common  with  his  wife,  who 
was  so  unaffectedly  pious,  truly  amiable, 
and  considerate,  that  the  good-natured 
boy  often  rejoiced  in  believing  that  he 
relieved  in  any  manner  her  burden. 

Whatever  might  be  the  nature  or  amount 
of  those  grievances  poor  William  now 
endured,  he  took  great  care  to  conceal 
them  from  his  good  mother,  in  the  shoit 
interviews  which  he  now  occasionally 
enjoyed  with  her ;  and  as  he  was  much 
improved  in  his  person  and  manners,  ap- 
peared well  fed,  and  well  cloathed,  and 
was  known  to  reside  with  religious  peo- 
ple, poor  Betty's  fondest  wishes  were 
fufilled  for  him,  and  she  considered  his 
present  situation  not  only  a  rich  reward 
for  all  her  cares,  but  the  greatest  per- 
sonal comfort  she  now  enjoyed  ;  and  al- 
though she  had  many  troubles,  she  yel 
sought  not  to  damp  his  pleasures  by 
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claiming  his  sympathy.  Her's  was  in* 
deed  a  generous  and  tender  heart,  under 
the  true  government  of  those  principles 
of  which  poor  Mr.  Thorncliflfe  spoke 
much,  but  understood  little. 
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CHAP.V. 

-    '        Had  he  found  a  ixieod 

Wh«  cooscienoe  told  him  H  was  tiine  to  meo^ 

Had  Reason  ruled  him  in  her  proper  place, 

.  And  Virtue  led  him,  while  he  lean'd  on  Graces 
These  guides  had  placed  him  09  a  solid  rock. 

The  multifarious  concerns  of  Mr.  Thorn- 
clifTe^  which  had  transiformed  him  by 
degrees  from  a  countiy  gentlemao^ 
into  a  farmer^  manufacturer,  and  gene- 
ral dealer^  had  a  benefical  e£^t  on  Wil- 
'  liamy  by  calling  into  action  the  little  oi 
'  education ,  which  he  had  attained,  and 
greatly  increasing  by  practice,  his  know^ 
lege  of  penmanship  and  figm^es.  Oilea 
would  he  wish  that  his  master  would  place 
him  in  any  positive  line  of  life  to  which 

he  could  dedicate  his  labour,  and  ia 
« 
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which  he  might  ex^rciae  bis  abilities  $  but 
of  Uiij^  he  sa,isf  little  prospect,  as  he  be«* 
came  every  day  of  more  value  to  hini  in 
the  liouse,    and  of  course  it  was  not 
likely  that  he  should  part  with  him.  ' 
- '  It  "will  be  naturally  concluded  that  a 
boy  of  WtUiam's  dispoaitadn^  wotkld  endear 
I Vottr  at  every  proper  interval  whieh  fan 
I  dotieiipciriliitted,  ta  improve  hb  inindby 
ireading,  and  tJiatiin<a  gentleman's  houaa^ 
either' frojtt,tbe  master  or  servants,  some 
,  iiooks  icould-  ba(dly<^£aU  to  be  procured„- 
which  would '  impart  desirable  mfjotm/" 
ation  to.  one  w.hose  vifw^  bad  be&a 

■ 

liitlierto  so  bounded*  Unibrtunately,  in 
'  tfce  intemperance  of  his  zeal,  Mr.  Thornr 
.  ctiffe:had:dq^troyied  his  library,  so  that 
'  thie  house  at  this  time  afforded  no  other 
books,  -thkn  l^\&tthas*9  .Cheeks'  to  Anti* 
iU9inQiani8in»  the  Arnnnm  a 
^  ^ew  of  Baaeter'a  workby.  and  tbo^e  .of  hi* 
I  old  j&ie9d  BUnyan«  On.  the  Maigagines 
'  WiUiam  s&aed  witib  oagerness*  and  mis&- 
'  log;  tiie  pag^s  mor^e .  use&dijy  devote^ 


I 
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dwelt  on  the  wonderful  ghost  stories  and 
tales  of  extraordinary  judgments,  with 
which  that  work  a  few  years  ago  was  too 
well  supplied.  It  may  be  naturally  con- 
cluded that  these  relations  impressed  his 
mind  with  awe,  and  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  the  latter  had  a  salutary  effect,  by 
deeply  embuing  his  mind  with  the  belief 
of  an  all-seeing,  all-directing,  Providence, 
nor  were  the  former  injurious  to  him, 
though  calculated  to  enervate  young 
people  in  his  situation.  William  had  the 
good  sense  to  be  aware,  that  during  the 
time  when  he  had  been  a  solitary  wan- 
derer, now  surprised  by  the  shades  of 
night  far  from  all  human  aid,  now 
driven  to  the  lonely  hovel,  the  rocky 
cavern,  or  the  church  porch,  by  the 
howling  tempest,  that  had  the  horrors  of 
superstitious  fear  been  added  to  his 
miseries,  he  could  not  have  endured 
them ;  and  that  many  natural  appearances 
would  have  disturbed  a  mind  so  influ- 
enced amid  such  scenes.  Perceiving  also, 
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trom  the  controversial  turn  of  his  master's  • 
omveraatioQ,  that  people  who  meant 
well,  and  had  studied  much,  could  yet 
not  agree  in  their  opinions  on  particular  ^ 
points,  he  concluded  tliat  it  was  very 
possible  that  maDy  good  mea  might 
be  of*  very  distinct  opinions,  and  yef 
ofier  acceptable  worship  to  God,  pro* 
^ded  their  objects  ci  fidth  embraced  tUe 
leading  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and 
their  conduct  accorded  with  the  system 
of  morals  enforced  by  the  New  Testa- 
ment, which  was  ever  perused  by  Wit 
lam  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction ;  and  ' 
together  with  liis  hymn  book,  and  a  torn 
copy  of  God's  Wonders  in  the  Creation,'' 
profitably  filled  up  Uie  little  leisure,  which 
his  various  oocupatiens  affi>rded  him. 

When  William  had  been  about  eight 
months  in  his  present  situation,  and  was 
reco^kcting  that  the  winter  was  set  in 
hardly,  and  his  beloved  friends  at  the. 
cottage  wotdd  e9^perience  its  rigour  in 
various  ways,  (an  idea  that  drew  bitter 
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sighs  from  his  heart,)  he  was  one  evening 
summoned  to  answer  a  loud  rap  at  the 
door,  when  company  was  neither  wished- 
for  nor  expected,  " 

The  single  indulgence  Mr.  Thornqliffe 
allowed  liimself  of  that  description  which 
he  had  of  late  renounced,  was  now  and 
then  a  game  at  cribbage,  which  he  some- 
times partook  with  his  wife,  at  others,  with 
the  exciseman  of  the  parish.  He  was  at 
this  moment  sitting  with  the  latter,  and 
vociferating  with  his  usual  warmth, 
"  fifteen-four  and  a  sequence;  which 
makes  up  my  game,"  when  William  an- 
nounced a  preacher,  named  Locker,  his 
wife,  and  a  female  friend,  who  was  also  a 
public  speaker,  and  whose  character  for 
superior  sanctity  was  spoken  of  all  over 
the  country.  .  . 

Turning  as  pale  as  death,  with  an  air 
of  spasmodic  pain,  Mr.  Thorncliffe  threw 
down  the  cards  with  the  air  of  a  con- 
demned criminal,  but  the  next,  perceiv- 
ing his  infallible  pope  had  not  yet  actually 
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entered  the  room»  4ie  made  a  desperate 
^ibrt  atl  recovering  idfjKMMsaioiu  aii4 
huddled  the  cards  into  the  table-drawer. 
His  companion  suddenly  coaiprehw4i|ig 
ibe  meanitig  of  all  thls>  assisted  him  to 
'secrete  them  ^  .and  by  tbe.timiB  the.party 
•mmclj  mdtk  sat 'bdt  upright.  Trithjieadl 
unpolluted'by  the  hated  cards ,  but^^^.l 
the  adckl^:oribbege«b<lard  stiUosii^ 
between  them^^at  once  the,proo£  of  guilty 
.ttld.the:p|^lisllmmtof  ihe'gii3^»^ . . 

Mutual  congratulations  and  customary 
griQfttuags  were-  scarcely .  passed^  wbea 
ftMher  -LockoTi  -who  /was  a  very  portly 

■ 

Mdy  indeed,  handsome  man»  passed  for* 
ward  to  take  possession  of  tiie  great«ciiairf 
now  resigned  by  the  little  .exciseman^ 
ii^faede  oiily  care  win  to  take  liimielf  awaj^ 
^ttd  leave  the  prohibited  articles  of  his 
l&te  commerce  to  their  fatew  "  *What 
can  this  enrioiis  little  thing  be  for  sard 
the  preacher,  with  a  look  that  showed  at 
the  same  time  he  was  well  aware  of  its  in* 
tended  use^  and  guessed  its  late  situation^ 
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"  We  call  it  a  cribbage-board,"  replied 
the  wife ;  eager  to  assist  her  husband, 
notwithstanding  his  general  unkindness 
to  hen 

A  deep  groan  burst  from  the  lips  of 
the  newly  arrived  females,  followed  by  a 
long  murmuring  sound,  not  unlike  the 
distant  moan  of  the  screech  owl,  in  her 
who  considered  herself  the  public  re- 
former, while  the  preacher  himself,  swell- 
ing in  his  chair,  as  if  with  holy  indigna- 
tion, exclaimed,  "  Sister  Thorncliffe, 
sister  Thorncliffe,  there  are  no  cribbage- 
boards  in  Heaven,  nor  are  there  any  in 
Hell  either ;  therefore  we  have  no  busi- 
ness to  use  them  on  earth,  seeing  it  is,  as 
I  may  say,  a  kind  of  bridge  by  which 
mortal  man  passes  to  either  one  place  or 
the  other ;  not  but,  as  I  may  say,  this 
board,  to  my  view  of  things,  is  a  ladder 
by  which  a  man  goes  as  it  were  step  by 
step  to  everlasting  damnation  ;  —  every 
hole  is  one  foot  nearer  to  the  bottomless 
pit,  and  the  top  peg,  is  one  of  the  posts 
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of  that  gate  which  opens  to  Pandemo* 

Happy  to  be  safely  delivered  of  so  hard 
a  wordy  the  preacher  paused  for  a  mo^ 
ment ;  but  that  pause  was  supplied  by 
sounds  of  approbation^  which  now  re- 
sembled tlie  cooings  of  the  dove,  from  his 
fair  companion,  whose  eyes  were  fixed 
upon  him  with  an  admiration  approaching 
to  idolatry ;  whilst  de^  sighs,  not  im^ 
mingled  with^indignant  emotiwis^  liea^mi 
the  breast  of  the  late  delinquent ;  and  as 
his  countenance  generally  indicated  what ' 
passed  withinf  the  preacher,  during  this 
pause»  entirely  changed  the  plan  of  his 

intended  attack,  and  with  admirable  pre« 

seuce  of  mind  continued* 

It  was  not  by  cribbago-boards,  and 

cards,  and  dice^  that  the  primitive  Chris^ 
j:ian  (I  have  forgot  his  name)  became  so, 

meet  for  heaven,  that  he  sent  for  a  young 

oiaA  when  he  lay  on  his  4eatb-be(i,  as  he. 

said,  <  to  see  a  Christian  die.'  —  Oh !  that  ^ 
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was  great  —  dear,  dear,  how  can  I  forget 
his  name.'* 

"  It  was  Addison,"  said  Mrs.  Thorn- 
clifFe. 

Aye,  very  like,  sister  ;  I  only  remem- 
ber he  was  a  bishop  *,  or  something  of 
that  kind  amongst  the  Nonconformists. 
How  different  from  the  bishops  of  our 
time,  they  are  altogether  puffed  up  with 
pride  and  haughtiness ;  they  are  *  lazy 
dogs  and  will  not  bark    —  *  grinding  the 
faces  of  the  poor,  and  oppressing  the 
needy  ;*  fie  on  them !  Jie  on  them  !  they 
are  dealers  in  all  unrighteousness,  •  eating 
up  my  people  as  it  were  bread,  saith  the 
Lord.' " 

While  the  poor  man  thus  vented  his 
wrath  against  a  body  of  men  of  whose 
conduct  he  was  as  ignorant  as  the  Bra- 
mins  of  Hindoostan,  William,  who  was 
laying  the  cloth  for  supper,  was  again 
summoned  to  the  door,  and  the  sound  of 
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voicesinthe  hall  induced  new  and  increas- 
ii^  confusion  in  the  perturbed  breast  ed 
the  master  of  the  mansion. 

Mr.  Thoinciiflfe  distinctly  beard  th6 
rector  of  bis  parisb^  accompanied  by 
some  friend^  inquire  for  him^  and  walk 
on  towards  the  room  where  be  sat  $  and 

ft 

he  found  himself  in  the  precise  situation 

•  » 

of  an  invalid,  who  receives  a  visit  from  a 
worthy  and  skilful  physician,  at  the  Vfery 
time  he  hks  -suireptitiously  admitted  a 
qoaek  to  His  chiiihber.  '  The  vesf-  foan 
wfioin'a'few  minutes  beibire  he  hadlirtetoi 

*  f    •        •  • 

ed  to  ^th  fesh",  he  now  behdd  'Witii 
shame,  ^and  him  whom  be  had  a  tbbusknd 
times  received  with  joy,  he  now  saw  eiatef 
with  aversion  J  yet  involuntary  r^spectil 

'  mingled  even  with  this  painful  combine 
ation  of  feeling.  Had  Mr.  ThorncUff^ 
been  sufficiently  himself,  it  is  probable 
that  he  would  have  felt  somethings  like 
the  gratification  of  revenge,  oil  observing 
the  evident  confusion  of  his  guest  alSoi 
tin  heaiirig  the'^hasty  iarinunciatiori  of 
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Mr.  Greville  the  rector.  Although  not 
a  minute  before,  the  whole  bench  of  bi- 
shops had  been  proscribed  and  defied, 
yet  a  humble  country  rector,  of  the  most 
unassuming  deportment,  and  general 
character  of  quietness  and  tolerance, 
had  something  in  his  very  name  which 
made  conscious  ignorance  and  malevo- 
lence tremble. 

"  My  friend,  Mr.  Hilton,  (whom  I 
hope  to-morrow,  to  induct  into  the  neigh- 
bouring parish  church,)  has  induced  me 
to  take  him  so  long  a  walk,  that  we  are 
fairly  benighted,  and  what  is  worse, 
caught  in  the  storm,  so  we  turn  in,  to 
beg  shelter  half  an  houj',  my  dear  Ma- 
dam,'* said  the  Rector  to  the  lady  of  the 
house,  who  received  him  and  his  friend 
with  the  utmost  urbanity. 

Mr.  ThomclifFe  was  habitually  hospit- 
able, and  as  supper  was  now  on  his  table, 
it  afforded  him  a  desirable  opportunity 
for  recovering  himself,  but  the  moment 

opened  his  mouth  to  do  so,  he  felt 
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ware  of  -the  OKtieine  awkwardneM  of 
asking  such  opposite  characters^  as  aft 
iffmimt  field  preachect  and  two  gentle^ 
men  high  in  the  diurch^  to  sit  dovn  to- 
gether; Ml*  Greville  relieved  him  by 
takiaga  aeity  and  offiariiig  his  fiaand  one^ 
!  observing,  he  had  lat  too  frequently 
9t  that  tidde  to  need  fluroj  inntatians 

to  it  now."  . 
\  Certain  peinetBbraBces  ot*  the  hafipiestt 
and  certainly  the  least  reprdiensible 
houcs.he  had  aver  passed  came  to  Thorn- 
diSSfM  mind,  and  something  almost  like 
a  tesr  rose  to  his  eye.  Mr.  Locker  took 
Ui  seat  at  the  be^ttom  ci  the  table,  widi 
au  air  uf  ostentatious  humihty;  his  ikir 
conapuiion  gave  sa  apfuroring  murmur  $ 

his  wife  alone  was  at  ease,  she  did  not 
o&m  partake  his  visits,  nor  share  such 
good  dieer  as  thatb^we  her ;  and  though 
a  modest  and  a^nable  won^n,  she  felt 
disposed  to  be  oomfinrtable,  and  looked 
as  if  she  did.  Mr.  X^reville,  plea^d  with 
the  simplicity  of  her  manners,  and  ad- 

VOL«  lU.  Q, 
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miring  the  fair  round  face,  to  which  even 
a  prim  plaited  cap  could  not  give  an  air 
of  formality,  addressed  her  with  kindness, 
invited  her  to  take  wine  with  him,  and 
Encouraged  her  to  conversation. 

Mr.  Locker,  though  not  disposed  to 
admire  his  wife,  when  in  company  with 
her  more  enlightened  friend,  MissBenley, 
yet  felt  himself  complimented  in  this 
attention  ;  and  began  to  think  the  bench 
of  bishops  was  not  composed  of  the 
"  refuse  of  the  earth  — he  hemmed 
thrice,  made  various  dispositions  and 
even  contortions,  indicative  of  an  inten- 
tion to  speak,  every  one  of  which  put 
Mr.  Thorncliffe  into  agonies,  as  thougli 
he  must  be  answerable  for  all  the  folly 
of  one  party,  and  the  sin  of  the  other ; 
but  at  length,  when  attention  was  fixed, 
all  conversation  suspended,  and  the  long 
expected  speech  brought  forth,  it  con- 
sisted  only  of  an  observation,  that  the 
"  sausage  was  excellent." 
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«  Sausages  are  very,  good  ihing^'' 

added  Mr.  Hilton, 

Mr*  TborncUfie,  though  generally  one 
of  those  men  who  will  be  heard  in*  com- 
pany, had  been  hitherto  silent,  in  despite 
of  every  eflbrt,  felt  that  he  could  now 
speak,  and  obs^ved,  "  they  are  so,  yet 
they  are  a  strange  mixture.''  The  mo- 
ment the  words  had  escaped  him,  he  felt 
that  mxthing  could  be  more  mal-a-pro|Mn, 

tJian  to  speak  of  mixtures.  He  shrunk' in 
his  chair,  as  if'  desirous  of  hiding  himself 
from  the  eye  of  the  rector,  which-  fol- 
lowed him  with  a  penetrating,  yet  good 
humoured  expression,  as  he  replied 

The  circumstance  of  being  a  mix- 
tore,  cannot  render  them  less  likely  to 
be  agreeable.  What  is  life,  but  a  mix- 
ture, yet  we  all  desire  length  of  days !  • 
Matrimony  is  a  mixture,  yet  most  of 'us 
•  seek  itl  In  fact  all  society  is  a  mixture^ 
ftequently  of  thiBL  most  diverse  ingre- 
dients, yet  we  cannot  live  without  it,^ 
the  world  is  compounded  of  iDontradic* 
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tory  eiemeats,  aod  uuui  hioigeU^  the 
strangest  mixture  of  all," 

Mr.  <jij:eville.  Bfok&  with  aa  air  of 
cheerfulness,  but  as  his  words  might 
bear  a  sense  of  examination,  in  unison 
with  a  grave  subject,  the  major  part  of 
the  company  sighed  at  the  view  of 
human  nature  thus  opened  to  them;  and 
M£;  Thomclifife,  not  kooiraag  vrbach.  «ids 
to  tak^  fidgetted  in  his  dudr,  iE  sadi 
evident  uneasiness^  that  the  dergytaen 
took  their  leave  as  soon  as  ibe  cl<^  ^im 
drawn  $  and  although  this  was  not  ta  his 
relief^  ihe  felt  without  the  power  of  op* 
posing  the  proposal  $  he  could  not,  how- 
ever, help  rendering  their  walk  as  pleasant 
as  circumstances  allowed*  by  providiijg 
them  with,  coats,  and  sending  William 
to  light  them  home. 

.  **  We  are  indebted  to  your  Metho* 
Jistical  friend,  for  very  good  enter- 
tainment," observed  Mr.  Hilton,  as  he 
passed  thmugh  die  garden-doors  <•  iiat 
I  ttust  own,  it  lODinded  me  •of  tfce 
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comedy  of  the  Jew»  where  the  hero  of 
the  piece  seems  to  be  beuevoleat  in 
spite  of  his  nature." 

«*  In  poor  Thorncliffe>  the  case  is  re- 
versed i  for  when  he  is  otherwise,  it  will 
be  in  spite  of  his  nature, — he  is  a  gene- 
rous, passionate,  volatile  man,  with  just 
so  much  of  good  about  him,  as  to  makt 
dne  believe  him  oapable  of  being  better  i 
isduckily  his  own  effi>rta  to  that  end  have 
of  late  made  him  considerably  worse," 

A  singular  conclusion— X  have  no 
idea  how  a  man  can  become  worse,  bjr 
an  effi>rt  to  become  better,  ii'  he  is  sin- 
cere in  that  effort." 

Then  the  history  of  poor  ThorncUffe 
will  tell  you — he  was  left  early  in  life  an 
orphan*  and  never  had  tlie  happiness  to 
be  under  the  command  of  a  strict  guarr 
dian,  or  a  severe  master,  which  was  tlie 

« 

Biore  necessary,  because  his  passions 
were  much  stronger  than  his  mind,  and 
lui  circumfitances  good  enough  to  render 
1dm  easy,  though  not  wealthy  enough, 
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for  the  purposes  of  extravagance,  or  the 
designs  of  ambition. 

"  As  he  did  not  like  application,  he 
never  read  ;  of  course  having  no  internal 
amusement,  and  being  of  a  lively  and 
active  temper,  he  sought  it  from  without^ 
and  by  dint  of  hunting,  shooting,  dancing, 
and  now  and  then  quarrelling,  he  got 
over  his  minority,  much  to  his  own  satis- 
i'action;  he  then  took  possession  of  his 
estate,  on  which  he  meditated  abundance 
of  improvements,  and  as  he  was  no  fool, 
and  had  the  command  of  money,  he 
really  did  make  many,  but  would  cer- 
tainly have  carried  his  plans  to  that  ex- 
cess, which  is  the  great  error  of  all  . 
un-reflecting  minds,  if  he  had  not  hap- 
pened to  fall  violently  in  love  with  the 
best  and  cleverest  girl  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, one  of  the  prettiest  too,  as  you 
might  perceive,  notwithstanding  the  sickly 
hue  she  now  wears.'* 

"  I  thought  her  very  interesting,  and 
was  surprised  how  such  a  woman  could 
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bave  chosen  sudi  a  man  ;  but  I  suppose 

she  was  portionlessy  aad  tliereibre  in- 
duced  to  marry,  as  so  many  women  are, 
ibr  the  sake  of  aa  establishment.*' 

No  such  thing,  the  attachment  was 
mutual.  Thorn clifFe  was  remarkable  fo^ 
his  person^  courage^  which  he  manifested 
in  behalf  of  her  brother ;  he  was  too, 
a  generous,  free-hearted  young  ieiiow. 
iliere  are  no  two  qualities  which  so  cer- 
tainly impress  the  heart  of  a  woman  \  give 
*  her  these,  and  her  imim^mation  will  soon 
add  all  she  had  v  ished  ibr  besides.  You 
may  see  every-day  women  of  the  most 

cultivated  minds,  marry  mere  boobies, 
because  they  liave  been  told  they  were 
kave  \  and  worthless  qiendthrifls,  be* 
cause  they  conclude  them  generous/' 

'Tis  a  proof  of  great  weakness,  beg- 
ging  the  ladies'  pardon,  but  we  must 
not  condemn  without  considering  the  na- 
ture of  the  faulty  \  woman  is  certainly 
the  weaker  vessel." 
"  You  are  not  married,"  said  the  rec- 
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tor,  else  your  words  might  have  made 
an  unquiet  house  but  in  defence 
of  the  women,  we  may  observe  fur- 
ther, they  are  the  daughters  of  men. 
I  liave  frequently  remarked  that  the 
most  learned,  and  even  those  generally 
considered  the  most  sensible  men  of  my 
acquaintance,  have  for  the  most  part  mar- 
ried  women  who  were  either  mere  babies, 
or  tliose  remarkably  ignofant,  and  averse 
to  information,  which  arose,  I  apprehend 
from  tlie  extreme  desire  they  felt  to  rule 
alone,  to  have  no  mental  rival  in  their 
house  ;  or  that  considering  woman  merely 
as  an  animal,  if  she  were  handsome  of  the 
kind,  that  was  sufficient :  unknowing,  it 
appeared,  that  the  first  want  of  the  heart 
is  a  companion,  the  first  wish  of  the  cul- 
tivated mind  in  a  companion,  the  power 
of  appreciating  its  talents,  and  partaking 
its  pursuits  ;  such  is  human  nature,  when, 
Hke  the  subject  of  our  conversation,  it  con- 
sults any  faculty,  or  feeling,  save  its  judg- 
ment, which  should  be  ever  paramount.** 
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'     But,  my  dear  Sir,  go  on  with  Mr. 
ThomoUffe.'! 

•  ^  Whilst  he  continued  a  doating  lover, 
he  appeared  very  amiable;  but  as  that  time 
soon  elapsed,  he  becnne  basiling,  noisy, 
busy,  peremptory,  and  proud ;  a  continual 
propensity  to  bosincss  led  him  into  many 
schemes ;  but  the  benignant,  though  un- 
dstentatious  influence  ci  his  wife,  pie- 
served  him  from  great  errors,  and  se- 
eured  to  his  house  the  best  company  of 
a  respectable  neighbourhood.    He  was 
eoavivial,  but  rarely  iatemperate;  ex* 
pensive,  but  not  prodigal ;  but  his  temper 
grew  more  unmanageable  as  his  power 
Mtorally  increased  i  and  he  contracted 
a  habit  of  swearing,  which  his  wife  could 
not  check,  and  a  total  indtfierence  to- 
wards even  the  forms  of  religion,  which 
afflicted  her  ezccSsdin^y..  As  his  family 
increased,  so  he  added  to  his  schemes 
for  Miiching  it,  which,  by  giving  a  greater 
number  of  dependants  into  his  power, 
produced  still  more  that  overbearing 
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Spirit,  which  threatened  to  become  as 

rancorous,  as  it  was  violent.    Such  was 
the  man,  when  a  small  body  of  Metho- 
dists among  his  tenantry,  ventured  to  in- 
troduce a  preacher  into  one  of  Uxeir 
houses;  great  opposition  was  expected; 
from  the  squire,  who  abhorred  all  inno* 
vaticm  save  his  own.    He  did  not  disap* 
point  these  expectations ;  foaming  with 
rage,  he  swore  to  root  them  out  of  the 
land,  and  for  some  time  held  the  projec- 
tors of  this  bold  attempt  at  bay ;  but 
when  at  length  they  proceeded  so  far,  as 
really  to  commence  speaking,  he  flew  to 
the  place,  and  essayed  to  tear  the  honest 
cobler,  who  was  exhorting,  from  his  little 
rostrum,  by  manual  force.  At  the  very 
time  this  shameful  scene  was  taking 
place;  his  eldest  son,  being  probaUy 
neglected   by  the  servants,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  attention  to  their  mas- 
ter's conduct,  was  thrown  from  his  poney» 
and  so  dreadfully  bruised,  that  he  sur- 
vived but  two  days.   This  child  had  been 
dearer  to  him  than  any  earthly  tlung 
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the  suddenness  of  his  death,  and  the  man- 
ner     it»  first  led  him  to  think  on  the 
subject,  and  while  the  heart  of  the  father 
was  woundedf  the  eyes  of  the  man  were 
opened,  and  he  perceived  himself  to  be 
an  accountable  being,  on.  the  brink  of  an 
^  abyss,  fbt  which  he  was  totally  utiprepar- 
'  ed.    During  this  state  of  alarm  and  deep 
distress,  he  was  waited  upon  by  one  cf 
the  society,  whom  he  had  treated  so  im- 
properly $  and  this  person  seeing  the  state 
of  his  mind,  and  being  himself  probably 
afifected  by  the  sijigularity  of  that  awful 
dispensation,  which  had  humbled,  or  at 
least  chastened  his  late  ppponent,  made 
such  use  of  the  interview,  that  Thorn* 
cli£fe  attached  himself  to  the  Methodists, 
and  considered  himself,   a  brand  plucked 
from  the  burning,*'  by  the  prayers  they 
.offered  for  the  safety  of  his  souL   It  be- 
came his  delight  to  hear  his  name  coupled 
with  that  of  St.  Paul,  who,  £rom  being 
a  persecutor,'  became  a  mmister  $  and  bis 
wite,  who  was  a  wounded  mother,  was 
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^benelf  led  to  look  fbr  consolation  in  re* 
'.hgim rejoiced  to  see  any  devout  senti- 
ments awakened  in  Mifi;  their  house 
shortly  became  the  rendezvous  of  the 
preachers,  ataid  a  kind  of  common-hall  to 
all  the  sect,  wliose  influence  in  a  short 
•time  intorfered  and  mingled  with  all  his 
concerns,  and  left  every  thing  about  the 
plaoe»  changed  more  materiaUy  than  the 
-master/' 

Yet  surely  be  is  a  very  altered  man 
In  word,  rather  tluin  deed  i  for  alasl 
manners  and  modes  may  change,  yet  the 
man  be  undianged.  Mr.  Thomdifiei  ha?« 
ing  under  the  influence  of  terror,  cast  ofi' 
'^.lew  bad  habitSf  iaades  that  be  is  a  con- 
certed man,  and  therefore  spares  him- 
self the  trouble  of  e¥amining  bis  heart, 
and  subduing  his  evS  passions,  which 
•^ill  ^<  as  in  his  days  of  nature  are  unbumt 
asMi  purged  aiivay."  'Tistruebe  nolongcr 
swears,  but  he  still  contrives  to  indulge 
the  temper  wliicb  made  him  twemv  h}r 
•abuse  of  bis  servants,  and  ill*bumoyr  to 
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U&  wife ;  he  follows  no  worldly  amuse* 
oient,  but  the  perpetual  irritability,  which 
kept  him  ever  in  action,  and  was  wont  to 
be  satisfied  with  business  in  the  morning, 
and  farthing  loo  at  night,  now  hazards 
lis  ^property,  and  injures  his  family  by 
<^merical  projects^  and  an  avarice  of  . 
gsio,  which  grasps  at  every  tiling  with- 
in ^d  without  its  reach.  While  Uiat  vin* 
i  dictive  spirit^  which  iiurmerly  broke  lorth 
i  against  a  paltry  poacher,  now  jSnds  vent, 
I  through  the  medium  of  controversial  di* 
I  vinity,  against  every  neighbour  who  pre* 
j  sumes  to  difier  with  him.    Ambitious  of 
a  name,  he  seeks  distinction  through  a 
medium  at  which  his  better  judgment  re- 
I  volts^  but  utterly  unaccustomed  to  reflect, 
:  or  analyse,  he  is  a  total  stranger  to  the 
:  leal  state  of  his  own  mind,  and  the  in- 
;  consistency  of  his  conduct}  hence  he  is  a 
'  slave  to  hia  sect  $  a  tyrant  to  his  family  ^ 
t  self«deceiving  sinner  and  a  aelf-i^prov* 
log  saint  at  once  iodung  down  from  the 
^nence  of  h«>  supposed  iwnctity,  upon 
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those  friends  who  might  le%d  bis  inexpe* 
rience,  and  looking  up  to  the  ignorant 
whom»  with  all  his  deficiencies,  he  has  the 
power  to  tnstnict,  because  he  conceives 
them  enlightened  by  inspiration/* 

Poor  man !  I  am  almost  induced  to 
pity  him,  fbr  I  consider  htm  the  mere 
tool  of  a  set  of  designing  hypocrites,  who 
caji^e  him,  and  prey  upon  him/' 

<^  That  judgment  is  wrong,  my  dear 
Sir;  fo^m  yoa'  have  lived  as  long  in 
the  world  as  I  have  you  will  learn  (if  you 
}o€k  into  the  subject  with  candour),  that, 
notwithstanding  appearances,  there  are 
very  few  hypocrites  among  the  Method- 
ists ;  in  general  they  are  sincere,  well- 
meaning,  entliusiastic  zealots,  whose 
imagination,  untamed  by  study,  may  lead 
them  wrong,  but  whose  piety  and  devo- 
fion  are  often  admirable*  I  have  seen 
instances  of  the  purest  resignation,  the 
most  self-denying  charity,  and  anxious 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  welfiurci 
of  mankind  amongst  them  i  and  I  really 
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think  the  good  they  bate  doMb  in  the 

lower  orders  of  society,  is  incalculable.** 

Then  you  do  not  discourage  them  in 
your  parish 

**  Not  positively,  yet  I  confess  I  had 
father  not  have  them  here/* 

**  Uow  can  that  be,  while  you  allow 
so  much  good  in  them 

«*  Pardon  me,  if  I  make  a  distinction,  to 
whicht  itis  probable^  you,  as  a  young  maot 
may  nothave  adverted:— in  all  large  towns 
Methodists  do  abundance  of  good,  be- 
cause there  is  a.great  deal  of  wickedness 
in  extensive  communities,  that  calls  for 
the  viident  energies,  the  unwearied  watch- 
fulness, the  sympathies  of  congenial  ha- 
bits, .  language,^  and  temptations,  which 
men  of  similar  occupation  can  best  deli- 
neate to  each  other.  When  the  habitual 
drunkard,  the  daringly  profane,  becomes 
a  preacher  of  righteousness  in  his  own 
manu&etory,  amongst  the  sharers  ot*  bis 
crimes,  he  claims  attention  from  his  sin- 
gularity,  in  the^  first  instance^  but  will 
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afier wards  insure  it  from  better  moUvel. 
Oialitude  to  God,  and  love  to  man*  !&• 
spires  him  with  ardour,  which  tramples 
on  difficulty,  rejoices  iu  suffering,  abounds 
in  lov^  and  attiacts  by  the  devotedness 
and  intensity  of  its  feelings.   Going,  as 
it  were,  into  the  highways  and  hedges  of 
Society,  such  a  one  will  indeed  compel, 
persuade,  those  to  come  in,  who,  Uving 
out  of  the  very  pale  of  the  dMirch,  can- 
not otherwise  be  induced  to  Usten.  It 
nay  be  truly  said,  *  knawtag  the  terras 
of  the  law,  they  peisuada  men and, 
'doubtless,  *  turning  many  to  righteou»> 
401638,*  shall  *  themselves,  shine  as  the  stars 
4kx  ever.' 

'  «  But,'*  continued  Mr.  GreviUe,  'in 
the  country,  where  sin  abounds  less  glar- 
ingly, where  it  is  possible  to  draw  witii 
:the  cords  of  love,  I  have  observed  that 
I'^mplicity  of  heart  and  manners  is  always 
'  lost  by  the  introduction  of  these  strangers, 
-however  good  their  first  intention  may  be. 
^Finding  fewer  objects  of  magnitude,  on 
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which  to  dart  tho  lij^btaing  of  HearoiH 

(ever  the  favourite  topic  with  new  con* 
y6rt8»)  they  frequentlj  cffate  schisaui  in 
the  church,  disunion  in  private  life,  and 
contempt  ior  establiflhaieiita  of  every  de- 
flcription.  They  irfleii  inspire  the  ignov» 
ant  with  great  spiritual  pride,  and  aa 
affisctaticm  of  knowledge  so  ^^gmting^ 
that  is  apt  to  awaken  in  their  minister, 
lesentmeat  which  may  lead  to  persecn* 
tion,  or  despondency,  which  may  render 
him  unequal  to  fulfilling  his  duties  ^  on 
this  subject  I  can  speak  from  painful 
experience.'' 

£  am  heartily  sorry  to  hear  it,  bott 
for  your  sake  and  my  own,  since  the 
vicinity  of  my  future  residence  rendeiB 
me  liable  to  the  same  evils.**  • 

"  It  is  on  that  account,  my  good  SHtt 
that  1  speak  to  you  so  freely,  anxious  to 
9how  you  the  thorns,  in  your  path,  th^ 
you  may  escape  them  by  prudence^  or 
disarm  them  by  wisdom  ;  the  tie  be« 
tffwa  a  minister  and  his  people  is,  x>r 
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ought  to  be,  one  of  the  most  endearing 
as  well  as  sacred,  which  binds  man  to 
man,  and,  like  that  of  marriage,  it  ought 
not  to  be  lightly  broken ;  errors  may 
icreep  in  on  either  side,  which  may  be 
amended  without  proceeding  to  extremi- 
ties, which  in  both  cases  maybe  termed,  the 
calling  in  of  a  third  party.  When  the  wife, 
thus  seduced  from  her  affianced  lord,  not 
only  listens  to  a  stranger,  but  spurns  the 
hand  that  has  long  sought  to  feed  her 
with  the  bread  of  life,  she  inflicts  a  pang 
of  which,  I  am  persuaded,  she  is  seldom 
aware*     1  declare  to  you,  my  young 
firiend,  that  I  have  gazed  on  empty  pews, 
wttti  a  sensation  so  severe,  it  seemed  as  f 
though  my  limbs,  my  very  sinews  were 
torn  from  my  bleeding  body ;  and  when 
at  the  Lord's  table,  I  missed  the  grey- 
headed old  man  and  his  decent  wife,  the 
new-married  couple,  or  the  )^oung  rao- 
dier,'  who  nsed  to  form  my  beloved  circle, 

Mr.  Gre^ille  suddenly  stopped,  it  was 
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Evident  that  his  feeUngs  overpowered 

him  ;  —  after  a  pause,  Mr.  Hilton  ex- 
clainied  in  a  sympathetic  voice; 

•«  But  surely,  Sir,  these  people  returned 
to  JOU 

«  In  numerous  instances  thej  have, 
and  where  that  was 'the  case,  I  ibund 
thc^  attentive  hearers,  devout  comtnuni- 
cants,  and  respectable  characters,  in  the 
parish.  In  &ct,  their  desertion  rendered 
me  more  diligent,  and  more  anxious  to 
ofler  my  flock  that  pasturage  best  cal- 
culated for  their  necessities  ^  this  has  been 
the  case  with  many  clergymen,  so  that 
these  people  have  done  great  good  in  • 
this  respect.  I  am,  however,  decidedly 
of  opinion,  that  as  the  increase  ot*  know* 
ledge  in  all  ranks  will  necessarily  call  for 
more  enlightened  instructor^,  so  the  Me- 
thodists will,  in  a  short  time,  become 
again  absorbed  in  the  Establishment  froQi 
which  they  originally  sprung,  and  from 
which  it  was  by  no  means  the  intention 
of  their  founder  to.  divide  them.'* 
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You  have  more  personal  knowledge 
of  thamdMuiIbavei  yel  I  dtffer  firom  jr^ni 
in  this  conclusion/'  replied  Mr.  Hilton, 
front  all  I  can  ieanit  these  people  now 

cultivate,  in  a  degree,  that  knowledge  they 
fmoerly  despised  ^  and  as  *  a  little  learn- 
ing is  a  dangerous  thing,'  so  I  fear  it  will 
1^  found»  that  all  they  possess  will  tend 
eventclallj  to  puff  ihem  up,  and,  adding 
its  influence  to  the  enthusiastic  zea^ 
/whidi  ia  their  great  characteristiflb  render 
iliem  dangerous  both  to  church  and  state* 
rYour  fiiend  Mr*  Thomdifie  is  as  great  a 
bigot  and  fanatic,  as  full  of  fury  and 
blindness,  as  either  Queen  Mary  or  Bishop 
Btmn^f  and,  if  he  had  life  power,  woald 
light  the  fires  of  Smithfield  as  soon ; 
•ftom  such  men,  may  God  ansd  wur  go^ 
-vernors  preserve  us 

•      Ohl  poor  ThomcU&.ia  a  kind  .of 
7'ara  avis ;  you  are  too  hard  upon  them 
a  great  deal,  for  depend  upon  it,  many 
of  whom  the  worid  is  not  worthy," 
may  be  timud  among'em/' 
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WiUiuii's  heart  beat  very  qutcky  and 

twice  he  almost  articulated  the  name  of 
that  beloved  mother,  who  had  aoatohed 
him  from  misery,  and  most  probably 
saved  Urn  from  guill^  but  his  modestft 
and  due  sense  of  his  situation,  prevented 
him  from  speaking ;  and  as  the  last  ob- 
sorvatkm  haded  the  Mtde  party  wkhin- 
Mr.  Grevilie's  gates,  the  grateful  wishet 
of  his  hearty  were  ftiratrated  for  the  pi^ 
sent — he  was  told  to  go  and  dry  himself 
by  the  kitchen  fire^  and  Mr.GreviUe't 
servant  was  ordered  to  tie  the  great-coats 
ia  a  bundle^  and  give  the  boy  a  mug  of 
beer,  to  take  while  he  wanned  himself.  ' 

A  respectable  elderly  woman  was 
sitting  by  the  fire,  mending  her  master^* 
stockings  I  but  with  that  officiousness 
which  a  sense  of  duty  stqipUes,  she  rose 
to  tie  the  bundle  better  than  the  man 
had  done  it ;  in  doing -this,  her  spectades- 
fell  off,  and  one  of  their  glasses  was 
broken.  Dear  me,  what  a  job  is 
this,''  exdaimed  the  poor  woman,  I 
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♦  "  I 

cau  do  iiothiog  without  tUeoi,  aud  for 
that  matter,  little  with  them — how  I  do 
wish,  Missess  could  hear  of  a  nice  tidy 
girl»  with  pretty  goodr  bandflkat  h&p  needle ; 
for  neither  herself  nor  me  are  worth,  a 
fiurthing  now-a-days^" 

Again  poor  William's  heart  beat  quick, 
andiiis  colour  rose,  but  be  felt  as  it'  be 
durst  not  speak  ;  and  he  was  d^arting 
with  his  bundle,  when  the  pleasant,  way 
in  which  the  ok)  servant  bid  liim  good ' 
night,**  encouraged  him ;  he  stepped 
back,  and  aiter  hoping,  she  wouldn't 
think  him  too  bold,**  begged  to  say,  ' 

be  knew  a  young  girl,  who  sewed  very 
well,  and  had  began  to  be  a  mantua- 
maker,  he  believed.** 

^  Who  was  she  was  quickly  asked,'  •  ' 
and  answered,  but  alas !  the  rising  hope 
was  suddenly  extinguished,  by  the  ob« 
servation,  of  "  O !  old  Allen's  girl — - 
they  are  Methodist  folks,  X  never  knew 
any  good  come  of  they — it*  was  AUen's 
wife,"  said  sbe«  (turning  to  the  mm) 
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that  took,  that  vagabond  boy  some  two 
years  back,  I  remember  i  I  suppose^  she'd 
a  mind  to  see  if  the  proverb  be  true, 
*  the  greater  the  saintj  the  greater  the 
sinner/ 

« 

Poor  William  turned  as  red  as  scaiiet, 
and  the  tears  struck  into  his  eyes,  and 
as  he  had  just  taken  up  the  lantern,  the 
change  in  his  countenance  was  very 
visible -~  the  good  woman  instantly  re- 
jected she  had  heard,  this  poor  boy 
had  been  taken  into  the  service  of 
Mr«  Thornclifie,  and  she  had  now  no 
doubt,  he  stood  before  her,  and  that  he 
pyossessed  both  gratitude,  and  sensibility, 
whatever  the  Aliens  might  do*  Sorry 
for. the  pain  she  had  given,  she  instantly 
began  enquiries  in  a  different  tone,  whiph 
ended  in  a  declaration,  that  she  would 
introduce  the  young  girl  to  her  mistress, 
*<and  if  so  be  they  agreed,  she  would, 
take  care  to  msike  the  house  comtbrtabie 
to.  her/'  for  her  part,  **  she.  knew  there 
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were  good  and  bed  of  all  aorti^  and  hb 

reverence  said  the  same.*' 

4^  WiUiam  was  indeed  aware  of  the 
«paster^«  liberality,  and  much  pleased 
with  the  air  of  comfort  and  quietness  in 
bia  hoiueb  he  considered  this  a  deUghtAil 
prospect  for  Joseph's  daughter,  and  had* 
on  the  foUowing  morning,  when  he  ran 
over  with  the  news,  the  satisfaction  to 
Sfkd  it  hailed  as  such  .by  the  fiumly^  for 
winter  had  now  set  in,  with  all  its  usual 
faciaUi^  which  were  felt  particularly  hard 
to  the  young  girl,  who  had  been  very 
difi^reutly  situated  till  n6w« 

Betty  accompanied  her  step-daughter 
to  Mr.  .Greville's,  and  as  she  was  a  woman 
of  great  simplicity  of  manners,  entirely 
free  from  that  affectation,  which  fre- 
quently renders  even  the  worthiest  peopie 
in  the  sect  to  which  she  rather  iiidined» 
than  belonged*  unpleasant  ^  Mrs.  Gre- 
viUe,  though  unconscious  of  the  eztca- 
Ofdixwy  virtues  ^he  really  possessed, 
soon  engaged  her  daughter.  Mary  Allen 
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bad  by  this  time  learnt  the  value  of 
that  mother-in-law  she  had  at  one  time 
dreaded^  and  of  course^  in  a  degree  dis- 
liked; and  the  maniMsr  in  which  she 
parted  from  her,  showed  the  family  she 
entered,  so  much  of  the  humble  merits 
of  poor  Betty,  that  they  became  her 
iriends,  and  thoiigli  living  at  the  distance 
of  some  miles,  contrived  to  assist  Jo- 
seph considerably,  in  the  course  of  the 
inclement  season,  during  which  he  was 
a  sufierer }  so  that  he  had  not  for  many 
years  got  over  a  winter  so  well  as  the 
present, 

# 

■ 

ENS  OF  TU£  im&D  YOLUMB* 


VOL,  III.  ■  ■         it  .. 

Digitized  by  Gopgle 


rrintcd.by  A.  and  R.  Spottiswoodei 

Digitized  by  Gopgle 


/ 


TALES 


or 


THE  PRIORY. 


VOL.  IV. 


t  * 

t  • 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


Mmed  bjr  A.  and  B«  SpottMiPMd% 
riinlMi  llrm^  TifHIirTri 


Digiiiz 


TALES 
THE  PRIORY. 

VOL.  IV. 

Digitized  by  Google 


TALES 

01- 

rHE  PRIORY  . 


EIIZABETH  AND  HER  BOYS;  OR,  THE 

BEGGAR'S  STORYt 

CONTINUED. 

CHAP.  VI. 

.  Wliafe  naa  bot  aatt  the  enw^ 
Ofelm^^  tlie  wfaidi  all  mortd  things  doth  finraf  ? 

_    »    _  _  • 

Which  that  to  all  'may  better  yet  ^peace 

I  will  Jthearse  that  w^om  I  heard  say.  SfMsEB. 

_  • 

It  now  becamo  apparent,  that  the  niuoe* 
reus  coacerns,.  extensive  hospitality,  and 
innumerable  charities,  in  which  Mr. 
Iliornelifie  indulged  himself,  had  involved 
him  in  most  distressing  embarrassments. 
Xhe  multiplicity  of  his  engagements 
utterly  psBv^ting  his«8ttention  to  many, 

VOL.  IV.  B 
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(although  a  man  whose  mental  and  per-  | 
sonal  activity  were  really  extraordinary,) 
he  had  been  of  course  compelled  to  en- 
trust them  in  the  hands  of  others,  and 
had  been,  in  general,  unwise  or  unfor- 
tunate in  his  choice  of  agents.  These 
were  iu  many  instances  enthusiasts,  who 
considered  it  meritorious  to     take  no  | 
heed  to  the  things  of  this  world,"  al- 
though they  accepted  liberal  rewards  for 
offices  which  certainly  demanded  much 
worldly  care  and  application.  They  were 
fimher  unfit  for  then:  situation,  by  being 
selected  from  the  lowest  order  of  society, 
fiom  those  who^  hai^ng  never  poisessed 
property,  knew  not  its  value,  beyond  the 
immediate  comforts  of  provision  for  the 
day,  which  Kfnis  aecured  to  thofli  alt 
brother  Thomcliffe's  risk.   There,  were 
'  QOk  wwting  olherp  whe^  indM  dniaeftsr 
of  the  new  convert,  (who  was  at  once 
peoessiiig  withismriciotts 
tdheme  of  emokrmiBnt,  and  yet  dealing 
|nrofiiie^  the  jprofits  of  each  amo^g  the 
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hm)immh).  sAW  tbe :  pomec  «tf  ^reaping 
bacmt  finooi  hig  improdenee,  and  seeing 
ing  •  ■  ratotat  foe  tkevam^fit,  firom  the 
week, o^!/{iro|ierty..tl]flg^ .had.  ^ace  iittia 
l^ro^ficb  fiogecing  -f*  thase  wera  few  ia 
wakher^ 'bii(  thflk.bite  was  the  nuwt 
de&dixy .  UuHJgh  mmea  y  and  it- was  sor* 
^cisiag»  ia  iurar  abort-a-tuxie  the  fosmasov 
of  aiiaadsonie,  aod  once  tbdvlog  proj^]> 
ty»  retained  only  its  name which  shortly 
afler,  lika  ihe  shfil  of  an  excavated 
building,  xvumbled  also  to  the.  dust. 

During  the. period  of  this  progressive 
rauD* .  the  temper  of  Mr.  Thornclifie  grew  ' 
vme  aad  wcffse.;  but  the  consciousness 
of  Jus  «wii(  ftwfMnt  etroBB  tn,that  leBpeet, 
iiDposed  upon-  btm  a^Juad  of.  mtiaint 
which  whelped  to.  dac^ive  him  into  the 
belief,  .that .he  was  a  leligioua  oharaeler, 
8kHg^ng:with  misfottunes ;  andhe&e- 
gently  arsoga^  to  lumsdf  tho  4itle  oi' 
hefaig.Ane  of  those,-**  whom  God  h>v6di« 
and,therefore  chastisethi' '  although  every 
^p^jent  efiortfteimade^  iiras  in  fact  under 
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Idle  eye  fii' maa  only ;  for  tfatf  mbment  Us 

dass^leader,  or  the  visiting  preacher  had 
left  the  hou^  his  wili^wd  servants  receiv- 
.cdthe  angry  imreotive,  cruel  taunt,  or  utt- 
merited  reproach;  which  arose  from  a 
temper  soured  by  contendiogwith  difieui- 
ties  and  disappointments!  which  were  the 
mult  cf  ambitioos  piiqecto,  and  the 
impetus  of  a  mind  which,  tearing  itself 
at  ottce*  from  vaiioos  habitual  gmuse^ 
ments,  sought  to  supply  the  vacuum  by 
more.8pecious»  but  not  wiser  occupations* 
Mr..  Thonidiflb  was  a  deddve  preof, 
that  a  man  may  retain,  and  even  greatly 
increase  that  ^iriiich  be  condeinna  aa  evil 
in  himself)  under  a  new  form,  and  par* 
ticularly  in  one  mode^  which  we  OMntiim 
more  immediately,  because  we  know  that 
V»9Jxy  who  have  been  rated  .higl^ly  as 
rei^oua  people,  have  iillen  into  it ;  this 
was  the  spb^il  of  gambling  ^  .before :  thi|^ 
period,  which  he  &isely,  .though .  ast 
hypocritically,  styled  his  conversion,  he 

Yfi»  wont  to  esjoy  with  haradesa  badin* 
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age  aixl  noisy  mirtii,  a  game  at  cardii 

n  which,  though  ever  the  most  venturous 
<rf*  his  party»  be  never  won  or  lost  my 
thing  worth  even  a  momentfs*  thought; 
Xn  renouncing  this  amusementy.  lie  gave 
himself  great  credit,  especially  as  even 
when  he  allowed  himself  a  trial  of  skill 
atrcribbage,  he  refused  to  play  for  the 
most  trifling,  stake.  When,  abandoning 
this  diversion,  he  ventured,  money  -in 
speculations  on  subjects  of  commerce  to 
wbioh  be:  was  totally  k' stranger  ^  engaged 
with  an  inadequate  capital,  in  schemes 
which  embraced  prodigious  credit,  and 
finally  supported  that  credit  by  accomr 
modation  bills,  in  connection  with  persons 
.wbose  characters  were  worthless,  or  with 
others  wlipse  simplicity  was  imposed  on ; 
Itineiner  entered  bis  mind  that  he  was  a 
gambler  of  the  most  daring  and  destruc- 
tive kind  (  that  he  was  not  only  .playing 
with  that  property  in  which  his  wife  and 
innocent  children  hadaceitainright,  but 
dutt,  of  aU  those,  whose  confidence  de* 
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manded  both  his.  integritj^.and  hisgiati. 
tudej  and  that  in  .  thus  failing  in  the 
great  moral  obligations  of  society,  he  was, 
in  daring  to  call  himself  a  Christian, 
ttvUj  «*  drucifying  the  Sob  of  God  a-fresh, 
ing  him  to  open  «h«aie/'tiat  the 
very  time  his  prood  sphrit  tAis  inimudly 
sayings  M  I  play  110  cnnds,  'I  .freqattnt  no 
pUy-hiouses,  I  shoot  not,  iieithec  do  1 
hmit  'f  the  siniiii  diversions  of  both  towo 
iknd  country  are  unknowo  tOimfi»  law 
not  as  other  men,"  and  m«y  sa^y  io  all 
my-  neighbours^- -^i  stand.. off!  for  I  .am 
holier  than  ye.**  '    ♦     i.  . 

The  fate  of  Mrs.  ThomcUflfe  in  this 
case  bad  been  as  pitiable  a$  her  coa^ct 
was  excellent,  and  her.  counsel  had  been 
as  prudent  as  it  "was  unavailing.  As  one 
scheme  after  anotlier  had  been  of&red  by 
the  weak  or  designing,  she  had,  as  well 
as  she  was  able,  examined  them,  and  in^ 
treated  him  not  to  puinme  them ;  and,  i» 
tuiBlly  a.peiie(»itiv)e  and.Bciite  wmmb^ 
had  endeavofired  to  point  ool  wheraiB 
their  real  weakness  or  relative  incoove. 
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nience  had  consisted.  When  ber  reasont^ 

were  ridiculed,  her  fears  condemnedy 
the  plan  pnrsiied,  and  its  ev9s  realisec^ 
with  all  the  heroism  of  true  tenderness, 
the  forbearance  which  is  best  learnt  in 
the  Gospel,  she  forbbre  all  remark'on  the 
subject,  and  only  struggled  how  to  best 
partake  that  load  which  overwhelihed 
her,  and  cheer  the  spirit  which  was  as 
cowardfy  in  adversity,  as  ardent  in  pros* 
perity. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  however 

slow  the  decay  of  sickness,  yet  death  al« 
ways  seems  sudden,  at  last.   The  sanie 
MBail:  holds  good  of  rained  circum^ 
stances.    Mr.  Thomcliffe,  long  injured 
as  it  were  in  every  vein  and  artery,  which 
were,'  however,  still  sucked  in  his  house 
and  his  tables  was  at  last  wounded  to  tb^ 
heart.    An  execution  was  taken  on  his 
goods;  his  friends  declared  themselves 
unwilling  to  bail  him.    From  the  numer- 
ous arrests  against  him,  be  was  compelled 
to  leave  his  house,  and  his  brother-in-law 
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stepped  iorward  to  make  the  beat  ar« 
rangemeats  possible*  with  his  creditors ; 
flattering  himseli'that  out  of  such  various 
property  there  would  still  be  found  some- 
thing which  might  prove  sufficiently  be- 
neficial to  satisfy  his  creditors. 

Although  the  servants  were  atiAched 
to  Mrs.  Thomciifie^  yet  they  had  so  often 
been  changed  of  late,  or  ^se  been  so  ilU  . 
used,  that  they  thought  they  bad  en- 
dured sufficient ;  and  the  general  breaking 
up  of  the  house  (further  than  concej:oed 
their  pecuniary  clainfis)  did  not  seem  to 
trouble  them  ;  especially  when  their  ladjt 
having  removed  to  her  sister's  hou&i^  w 
longer  awoke  their  sympatliy  by  her  pre- 
sence. This  lady  hiid,  to  the  very  ut- 
most of  her  power,  discharged  the  m^;:^ 
immediate  debts  of  her  department^  there- 
fore so  little  was  found  owing,  that.Mr. 
Tomhnson  thought  himself*  justifiable  tq 
immediately  paying  the  servants^  wages } 
after  receiving  which  they  all  departed, 
save  WiUiain« 
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sMx^  Tooiliiiaoii^  as  we  /have  already 
seen,  was  rather  a  good-humoured  thm 
an  observant  maiu  When  our  poor  boy 
had  been  summoned  with  the  rest  to  take 
his  due»  it  was  long  before  he  could  jbe 
found;  but  .this  only  led  to  a  repriijfiand 
foft  his  carelessness.  WheUf  however* 
it  was  perceived  that  he  did  not  go  away 
with  the  rest,  seeing  he  had  a  home  to 
go  to,  the  gentleman  enquired,  "  if  he 
had  any  reason  for  staying  about  tlie 
house?*'  .  t 

<^  I  suppose,  Sir/^  said  WiUian,  with 
a  de^  sigh,  ^  things  will  be  settled  some 
time?"' 

I.  hope  so,  certainly,  my  lad  ;  but 
what  of  that  •  c 

^<  My  master  will  want  a  servant 

and  . 

He  will  want  no  footman;  that  is 
quite  out  of  the  question. .  Besides,  you 
cannot  surely  wish  to  live  with  him  ?  I 
know  what  he  has  been  to  you,  and  what 
you  have  been  to  him }  I  wiU  give  you  a 
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a  place.?^  •       *  '    •    r   .r  .  ^ 

**  1  have  no  iear,  Sii,  £or  myself  ^  but 
I  can  turn  my  ^laiid  lb  8Dj[.tiiiDg*;^-jdMlfi 
b^'  pardon,  Sir,  I  do  think  I  shalLsuit  the 
iamily  bettor  than  a  stranger.''  -    ;  h 

"  "YoU  cannot  possibly  lofve  your  toas- 
ter?^' aaidJdr.  Tomlinson»  with  aiook  of 
ig  scrnfiny* 


II  nil  II 


•  *  • 

*  •  • 


•  1  love  my  mistress,  Sir  f  and  now 
my  pooi^  maater  is  iak  diitanb  I  think, 
Sir,  — yes,  I  love  Wwi,  too,  I  am  sure  I 
do.  And  than  the  children^- Sir  $  I  could 
do  any  thing  for  them  night  g^'day.** 

Mr.  Tomlinson  was  affected.  I  wall 
tdl  my  mster  wbat  yoa  say,  *8nd  if— ^— 
well»  welli  we  shall  see :  I  will  let  you 
know, 'Wflliaili^.at  prasent! every  tKing  is 
undecided  —  I  will  consider  • 

WiUiui  Ml  that  beiiad  iio  kmger  a 
right  to  intrude,  though  both  his  head 
,  and  heart  were  vary  full  ^  andheMt  the 
money  in  his  podkct  takch  fl-ooi'v  home 
in  this  ^itu^tion  v^ry  burdensoiue  to  Imn, 
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even  wb^  cafrying  it  to  that  home 
where  it  could  hardly  iail  t^  be  weU^e, 
though  he  knew  it  would  .not  be  wished 
for.  On  the  following  Moudayi  that 
hfmse  where  he  had  now  resided  for  more 
than  three  .yeara»  was  to  be  broken  up* 
the  fbmiture  to  be  disposed  of,  and  a 
kind  of  universal  ruin  take  Jilace,  which- 
afflicted  him  exceedingly,  in  ,oon* 
templating  it,  he  forgot  hWtfften  he  had" 
wept  at  the  ill-bumouiv  or  soiferad  under 
die  anger  of  him  ibr  whom  he  now.^lt 
no  other  sentiment.than  tliat  of  the  ath- 

■  •  « 

c^restpity. 

Among  other  schemes  and  manuiac' 
tone^  Mr.  ThomcMe  had  some  time 
before  engaged  in  a  pottery,  in  conse- 
quence of  finding  a  vein  of  iiiarl  on  his 
estate  calculated  for  the  purpose.  This 
scheme  had  been  abandoned  almost  as 
soon  as  begun,  in  conseq^uence  of  the 
demand  for  money  inade  by  othor  jplans 
which  were  &rflier  adymnced  }  t>ttt  dur* 
ing  the  abort  tone  it  .was  woi^ed^  Wil- 
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liam,  who  was  delighted  with  the  power 
of  fiMrmiog  anj  thing  within  bis. power, 
had  stolen  from  his  morning's  rest  to  join 
the  worlanen,  and  mould  aome  rude 
crodkery  from  the  refuse  materialsy  with 
which  he  intended  to  surprise  poor  Betty » 
he  now  took  this  plaoe  in  his  way  home- 
ward, in  order  to  take  his  little  store, 
which  he  bad  placed  in  a  comer  of  the 

building,  and  although  too  worthless  to 
.  attract  attentiop,  might  probably  be  de» 
stroyed  if  Hot  removed  before  the  day  of 
sale. 

* 

William  had  nearly  reached  homor  with 
his  bundle  and  treasured  crockery,  when 
Mr*  Tomlinsen,  whose  house  it  will  be 
recollected  was  in  that  neighbourhood, 
overtook  him,  and,  checking  bis  horse, 
enquired,  what  he  had  got  under  his 
left  arm  ? 

.  William  instantly  presented  the.  this^ 

informing  Mr.  Tomlinsou  that  they  were 
of  his- own  making. 
M  They  are  very  decently  made  ^  and 
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*  m 

■ 

I  declares  the  material  is  really  gQod«  — 
Umphj  .U)is  scheme  was  entered  iato,  I 
know,  to  provide  for  one  of  those  caat^ 
iag  devils  I  hate  so  much ;  but  other- 
ways  I  should  not  perhaps  think  it  a  bad 
ooe/' 

Jonathan  Hamphries,  Sir,  it  a  I 
beg  pardoo,  Sir." 
**  Speak  out :  what  is  he  ?'* 
Very  honest  and  industrious*  Sir.*' 


1 

i 

I  will  see  after  this.  Perhaps,  if  ' the^  place 
were  set  forward*  you  w.ould  like  to  work 
at  it,  William  ?"  .  •  • 

■**,Oh,  yes!  1  would  work  night  and 
j^y.  Sir  i  there  is  nothing  I  should  like 
to  much,  and  I  have  beard  Jonathan  say, 
it  wouM  be  a  fortune  to  my  m^stei^  i^'  he 
/^wre  to  pursue  it." 

•**  Well,  William,  sedc  this  man  out, 
fUf^  bang,  him  to  Ahe  hall  to-morrow;;  I 
will  try  to  talk  to  lum,  ii'he  has  no  cant; 
hut  L  am  ,aick  to  dfeath  pf  a  pack,  of 
scoundrels  who  groan  m 
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a  breath  j  carrion  crowsi  that  croak  while 
th«y  devour;  they»  theyonbf  have  milled 
him/' 

'  William  did  not  believe  this ;  but  as 
it  was  uttered  rather  as  soliloquy  than 
address,  he  felt  that  he  had  no  right  to 
repel  what  he  considered  unjust  prejucfice 
in  Mr.  Tomlinson^  yet  not  entirely  with* 
out  a  foundation.        '  * 

When  poor  William  returned  to  Jo- 
seph' AUen's  cottage^  he  could  not  help 
ireverdng  to  the  time  wheh  he  had -first 
entered  it,  and  all  bis  early 'sorrows  came 
over  his  mind,  together  with  the  kindness 
of  her  who  had  rescued  him.  To  this 
succeeded  graiitude  to  God  for  the  pf(K 
tecting  hand  which  hadbitherto  support* 
.  ed  him,  and  now  blest  him  with  the  sight 
of  his  friends,  in  health,  and  enjoying 
many  Kttle  comforts  aflRirded  by  fate  hand 
and  tluit  of  Mary,  to  M9hoiA  he-had  been 
the  means  of  procuring  a  most  esttaiable 
luMna  iu  the  house  of  Mr.  Greville. 
'  The  presence  of  William  was  now  as 


XAUS  OF  THE  PUOBY*  1^ 

» 

great  a  pleasure  to  poor  Joseph,  as  it  had 
formerlj  been  a  grievance  |  end  could 
acawdy  *  regret  My  eireumttsnce  which 
biiought' hiM/ bone  agaiiit  because  he 
tluHigbi  it -was  now  very  pirobaUe  that 
the  master  with  whom  he  wrought  would 
give  Williatn  ettployment ;  and  he  had 
freqimMly  obserred  of  kte  to  Betty, 
tliat,.^^  a  ibpfcmao  was  at.  best  an  idle 
kind  of  body,  mostly  better  fed  thaa 
tpught^  like  a  race-horse,  adorned  and 
ppunpered  in  ytoiitb»  deserted  and  famish- 
ed in  age.^ 

•  Wban  Jos^l^  broached  this  doctrine 
to  Wiiliaoi,  he  was  highly  flattered  by 
perceiving  the  yotith  allowed  the  fact, 
sni*  tiMtthoed  the  opiiiion ;  but  hcfard 
with  some  d^eo  of  pain  that  he  bad 
sieiM  on  difiSsr ent  manuiactofy  ^  lor 
mck  was  his  pride  of  William,  that  he 
^sumed  inwardly  great  merit  for  bring, 
ing  fivwwiliso  clefver  a  lad  in  a  bnsinms^ 
where^ .  notwtfhslanding  the  bumble  de* 
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Ue  knew  William's.  Attachmeiit  to  hit 
mistreasy  his  love  for  the  childreD,  and  be 
felt  his  own  at  once  awakened  and  * 
akrmed.  With  a  start  of  horror,  he 
seized  William's  handy  Tell  ^e,  iqy 
good  lad»  in  mercy  tell  me  .what  has.hap^ 
pened  ?  JVly  wife,  my  little  ones,  wheve 
are  they      -  »  -  . 

<^  I  saw  M]SBias*:aiidiali  the  yMmg  ' 
ladies  through  the  window  juw  no«v 

1  hqie  they  are  well^  buti-'  ■  

•  As  William  spoke,  the  passion  of  grief 
he  had  sruggled  with  refused  to  subside. 
He  wept,  and  turned  awajr;  *•  * 

If  they  ire  well,  .what  ails  you,  Wil- 
•  Ham  ?  1  cannot  go  into  the  house  in  this 
suspense 

^  Oh,  Sir,  I  cannot -4€iMMb/  bear  to 
aee  ^oti -~  you  are  illf .  I  am  SUM  you  arei^^ 
is  tliis  £xmei  oh,  no !  yet  I  never 
thought  the  boy  a  hypocrite,  though 
others  did—  Will,  Will,  have  you 
forgot  what  sort  of  a  master  J  -WM  to 
yoo?  I  remennber  now»  they  sakl  ycHi 
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would  liave  &taid  with  me;  surel/  you 
have  no  memory 

Oh  yeBf  ^l  have  a  good  memory/' 
said .  the  .boy,  struggling  to  overcome  his 
feelings*  I  know  that  you  took  me 
into  your  service,  although  I  was  knovva 
to  have  been  a  beggar^  and  that  though 
you*  qnarrelkd  with  oie  tat'  awkr 

wasteeu^  andfalamed  me  ^  vsway  &ults» 
yet  ^roa  never  actually  drove  me  &tm 
yoan  ^lerviae.  Foe  more,  than  ^ree  years 
1  have  eaten  your  breadt  s^ad  .slept  in 
sa&ty  under  your  root.  I  have  reason  te 
thank  God  that  1  hnew.yxMi^  and  may  he 
iorbid  that  I  should  eviex  mnember  — *  at 
such  a  time  as  this  too  —  oh  no^  no/^ 

A  ii  esb  -  gush  of  tears  followed  these 
wordsy . .  and  WiUiam  ran  dpwn  another 
walk  to  hide  his  emotions.  The  disr 
l^ressed  man,  struggHng  with  his  own 
asmdcened  feelings,  obeyed  his  summons 
t»  the  housci  and  in  a  short  ^e  listaMd. 
Ui  the  plan,  st^gesled  by  hn  brotiieivini^ 
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laVf  for  bis  future  relief  as  onigioaUy 
named  by  William. 

'The  utter  despondency,  uow  evinced 
by  Mr.  Thorncliffe,  was  almost  as  pro* 
Yoking  to  Mn  Tomitimoa  aB'his  ibnii«r 
boasting,  bustling  numners  bad  been; 
and  be  was  on  the  point  of  throwing  up 
the  whole  of  his  affairs  in  a  pet, .when- 
the  re-entrance  ck'  WiUiam  gaye  Mime- 
pause  lo  the  one  and  some  encourage- 
ment to  the  other.  .  In  seeing  one  human 
being  really  aud  conscientiously  attach- 
ing, himself  to  his  fallen  fortunes,  tlie 
ruined  man  ^ined  power  to  declare^. 

that  be  would  d^  alt  in  the  .concern  re> 
quired  of  him  and  on  bearing  tlusy 
spoken  at.  once  with  a  resolute  and  de- 
jected air,  pity  regained  her  p^ce.in 
Tonliason's.  hearty  he  proceeded  to  en* 
gage  Humphries  as  ibranan»  to  place 
William  in  bis  bands,  as  apprenticer 
guarantee  tlie  property,  irom  injury  at 
present,  in  order  to  preserve  it  for  Mr* 
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Thornclifie  as  the  future  master*  Hum<- 
phries'  interest  waSt  in  this  arraogement, 
very  greatly  increased,  on  the  condition 
his  rendering  more  essential  services 
than  he  had  ever  done  before  j  and  Mr. 
Tomlinson  took  especial  care  to  bargain 
that  his  time  should  be  dedicated  to  the 
conceTn9  knowing  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  it  was  wont  to  foe  *  devoted  to 
the  occupi»tion  -of  fi^d-prdaefaing  in  a 
distant  neighbourhood*    Having  settled 
these  points,  he  took  leave-  of  .iiim  with 
an  air  of  confidence  and  re^>ect  wiUi 
whicht  from  a  man  of  Mr.  Tomlinson's 
consequence,  he  had-  never  been  treated 
before,  excepting  the  fallen  Tiiorncliffe. 
,  cc  -Thus  are  the  righteous  exalted,  and 
the  proud  sent  empty  away,"  observed 
Humphries,  as  the  hall-door  closed  on 
them,  casting  an  eye  towanlsrhis  late 
master,  whose  deep       nkt  M>  ear  at 
the  same  motatont.  ' 

W  you-  mean  tha4  ibr  Mr.  Thorn- 
cli£fe,  I  must  say!  it  ig  not  •  very  beoom- 
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ing/*  said  W«Uiftin»  .ip  .^  tope  of  wger. 

No  1  it.  ill  becomes  you  to  quote  Scrip- 
ture against  him  who  so  lately  fed  you 
and  bMueaiMd  hioMelC  to  iirten  to  your 
prayero^  M»  he  has  dau«  many  a  time  to 
fliy..kiiowledge-(  it  would  become  you  as 
well  to  remember  that  text  Yfhioh  says, 

Thou  «lnlt  not  break  a  braised  raed)'' 
and  aaofeber^  Ingratitude  is  aa  tbe  sio 
of  :witohcrafU"  Let  Mi:.  Thocuclifib  have 
been.wl^t  h»  will  to  Qthers»  his  house, 
hispurse^  and  his  b^art,  have  been  open 


1 

1 

all  hftcomea  Aflw  tatvample  on  ium  in  bis 

''^.Nay^  childt  I  trample  on  no  iqaOy 
but,  I  know  whatr  be  VMifk  tbat'a  pertain, 
and  l4m  Wbat  he  is  now ;  I  marvel  muoh 
at)  thy  defeuae  of  biaft ;  if  thou  sti^kivt 
thuis  to.  a  bad  master^  what  wouldest  thou 
do  for  a  good  one?*' 

It  18  in  your  power  to  try,  for  I  am 
sdMiut  to  become  your  aervant  i<i  a  gteat 
mea^ue^  hut  I  wish,  you  to  learn, 
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thtt  I  thali  always  consider  kim  as  my 
keadf  aod  while  I  tmdex  you  my  labour 
aod  obedieoce»  as  ia  duty  boundt  when 
working ;  yet  .to.  him  aod  his  shall  my 
services  be  dedicated  in  every  other 
momeot  of  my  time.^ 

Aa  Humphries  had  understood  that  he 
owed  that  good  character  to  Williamt 
which  bad  procured  him  the  late  advan- 
tageous ^ii|gageQient»  he  did  not  obj^ 
to  tbM  arrangeiBisiity  aod  tbey  partMimi 
termd  of  |(ood  uiMkrsrandiag  with  each 
Qthei-t  ^Although,  tl^ere  was  little;  personal 
regard  at  .this  .time  on  either  side.  Hum- 
pluies  was  content  witb  aileiitly  assign* 
ing  William  lo.SataBy  sating  Jie.wafra 
Belialf  and  William  wished  iiim  in 
return^  a  heart  more  in  unison  with  his 
^professions  as  a  rel^ous  inan  and  a  good 
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♦  • 

CHAP.  VII. 

« 

See  here  acquitted  of  all  vain  pretence. 
The  reign  of  genuine  charity  commence ; 
*  •  .  r  Though  scorn  repay  her  sympathetic  tean, 
•  She  stiU  is  Uact  and  stiU  ahe  |M»MeTcm. 

A  aALs  in  a  couiitiy  villiga^  espectaUy 
when  it  arises^  as  itk  this  caset  from  the 
ruin  of*  a  pace  comparatively  wealthy 
and  important  family,  is  an  object  of 
great  interest,  and  nettdr"  fink  to  be 
€£9 Wiled  hy  the  busy,  the  idte,  the  mede- 
icolent,  and  even*  the  sorrowiuL-  Thia..of 
poor  Tbornclifife's  attracted  even  more 
thiln*Ufoal  attention,  it  draw  together 
both  those  rery  opposite  cUsses  ot*  peo^ 
pie,,  amongst  whom  his  time  had  been 
spent;  the  gay  world  and  the  serious 
here  met,  and  jostled  in  good  humour, 
or  jarred  in  qute ;  rather  acoofding  ta 
the  humours  than  the  principles  of  either ; 
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^  were  intent  on  maldng  birgaiost  or 
commeaiisj  a  carcase  lay  before  them 

whicli  must  be  stripped*  and  every  one . 
performed  his  office  in  the  manner  most 
^reeable  to  his  inclination ;  for  the  num-  - 
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the  conduct  of  each  individual  secure 
from  notice.  •     .  ^ 

^  'Tis  a  sad  sight  this,"  said  the  little 
ttciseman  to  the  barber ;  it  goes  to 
my  beart.*' 

So  it  does  to  mine,  but  it  is  just 
what  I  expected  from  the  time  he  took 
those  culamites,  or,  as  I  call  'em,  cater- 
pillars, into  his  house  by  dozens  i  there 

♦ 

were  they  sucking  him  like  leeches,  a 
parcel  oi  straight-haired  democrats,  as 
empty  as  a  powder-pufil*^  - 

The  billiard-table  putting  up;  *«  ah! 
that  pieix  of  sinful  vanity  has  had  a  long 
f€st;  the  evil  one  is  busy  now )  be  listens 
eagerly  to  see  .what  wicked  spul  shall  be 
entrapped  j .  gone  for  twoity  pounds ; 
key,  ha !  —  the  dinner  tables,  why  surely 

VOL*  IV.  C  > 
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gisten  Bearan!  d^o/i:  bid  «t  lijiwm  /  upon. 
mj^.wordU  I  ahcMjldii't.  hsi-  tboi^t.m'U 
bid  against  me ;  aa^*  nay*  she  sbaU  hav/^ 
e'm }  Pvfi  made  her  pay  for  them  ho:ifi^ 

ew;  thttt^aimj  opnfort ;  they  faaire  btfiAi 
not  sounds  1  know/* 

Thus  spoke  the  pious  wife  of  the.  apo- 
thecary^  as  the  richer  lady  of  the  corn- 
faotoTt  hen  apiritttsil*  friend,  gMofld  tbf- 
prize  she  wanted.  As  it  moved  offi  Mi^ft 
M!ia4^ball»  m  aoc^ept  fxmdm^  observed 
with  a  sigh;  "  Ho.w  many  sujl  ax|;rava- 
gaat  dinner  li«ve.  Isem  set  upon  thow 

«^  Yptt.  have..  %.  ijight  t»  sa^  tha^*' 

observed  the  lady  who  h?^  got.them.i 
for  I  believe  there,  were  few  of  thjSfP 
made  here^  th^t  y<Hi:  did  ]iot.  .h€d{ii  to 
esfc'*' 

"  I  atep^ca^jr  of  t)i6ii»,,tiU  you,  »a4jfow 
S9t,  Giwn«  io.  au4  turned,  honf^t.^pjp^ 


m 

.  AikmA  \wi^  \  h— If  li  the  last  speaker; 
though  a  .wiuBper  spread  round  the  roott* 
against  her,  but  it  was  hushed  by  the- 
Miii'BHii  •fia  Ityi  iittskat  rfiinea^ 

"  Xbeili&en^a  ia  a^  prattjn  coadittoor  I'ii 
bftibaimdibr.it>?  wbiapeced  Mn^Gkrlpa-^ 
leyt  tfae  attorney's  lady>  to  her  friend> 
^  for  when  the  mistKM^  a.*  house  is 
etafoaUy  pwadiit^  aadiptajkigi  ererpi 
thing  goea.tOiWieck.^  &r  ay  part  I  lo¥e 
i^y  rabdwn  in.aa  eveuiog^  .X  coniess^  but 
I  take  care  my  maids  eat  no  idle  bread  > 
I  should  hke;  thoaet  tablehcloliis,  but  -«*i 
wiMtdMBs  tber'manusay^  wanranted  wtdi« 
oai^ahab?.  aye»  aye,.  I  see  hew  it  ia*«^ 
ail  got  up  for  the  occasion*^' 

'  ^  TSicry:  say;  there  wiU  not  be  five  shii- 
linga  in  the  pound  ;  no  not  even  with 
wHi^mmX^*  said  <iiie>  to  his.  wigh^ 

» 

<^  Lam  fuUy*  persuaded  withi  aU  this,'* 
oji^erved.  anotber^  ^hat  Thorncli&i's 
aSairs  are  rather  in  an  embarrassed^  than 
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speettMe,  and  tiioiigfa  kt  kq*  m 
home,  he  did  nodnog  mli«MBMt  ;  Ik 
bad  iiad  too  many  imia  im 
tctw^  and  iMiM  woiiid  jpiffVji^ 
did  weii ;  hy  and  bye^  wben 
ffftfrij  it  will  be  S66tt  that  be  bas 
aod  to  spaire  f  .be  is  a  shaq^  maii^  ai 
his  owo  eye&  have  been  ever) 
every  thing  would  have  done  welL^ 

f ^  So  they  are  all  at  Tomlinson'^  it 
aeems  —  aye^  they  will  soon  have  the 
blue  cheese  brought  out  there,  I'll  an- 
swer for  it — yes,  yes,  they'll  bite  the 
bridle  presently  in  that  quarter,**  said 
one. 

How  happy  they  are  in  being  witfa 
such  good'teaiferedoreatores  as  die  Ton- 
linsbuB,  In  lAm  time  of  trouble;  Tin  sme 
th^*ll  be  welcome  there^**  said  another. 


■ 

r 

T 

ings  were  taking  place,  Wiliiatn,  with  s 
heavy  heaii;,  was,  by-  the  direction  of  the 
assignees,  watching  the  property.  lo 
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spite  of  his  vigilaac^  several  little  matters 
had  been  stolen  y  and  he  had  been  re- 
peatedly reminded  of  what  was  called  his 
own  origin  j  and  told,  that  he  did  not 
verify  the  proverb  of,  "  set  a  thief  to 
watch  a  thief."    He  had,  in  truth,  been 

i  soBKwhat  too  busy  in  realising  property 
oi  his  «wn,  for  he  had  bsoome  the  pur- 

;  chaser  of  a  feather-bed  and  a  small  lot  ai' 
sherry  wtne^  which  be  knew  to  be  worth 
much  more  than  was  bid  for  k;  and 
whilst  he  was  packing  the  first  property, 

:  and  stowing  the  last  in  safety,  two  small 
^cles  ot'  silver  were  missing;  not  va- 

,  kiable  in  themselves,  but  rendered  so 
from  belonging  to  other  articles,  which 
were  incomplete  without  them. 

'  Betty  Alien,  late  in  the  day,  had  taken 
a  Walk  over,  more  for  the  pleasure  of  re- 
taming  with  William  than  any  other 
"*wineS8.  ■  As  she  entered  the  yard,  she 
perceived  the  porter  employed  at  the 
w«i  beatiiig,  most  unmercifully,  a  poor 
looking  child,  about  ten  years  of  age, 

c  d 
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whose  loud  sbrioks  .in  -.theibusUe  of  the 
place  were  wholly  unattended  to.  Betty 
was  in  as  great ».  hurry  as  . any  body  \  but 
never  did  the  voice  ^of;  sorrow  meet  her 
ear  unnoticed ;  -  instantly  flying  to  the 
nmi,  £^e  besought 'him  . to  desist. 

<*  And  'tO'enoQurage  dnm  >fn  fltceUng, 
and  let  'him  come  ito  tin  ^Uows,"  «aid 
the  man* 

Stea^ng !  ih&t  is  drevdfiri ;  but, 
alas  1  be  Ipoks  just  Manved  to*  daotb,  and 
they  say  hunger  breaks  «tone  waUs." 

<*  NiQUsense  !  lie  couldnM;  eataUver," 
cried  the  man,.  trinmphimtLy  holding  up 
the  articles  which  .had  been  missed,  .and 
which  he  had  drawn  from  the  ragged 
garment  of  the  delinquent. 
,  The  child,  hungry^  tenrified,  and  smart* 
|ng  in  every  limb,  reeled,  almost  fainthog 
against  poor  JBetty,  «who8e  compasena 
vas  so  ideeply  moved,  thai  even  wldle«he 
acknowledged  the  :tnubb  q&  these  asser- 
tions she  yet  shrunk  >l80im  tJraii:  :appli> 
cjOion,  and  .folded  the  fKr^tcbed  oAeadtr 
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-m  her  arms,  where  foi  some  time  be  lay 
nearly  senseless^  and  the  putiisher  ter- 
ri^d  at  the  effects  of  his  own  violence, 
ran  hastily  about  to  find  some  means  of 
relief.    William  had  been  appointed  to 
*  dtiitFibute  bread  and  beer  to  Mich  as  dhose 
rk  i  md  he  became  the  tnediatii-of  assist* 
iitig  in  the  i^storation  of  the  offending, 
miserable  child. 

'With  a  look  ok*  deep  compassion,  Wii* 
-liam  entreated  Betty  to  continue  her  care, 
being  compelled  to  attend  to  other  biua- 
uess }  and  the  poor  woman,  after  enquir- 
ing in  vain  to  whom  the  boy  belonged, 
and  how  hfe  came  there,  perceiving  too, 
ithat  his  answers  were  altogether  equivo- 
catory,  and  indicated  that  he  had  uii- 
Afappily  learnt  both  to  steal  and  to  lie, 
became  acceedingly  embarrassed.  All 
.*tfroiind  her  were  attending  to  their  own 
s^rsj  the  neh«t  part  'Cff  tbe  icdmpany 
%lereiMithdpawtis  horciesaiid  oarts  com* 
ing  ibr  goodi^  oompdted  her^vei^y  mo- 
tttiAlit  to  pemove;  and,  to  add  to  her. 

c  4 
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troublet  William  could  neither  give  her 
counsel  mx  assistance  until  all  was  over. 
«  At  lengthy  a  stranger  offered  to  give 
her  and  the  boy  a  cast  in  his  cart^  which 
she  joyfully  accepted,  and  after  an  hour's 
shaking,  which  greatly  added  to  the  tor- 
tures undea^ne  by  her  young  charge, 
she  was  set  down  at  tlie  door  of  her  own 
cottage. 

Betty  carried  the  boy  as  widl  as  she  was 
able  into  the  bouse,  placed  hioi  in  a 
chair,  and  as  she  gave  him  the  warm 
milk  which  Joseph  had  prepared  for  their 
supper,  related  the  sad  history  of  her  ac- 
quaintance with  him,  and  the  terrible 
necessity  she  had  been  under  of  bringing 

him  home  whether  she  would  or  not* 

» 

"  Fiddle  faddle,"  cried  Joseph,  *«  amoDg 
fifty  folks  more  likely  than  us  to  take  to 
him,  what  business  could  thee  have  to  be 
meddling?  Was  there  oiie  body  there 
not  better  able  to  do  .si  than  us?  Noi 
thee  knowest  not  one."* 

**  JUook at  him"  cried  Betty,  t^ing 
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off  his  ragSt  and  exhibiting  the  terrible 
weals  and  deep  gashes  in  a  skini  whicli 
though  dirty  was  very  delicate.  Look 
here,  Joseph,  and  tell  me  if  any  human 
creature  could  bear  it 

^  Well,  well/'  said  Joseph,  ^  make 
thy  best  of  him ;  but  to  bring  a  thief 
into  an  honest  man's  house,  I  call  down*- 
right  craziness.'' 

Our  blessed  Lord  was  crucitied  be* 
tween  two  thieves,  Joseph ;  and  he  died, 
giving  salvation  to  one  of  them.  What 
aire  we  that  we  should  despise  his  crea» 
tures  ?^  From  us  the  child  can  take  no- 
thing; but  we  can  give  him  good  help  in 
his  affliction,  and  good  counsel  when  he 
is  out  of  it.  What  bruises  are  these  on 
so  young  a  creature 

^  ^Tis  a  very  sad  thing,  I  see,*'  said 
Joseph,  who  was  much  softened  j  *^^ut 
what  can  we  do  with  him  ?  Thee  woiild'st 
not  put  such  a  poor  filthy  thing  as  that  to 
bed  to  our  William;  and  if*  thee  puts 
him  oitt  of  doors,  heMl  may  be  die*  O 

c  5 
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JktJtyl  $etty !  ^ant  brought  us  aft 
into  ^iribVe  (>ouU^   W'bot  wiU  i>eQone 

.  Xher«  way  sowQitluog  «o  vaelaiic^oly  k 
the  tones  of  Josef^  at  this  naasifsajt,  tba^ 
£etty  ma»  indeed  ootmpietaly  oveqpower* 
«4  with  g0rrx)w«  and  sbe  was  weepuig 
bitterly,  when  WjyUiam;^fit^«dlh^jh«Mfi^ 
bending  beneath  a  burdei;^  .ol  .a  very 
ierejit  desicription  to  ber^. 

"  .Now  farewell  to  rbemnatisni,'*  prieid 
William  ;  "  see,  here  is  a  feather-bed  lor 
you,  Joseph;  and  may  you  sleep  com- 
fortably on  it  .many,  many  years." 

This  object,  long  desired,  but  appa* 
yendy  utterly  unattainable,  drew  Joieph's 
attentioo  fyioni  the  sad  object  he  was  conf> 
templating ;  and  the  water  gushed  into 
his  eyes  4A  he  shook  William's  hand,  and 
thanked  hifl»  £6r  his  welcoooe  present* 
which,  though  poor  of  its  lund,  was  yet 
richer  in  the  poor  man's  house.  The 
^uUation  of  the  ^ood  bpy  hdd  borne 
him  tl)rou^h  the  Ikti^ue  of  bearing  it 


Digitized  by  Google 


home  after  a  busy  day }  but  vhtsn  he 
beheld  the  deplorable  object  of  Betty's 
cares,  his  spirits  and  strength  seemed  to 
sink  together,  and  as  lie  sat  dowii-,  lie 
begged  for  his  supper. 

Betty  have  given  it  to  that  lad," 
said  Joseph,  with  a  sigh  :  "  «he  had  for- 
gotCe«  fftee,  who  h£iv<e  been  a  blessing  to 
^  ever  since  wo  took  thee  m." 

Betty  could  liave  spo^«ii  Words  at  this 
moment  whieh  would  have  justafied 
conduct,  and  thrown  the  aingeneroufi  ob- 
servation back  on  him  who  uttered  it  $ 
but  though  of  quick  feelings  and  hasty 
resentments,  she  was  schooled  in  for- 
WUrance,  and  her  anxiety  to  do  good 
was  too  sincere  to  throw  any  stumbling- 
blocks  in  her  own  way  by  useless  recrimi- 
nation ;  especially  under  circumstances 
^nich  in  her  own  apprehension  justified  • 
^ch  of  what  Joseph  had  advanced. 
Gently  moving  the  boy's  head,  which 

rested  on  her  lap,  she  observed, 
"  that  William  could  eat  hasty-pudding  j 

*c  6 
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it  would  be  a  novelty  to  him  now-a-days ; 
and  it  would  go  down  sweetly  with  the 
reooUection  that  he  had  not  only  given 
them  a  cotnibrt  long  deftirad  in  vain,  but 
enabled  them  to  bestow  a  bed  on  a  poor 
child,  whose  forlorn  situation  he  could 
not  fail  to  estimate  properly/' 

To  this  William  joyfully  acceded,  and, 
as  soon  as  he  was  a  little^  rested,  with  the 
utmost  tenderness  and  alaciity,  shared 
with  his  good  mother  the  sad  task  (at 
oBce  pitiable  and  disgusting)  of  cleans- 
ing and  salving  the  wretched  object  \ 
their  compassion.  Many  a  time  did  Wil- 
liam's mind  revert  to  his  first  friend  Ser* 

« 

geant  Hallam,  as  he  witnessed  the  suf- 
ferings, or  reflected  on  the  fiiults  of  the 
boy  before  him ;  and  he  silently  thanked 
God,  that  lus  mind  had  been  stored  in 
the  first  stages  of^  existence,  with  those 
precepts  which,  e\  en  in  his  severest  trials, 
had  kept  his  hands  from  picking  and 
stealing,  and  his  tongue  from  lying;*' 
and  most  ardently  did  his  warm  heart  de* 
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sire  to  extend  tbe  gocni  he  had  reoeivadi 
to  every  deserted  and  helpless  being  so 
situated;  whilst  on  this  child  he  deter<- 
mined  to  lavish  all  the  kindness^  counselt 
and  kaming  In  bis  power  to  bestow. 

For  several  days  the  poor  boy  lay 
Itretched  m  severe  paio^  or  helpless  laii^ 
guor,  on  the  couch  which  Betty's  huma- 
nity had  prepared  for  him  $  aadt  during 
tbat  time,  William  and  her  together 
patched  him  up  sofl^e  clothings  which 
was  at  least  clean  and  comfortable,  and 
in  which  he  looked  so  much  better  than 
he  did  on  his  first  arrival,  that  even  Joi* 
seph  allowed,  ^«  that  to  be  sure  he  .was. a 
very  pretty  lad,''  qualiiying  the  observ- 
ation with  the  old  adage,  <^  handsome  is 
that  handsome  does,"  and  adding,  that, 

when  the  best  was  made  of  him,  he 
was  a  poor  sickly  thing." 

He  is  the  more  to  be  pitied  on  that 
account,"  said  Betty.  The  child  that 
cannot  work  must  yet  eat,  and  he  is  dri- 
ven from  help  in  many  cnet,  just  because 
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lie  needs  iL  What  master  mriU  Aalee  a 
aick  aervaiit?  What  oveiiseer  adnii  aa 
ailipg  pauper 

^  Very  true,"  Fetiinied  Joseph,  ^  and 
rich  fidks  should txnunder  these  things; 
it  is  tkeir  duty»  and  if  they  neglect  itt 
they  will  go  into  eternal  punishment 
Dives  saw  Lazaius  at  hib  door,  and 
wouldn't  ^ve  him  wen  the  tminbi  that 
fall  imm  liis  table:  aiterwarda^  he  liil 
lip  his  eyes,  being  in  tarmeots,  and  be* 
h^  the  same  Lazaius  in  Abraham's 
bosom.  Didn't  William  read  it  all  last 
Sunday  in  the  Teetamettt,  cosccommg 
this  rkh  roan's  punishment But  he 
never  read  that  a  poor  man  was  punished 
because  he  didn't  help  another  poor  man ! 
Answer  me  tliat^  if'  thou  canst?  But 
thou  cannot  ir 

Betty  answered  nott  for  she  ii^new  tkmk^ 
.  in  the  triumph  of  his  imagined  victory^ 
the  ebdUition  which  had  roused  her  hus- 
iMttd  to  so  long  a  sfpeech  would  subside ; 
after  a  tuneb  as  if  adifareftsing  Wil* 
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sk»  made  the  ibUawiqg,  obfterv* 

Rich  people  so  seldom  see  the  real 
MtSmng^  of  the  poor,  (who  if  they  are 
decent  people  do  their  best  to  bule  than,) 
•4ttt  it  i»  no  woiMter  maoy  hum  of  rehetp 
«ho  w4Mild  4dlherwise  get  it*  1  hey  oilea 
give  nioney  freely^  but  seldom  help  with 
their  hancb  i  that  seems  leiit  for  the  poor 
to  d(\  and  wbea  distreas  -pr^fts  close  to 
ibeir  eigh^U  enters  tiieir  tbresholdi^  ffi^gi 
their  ears,  they  surely  must  relieve  it 
if  they  be  Christians,  and  remember  their 
I«d*8  assurance,  "  Whaitsoev6r  ye  do 
unto  these  httle  ones  ye  do  also  unto 
me»** 

As  to  power,'^  continued  BeUy^ 
every  body  has  ^owie.    Had  I  been  the 
mother  of  a  fymily,  I  aaust^  by  hook  or 
<^I!oo1k,  iia¥e  fed  them}  and  for  sure  I 
fi9«kl  KiQt  have  taken  away  my  duldrena^ 
bi'ead  and  given  it  to  strangers ;  but  see* 
I  ai9  denied  these,  and  others  are 
iq  ^jr  wax«  yfhy  it  seems  a  caJl 
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to  me  .to  help  them  according  to  sty 
means.  Not  that  I  say  I  will  keep  this 
child  afler  I  have  cured  him/' 

The  sick  boy,  raising  the  long  eye- 
lashes which  shaded  his  pallid  cheek,  cast 
upon  her  a  look  of  such  imploring  sor- 
row*  that  she  hastily  recalled  thfi  words 
that  had  wounded  him,  saying,  that  if 
he  were  a  good  boy,  and  left  <^  his  bad 
ways,  periiaps  she  might  keep  him,  and 
be  a  mother  to  him  as  she  was  to  Wil* 
•  liam/' 

.  My  mother,**  said  the  lad,  "  called 
me  good  when  I  took  things ;  she  beat 
me  whra  I  took,  nothing/' 

What,  child,  did  thy  mother  teach 
thee  to  steal 

.  ««.She  called  it  taking^^^  said  the  boy. 
-  «  Where  is  your  mother  ?"  said  Wit 
liam,  shuddering.  •  ^  Who  could  she  be 
that  was  so  very  vitjf  wicked,  worse  even 

than  

"  My  mother  was  her  that  I  Kved 

withy  to  be  801^  The  womaa  that  took 
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me  irom  my  daddy's  house  a  long  time 
since,  when  I  bad  my  new  clothes  oDt 
which  made  a  man  of  me/' 

This  strange  discovery  interested  and 
affected  the  questioners.  ,  The  mother 
was  undoubtedly  some  infamous  wretch 
who  had  stolen  the  child  for  the  basest 
purposes,  and,  after  training  him  to  dift* 
bonest  practices  for  her  own  iM&efit,  had 
4e8erted  him  in  the  moment  cf  his  de- 
tection. Many  more  queries  were  now 
put,  as  to  his  real  parents  and  far  distant 
home  4  but  no  further  knowledge  could 
be  obtained  tlian  this,  which  appeared  to 
contradict  itself ;  he  said,  ^<  that  his 
niammy  had  four  children  besides  liim- 
self,  and  that  his  daddy  used  to  ss^'  he 
^as  a  gentleman's  son,  whereas,  from 
^  they  could  gather,  this  daddy  was 
himself  a  petty  farmer,  since  he  described 

occupations  as  such  with  mucji.  ac- 
curacy. 

But  what  is  your  name,  my  boy  ?'' 
It  Qsed  to.  be  Charles  Cant^  Cant~ 
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something,  i  ;told  mother  so  many  a 
isme,  but  jslie  ;Would  call  me  Bill  aU  I 
could  say/' 

iALiul  wJbat  was  your  daddy'H' name 
*^  Jonatlian,  and  my  dear  utonty  — 
and  there  was  auuther  iiamet  b^t  I  have 
forgot  it.*' 

It  mttgt  htm  hem  that  CantMiiM- 

'^^Ofa  noy  no.  That  waa  mg^  name  4iaiy« 
It  was  neither  George's,  nor  Nancy^ 
m^  mine  in  iherhooK^  daddy  oaid  80b'' 
Xkni't  ye^eae/'  aried  Joseph,  ^<  4bat 
(they  called  ium  Cantup  or  Caatweii,  or 
something  a  that  soirt^  because  he  was  ^ 
pretty  child  with  winning  ways.  Or,  since 

4:faen  nwybap,  became  he  whs  a  sort  of 
whining  beggar «~  as  they  ciEdl  ua  Metho- 
dists caatd/'  he  added,  with  a  knowing 
groan. 

This  solution  of  the  difficulty  was  al- 
lowed to  be  excellent,  and  the  praiae 
which  the^poorold  man  reorived  fot  iU 
put  hhn  in  good  humour  wkh  the  subject 
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mi'  iU ' .  So  that  (the  boy»  with  all-  his 
icaiiis  -and  .all  hi»  faulty  was  hangaftwr* 
wacd  established  in  the  cotts^  .as  « 
secand.soii,  -under  the  tender  appelkliou 
Charley. 

1  will  .give  him  meat,  Wiliiara  shall 

give  him  clothes  and  learning,"  said 

Betty.  **1  will  take  him  to  meeting,  and 

•1  trust  he  will  he  converted  and  lead  a 

anewKfe.** 

**  I  hope  -90  too^^'  said  Wiliiam,  but, 

ioK  laoiAier,  watch  him  dosely  and  wam 

Itim  \hrequ011tly.   Always  let  htm  suffer 

*fi>r.lii8  iaullSy.and  be  made  happy  when 

■h«  cQBquitf  8  them  $  so  he  will  Jeadrn  that 

lionesty  is  the  best  .poUcy>  and  in  time 

heoome  eafcahlished  in  every  thing  that  is 
good.** 

Thfi  grace  of  God,"  said  .IS^tXy, 
"  can  do  alLin  ajoaoment,  and  without  it 
»ain  is  the  help  of  man." 

•*  Nay,  jxtother,  surely  you  now  .talk  as 
'^y  master  used  to  say  tbe  Antinomians 
'n^KO    he  abused  them  ^'ithout 
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mercy.   Depend- upon  iU  we  must  all 
strive  to  enter  in  at  thie  strait  gate,  or  we 
tbail  sever  be  fbund  within  it.  .  Itis  by 
.petience,  as  well  as  faiths  . that  we  miiit 
inherit  the  promises  i  it  is  God's  will  to 
grant  our  blessings  as  the  reward  of  our 
diligence.    You  know  the  path  of  the 
just  18'  as  the  light  which  shineth  more 
and  morey  unto  the  periect  day  $  it  there^ 
fore  stands  to  reason  that  the  path  of 
the  unjust  must  begin  witli  very  faintglim- 
merings.     We  do  not  expect  harvest  ifl 
.seed  time !   Many  a  sun  vomt  shine,  and 
many  .a  shower  must  fall  beiare  we  reap 
the  fruit  oi*  our  labour •   Do  you  not  re- 
member^  that  it  was  ^long  after  St.  Peter 
had  been  a  zealous  disciple,  that  our.  Sa- 
viour said  to  him^  «  When  thou  art  coo- 
verted,  feed  my  sheep from  whence  we 
learn»  that  the  Apostle  was  not  at  that 
time  a  converted  man,  altliough  we  can- 
not doubt  that  he  was  in  the  certain  road 
to  become  one»'^ 

Thou  talk'st  away  fismouslyt''  cried 
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Jas^b»  Wtidrever  didst  thou  ieara  all 
this?*'  .  •    .  I 

Betty,  who  considered  William  inspir- ' 
ed»  was  almoit  ^  shocked  with  Joseph's 
questioQ)  butt  b^ore  she  bad  time  to 
make  any  commentf  the  youth,  with  a 
modest  confusion,  which  indicated  a 
sense  of  having  spoken  too  much  on  a 
robject  of  so  high  a  nature,  replied, 

«^  I  learnt  it  at  church,  and  in  the 
Bible/' 

"  Church  I^^  cried  Joseph,  discontent- 
edly: how  long  hast  thee  gone  to 
diurch,  pray 

I  have  gone  (every  time  I  could 
obtain  leave)  ever  since  your  daughter 
went  to  live  at  the  rector's/' 

Joseph's  features  relaxed.  Thee 
might'st  have  done  worse,  that's  for  cer- 
tain :  in  Mr.  Wedey's  time  we  went  to 

* 

church  ourselves.'' 

«  I  will  go,"  said  Betty,  "  when  the 
days  are  longer ;  &r  It  is  certain,  that  if 

Madam  Greville  bad  been  one  of  Gkxl's 
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■ 

-  own  pbeoplei  she  coold  oofe .  have  beau 
kinder^  or  in  every  respect  a  better  mis^ 
treas-  to  Mirf ,  tlum  die  is ;  and  tniy, 
hatiogthathe^a  a.ctiiiJDcb  pamoa,  Loevar 
knew  any  thing-  against  hiav  wonhipuiit 
my*  life/* 


GBAP.  Vim 

* 

Mach  was  the  man  confounded  in  his  mind. 
Partly  with  shame,  and  partly  with  diMBBjW^ 

Thftt  all  Mtof^iflht'hp  ht"^Mtf  ji4  fiy*J». 
And  Bttle  liad  fiir  Us  mcuse  tO'iqr. 

a 

AidsoooGH  Mr«.»  Xiu>riic)i^.bAd  happily 
no  re480Q».  irom  tbe  comiuicti.of  Mr*  and 
Mrs,  TamlinsQOf  to  conclude,  with  pnurt 
of  bus  soind^lJoviiig  l]^igbbaw»  tb«t4beL 
wa9  UepQiae-  an.  unwelcome  guest.;,  yet«, 
aftfift .  a  ,time>  whea  th/s  most,  sevece  .pa^ti 
of  thq.sUocktwas  austaijxed,!  whea  a^newr 
though,  humble  pcospect  of  subsistence^ 
was.  opened  to  ber  husband^  and,,  abover 
^  employment  given  to  his  time  and  his 
inind,  she  con^dered  tb^t,  itr  would,  be. 
^iifiblte>.  on  many  accounts,  that  she 
«hon)l(i.ggC€|it  the  repeated,  invitation  of 
W  «iJ^>bfofcherii;  a.  piec9PQc  of  con^idcvct^ 
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/ible  proporfcy  and  mach  £imily  attach* 
ment,  who  resided  in  the  n<Miii  of  Eng- 
land; and  thither  she  accordingly  re- 
moved  with  part  of  heryouxig  family^  the 
rest  being  detained  with  her  sister  until 
the  father  should  be  able  to  claim  them. 

,  The  jhoiise  in  which  Humphriee  resided 
adjoining  the  pottery,  having  been  erected 
by  MnThorndiffet  with  great  attention  to 
the  comfort  of  the  expected  inhabitant,  was 
now  considered  capable  of  affording  him- 
self good  and  conveni^t  lodgings;  and 
when  he  proposed  removing  thither  on  the 
evening  after  his  wife  set  out,  no  oppo- 
sition to  the  scheme  was  suggested  by  his 
host ;  in  truth,  with  his  wife,  had  vanish- 
ed  all  the  feelings,  or  rather,  aflsnmed 
feelings  of  respect,  with  which  he  had 
l^een  hithertoVegarded ;  and  as  his  habits 
of  religious  austerity,  still  more  than  his 
personal  sufK^rings,  cast  an  ahr  of  glodm 
over  the  dieerful  &mily  q£  Mr.  Tomlin* 
son,  who  had  now,  for  a  very  considerable 
tune,  submitted  to  it  with  gr^eatgood  tem- 
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per,  it  is  not  surp  risings  thafc  no  check' 
was  o£bred  to  his  d^>artiire. 

William  had  before  this  period  become 
domesticated  ia  the  house  of  Humphrief^ 
and  had  strained  every  nerve  to  rendec 
the  apartments  prepared  for  his  late  mask 
ter  as  comfortable  as  .the  nature  of  thing& 
admitted;  many  a  time  had  he  drawn 
the  piece  of  green  cloth,  with  which  he 
liad  been  favoured  to  pack  his  bed  in  at 
the  sale,  in  every  direction  over  the  little 
parlour  floor,  of  which  it  was  the  <Mily 
carpet,  tosee  if  by  any  means  it  could,  be 
rendered  a  substitute .  for  that  common 
luxury ;  and  many  a  time  did  he  caitt  his 
^es  towards  the  road,  in  hopes  of  dis- . 
cerning'  Mr.  Tomlinson's  servant  precede 
ii^  his  master,  with  some  package  of. 
useful  necessaries  of  food  or  furniture. 

These  packages  did  not  arrive}  Mr. 
Tomlinsoo  had  been  too  substantially  the 
friend  of  his  brother-in-law  to  think  of 
trifles}  and  Mrs.  Tomlinson.  was  too 
conscious  of  the  kindness  he  had  already 
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fihewn  iier  relatives,  to  trespass  further 
upon  him.  She  considered  too,  that  Mr* 
Thorncliffe  was  going  to  his  own  people, 
with  whom  he  would  be  happy,  notwilh- 
standing  the  difierence  of  birth  and  edu- 
cation between  them ;  and  she  was  per- 
suaded that  his  past  kindness  would  in* 
sui'e  him  the  grateful  attentions  of 
Humphries  and  his  family,  especially  as 
the  mistress  of  the  house  had  been  for^ 
merly  in  his  service. 

When  Susan  Kay  was  the  house-maid 
of  Mrs.  Tomlinson,  she  was  a  smart,  and 
indeed  pretty  girl,  with  so  much  ci  the 
rural  coquet  in  her  dress  and  manner, 
that  it  required  all  the  cares  of  a  judicious 
and  kind  mistress,  to  repress  a  disposition 
which  tended  to  ruin  an  active  and  other- 
wise desirable  servant*  When  the  great 
change  took  place  in  the  family  already 
mentioned,  it  was  concluded  either  that 
Susan  would  remove  from  a  place  little 
suited  to  her  disposition,  or  be  removed 
from  it  by  superiors,  who  could  not  brook 
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^cterued  her.   The  latter  circumstance 


jkhe  air  of  gaiety  and  vanity  w^ich  cha- 

was  not,  however,  Ukely  to  take  place 
with  a  kind  and  considerate  mistress,  so 
[long  as  she  fulfilled  the  duties  of  her 
station ;  and  Suaan,  with  all  h«r  vanity, 
and  deaire  for  gaiety  and  amusement, 
bad  too  much  sense  to  throw  herself  out 
«f  bread.  She  had  also  as  much  feeling 
as  a  very  vain  and-  selfish  person  can 
have  i  she  mourned  over  the  child  that 
was  ioaU  and  sympatlused  with  its  mother. 
This  sorrow  J^eiiig  once  visible  to  a 
preacher  wlio  visited  the  house^  he  im* 
puted  it  to  repentance^  and  addressed 
her  88  one  who  laboured  under  con- 

m 

viction.  In  the  course  of  his  harangue 
be  called  her  the  fair  Susanna/^  and 
iasiniiatedi  <^  bow  well  it  became  youth 
and  l^eauty  to  devote  itself  to  heavem^' 
Susan  irom  that  tiine  began  to  tlunk 
Methodists  fu  from  b«ing  disagreeable ; 
•he  learot  to  sing  hymns,  and  happening 
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to  have  a  stroDg^  clear  voice*  was  soon 
noticed  for  her  zeal»    A  short  time  pro* 
duced  a  mighty  alteration  :  she  had  seen 
two  pretty  womra  in  neat  plaited  caps^  of 
a  most  becoming  f<xrm,  and  heard  then 
admired  by  the  gentlemen,  who  stiUt  uk 
this  early  period,  visited  at  her  master 7ti 
£lusan  dropped  the  red  top-knot  and  pink 
tammy  petticoat^  which  had  distinguished 
her  hitherto^  and  got  a  drabooloiirad  bo» 
net.   A  clear  lawn  bordered  her  simper* 
ing  face,  and  concealed  the  quick  glances 
of  an  eye  ever  in  search  of  admiration. 
Instead  of  wishing  for  a  feir,  or  a  dancei 
ber  sole  delight  .was  to  attend  the  Utkle 
meetings,  where  a  few  young  people, 
like-minded  with  herself^  were  instructed 
in  singing  hymns,  wliich,  on  the  following 

Sabbath  were  exhibited  to  the  less-gifted 
crowd,  as  if  immediately  inspire  by 
heaven  to  assist  their  conversion.  The 
whole  village  pointed  at  Susan,  wd  said, 
«  Behold  the  change  !  That  girl  used  to 
run  after  every  fiddle }  but  since  her  con- 


J        by  GoOgI 


TALU  OF  TBS  PRIOAY#  ^ 


msioa  her  ieet  seek  only  the  aaoCf 

Th^  however,  was  sought  so  continu- 
ally, that  what  with  the  cares  of  meetings 
and  the  cam  of  drasa,  the  necawity  of 
keeping  up  a  high  character  fi>r  beauty  and 
8anctity»  (two  ideas  that  always  w^t  to* 
gether  iu  Susan's  mind,)  the  cares  which 
really  belonged  to  her  as  a  servant  were 
fttgotten,  and  in  a  short  time  no  indut 
gence  couhl  tolerate^  no  consideraiioo 
overlook^  the  caxeleaa  slattisbflesst  or  the 
perpetual  postponement  of  her  workf 
which  had  taken  place  in  her  department  j 
tmd  Susan- was.  at  length,  mildly,  but  firmly 
given  to  underetand»  <^  that  a  reform  must 
follow  the  revolution,  or  her  presence  (it 
could  not  be  said  her  services)  would  be 
^spensed  with/' 

Susan  had  long  given  it  as  her  private 
opinion,  that  her  mistress  was  much 
<^  a  formalist,  and  very  little*  better  than 
a  mere  moral  woman  that  like  Martha, 
she  cared  for  much  serving,  and  did  Jiot 
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duly  estimate  one,  who  like  Mary  had 
chosen  the  better  part.^^  —  That  she  her- 
self had  made  this  choice,  she  could  not 
doubt,  when  she  looked  upon  the  It^ 
creased  consideration  she  had  iately  eu- 
joyed,  the  liberty  and  the  power  which 
haid  belonged  to  her  as  the  spiritual  sisttf 
of  her  superiors ;  and  she  now  felt  this 
power  to  be  so  delightful,  that  she 
termined  to  perpetuate  it  by  marriage,  be- 
ing well  aware  it  could  never  be  enjoyed 
in  any  other  service^ 

«   Susan  had  several  admirers  at  this  tifiifi^ 
<but  not  one  among  them  who  could  satisiy 
(ler  ambition,  by  placing  her  in  the  situ- 
ation to  which  she  aspired,  which  WW 
•that  of  being  the  wife  of  a  round 
regular  preacher.  That  yearly  change 
place,  which  is  so  distressing  to  many  an 
amiable  woman,  whose  most  endearing 
friendships  and  domestic  comforts  are 
thus  continually  nipped  in  the  bud, 
to  her  light  and  yatn  mind,  a  most  de- 
sirable objects  shice  it  ofiieired  the  means 
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of  exhibition  on  various  theatres,  and 
tlie  power  of  dazzling  innumeraUe  yotSr 
ries.  As,  howevert  this  triumph  was 
denied,  i^usan  made  a  virtue  of  necessity, 
and  as  it  appeared  (like  many  of  her  sex 
in  a  much  higher  situation^) 

*  She  stooped  at  once, 
**  And  made  a  hearty  meal  upon  a  duncci," 

by  accepting  the  hand  of  Jonathan 
Humphiie^  who  was  considerably  older 
than  herself  remarkably  plain  in  his  per- 
son, and  uncouth  in  his  manner^  and  of 
whom  she  observed,  in  her  carnal  day s, 
she  would  not  have  touched  him  with  the 
tongs.*^ 

Happy  had  it  been  ibr  poor  Jonathan 
W  those  days  had  continued,  since  such 
was  his  sincere  smse  of  duty,  however, 

mixed  with  baser  matter,'^  tliat  if  he 
had  not  been  as  much  deceived  by  his 
bride^s  flaming  zeal  as  she  lierself  was,  he 
widuld  have  returned  the  compliment  by 
refusing  the  band  which  was  in  fact  oi- 
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fered  to  him  at  last,  as  he  had  not  the  J 
<»tirage,  though  he  did  iiot  want  the  in-  I 
clination  to  ask  fot-  it. 
•  It'  Susan  had  happened  to  have  either  I 
Affection  or  a  sense  of  duty,  as  well  as  i 
a  profession  of  religion,  she  might  have 
been  happy  and  made  h^  husband  so; 
for  although  ignorant  and  superstitious, 
he  was  kind,  active  in  his  business,  iiree 
from  all^vic^  and  willing  that  his  wite 
should  be  sole  mistress  in  his  little  man* 
-sion  i  but  Susan,  under  a  new  form,  was 
•still  vain,  selfish,  and  immoderately  fond 
of  pleasure,  which  qualities  she  displayed 
by  appropriating  all  her  husband's  gains 
to  her  own  personal  cmnforts,  by  visiting 
and  junketting  about  from  place  to'pkce, 
neglecting  eveary  dMsestic  doty,  and -jus-  , 
tifying  all  she  did  as  cares,     doe  to  her  i 
soul  and  ihe  soids  of  those  around-  her," 
not  unfrequently  adding. to  these  provo* 
cations,  by  soundly  rating^  her  unfiff* 
tunate  helpmate,  for  errors  supplied  bjF 
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her  imaginaticiiy  aod  acted  upon  to  mjih 
foit  the  system  of  t^ranay  she  had 
adopted. 

To  Susan,  therefore,  ma/  be  fairly  at- 
-tribtttfid  whatever  appeared  moroM  in  the 
mammra,  or  nnfeding  hi  tiie  copdact  o^' 
ber  husband )  the  tyranny  he  oould  opi 
nqpely  from  deficiency  in  courage  or 
ability,  acted  in  . the  way  it  generally  does 
mp/m  mtndft  of  a  common  stamp^  it  i^en- 
deced  bim  erouchrng  in-  hia  submissioa, 
and.  de£{K>tic  in  command ;  a  sjave  in  bis 
house, .  and  a  tyrant  in  his  manuiactpry* 
A  ^ense  of  religion,  and  a  flaming  profes- 
sk>n  of*  it,  does  not  in  such  a  person, 
iacli^de  that  regulation  of  temper  which 
is>  perhaps,  the  best  pjroof  ot*  its  real  in- 
jQuence  on  the  heart* 

Mu  Thorucliffe  entered  his  new  habit- 
ation in  the ,  hour  of  twilight,  which 
would  have  been  the  most  fayourable 
iime,  if  it  had  not  also  been  the  time 
when  the  labours,  ojf  the  day  beings  over, 
Humphries  was  goi^e  to  lead  the  class. 
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which  consisted  principally  of  his  own 
fellow-workmen.  Mrs.  Humphries  was 
gone  to  a  distant  preaching,  and  their 
two  young  cbildiren  were  consigned  to 
the  care  ot*  a  little  maiden^  equally  un- 
able to  soothe  the  fretful  meanings  of  a 
sickly  babe,  or  the  obstreperous  cries  of 
its  angry  brother.  The  house  had,  there* 
'ibret  to  the  new  inmate,  at  once  the  coo* 
fusion  of  multitude,  and  the  desolation  oi 
solitude i  there  was  not  a  voice  to  welcome 
him,  nor  even  a  kind  look  to  console  him; 
*tiw  could  lie  ward  off  the  sense  of  londi- 
nets  and  sorrow  which  oppressed  him,  by 
ameliorating  the  evils  of  those  who  added 
by  their  vociferation  to  his  grief;  for 
although  really  an  affectionate  father  to 
children  of  a  certain  age,  be  had  been 
evar  too  busy  a  man  to  interfere  with  the 
cares,  or  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  the 
nursery. 

On  the  same  account  be  bad  ever  hdd 
iiimself  free  from  all  household  cares,  and 
it  now  struck  him  for  tbefirst  time,  that  lie 
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was  neither  provided  with  any  food*  nor 
had  made  any  agreement  with  Humphries 
on  that  subject.  The  absence  of  both  the 
master  and  mistress  of  the  house,  proved 
-how  little  importance  his  arrival  held  in 
their  eyes,  and  he  could  not  help  ques- 
tioning  how  far  a  woman  had  a  right  to 
leave  her  own  house  under  such .  cir*^ 
eomstances,  evra  to  hear  a  celebrated 
preachier;  he  Qertainly  kn«w  on^ 
whose  absence  was  after  all,  the  worst 
evil  he  experienced,  who  would  on  no 
account  have  sought  her  own  comfitft 
under  such  circumstances.  The  remem- 
'  brance  o£  her  tenderness,  her  meekness, 
and  of  late  her  firmness  and  fortitudt^ 
came  over  his  mind,  accompanied  with 
heart-breaking  recollections  of  the  sorrow 
he  had  caused,  the  unkindness  with 
which  he  had  treated  her ;  and  as,  with 
hasty  steps,  he  traversed  the  narrow 
bounds  of  his  solitary  dwelling,  floods  of 
iean  - rolled  down  his  cheeks,  and  awak- 
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ened  ccmtrition  rose*  to  agony,  which  as 
it  was  unwitoessed,  was  imrestrainecL 

Violent  grief  soon  exhausts  its^,  but  ite 
ravages  were  still  visible  in  the  exhaustedi 
hearths tricken  man>  when  William,  open- 
ing the  door  very  gently,  appeared  with 
a  lighted  mould-candle,  which  he  placed 
on  the  little  table,  and  then  advancing  to 
'stir  the  fire,  begged  to  know,  if  Ws 
imster  would  please  to  have  his  supper?'' 

Mr.  ThorncUfie  had  put  on  his  hat  as 
the  door  opened,  -  he  suddenly  took  it  offi 
md  looked  up  as  if  a  gleam  of  ligbt 
opened  on  his  benighted  mind,  first  per- 
.  ceiving  at  that  moment,  that  the  crying 
of  the  children  had  ceased. 

^<  Oh,  William,  that  is  you;  I  am  glad 
to.  find  you  here  f  indeed,  I  expected  to 
see  you  j  but  I  found,  —  I  found  nobody^ 
William/*    •  .    \  . 

.  William  bowed  a  litde  —  hemmed  — 
endeavoured  to  speak  but  he  could  not; 
the  fact  was,  he  had  left  Humphnai  in 
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the  house,  when  he  set  out  en  m  neeeesny 
emnd  to  the  Beighbooring  village,  and 
had  been  equally  hurt  and  surprised  to 
find  things  in  the  state  they  were  on  bis 
return  j  but  his  heart  was  too  full  for  ex- 
planation. 

^  As  to  9uppar»  William,  you  know  I 
take  very  little;  'tis  no  matter,  your 
mistress  always  — 

Mr.  Thorncliffe    would   have  said, 

thought  for  me,''  but  at  her  name 
every  fibre  of  his  heart,  still  trembling 
with  recent  agitation,  was  unbraced,  and 
he  melted  again  into  dissolving  grief  as 
he  motioned  for  William  to  withdraw. 
The  signal  wair  obeyed ;  for  the  deep  sym* 
pathy  of  the  poor  boy  asked  not  less  ibr 
retirement  (where  alone  the  burst  of 
the  full  feelings  can  be  indulged)  than 
his  master. 

About  half  an  hour,  afterwards  Hum- 
prhries  returned,  and  on  hearing  from  the 
girl  that  Mr.^Thornclifie  was  in  the  par* 
lour,  instantly  went  thither  (in  despite 
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of  WiUiam^s  «ntreaiie8|)  *  and  neither 
kuowiog  nor  feelic^,  that  a  man's  lodg* 

ings  are  his  house^  he  instantly  drew 
himself  a  chair  to  the  fire^  and  began  to 
OOOVCT86  on  the  affiurs  of  the  cUm  be 
had  just  leftt  with  the  importance  of 
its  leader^  and  the  vulgar  consequence  of 
new-found  equality  with  his  companion. 

Never  had  Mr.  Thorncliffe  been  so 
tftiiy  bumbled»  never  eo  semabie  of  error, 
so  contrite  for  it  before  God^  or  so  anxi- 
ous  to  atone  for  it  to  his  creaturest  as  on 
this  memorable  night ;  and  he  now^  with 
anxious  sincerity,  endeavoured  so  to 
-adMX)!  his  heart  as  to*  sabdue  the  sense 
of  disgust,  and  aknost  indignation,  which 
xose  in  it  against  poor  Humphries^  whom 
he  repeatedly  represented  to  himself  as 
%  vdloiieuiiiig'  man-— a  lm>ther  pro- 
£nsor— a  spiritual  guides  to  whom  he 
ought  to  submit^''  every  feeling  revolted 
against  his  reasoning  and  though  pride 
and  passion  bowed  before  his  self-coni- 

mandi  bis  voonded  sensUiility  refused 
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submission,  and  he  felt  that  he  should 
never  be  able  to  stoop  in  his  poverty  so 
low  as  he  had  done  in  his  prosperity  j 
and  he  was  on  the  point  of  desiring  to 
be  left  alone,  when  the  striking  of  the 
dock  reminded  Humphries  that  it  was 
time  ibr  him  to  set  oat  fos  his  wife,  a 
long,  wearisome  walk,  to  which .  he  bad 
little  relish,  and  which  he  would  gladly 
have  saddled  William  with  j  but  on  the 
first  night  of  his  master's  arrival,  he 
knew  it  would  not  be  submitted  to. 

The  moment  Humphries  lefl  the  room, 
William  appeared,  and  the  very  sight  of 
him  soothed  the  irritation  his  master  had 
8o  lately  felt,  while  every  kindher  sen- 
sation &aae  over  his  breast,  as  the  boy, 
spreading  a  clean  napkin  over  the  little 
round  table,  placed  upon  it  a  iMisin  of 
gruel,  thin  toast,  a  pat  of  butter,  and, 
finally,  a  nutmeg  and  a  bottle  of  sherry, 
in  the  same  way  he  had  so  often  done  it 
in  former  ti^es.  Mr.  Thornclifie  mixed 
Xh&  gruel  mechanically,  but  when  he 
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tasted  it,  exclaimed,  bless,  me  i  this  ia 
my  own  sherry,  how  came^it  here,  WA' 
liam?  'tis  the  old  sherry  I  bought  on 
my  marriage 

«*.How  did  you  get  it?*'  was  again 
repeated,  before  William,  reddening  with 
B  shame  not  unmixed  with  pleasure, 
(uQce  be  perceived  how  wdoome  the 
be?erage  was,)  confessed  -that  he  had 
purdiased  it  at  the  sale  for  half  ita  valuer 
hoping  the  tune  would  come,  when 
either  his  master  or  mistress  would  be 
pleased  with  it. 

.  Mr.  Thornclifie  swallowed  his  gruel  in 
large  mouthfuls,  to  wash  down,  if  pos* 
■saUe,  the  rising  in  his  throat,  whicb 
.again  threatened  to  overwhelm  him  in 
tears,  though  of  far  different  character 
from  the  last  he  had  shed.  Having  con- 
quered  his  emotion,  and  finished  his  sup* 
per  at  the  same  moment,  he  hastily  seized 
WiUiamfs  hand,  whieh  he  shook  heartily^ 
saying  with  great-  difficulty,  *imy  good 
iSeliow,  I  will  finbh  this  bottle  fw  your 


Digitized  by  CoogI 


TALEM  ot  tat  raoET«  65 

sake^  but  keep  the  rest  of  your  stock  till 
your  mifitxess  returns }  she  mta <  returo»^ 
added  he»  musiugp  yes,  she  must  corner 
even  to  this  place,  for  I  feel,  Williaoi, 
that  I  cannot  live  without  her/' 

William  withdrew  agauit  deeply  b£^ 
fectedt  but  pleased ;  it  struck  him^  that 
if  the  active  mind  and  energetic  habits  of 
Mr.  Thorucliffe  could  be  employed  for 
the  puipoee  of  procuring  little  coinfi>rfes 
fiir  his  wife  in  the  way  of  preparing  for 
her  return^  great  ones  might  be  effected 
in  his  own  returning  health  and  exer- 
tions in  business.  Young  as  he  was,  and 
.incapable,  perhaps,  of  defining  his  own 
.perceptions,  he  yet  justly  estimated  his 
master's  character,  and  .saw  that  he  was 
a  man  neither  endowed  with  calm  for* 
titude,  nor  divine  resignation,  and  that 
his  habitual  occupations  rendered  him 
incapable  of  finding  r^ef  in  mental 
amusemeutf  from  the  corroding  anguish 
which  .preyed  upon  his  mind,  when  he 
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contemplated  bis  reduced  family ;  or  the 
keen  disappointment  which  irritated  his 
feelings,  when  he  reflected  on  the  various 
schemes  he  had  pursued  for  its  aggran- 
disement.     1        cried  William,  «  my 
master  must  always  be  at  work  mth  hk 
head  or  his  bands,  and  if  he  can  ^ 
plenty  to  do,  I  am  sure  he  will  do  well" 
Constantly  acting  upon  the  suggestion 
thus  awakenedf  William  never  lost  anj 
opportunity  of  leading  his  lost  master 
into  some  employment  or  contrivance 
which  at  ooce  prevented  his  mind  from 
preying  upon  itself,  saved  him  from 
many  an  hour  of  useless  anguish,  and 
kept  afloat  those  warm  affections,  which, 
although  they  might  sometimes  quicken 
his  sense  of  regret,  yet  doubtless  sweet- 
ened every  toil,  and  sustained  hope  in 
his  heart.  Thus  engaged  and  supported 
be  did  not  yield  to  the  selfish  sorrov 
which  at  one  time  nearly  induced  him 
to  entreat  the  speedy  return  of  his  wiih 
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l»ut  resolved  to  wait  until  he  was  enabled 
to  receive  her  with  the  prospect  of  at 
least  comparative  comfort. 

This  resalutioii  was  the  more  praise- 
wcnrthy,  becaose  every  ,  day  served  only 
to  increase  the  disagreeable  circuin* 
stances  o£  his  present  situation.  Sasan 
was  too  entirely  the  mistre^  of  her  house, 
to  renaember  the  situation  she  had  once 
held  in  Mr.  Thornclifie'Si  either  as  it 
respected  her  utihty,  or  her  menial  capa- 
city in  it.  Ever  thinking  of  herself,  the 
figure  she  should  cut,  and  the  name  she 
sliQuld  obtain ;  her  house,  children,  hus- 
band, and  lodger,  were  alike  left  to  shift 
for  themselves,  whenever  any  plea  offered 
&}T  her  gadding ;  and  when  she  was  at 
home*  fpr  trom  obviating  the  eviis  which 
had  occurred  in  her  absence,  her  timie 
was  occupied  in  pr^mring  her  own  dress^ 
scolding  her  husband,  or  practising  a  new 
hymn  tune.   Dirty  rooms,  ill  dressed 
4innera,  unwashed  clothei^  and  crying 
children,  were  the  daily  trials  of  poor 
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Jonathan^  at  the  very  time  his  wife  wat 
cried  up  as  a  pattern  of  zeal  and  holiness ; 
for  she  was  ever  forward  to  reprove  aU 
siDi  remoDstrate  on  all  vanity,  and'^  fol- 
low after  all  good  things.'^  Biitwly  did 
she  reprimand  a  neighbour  for  loose 
walking/'  because  the  poor  woman  had 
neglected  to  pull  a  bit  of  black  lace  ofi' 
an  old  cloak  hood;  and  with  the  reso^ 
lution  of  a  martyr,  did  she  walk  five 
miles  in  the  rain,  singing  before  the 
corpse  of  a  man  she  had  never  seen  when 
living,  whilst  every  duty  at  boime  wis 
neglected',  which  belonged  lo  the  woman 
and  the  Christian. 

Mr.  Thornclifie's  observations  on  Su« 
san's  character  frequently  led  him ' 
make'  compansons  between  her  and  him* 
sdfy  which  were  Of  real  utility  to  bioii 
though  he  was  frequently  glad  to  relieve 
his  mind  from  thoughts  so  painful,  by 
attending  to  William's  suggestions,  who 
always  coqld  find  some  little  matter  in 
the  garden,  or  the  house,  or  even  play- 
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ttuDgft  for  the  chiidreD»  which  could 
occupy  them  every  leisure  moment.  The 
parlour  had  been  improved  by  a  cheap 
but  handsome-looking  paper^  the  floor 
was  oovaied  by  an  old  carpet,  which  had 
bec&n  squared  by  the  hands  of  the  maa* 
ter  ^  plants  were  placed  in  the  windows 
on  a  newly  painted  board,  and  every 
appearance  of  improvemeoty  as  it  was  a 
kbom  snatched  from  the  business  of  tli^ 
day»  gave  a  sense  of  utility  and  inde- 
pendence to  Mr.  Thorncliffeb  which 
nature  calculated  hiai  to  enjoy ;  but  when 
be  coostdered  it  as  a  link  which  tended 
t6  fe-unite  htm  to  his  dear  wife  and 
£unily,  his  pleasure  assumed  a  far  more 
intere§tiDg  form,  and  the  tendern^ 
which  inspired  his  heart,  so  softened  his 

restored  his  .early  feelings, 
could  scaroely  believe  him 


■ 

T 

pi 

to  be  the  m^n*  he  had  so  often  trembled 
to  behold,  and  dreaded  to  hear* 

The  constant  attention  which  WiHiam 
paid  to  his  late  matter,  in  which  the 
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kindness  of  a  soih  mingled  with  the  sub« 
mission  and  usefuhiess  pf  a  servaat»  waa 
the  principal  cause  of  this  happy  efiect } 
every  day  unfolded  some  proof  of  atten- 
tion or  respect,  and  showed  in  some  en- 
dearing point  of  view»  the  goodness  of 
disposition  or  soundness  of*  judgment, 
possessed  by  our  beggar  boy#  From 
Humphries  Mr.  ThornclifFe  learned  (but 
not  in  the  way  of  praise,)  that  when  Wil^^ 
liam  received  his  wages  from  Mr.  Tom- 
linson,  he  had  divided  the  pounds  in  equal 
portions,  appropriating  half  to  his  mother 
and  half  to  his  master,  reserving 
silver  for  himself  f  the  bed  for  Joseph, 
and  a  little  assistance  to  the  unfortunate 
child,  had  consumed  Betty's  share  i  the 
sherry  and  a  few  little  matters  which  he 
knew  his  mistress'  partial  to,  had  taken 
the  other,  so  that  on  Mr.  Thomcli£S»'6 
arrival  at  his  lodgings,  William  had  beeu 
so  low  in  the  pocket  as  to  be  utterly  un- 
able to  do  many  little  things  which  he 
wished,  but  the  journi^  which  lie.  bad 
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UQwillii^ly  taken  to  the  village  that 
eveoiogt  was  to  purchase  a  mould  caudle 
and  a  nutmeg,  which  he  deemed  iadis* 
pensable  to  his  master. 

The  exclusive  attention  which  Mr. 
Thornclifie  gave  to  the  mauufactoryt  the 
energy  he  displayed  iu  itt  tlie  softened 
tone  of  his  manners,  which  yet  appeared 
St  times  tinctured  .witii  hope,  and.  a 
dieerfulness  he  had  now  been  a  stranger 
to  for  some  years,  all  combined  to  render 
Mr.  Tomliuson  satisfied  and  pleased  with 
him  ;  and  his  lady  was  particularly  grati- 
^  with  his  evident  desire  of  accommo* 
dating  his  wife  m  well  as  he  was  able.  Of 
course  he  waa  often  pressed  to  their 
house,  but  he  seldom  went,  except  to 
take  a  look  at  the  two  little  girls  who  re- 
mained there, .  and  were  now  become  ob« 
jects  of  great  importance  to  him,  as  he 
declined  spending  the  Sabbath  there,  from 
conscientious  motives. .  One  evening  he 
was  surprised  and  pained  to  find,  the 
children  both  removed,  for  Mrs.  omlin« 
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son'i;  SOD  being  seized  with  the  measlesy 
she  had  judged  it  necessary  to  send  them 

out  of  thehoii66»  to  save  them .  from  io^ 
fection. 

^  Buty  my  .dear  sister,  why  did  you 
not  send  them  to  me 

Because  I  knew  you  could  do  no- 
thing with  them*  I  have  seen  enough  of 
Humphries^  diildren  to  know  that.  But 
they  are  now  in  the  best  of  hands ;  Mrs. 
Greville^  who  has  long  meditated  asking 
for  them,  is  quite  glad  of  the  chance 
which  put  them  into  her  care.  »She  his 
appointed  your  William's  sirter  (aa  I  call 
her)  to  take  charge  of  them^  they  are 
two  miles  nearer  to  you  than  they  were, 
and,  as  there  is  no  house  where  yoor 
visits  can.be  more  kindly  received^  it 
wa&  not  possible  £x  them  to  be  better 
placed.** 

True  as  all  this  might  be,  and  un- 
doubtedly  was,  Mr.  Thorncliffe  felt  angry 
and  looked  discontented*  He  went  home 
in  worse  humour  than  he  had  been  ior  a 
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long  time,  aud  related  the  circumstaace 
to  William  with  much  acrimony  against 
Mrs.  Tomlinson.  •  • 

To  thii  statemeot  WilUain  mode  m 
other  xGfly  than  that  ydmh  eviooed  pity 
ibr  little  Tomliusont  and  by  this  means 
led  his  master  from  his  own  trouble  to 
thatof.his  MfsadL  When  he  perceived 
that  his  temper  wis  better,  he  hegBOk  to 
speaL  of  Mr*  and  Mrs.  GreviUe^  and 
passed  irom  their  general  kindness  to 
ibeir  particular  regard  to  him,  as  speci- 
fied hi  the  cfmverwfcioB  hdd  ia  WiUiam's 
proenoa  with  Mr#  Hilton. 

Sbameii»'  and  something  very  like  re« 
peotance,  frequently  flushed  the  (;heek 
of  Tliorncliffe,  as  this  recital  proceeded; 
iMit  OA' its  condiMOiiy  he  observed,  <«thst 
be  must  see  the  dear  lambs,''  and  be 
believed  he  should  go.  to  church  in  the 
morning/'  adding,  ^^.you  generally  g/ 
•there,  William;  but  I  would  not  have 
you  go  in  the  iMrinog^  it  ynXl  look  par* 

VOL.  IV.  a 
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Tiui  WM  a  vMtige  of  his  fomu  fm 
0£  ffiYmg  o&iice*to  ius  own  adct  Bu|; 
William  had  no  hesitatioa  iu  complying 
with  the  injunctioD,  being  fully  aware 
thafty  liowever  tbe  latdligeiict  nightbe 
•ofteaedt  it  would  give  great  offuce  to 

HiMiwhri^jLAiiH  tnj^tiy  others  whOi  ftUhftUi^ 

they  now  little  regarded  what  Mr.Thom- 
cU£fe  sufi'eredf  or  how  he  fared,  would 
be  uniuaimeiia  ia  Uaming  what  1m  didL 

Mr.  Thornoliifle  weatt  to  ohnrcb^  bat 
he  purposely  avoided  aniviog  till  the 
service  was  bc^miy  and  the  congregatioo 
on  their  knees.  He  listened  with  pn>^ 
fimml  attenfeHMi  to  tba  Utargy^  aiid»  al« 
tiiougli  be  fiucied  ior  some  time  tine  ii» 
moa  was  cold  and  lifeless;  yet^  ere  tit 
conclu^n,  he  confessed  to  himself  that 
fl  was  scriptunl.as  wtU«s  sendUe;  and 
irbeiif  «i  ateaUfigt  rather  than  mlhii^ 
out  of  tbe  oariiec  he  bad  abut  hioiself  iBi 
lie  fi>und  the  warm  band  of  Mr*  Gteville 
pressing  hii^  it  had  no  £9Lult  at  alL 

MbtThoraclifie  conseiited  to  dnie  it 
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the  Rectory,  and  betwixt  Iwdukhm  and 
Im  frioidsy  found  the  day  a  very  ehorl 
ooe.  He  was^  surprised  to  find  it  nearly 
seven  (which  was  the  hour  of  meet* 
ing)}  and  as  that  surprise  evidently 
amminted  to  pain,  Mr«GreTille,  who  was 
aware  of  the  eauae^  esqpedited  hia  de# 
partxnre* 

There  had  been  many  weeks  since  Mb 
Thornclifie  first  left  his  house^  in  which 
he  had  hem  unable  to  nmster  s{iirita 
eawogh  to  appear  at  the  nKeting-houee  $ 
hatp  as  he  went,  no  where  else,  there 
were  not  many  comments  made  upoo 
conduct  so  natural ;  people  pitied  or 
Uaaaed  hns,  according  as  their  own 
share  of  firmness  or  senaiUlity  led  them 
to  look  upon  the  /case*  But  now  that  he 
had  been  seen  twice  in  his  own  parish 
church,  had  actually  dined  with  the  rec« 
eoTt  under  whose'  Mof  Im  children  were 
placed^  and  came  in  late^  with  aU  ftbe 
marks  of  having  staid  till  the  last  moment» 
about  hifii,  universal  anger  was  excited 

s  t 
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against  him^  ukd  looks  of  perturbed  ior 
dignatioD  met  him  iiom  ev^ry.aide*  JJad 
he,  .instead  of  being  an  lioaesU.  thougl^ 
blameable  jnau,  now  bowed  down  by 
misfoctunes.  such  as  his  own  hand-  was 
esnr.  stretched .  out .  to  reUeme,  been.. a 
male&ctor  of.  the  deepest  die  j .  had  be 
entered  a  house  consecrated  to. prayer 
and  praise,  "reeking  from  the  bed  of 
adulteiji^  or  unwashed  from  tiie  blood  d 
nuideft^  scarcely  could  more  appalling 
glances  have  met  hisislirinking  gaxe  from 
some  of  the.  congregation^  or  more,  of 
thajt  quiet  malignity  from  others,  which 
seemed  to  say,  ^  my  triumph  over  yoo 
is  as  complete  'as  the  hatred  I  have  bwae 
|Eou  iiv  secret  until  now«!* 

/]  horncUfie  was  a  man  calculated,  to 
ieel  this  mode  of  torture  in  every  nerve, 
his. great  saerilices  to  popularity  proved 
lum.  highly  he  esteemed  it.  *  How  ^hort  a 
timei»inc^.wa^  he  the  glory  and  idol  ofthis 
place  ?  Here  many  ah  eye  liad  watched 
for his  gracious  smile,  and  with  proud 
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humility  had  he  affected  to  call,  this  maif 
biother/*.aad  the  other,  mau  "  firieaU/^ 
Aud»  in  Jiici,  among  all  this  crowds  \vhoii^ 
had  he  injured;  uot  .one,  j^et  all  wief^ 
oflended.  *     •       •  . 

•  The  preacher  for  the  evening  liad.heeiv 
like  maby  others,  greatly  benefited  by* 
Um;  but  he  had»  at  times^  been  toor 
much  about  his  person;  not  to  hav^ 
smarted  occaaidniEilIy  under  the  sallies  ot 
hi&  temper^    He  was  a  furious  bigot,  and 
easily  caught  the  feelings  of  his  congrc^* 
gatioo,  and  as  his  texts  which  was  already- 
taken^  did  not  necessarily  confine  his  elo  « 
quence  to  its  subject,  he  lost  no  time, 
Hunveigbing  bitterly  against  all  moral 
preachers,  and  all  half' Christians,  ^'servers 
of  God  and  Mammon,  who  divide  them- 
selves  between  tlie  preachers  of  truth,  and 
tlie  father  of  liesj"  and,  after  decrying. 

poor  Thomclifie's  character,  and  descant-* 

•  * 

ing  upon  it  with  a  minuteiiess  which 
Ambled  applyiiVg  the  severest  torturo 
^  every  part  of  the  body  where  mfSnii^g' 

£  3 
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h  aiott  aeale^  he  at  lei^h  concluded^ 
by  femoving  the  only  consdation  wfaidi 
femaioed  for  the  chmiiuU,  by  a  long  qua- 
tatiou  from  Baxter^  in  wliicb  he  main* 
tains,    that  the  misibrtunes  and  sorrows 

# 

of  the  unconverted  are  of  no  other  use 
than  to  gnre  them  a  foretwte  of  etemai 
torments^  and,  as  it  were,  parboil  theia 
for  everlasting  damnation.'* 

There  is  a  point  at  which  all  oppression 
shottid  stop,  m  it  will  inevitably  lose  its 

4 

object.   There  had  not  been  wanting  a 

Jew  who  had  regarded  Thorncliffe  with 
looks  oi  conciliation  on  his  first  entrance } 
and  these,  by  gentle  and  almost  imper- 
ceptible movements,  had  worked  them* 

« 

selves  around  him,  as  if  to  aid  him  -in 

bearing  the  torrent  of  abuse  thus  poured 
upon  him ;  and  amongst  these  was  a  per- 
son who,  having  occasionally  attended  a 
Calvinist  chapel,  had  been  often  desig- 
nated by  him  an  Antinomian,  and  <^ 
course  abused  by  him  in  the  same  spirit 
which  had  dictated  the  lecture  lie  IiaJ 
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iMMtl  given  to  himMllL  Ffom  tkt  mo* 
ment  the  liktreeied,  indignanti  and 
agitated  maop  cast  his  eyes  upoa  this 
persoD,  a  new  aad  distinct  grief*  settled 
upon  his  hearty  which  had  the  eflfect  oi* 
subsiding  every  other ;  he  saw  distinctly 
what  *^  manner  of  s{iirit»'^  had  been  hi« 
therto  in  himself  and  he  accepted  the 
punishment  as  coining  from  a  far  higher 
source  than  the  pigmy  hand  which  dealt 
.  it    the  awful  seronity  which  his  coiHto* 

jiiiuccauuuicdt  tha  jnanlincoa  aad  patience 

which  appeared  to  overspread  his  features 
with  an  expression  perfectly  distinct  to 
his  wcmted  character,  had  the  effect  of 
disarming  every  hostile  look,  and  where 
such  looks  had  been  given^  rather  by  seif^ 
conceit  than  malignity^  the  blush  of 
shame  succeeded  them;  many  hands 
were  hdd  half  out  in  fiiendly  greeting ; 
but  .too  much  absorbed  by  the  wivld 
within,  to  be  excited  by  that  without, 
Mr.  ThorncliiTe  passed  onward  in  appa* 
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teat  composure  to  the  door^  a  deeply 
bumbled,  yet  a  .dignified  man. 
:  ..Tbe  evening  turned  out  very  rainy, 
yet  be  passed  tbrougb  all  the  wbisperiog 
crowd  at  the  door,  without  bearing  tlie 
sigh  with  which  some  observed,  that."  he 
Had  no  carriage  now,"  or  the  sneer  with 
viiioh  others  observed,  «*  he  must  be 

warm  eaough-withoiit  a  great  coat.**  But 
tbe  evils  of  .the  hodj  will  make  tli 
selves.&lt».  and  after  half  a.  mile  o£  alow 

walkii^   and   deap:  tiius^kingy    lie  tra 

jiwt  begimung  to  wish  for  aa  umbrdia, 
when,  a  young  lad.  behind  him  who 
could  scarcely  breathe  from  the  haste 
with  which,  he  travelled,  offered  him 
one.  ' 

Where  did  you  get  it  my,  boy  ?  How 
came  you  here 

,     I  am  Betty  Allen's  boy,  she  sent  me 
to  .borrow*  i^ .  and  sbfe.  begs  you  will  tie 
handkenshief  round  your  throat,  if 
you.  please,  Sir*V  •       •  . 
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'     Where  is  Williajn,  has Jie  oat  been 
at  the  meeting  ?** 

*«No,  Sir,  he  always  goes  to  church 
wme  part  o'the  day,  so  he  went  this 
aftemooiiy  atad  his  worship  told  him  to 
drink  tea  with  the  maids»  cause  he  took 
the  little  ladies  sonoie  cups  and  saucers  Ibr 
their  dollies.  Mother  says,  she  is  main 
gfaid  he  was  oat  o'the  way  to  night»  >  but 
i  don't  know  what  ibr/' 

Mr.  Thornclifire  did^,  and  a  slight  sense 
of  self-gratulation  stole  over  tlie  sense 
^'anguish  which  still  thrilled  his  heart, 
as  he  reflected  oa  tlie  unceasing  atten^ 
tion  and  respect  with  which  one  humau  . 
being,  at  legist,  regarded  him.  The 
kindness  too  of  Mr.  Greville  affected 
hua,  and  after  revolving  on  all  that 
W  passed  that  night  in  his  own .  mind, 
the  persecution,  which,  though  he  had 
<^eascd  to  resent,  he  yet  could  not  forget, 
iha  ke  bad  endured,  together  with  that 
i^ow  of  sincere  kindness  which  had  beep,  « 
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even  in  defiance  of  the  higher*  powers, 
accorded  him  from  many  of  his  bumble 
brethren,  he  determined  to  throw  Wm- 
self  on  the  friendship  and  kindness  oi' bi» 
parish  priest,  and  seek,  in  his  knuwlege 
and  christian  charity,  for  the  spiritual 
guide  and  earthly  friend,  he  was  sensible 
he  wanted. 

It  will  be  readily  supposed,  that  many 
feelings  of  false  shame,  many  proofs  of 
irresolution,  pride,  vexation,  and  inde- 
finable  anxiety,   arose  in  the  breast  » 
Mr.  Thorncliffe,  before  he  was  enabled  W 
speak  with  iVeedom  to  Mr.  Greville,  but 
having  obtained  sufficient  seli- conquest 
for  that  purpose  once,  his  path  was  afto^ 
wards  easy,  and  that  necessity  for  vent* 
mg  all  his  feelings,  which  appeared  a  part 
of  his  natucet  found  in  his  pious 
judicious  counsellor,  the  staff  on  Mh^cb 
'he  could  lean  alike  for  instructioh=-t*^ 
consolation..    Without  forsaking  the 
meeting,  (or  in  any  way  showing  the 
slightest  resentment  for  that  ungeneiou^ 
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treatfioeotf  which,  though  it  was  just  le* 
taliation  for  some  of  his  maoy  sins  of 
tongue  and  temper,  was  yet  unmerited 
fiom  him  who  inflicted  it,)  he  found  his 
best  oomfiNTtfl  and  his  purest  devotions 
arise  iroin  his  visits  to  the  Rectory, 
whither  he  was  frequently  attended  by 
William  j  to  whom  Mr.  Greville  had  the 
kindness  to  Imd  various  bodes  calculated 
to  give  such  a  portion  (tf  useful  know« 
ledge,  as  was  consistent  with  his  sita« 
ation  in  life,  and  capable  of  perusal  at 
such  periods  as  he  could  command  time 

Jn  the  meantinie»  poor  Betty  Allen 
Sfnd  her  young  charge  were  strugglii^ 
with  many  difficulties,  for  Williaui  at  tliis 
period  could  not  help  them»  and  Charley, 
unlike  his  predecessor,  could  not  hdp 
himsellf  Under  the  care  ot*  Betty».  hfi$ 
indeed,  grew  rapidly,  but  he  was  slender 
and  fragile  in  his  person^  and  from  liav- 
ing  been  under  the  daily  command  and 
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unhappy  iostructicm  of  his  {notber,  (or 
rather^  the  woman  who  adopted  and 
abused  that  sacred  uame^)  he  bad 
never  been  accustomed  lb  try  his  own 
powers  in  any  honest  or  labcKrioua  way> 
and  he  leaned  with  the  helplessness  ot* 
early  infancy^  on  the  kindness  of  hk 
protector. 

Make  a  man  of  yourself,**  was  Wit 
liam*s  constant  exhortation  whenever  diey 
met,  and  Charley  so  &r  profited  by  it,  aa 
to  show  that  in  a  very  short  time,  be 
could  write  as  well  as  the  copies  which 
William  gave  him ;  in  facU  he  gave  proof 
of  facility  in  this  respect  beyoild  his  in- 
structor, which  Betty,  .with  apparent 
justice  ascribed  to  the  state  of  his  lin- 
gers, which  had  never  been  hardened  by 
inbour^  for  in  learning  to  read  or  cast 
aecomits,  he  did  not  give  equal  proofs  ^ 
capacity  with  William }  it  was  painful  to 
this  youth  to  see  his  dear  mother  labour*' 
ing  for  tbe  support  of  this  boy,  at  a  time 
when  her  husband*  again  lay  almost  help- 
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less  on  her  hands ;  but  he  comfoited  her, 
and  cKeered  his  own  spirits  by  the  m# 
flection,  that  he  was  now  really  becoming 
master  of  a  business  which  would  enable 
him  to  support  them  all,  and  as  through 
his  toediatioD,  Joeepb^s  daughter  had 
beeome  reconciled  to  Cbariey's  fee^tioa 
in  the  family,  and  helped  them  as  mudh 
as  Betty  would  permit  her,  in  the  midst 
of  their  wants>  they  had  that  oam&rt^' 
often  wanting  in  the  midst  of  plenty  $ 
domestic  peace. 

Mr.  Thorncliffe,  conscious  liow  truly 
his  wife  would,  rejoice  to  see  the  terms 
he  now  held  with  the  family  at  the  Rec-*; 
tory,  and  having  prepared  (to  the, utmost 
stretch  of  his  power)  for  her  receptioiij,^ 
now  ventured  to  press  her  return.  His 
letters  had  been,  during  tljeir  absence, 
so  ttniformly  kind^  and  gradually 
closed  such  an  improved  state  oi 
that  her  brother  became  mnch  interested 
for  Mm^  as  well  .as  that  dear  and 
estimable  woman  whose  fate  was  linked 
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« 

with  his  i  and  he  determiued  on  returning 
with  his  sister  for  the  purpose  of  personal 
communication  with  Mr,  Tomhnson,  and 
to  aid  that  gentleman's  endeavours  for 
promoting  their  reliefi  finding  that  even 
his  creditors  were  satisfied  as  to  his 
dbaracter« 

.  Upon  their  arrival^  although  Mrs. 
Thornciifie  duly  estimated  and  tenderly 
thanked  her  husbaad  for  ail  his  car» 
tot  her  accommodatiosu  and  with  sin* 
cere  gratitude  to  heayent  beheld  that 
change  in  himt  which  could  compeusate 
to  her  for  every  other}  yet- it  was  not 
possible  for  her  brother  to  behqld  her 
entering  such  a  Irome  without  feelings  of 
poignant  aiiguish.  Having.  observ€d 
narrowly  the  conduct  gf  Thornclifi'e, 
and  questioned  all  around,  (especially 
William)  closely,  as  to  their  opinioD 
both  of  the  mmnfye^fy  and  its  masttfi 
he  deteraiined  on  re-taking  Mr.  .Thorfi* 
di&'siate  residencet  which  he  )¥aa^aUs 
to  obtain  for  an  easy  rent^  furuishiog  it 
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.with  necessaries,  and  placing  his  sister  and 
her  children  there  immediately. 

This  plan  was  put  in  execution  so 
rapidly,  that  Mr.  Thomcli£fe  was  not 
aware  of  it,  until  the  hour  which  re-con- 
ducted him  to  a  home  which  was  dear 
to  him  as  a  birth-place,  and  one  in  which 
he  had  spent  many  happy  days ;  but  it 
was  not  till  he  beheld  his  wife  seated 
with  the  two  little  ones,  from  whom  she 
had  been  forced  to  wander,  that  he  felt 
the  tide  of  grateful  pleasure  swell  to  his 
heart,  such    an   acquisition  naturally 
awakened.    **  I  thank  you,**  said  he, 
.eagerly,  turning  to  the  donor,  **  tor 
my  house,  for  I  know  nm  the  value  of 
a  home — but  it  is  my  wife  — >  it  is  her 
only  that  renders  it  — >** 

He  would  have  •  said,    how  dear 
but  joverwhelming  feeUngs  of  tenderness, 
afiection,  shame  for  the  past,  and  hope 
ibr  the  future*  alike  overcame  him,  and 
he  rushed,  suddenly  away  from  the  .  pre- 
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456Qce  that  oppressed  bimt  to  be  iollowed, 
soothed  and  re-assured,  by  tier  whose 
voice  was  bahii  to. his  soul,  and  solace 
to.  his  heartt 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Concealed  within  an  unsuspected  part. 
The  vainest  corner  of  our  own  vain  heart. 
For  erar  auni^g  at  die  nsorld'  a  esteeniy 
Our  self-importance  raia:i  its  awnscheme, 

CowrM# 

*  » 

Mrs.  Thornclifie's  brother  bade 
her  adieu,  he  informed  her,  that  as  she  had 
now  a  suitable  habitation,  he  should  send 
the  two  children,  whom  he  had  intended 
to  keep  some  time,  with  their  norse- 
maid,  to  her  care,  but  would  fulfil  hi% 
original  promise,  by  providing  for  their 
support*  It  will  be  readily  conceived 
tiiat  this  plan  was  much  the  most  agree- 
able to  the  mother,  who  in  a  short  time 
Ibund  herself  surrounded  by  all  the  ob« 
jects  of  her  tenderest  regard,  in  the  place 
where  her  tenderest  afiections  had  been 
onginally   drawn   towards   tliem,  and 
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which  was  therefore  much  endeared  to 
hen  It  is  true  this  place  was  shorn  oi  all 
those  beamst  which^  in  the  eyes  of  a  sUll 
young  and  handsome  woman,  too  fre- 
quently are  the  most  fascinating  rajs 
that  gild  her  establishment.  There  was 
neither  to  be  found  fashionable  fuinilue, 
attentive  sMvatits,  commodiom  carriages, 
nm  luxurious  viands ;  the  adulation 
dependants^  the  voices  of  fnen<b|  em 
the  gay  air^  which  pertains  naturally  to 
a  fuU  and  w^-fed  houaeboldy  ww  heatd 
and  seen  no  more*  Many  rooms  w«k 
alike  unfurnished,  and  iminhabitedt  and 
the  xustic  servant^  wbose  heavy  foot  vts 
distinctly  heard,  as  she  pursued  her  dis- 
tant occupations,  seemed  to  mark  tlie 
solitude  of  her  unpeopled  domain,  and 
ring  the  knell  of  departed  wealth  and 
popularity. 

Yet^  when  by  degrees,  <me  after  is- 
other  of  her  Banner  neighbours  called  io 
upon  "  poor  Mrs.  Thomdiffe^"  almost 
.  dreading  to  meet  that  dejected  couste* 
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nance,  which  even  in  ber  best  days  bad 
worn    the    traces  of  melancholy,  they 
were  surprised  to  find  themselves  received 
with'  a  face  "whose  tranquil  smile,  though 
it  conveyed  no  encouragement  to  those 
who  might  deem  it  the  prelude  to  returoo 
ing  prosperity,  indicated  a  heart  so  per*> 
iiBctly  at  rest,  and  so  capable  of  sober  en« 
joymentf  so  thankful  to  God»  and  so 
at  peace  with  man  ^  that  it  threw  a  kind 
of  goldeu  glow  over  the  altered  scenes 
around,  and  combined  with  the  natural 
hilarity  of  the  lovely  children  which  were 
ever  found  near  her,  who  was  thek  only 
preceptress,  to  remove  all  sense  of  de» 
solation  from  their  dwelling.    The  bene- 
volent beheld  this  with  joy,  the  curious 
with  surprise,  and  the  malignant  with 
disgust;  but  all  ccmcurred  in  allowing 
the  tact,  and  expressing  their  wonder* 
**  hpw  any  body  could  be  so  easy  under 
such  circumstances?" 

Mrs.  Thornclifia  could  have  told  them 
in  lew  words,  "  tiiat  in  losing  one  good. 
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she  had  gained  another,  for  which  she 
had  a  preference/'  Her  husband,  natu* 
rally  warm-hearted»  was  now  devoted  to 
her  and  his  children}  she  had  j^ecooie 
to  him  that ,  world,  in  which,  for  so  long 
his  hopes,  fears,  wishes,  and  desires,  were 

#  « 

dentered;  his  heart  was  hers;  his  time 
was  spent  either  with  her,  or  for  lier,  and 
that  restless,  bustling,  and  over-occupied 
mind,  being  relieved  from  its  load  of 
bare,  had  time  to  expand  in  the  society 
of  a  family,  whose  increasing  powers,  as 
well  as  their  wants, .  called  perpetually 
for  paiental  care,  while  they  bestowed 
in  return,  the  simplest  yet  the  dearest 
pleasures  a  parent's  heart  can  know ;  and 
often  did  the  father's  rise  to  heaven,  with 
mingled  humility,  contrition,  praise,  and 
devotedness,  such  as  liad  been  unfelt 
till  now. 

-  A  change  was  at  this  time  abo  taking 
place  in  the  house  of  Humphries,  which 
bore  a  promise,  to  the  eye,  at  least.  On  the 
removal  ofhislate  lodger,  and  the  superior 
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situation  heevidently  bore  in  themanufac- 
tory»  many  preachers,  and  others  of  his 
sectt  whose  inclioation  or  duties  called 
them  into  these  parts,  found  in  his  bouse 
a  succedaneumfbr  that  which  they  hadio&t 
in  Mr.  Thorncliffe*s.  This  induced  Susan 
to  renew  a  little  of  her  former  exertion^ 
in  rendering  the  apartments  tidy»  and 
becoming  a4dnd  of  rival  to  a  Mrs*  Hiltt 
in  the  neighbourhood,  at  whose  house 
the  preacher  had  lately  lodged,  and  who 
was  a  quiet,  sickly  wntnan,  devoid  of  aU 
odiiihition,  but  so  truly  good  and  praise- 
worthy^  that  her  virtues  had  irequeatly 
been  spoken  of  ia  Mrs.  Uumphries's  pren 
sence,  to  her  great  annoyance.  Just  as 
she  was  beginning  to  improve  a  little  ia 
these  respects,  it  so  ba{^ned,  that  a  Mr« 
Taylor,  who  was  truly  a  pioua^  and  §en^. 
sible  man,  alike  independent  in  his  prin- 
ciples and  fortiine,  and  who  was  looked 
up  to  among  the  Methodists  in  that 
neighbourboodf  as  a  father  in  the  churohb 
and  a  bounteous  douor  to  many  oj^  its 
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metttben^  d^t  at  the  home  of  Humpb^ 
lies,  as  be  was  on  a  journey  j  and  as  be 
well  knew  the  character  of  the  parties, 

he  took  care,  in  the  course  of  the  evening, 
to  introduce  a  rabject  which  led  to  the 
dismsskm  of  female  duties*  Susan,  proud 
to  exiiibit  her  attendance  at  meetings 
of*  every  description,  launched  out  into 
the  difficulties  she  sustained  to  carry  this 

point,  observing,  ^<  that  even  bev  hvm^ 
band  threw,  itumb^og-blocka  in  her 
way:''  what  would  you  say.  Sir  cried 
Susan,  triumphantly,  "  if  I  had  told  you, 
as  I  did  my  class  leader,  last  night,  that  I 
catae  mt  of  the  borne  as  it  were  by 
ftrce;  my  husband  wanted  me  to  etay 
at  home  so  much/'  ^<  1  would  have  said, 
then  go  home  and  obe^/  your  husband,** 
said  Mn  Taylor. 
Siisaii  started }  the  tone,  esim  but  sei* 
said  more  than  even  the  woraU 
seemed  to  imply  i  but  when  the  speaker 
went  on  to  observe,  *«  that  a  woman's 

most  importaM;  duties  were  coflffiiiedf 
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generally  speak  ingi  to  iier  own  householdt 
and  thatoui\lieavenly  fatiiert  being  ever 
consistent  in  what  he  required  from  his 
peoplCf  ooold  not  be  supposed  to  esk 
publie  worshipf  at  a  moment  when  peiv 
haps  the  strongest  natiurai  dauns  and 
mo^  immediate  household  caiesj  de- 
manded our  time  and  atteotkm ;  ^  she  be« 
gm  to  abow  obvious  marks  of  dtscontanf^ 
and  could  not  ibrbear  muUecing  one  or 
two  at'  those  texts  of  Scripture^  vihkh  a 
ready  memory  furnished  her  with,  against^ 
worldly  cares»  and  iromMbeiiig  of  as  much 
value  m  the  sight  of  God»  aa  mm  wtrth 
if  tbe  Scriptures  were  true*  .  . 

^  I  have  no  de&ire  to  disparage  your 
sex/*  auswered  Mr. Taylor;  "buti  would 
advise  you  to  mt  at  hraie  and  read  your 
BiUe  now  and  then,  by  which  yov  wffl 
learn  bow  godly  women  used  to  emfiloy 
themselves  ibr  your  example  j  you.  will 
there  learn,  that  while  Abraham  enters 
tatned angris^  ^  Sinrahabodetn  ber  tent,' 
that  ibsbflcca  waa  employed  in  doneMic 
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offices*   la  the  New  Testamoit^  we  M 
Lydia  pcaised  for  similar  conduct ;  Dor- 
cas for  making  garments  for  the  poor, 
which  surely  implies,  that  she  staid  at 
home  either  to  work,  or  make  otheis 
work}  and  even  in  the.  great  example, 
ever  on  the  lips  of  those  who  seek  an 
excuse  for  conduct  (which  generally  on- 
ginates  in  idle  restlessness,  or  selfish  indul- 
gence) that  of  -Mary  and  Martha  i  we 
ought  to  observe,  that  the  fault  of  the 
latter  lay  in  rendering  the  serving  too 
much  an  object  of  care,  to  the  exclusion 
of  higher  intetrciBts  j  she  was*  not  blamed' 
for  serving  her  guests,  but  for  being  com^ 
iftred^  much  serrang;  consider  too^ 
ihat  her  situation  nev^  can  apply  to  yoo 
or  any  other  woman  in,a  Christian  land  $ 
she  was  called  upoa  by  the  Lord  of  life 
buns^f  to  listen  to  nm  doctiines,  imbibe 
nm  precepts,  and  become  a  witness  to  the 
most  awful  and  interesting  facts,  which 
have  appeared  since  the  foundation  of 
the  world  \  but  godly  women  in  our  day. 
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can  only  ibliow  in  a  prescribed  path  j  and 
their  positive  duty,  their  highest  honour, 
is.nemrto  st^  but  of  it«'^  - 
^  .J}  ItiUl  sUQd»  toxeason/'  said  William 
to  himself}  .but  tlie  last  word  being  un« 
luckily  uttered  in  a  tone  which  caught 
Susan's  ear,  she  hastily  observed  to  him 
what  .she  felt  aftaid  of  saying  to  htr  mo- 
nitor,.   Carnal  reason,  Williaiii»  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  religion/* 
•   ^  Do  not  deceive  yourself,  sister,*'  said 
-Mr«  Taylor^  in  a  gende  tone ;    it  lis  true, 
religion,  is  above  retsony  but  not»  diara- 
jGNrOt  without  it*  much  less  contrary  to 
it :  do  not  deceive  yourself,  depend  upon  . 
it  the  life  of  a  Christian  is  not  to  be  go-  ' 
Terned  fay.tbe  feetings  of  the  hour^  but 
by  the  written  .word  of  God^  by  which 
done,  the  motions  of  our  spirits  can  be 
tried.    I  would  as  soon  believe  the  high* 
wiqrmao,' .Wl^a  told  me  tiiat  hewis-m- 
ipiced  to  take  away  my  purse^  as  I  woiiki 
the  mother,  who  .told  me  she  was  led  by 
God  to  leave  a  sick  child,  or  disregard 
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fke  wants  of  her  husband ;  for  although 
Sv'diSBnat  m  degree,  Ae  pciaciple  it 
alike  in  oppositioa  to  the  written  kMm  ci 
Godf  and  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel.  Be* 
side  situation  in  life  shouUl  always  be 
taken  into  the  account^  a  man  can  no 
mere  spare  iiis  ikm^  tiwn  he  can 
spare  ether  fropert^  $  end  I  am  serry  te 
sayt  ill  the  town  wheee  I  Uve^  wheM  I 
witness  the  perpetual  gadding,  and  dl^ 
mestf c  4keficienciei  of  iromea  professing 
godiiBee^  I  amoftea  censpelled  to  malie 
co0i|>arisons  of  ihem  with  their  oeighr 
hours  much  to  their  disadvantage }  not 
but  I  often  blame  their  husbands  equallyi 
fyr  permitting  mdk  eonducf 

Humiihries  gave  adeep  groan,  aad  this 
wife  a  kind  of  convukiv^  hyetericai  hem^ 
which  suffio^ently  proved,  that  the  lecture 
was  felt  at  least  by  each  party }  and  Mn 
Taylor,  who  wished  not  to  give  one 
meiit^s  pain  beypad  what  the  case  called 
^poke  no  further  on  the  (yibject 
during  his  stay  j  and  his  manners  were  so 


i»«rJ(«d  urUiu^  Aod  kindoes^  and 
he  Wifts  a  mfm  y/ho  stood  so  high  in  public 
Qtfeeem,  that  &iNm  ddtanmoed  on  mftr 

She  WA»  uksndy  ajme  fcb^  every  in^a  i« 
p;irtial  tQ  his  owo  Qom^U  ft^d  she  hopedt 
Ijy  h€r  app^ent  humility,  to  win  her  way 
io  tm  acquaMrtMiee  Im  finiuly»  vhidk 
would  piMtt  alMV«  the  geoiwal 

girole  of  her  humble  neighbours. 

But  Susan's  vanity  called  for  d^y. 
feod,  aad  noir  ibe  began  to  live  at  homew 
die  WM  not  sorry  to  find  that  home 
boaated  an  inhabitant  of  more  intelii* 
gence  and  attractiQn»  than  she  was  wont 
to  find«  Our  poor  beggar  was  now^  as  it 
was  auppoeedi  about  eighteen,  he  wis  ttik 
and  well  made  i  his  complexion  was  still 
darky  but  his  countenance  was  prepossea- 
sing,  and  his  black  eyes,  though  penetrat- 
ing, were  full  of  that  Idndnesaof  ezp^mnoii 
which  ii^liieiiced  bia  eveijr  action.  This 
kindjiess  waa  particulary  shown  to  the 
children  of  the  iaaiiiy,  whom  he  had 
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hdped  to  nune  iat  many  a  wearisome 
hfmr,  especially  the  younger,  becauser 
though  less  agreeable*  it  was  more  ao 

object  of  compassion  than  its  brotl^err 
This  trait  in  William's  character  induced 
Sawn  to  win  hi»  attentioiH  on  what  she 
ooQceived  to  be  bi»  weak  side  $  and  being- 
well  aware  that  her  caro  sposo^  ;Qiotwith» 
standing  his  docility  in  the  house^  con- 
trived, by  the  peevishnes  of  his  temper, 
to  render  those  vmd&t  his  care  very 
uncomfortable  in  the  manufjetctorj,  she 
thought  it  no  difficult  matter  to  show  off 
with  the  unsuspecting  yoiith  as  a  suffer- 
ing saintt  wbot  howtfirer,  appeerances 
might:  go,  was  ia  aome^  secr^  and  vay^ 
terious  way. tormented  by  her  husband. 
•  It  was  not  difficult  for  Susan  to  awaken 
pity  in  one^  who^  though  naturally  of  a 
strong  mindt  wis  too  young  and  too  in- 
Bocentt.for  suspicion^  and  too, much  a 
stranger  to  the  efiects  o£  vanity  to  sus- 
pect how  far  it  will  go  to  attain  it$  object  i 

and  Susan  was  herself  too  ignorant  to  be 
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ftware,  how  much,  she  might  be  led  be- 
yond hef  first  wishes.  She  now  paid 
William  every  kind  of  attention  most  cal- 
culated to  win  his  reg£u:d,  or  charm  his 
senses}  the  best  of  every  thing  wa« 
reserved  for  him,  his  oomfiirts  'ever  at- 
tended  to,  ins  very  ^inshes  prevented;  and 
the  houses  fionl  being  the  abode  a 
datteiOy  was  become  as  neat  as  its  mis- 
tress, who  .was  ever  se^  delicately  deaoy 
and  with  that  kind  of  smiling  count&> 
nancel  which  indicates  a  desire  to  bury 
every  sigh  in  the  presence  of  an  object 
for  whom  a  sensation  is  felt  too  tender  to 
be  acknowledged,  and  too  ardent  to  be 
concealed.    *      •  •  •'  -  . 

It  was  impoBsSile 'for' William  now  not 
to  attend;  Susan  to  meetiDg  4m  Sunday  s,, 
because  Jonathaii  went  to  a  distant  village 
to  preach ; '  as  -  he.  never  bad  attended 
meeting  oxk  working  days,  how  could  be 
do  better,  when  the  hours  of  labour  wece 
over*  than  sit  and  read  to  Susan  ?  She 
mended  his  clothes,  it  was  but  right  tha( 

I 
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h0  should  ntuM  ker  cbildren ;  it  was  na- 
tural for  faim  to  show  all  his  knowledge 
^  Im  ImmMMf  md  hm  pkm  for  imptovt- 
menu  in  it^  to  one  who  alwajs  heacd  h 
with  patience  and  understood  what  be 
was  saying  j  and  it  became  also  natarali 


r 

■ 

3 

to  end  who  ad  smratfeljr  0)rm|MtlBted  in 
every  thing  wMdi  he  lektedi  and  wbo 
so  generously  repressed  hejt  own  troubH 
tett  they  shooU  afflict  heif  ^iend^  oi  l» 
fiscfc  upon  a  hmbaiid  who  #aa  eiWMfy 

mwortby  o£  bei> 

This  hmband,  finding  himself  inore 
comfortable  in  his  house  than  he  bad 
ever  been  since  his  mamaget  IMI  dtt^ 
posed  to  rc^ice  in  every  citfcnoistaDce 
that  ai^eac^d  to  have  emtribi^d  to  so 
good  an  end^  and  William  had  m  eboA* 
dm  share  of  the  gratitude  be  rsaNy  ftlt 
in  order  to  pMve  that  be  had  a  liaceie 
rc^d  kor  hiai^  he  conljdved  ta  ^  o#* 
tfdn  work  into  his  bandi^by  which  it  WS 

pecnUe  tbafr     night  gait  seene  msmj 
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wherewith  to  assist  his  friends ;  but  be 
WS8  B  Uttle  surprised  to  find,  that  tiais 
woBfkf  whiflb  WiliiaiB  had  wpmtwMy  bten 
moat  aaocimn  to  obtain^  was  aether  tB* 
ceived  with  that  pieasurS)  nor  piusuad 
with  that  avidity^  whkh  had»  iq>  to  the 
pcflMut  period,  ibnned  so  strikiog  a  part 
of  hig  conducty  ia  every  thhig  which  oB- 
feted  assistance  to  his  deav  ]iiotbte>  who^ 
from  her  increased  burden^  never  wanted 
it  more  than  now* 

•  4»  How  happens  it  we  never  see  WiJU 
liam  ?"  said  Mrs*  Thorncli£fe  to  her  bus- 
band.  **  Have  you  seen  nothing  of 
William  yet?"  was  every  Sunday  the 
^eation  of  M^y  Allen  to  the  new  nurse* 
maid,  who  had  bsoogfat  up  Mn#  Thorn- 
chfife'a  children  ftom  the  eouitry,  and 
who^  wliile  the  asked  the  queBtioii,  £dl  a 
jfeuu:  least  the  pretty  stxangei;  siiocddaii* 
swer  "  YeSf"  yet  was-  croeUy  disappoiat* 
ed  at  the  **Noy"  which  cMHstaBtly  ioU 
lowed* 

**  WiUiam  has  lefit  oS  going  to  church 
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ever  since  I  began  to  go  there/'  said 
Betty  Allen  to  Joseph^  ^<  which  seen 
fatter  hard  npoame,  but  however!  hear 
of  hhn  bong  constantly  at  meethig,  sol 
ought  Dot'to  grumble ;  not  but  I  reall;  do 
think  His  Worship's  sermons  m^ht  do  bioi 
as  much  good  as  tfaeyused  tf>  do,  forlget 
to  understand  him  better  and  better,  and 
so  I.  shall  tell.William.''  .  .  . 

* .  5<  Thee  liadst  betteri  be  quiet .  and  let 
things  alone ;  how  does  .thee  know  wbicb 
way  his  heart. may  be  touched  at  tlus 
time  ?  Thee  little  thinks  how  he  may  be 
drawn  !  not  but  I  must  say  thisi  that 
there  never  was  a  .time  when  he  showed 
so  little  kindness  to  us,  fof  hd  bardfy 
ever  lodks  in  to  scie  how  we  are  going  €0, 
aocb  wfaeoar  he  ddes.  coine^  'be .  seeoos  » 
iine£isy  as  acat  on  a  bakesttme  y  there  b& 
no  rest  till. he's  o£^.and  that's  what  I  call 
unproper  conduct  $  — •  and  for  that  matter 
when  my  daughter .  com^  she's  all  /of 
sighing,  and  sonein^^  and  never  sitting 
a  while,  so  that  if  it  wasn't  for  this,  poor 
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bit  of  a  lad  that  keeps  us  up,  I  dou't  see 
any  comfort  ^we  should  have  among 

Betty,  in  a  manner  where  sorrow  con* 
tended  with  patience,  assented  to  the 
truth  of  the  ohservation,  hoping  that  by 
and  by  things  would  be  better. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Nstnrtf  mrw,  - 

All  dues  be  rendered  to  the  owners;  now» 
What  nearer  debt  in  all  humanity, 
Thau  wife  is  to  the  hiuband? 

Mr.  Thornclifie  had  been  too  long  ba^ 
bituated  to  seeing  William  about  hiiOf 
and  had  too  sincere  a  regard  for  him  not 
to  remark  his  absence,  and  particularly 
to  notice  the  cirramstance  of  bis  neglect* 
ing  to  avail  himself  of  the  extra-work 
in  the  manufactory,  for  which  he  knew 
he  had  often  wished,  at  a  time  whea  the 
state  of  the  concern  forbade  him  to  be 
gratified* 

A  little  observation  showed  him  the 
true  state  of  the  case,  he  beheld  the  poor 
youth,  sliding  as  it  were  by  impercepti* 
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ble  degrees,  into  cortain  destruction ;  and 
whilst  he  determined  ta  snttdi  lum  fiMli 
^  he  yefcMughitodo  it M  tiich a aaMMer 
as  dboiild  pr€aerv#  bim  fircMa  evea  the 
QCMitemjdatioii  of  the  evii  into  which  he 
was  so  unwittingly  falling. 

Wittiam  w*i  mnrndrngly  much  dor-, 
prised  on  bcddg  one  day  told  by  Hun* 
phne%  hu  was  aony  to  Um  hiw^  but 
Mr.  Thomclifib  ttieaat  him  to  go  to  the 
Hall  for  the  rest  of  his  time ;  and  ^ 
Mr*  TcmliosQO  waa  of  ofimom  h  was 
rj^bW  lo  be  sine  he  cauld  say  notUdg 

William  felt  himself  in  an  universal 
glow,  and  a  pang  seeitied  to  stryLethr^ugh 
hia  hearty  such  as  be  had  stvarftill  he^ 
fora^  for  shame  was  minglad  wifcb  the 
pain  ;  but  he  knew  not  wh6r^ore»  nor 
did  he  know  why  he  was  angry,  yet  he 

cetffttiiil^  feit  sfefcem*  ndigoaiion  with* 
'  e¥*ry  pessoo^wka  had  awf  hand  in  what 
ha  tkiugkt^  mi  act  e£  ty^rmm^  UnmiMog^ 
that  the  state  of  agitation  in  which  he 
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ielt«  himself^  should  be  -  seen  by  Hum-' 
phriesy  whose  perceptions  of  every  kindi 
were  none  -  of  the  quickesty  he  hastily 
left  the  house^  and  without  a  di&linct  in- 
tention of  any  kind,  pursued  his  way  to 
the  cottage. 

The  pleasure  with  which  his  appear- 
ance was  hailed^  reminded  him  how  much 
he  was  a  stranger,  and  many  other-en^- 
cumstances  told  hitn^  that  if  be  iwi 
bpen  the  son  he  used  to  be»  things  would 
have  gone  better  in  the  cottage^''  although 
Elizabeth  made  no  complaints,  but  ou 
the  contrary,  ofiered  him  a  basin  of  soupi 
which .  Mary  had  brought  them,  she  sai4 
<^  not  ten  minutes  before  he  entered." 
He  then  eagerly  enquired,  which  way 
she  was  gone,'*  and  on  being  informed, 
he  followed,  and  was  not  long  before  I» 
saw  her  in  a  lane,  near  the  house,  as^sks 


aui^-inaid,  who-  vmn.  walking  with  the 
(^dren.  TheirtirogiresslappearedtolMve 

beisn  sta^d  by  an     soldier,-  irom  whom 
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they  had  juM  parted,  and  after 
they  were  all  earnestly  gazing*  in  a  con- 
trary direction  to  i^ai  which  William 
was  taking.         *      -  '  • 

William  did  not  approach  this  little 
•party,  with  the  gay  step  and  lively  greet- 
ing, which  he  was  wont  to  use ;  the  ebul* 
lition'  of  anger  was  gone,  but  a  sense  of 
grief,  the  cause  for  which  was  indefinite 
to  himself  (or  nearly  so)  remamed.  He 
iuul  no  <Hie  to  Uamot  fw  he  was  well 
aware,  tliat  Mr.  Thomcli£Ee  had .  evf ry 
reason  to  consider,  that  he  had  ^ne 
him  a  kindness — "but  then* poor  Mrs* 
J^umphriesl  how  would  she  lament  his 
a]jsence,  and  what  might  she  not  suffes 
when  he  was  gone  ?  William's  painful 
contemplation  was  interrupted  by  UiQ 
voices  of  those  whom  he  approached, 
and  who  were  in  earnest  conversation. ' 

"  You  say  very  tru^"  observed-  ti» 
ne\ii^  infaid,  to  l^ary,  in  reply  to  something 
he  had  not  heard,  <^  and  if  1  had  parents, 
I  should  think  eveiy  penny  I  had  got^ 
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due  to  them)  luit  deas  keMtl  I  kvie 
non^  sad  somebowr  X  never  caa  see  n 
eid  soldier  without  ^vioig  him  soaietluiigi 
my  own  father  was  a  soldier,  ^^daiy— 
the  first  friend  I  ever  had  was:  one  j  and 
if  I  have  a  relation  lefl  in  the  wide  world, 
most  likely  ^  I  fear  at  least,  h/e  is  a  sol- 
dier  too,  befetfe  this  tiaae." 

The  aea  and  Se^qmnly  fflhea^gfrnot 
ia  which  thfli*  woid»  were  uttoted*  came 
itvar  Williaib'a  seoae^  like  kaig  rmm 
bfsved  sounds,  and  the  weeds  decy^ 
afibcted  hiai«  aS)  applying  ta  his  ow 
aituatiAa  in  life}  he  stepped  up  with 
the  inq^tulse  of  newly  "awakened  curiosi^f 
and  atier  bidding  good-day  to  Mu]f» 
9laid  upon  her  companion  with  an  ear- 
^stness  which  induced  her  to  quicken 
her  pace,  and  turn  with  a  deep  and  soiDe> 
what  angry  blush  irom  bis  too  sctntlMl' 
ing  eye. 

WiUisni<  as  he  now  waHced  siknlly  by 
Hary,  was  competed  to  hear  thtf  mD) 
Begative  erMwsy  of  which  he  had  been 
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guilty »  be  had  nwcr  beeo^  ta  adi 
whether  she  was  dead  or  alivei  be  had 
Mgtfer  rotumed  the  books  her  iMBtor  bad 
knt  bim^  be  bad  mgvtr  ahewa  bit  fim 
afc  cbuf  ch,  he  bad  nwer  sat  half  ao  hour 
with  her  poor  father — ia  abort,  nobody 
ooidd  belieW  lio  wis  the  aaina  petsoiit 
he  WAV  fuU  aa  like  Duke  WiUiam  oo  a 
Mgn  post,  aa  WiUiaoa  Warreik^^ 

At  the  laat  wordsn  the  stranger  turned 
rounds  aod  suddenly  advanced  towards 
tbeob  tbematopped;  bewildered^  agitatod^ 
and  hreatbiessi  unable  to  apeak^  yet  mu 
dently  labouring  with  words  oi'tbe  utmost 
importance^  and  turning  so  pale,  that 
ahe  appeared  on  the  point  of  fiunting.  * 

For  God's  sak^  what  ia  the  matter?*' 
cried  Mary. 

Surely/'  she  replied  with  difficult, 
•*  you  called  this  young  man  WaiTen.*^ 

<^  Yea,  to  be  sure,  I  dtti,  §at  that  i$  bta 
name^  though  many  people  give  bin  my 
name  of  Allen,  which  to  be  sure  be  has 
no  rigbt  to^  nor  indeed  do  I  suppose  he 
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wishes  to  have  the  same  name  with  me 

The  latter  part  of  the  sentenoe  was 
lost  on  her  to  whom  it  was  offparent^ 
addressed,  who  continued  to  look  on 
William,  with  an  earnestness  far  exceed* 
ing  that  with  which  he  had  regardied  ha« 
At  length  by  a  violent  effi>rt,  she  regained 
sufficient  composure  to  say,      I  beg 

^  pardon  for  being  so  particular,  but  my 
own  name  is  Warren,  and  I  have  a  brother 
somewhere^  and  I  thought— I  remem- 
bered ^  I  know  not  what  to  say,-~l  am 
Betsy  Warren/' 

My  Betsy,  my  sister,  — ttiy  own, 
ovm,  dear  Utile  girh  risen  from  the  dead,'* 
bded  William,  as  with  trembling  eager- 
ness he  now  seized  her  band,  gazed  on 
het  features  J  and  at  lengthy  overcome 
with  past  and  {mscfnt  emotions,  wept  like 
aniiktant*  Assured  that  she  indeed  beheld 
hi$r  long  lost  brother,  jthe  still  timid  and 
gentle  girl,  gave  way  to  almost  frantid 

'  joy,  till  checking  herselfi  she  turned  her 
tearful  eyes  to  heaven,  and  thanked  God 
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that  her  prayers  were  aiiswei«d»  with  a 
voice  and  manner,  which  proved,  that 
whatever  had  been  Ihe  trials  of  her  early 
years,  she  bad  learnt,  to  **  remember  her 
Creator  in  the  days  of  her  youth."  • 

Mary  subdued,  gratified,  by  this  inte- 
resting  discovery,  appeared  little  less 
affected  than  the  parties  themselves. 
William's  late  unkindness  was  all  for- 
gotten, and  his  former  virtues  seemed  to 
range  themsdvee  in  battle  array,  agdinst 

# 

all  future  reproaches;  and  the  afiecting 
'delight,,  the  touching  and  natural  joy  he 
ifelt  on  .  recovering  that  sister» :  (whiMm 
name  in  the  innocence  of  his  heart,  he 
had  J&equently  transferred,  to  her,  as  the 
only  substitute  he  could  find),  appeared 
to  her  xuind,  a.guaiautee  for  the  return 
of  all  his  former  predilections. 

«* ,  But  they  said  yo\i  were  dead,  Betsy? 
and  1  left  you^  so  very  ill,  and  in  the 
power  of  siich  a  tyrant  too,  that  it  ap- 
peared but  too  likely  to  be  true— >  yet 
here,  you  are,  so.  talU" WiUiam  had 
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nmdy  addedf  '  and  so  pretty/  **  thtk  I 
can  scarcely  beUeve  my  own  eyes,— 
your  voice  struck  mc»  tbui  momoit  I 
heard  you  speak,  and  your  eyes  too^  are 
the  same,  ,  only  not  quite  so  blue^-^sod 
can  you  remember  Sergeant  HallaiD, 
Betsy?— but  I  know  you  do— ' aye! 
you  are  the  same  kind,  grateful  hearted 
little  creature  you  always  were.*' 

A  turn  in  the  road  now  obliged  Mary, 
much  against  her  will,  to  part  with  this 
happy  pair ;  hut  she  left  them  with  a 
lighter  beart  thaa  she  had  fth  for  worn 


m 

w 

± 

ft 

of  hotii  brotheor  and  sister  in  hee  ptam 
•**  She  has  been^  the  kindest  ftiend  tow 
ever,  since  I  came  a  stranger  iota  thoe 
parts^  that  ever  was  known*  We  becaoK 
acquainted  at  church,  and  through  the 
children  as  it  were,  because  her  mistress 
frequently  sends  her  over  to  see  the  two 
"Who  were  nursed  at  their  house  a  while; 
and,  what  is  very  odd,  William,  she  Wll 
always  talking  of  you  when'  we  got  ta> 
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getbeif  just  m  if*  ibe  bad  foreseen  what 
was  to  happen  j  yet  she  never  by  any 
diaooe  dipped  yomt  name  ot'  Waftfen 
tiU  the  time  when  she  aoelded  youi'^  aaid 
Bets7# 

William  observed^.**  That  was  very 
iiatura],  for  the  only  name  he  was  kiiowii 
My  WBA  thM  of  Be%  Allen's  son and 
he  added^  in  a  low  and  agitated  ton^ 

have  yoU|  JBetsy^  ever  heard  or  seen 
ally  thing  of  our  mother 
'  The  poor  girl,  with  et^pisl  mxo^imh  ^ 
sweredt  That  she  had  never  heard  of 
het»  or  learnt  that  she  had  made  any  en- 
quiries after  her  forsaken  children  j  but/* 
she  addled^  1  once  saw  e  wosnan  witii  • 
beaket  on  bar  arm^  selling  pina  and  laoss^ 
whom  for  a  momeni  I  iancied  might  be 
her  )  especially  as  she  looked  at  me  with 
a  kind  ef  fOfpriia^  and  idnoit  temrt 
which  X  shall  never  fiirget ;  but  she  in# 
stantl^y  passed  ei^  and  was  gone  04it  of 
sight  and  hearing  before  I  had  time  to 
rteever  my  astonishment ;  and  so  short 
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was  the  time  for  me  to  observe  her.  that 
perhaps  I  was  vrhoMy  mistaken.^' 

W^yiiaiDy  with  a  deep  sigh,  replied^  It 
might  be  so^  for  surely  their  mother  would 
have  gladly  owned  her^  or  endeavoured 
to  learn  whether  she  was  her  child  or 
not/*  ^ 

^  I:  ha?e  my  doubts  of  that,''  said 
Betsy,  with  a  J&int  smile ;  for  I  was 
not  then  in  the  happy  situation  you  see 
me  now,  WiUiata  j  I  was  pale  and  ragged, 
and  every  w^y.  &rlor»,  for  it  was  pet  more 
tium  a  year  after  we  partede*' 

William,  with  a  heart  that  ached  at  the 
teoollection  c^* the  past,  even  through  its 
pleasurea  of  the  present,  would  toot  en^' 
quire  further  into  Betsy's  history  at  this 
time;  for  they  were  now  near  the  house, 
and  he  perceived  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thorn* 
cliffe  coming  out  to  meet  their  childr^ 
the  youngest  oi'  which  'was  in  William- s 
arms*  In  a  few  minues  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  happy  disco  very  of  this 

scwr  rektionship  between  two  sfrrant^- 
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'for.  whom  they  had  a  sincere  regard* 
Although  WiUiain  was^  from  his  known 
services  and  long  attachment)  paramount 
in  their  esteem,  and  it  was  pleasant  to 
them  to  reward  his  merit  by  protecting 
his  sister,  his  master  could  nol  help  hinfc- 
mg  to  him  how  muc^  pleaaoce  he  had 
lost  from  not  lookmg  in  as  he  used  to 
da ;  but  the  deep  blu^  -  whkh  mantled^ 
over  his  wgenuous  isatures^  told  him 
there  was  no  occasion  to  touch  upon  that 
topic,  it  was  painful  enough  already* 

In  the  bustle  of  departure,*  the  young 
man  had  bade  a  very  hasty  farewell  to 
Humphries  and  his  wife,  (who  happened 
to  be  both  in  the  house),  with  the  promise 
of  seeing  them  soon  again }  a  promise 
easily,  and,  indeed,  almost  inevitably  fuU 
fiUedy  from  the  vicinity  of  their  dw«Uing 
*  to  the  itianu&cU»y.  The  discovery  of 
his  only  and  beloved  sitter  naturally 
formed  the  subject  of  conversaiicHi  the 
first  time  he  called ;  but  even  the  warmth 
of  his  own 
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qyiD|»thy  in  bis  happiness,  qould  not  pc^ 
veat  him  frpm  seeing,  tb4t  sitie  h«9rd  pf 
his  new  conneotion  with  coidoess  aad 

• 

ttt-f uppraiMd  yexatwii,  fditboMgh  flbo  QK- 
pctaMd  Ml  earoeet  deaurQ  to  Ipcooi^ 
quainted  with  Betsy ;  and,  agreeable  to 
'  the  conceited  mmnm  which  9he  Imd  90  * 
long  fiitwmtdi  obaenradf  U  ^  a  diMy 
whkh.Witiiaoi  oiwied  thff  fOM  lost  girj^  tP 
lead  her  to  one>  who  oould  watruct  iter 
in  the  pttths  of  peace/' 

On  tibsm  wmsAi  :ike  poor  lH>y  doeply 
ponderfidj  he  lUt  that  whatever  she 
might  do  for  his  si«ter»  she  had  beea  the 
loss  ofjp^ace  to  him  ;  in  spite  ^pf  Betsy's 
fviMrace,  of  tlie  mmim  ^  kk  good  ttii«- 
tam$  the  caresies  o^ '  her  beloved  cbildreii» 
and  the  daily  improvemeE^  of  the  busi- 
nessy  there  was  still  a  weight  in  his  bosom 
which,  he  could  neither  examine  nor  re- 
more*  He  was  at  onoe  dnawnt  as  by 
habits  to  Susan,  and  yet  i^epnlsed  as  by 
reason  and  feeling  from  her.  One  thingi 
^t  leaet,  ho  felt  auured  of,  that,  notwith* 
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^odiag  411  Im  pity  for  bar^  which  wasiy 
in  f^ctf  the  sole  cause  of  his  partiality  to 
her,  she  was  an  improper  oowf  aioii  for 
bisaktor* 

Juat  M  thia  thought  paased  WiUiaxa'a 
mind,  be  was  met  by  Betty  Allen,  who 
told  biiii^  vritik  gte$i  Mbiebince,  that  she 
was  comp^lod  at  Imgjth  to  apply  to  the 
pariah  for  assiataiaecb  and  was  tbea  on 
bef  road  to  the  overseer,  whom  she 
dreaded  to  meet,  last  ho  should  comp 
ber  to  send  poor  CMiey  awi^,  befiMre  he 
wQukl  grant  ijier  any  xelief  for  Josephs 
William  started  &Oim  this  information,  as 
if  a  serpent  had  crossed  his  path ;  and 
ib^bom^^rkkklm  feaMweicpreasedat 
the  moment  was  almost  terrifying  to 
poor  Betty,  who  bitterly  x^pented  tb^ 
she  had  told  him  of  her  diaftress«  As  soon 


wiUi  a  voice  jgtuJtteiiiag  vU^  9»  *:umi  of 
roguish,  wJiich  o^Ly  seii^epro^cb  <;ould 
have  aw^l^ned,  told  her  to  returQ  botoe» 

and  <depeo4  upon  rdief  tfaftt  verj  eyening. 
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fiince^  though  peanylesshioiselfi  hekuew 
Betsy  had  the  power  of  assisting  him 
with  a  trifle* 

<^  And  soon^  very  soon/^  said  be,  fitoug- 
gling  with  himself,  <^  I  shall  be  able  to 
bring  you  something  of  my  own  earning  \ 
and  then,  mother,  then  you  will  see  Wil- 
liam at  the  cottage  as  yon  used  to  do/' 
>  Betty  turned  upon  him  eyes  fuUof 
tears,  but  also  full  of  unutterable  tender- 
ness, and  that  perfect  confidence  which, 
content  to  repose  upon  the  simple  pi^^ 
mise  of  those  whom  it  loves^  questions 
neither  the  past  nor  the  future,  she  re- 
turned home  comparatively  happy,  though 
it  was  to'encount^  coniplamtB  ahe  coold 
not  soothe,  and  to  witness*  wants  she 
could  not  relieve ;  but  so  terribly  acute 
were  the  feelings  of  William  at  this  mo- 
ment, that  if  he  had  not  been  compeUed 
to  rush  into  buriness,  he  felt  that  they 
would  completely  unfit  him  ibr  tbst 
exertion  he  was  so  anxious  to  make. 

That  very  evening  he.  began  with 
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eagerness  to  employ  himself  <m  the  kMg 
neglected  work,  which  would  enable  him 
to  rescue  from  distress  his  more  than 
mother ;  and  though  her  went  home  fa- 
tiguedi  and  almost  &int  with  the  extr»- 
ordinary  exertions  and  emotions  he  had 
experienced  during  the  day^  yet  his 
heart  seemed  lightened  of  half  its  load. 
Every  evening  saw '  him  still  thus  em- 
ployed, and  his  only  fear  was  now,  lest  he 
should  too  soon  hnish  the  work  thus  set 
apart  for  him,  or  that  a  share  of  it  should 
be  claimed  by  one  of  the  many  appren- 
tices now  employed  in  the  manu&ctory. 
This  was  not  however  the  case  j  the  busi- 
ness was  every  day  improving,  and  orders 
poured  in  abundantly,  Mr.  Thorncliffe 
erorcising  upon  it  all  bis  ability  4  and, 
encouraged  by  success  to  acquirekno- 
ledge  in  it,  rendered  it  more  productive 
than  could,  in  so  early  a  stage,  andwith 
a  small  capital,  have  been  expected. 

But  the  circumstance  which  soon  ren- 
dered William's  gains  more  certa  in  was 

VOL,  IV.  o 
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tbe  great  impiovement  in  his  business, 
^vbicll  he  evinced  in  forming  those  ar- 
ticles upon  which  he  wrought  duiiog  hit 
hours  overwork.  Whether  this  arose 
irom  his  extreme  anxiety,  to  perform  his 
labour  well,  because  he  was  fearful  rf 
losing  it }  (m:  from  having,  in'  the  hmeli* 
ness  and  silence  of  the  mMiufactory  at  a 
period  when  he  was  almost  alweinitf 
the  power  of  thinking  more  and  contrif'- 
ing  better,  we  know  not  j  but  it  is  ^ 
tain0  that  during  these  hoitra  he  rnsde 
aevendconsid^aUe  improvenent«f  which 
.  beixig  beneficial  to  his  emploj^ers,  as  sucb 
were  paid  for  by  them,  as  an  encourage* 
ment  to  his  talents  as  well  aa^bis  industry  \ 
*  so  that  ia  a  short  time  he  again  expe^ 
nenced  the  satislaction  of  removing  every 
difficulty  from  his  beloved  motlier,  while 
his  own  heart,  free  from  every  thraldoffli 
could  exult  in  the  happiness  he  bestowed^ 
and  his  mind»  seeking^  with  increasied 
avidityt  the  means  of  instruction  the  more 
its  time  for  such  enjoyment  was  cor* 
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tailed,  'every  day  improved  in  power,  or 
!  increased  in  knowledge. 

One  evening  as  William  waa  exhibiting 

in  the  kitchen  at  the  hall,  a  cofiee^cup 
I  with  a  new-shaped  handle  of  his  own 
torning,  which  was  still  unbaked)  Betsy, 
who  admired  it  much,  tiMed  with  the 
needle  in  her  hand,  a  kind  of  border 
which  William  was  much  pleased  with. 

It  is/'  said  Betsy,    the  pattern  of  the 
diiJd^s  irock  I  have  been  mending,  I 
could  always  trace  things  I  saw  with  a  pen 
I  or  a  pencil,  very  neatly  i  indeed  I  used  to 
do  a  great  deal  of  pattern  drawing  for 

Jmt  old  woman  who  wm  so  cnw  to 

I  me**' 

Indeed cried  William,  his  ejet 
sparkling  with  pleasure,  "  you  are  tlie 
very  person  we  want,  £xr  all-our  crockery 
it  as  well  made,  and  of  as  good  a  mate- 
rial as  any  body's,  but  we  can  get  no 
^  good  workmen  in  that  line}  our  cups 
I  aDd  saucers  are  all  comed  with  hideous 
tUngiE^  aeaam  and  squareSi  and  yellow 

Q  2  * 
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strawberries  ^  it  mtkes  me  just  wild  to*  | 
look  at  them.'' 

<^  But  you  woul4'ut,  take  me  into  the 
manufactory,  William,  surely?  you 
would'nt  have  me  leave  the  children?** 

William  thought  fat  some  time  in 
silence,  and  at  length  answered,  <^  indeed  | 
Betsy  I  would  have  you  ia  the  manu-  ^ 
factory  if  I  thought  you  could  do  us 
Essential  pervice  l^ere;  because  that  i 
would  be  the  best  means  of  really  serving 
the  children  and  their  parents  too»  and  I 
think,  with  me  so  near  you,  to  take  care  i 
of  you,  there  could  be  no  danger  to 
yourself ;  I  would  only  wish  you  to  gP 
in,  until  you  had  instructed  otbersi 
and''   '  *       .  • 

Williams  reasons  were  cut  short  by  the 
.entrance  of  his  master,  who  on  leamiog 
the  subject  of  their  conversation,  sm^  \ 
perceiving  Betsy's  delineation  on  the 
coffee-cup,  entered  with  still  more  than  j 
William's  enditasiasm on  the  subject;  and  i 

on  showing  it  to  Mrs»  Thomdifiei  sb^ 
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expressed  herself  not  only  pleased  with 
Betsy's  neat  performance,  but  very  much 
vexed  with  herself,  for  having  never  en- 
deavoured to  obviate  the  want  of  pat-  . 
teens,  which  her.  husband  was  so  ire- 
quently  lamenting,  by  endeavouring  to 
exercise  her  own  ingenuity,  especially  us 
she  had  formerly  been  considered  a  pro- 
ficient in  drawing.  '  ' 
;  Ever  eager  in  the  prosecution  of  a  new 
scheme,  though  happily  schooled  in  his 
|mode  of  conducting  it,  Mr.  Thomciifte, 
on  the  following  day,  did  not  fail  to  put 
hb  wife's  abilities  to  the  test ;  and  her 
readiness  to  oblige  him  seemed  to  give 
her  a  new  claim  on  his  afiections,  and 
sUength^a  the  tie  which  bound  them  to 
each  other,  by  giving  them  an  object  of 
mutual  care  and  discussion.   After  seve- 
ral pleasing  patterns  Mrs.  Thornclifie  at 
length  succeeded  in  producing  one  of 
very  superior  attractions,  and  she  then 
•  lost  no  time  in  giving  Betsy  the  neceg-^ 
sary  instructions,  and  found  her  so  docile 
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,  in  attending,  and  so  neat  in  executing 
what  was  given  ber  to  do,  that  sba  w 
readily  pronounced  a  great  acquiBition  to 
tlie  concern ;  and  her  accommodatiou  at 
the  manufactory  was  rendered  so  retired, 
comfortable,  and  every  way  respectably 
that  the  most  timid  and  iastidiom  could 
not  possibly  object  to  it*  Two  youiig 
girls  and  a  boy,  were  placed  under  ber 
guidance,  and  the  facility  which  constant 
practice  bestows,  soon  enabled  her  to  pio- 
duce  such  work,  as  to  give  promise  of 
rivalling  the  most  admirable  productions 
of  the  celebrated  manufactories* 

Now,  now!"  cried  William  exultingly* 
as  he  took  a  basin,  from  the  hands  of 
Betsy,  ^<  I  see  what  can  be  done  &r 
Charley,  he  can  make  strokes  and  squares 
as  well  SIS  these,  if  he  is  once  shown 
how  to  do  it;  fhe  young  rogue  made 
round  o's  and  w's  a  thousand  times  better 
« than  I  could  long  since,  and  what  are 
these  blue  lines  ?  but  x's  and  v's  and  such 
like,  combined  into  bordering  ?'* 
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Charley  was  admitted*  and  soon  evuM>> 
i  ed  the  kind  of  talent  for  which  William 
gave  him  credit  $  and  to  the  great  sur* 
prise  of  pow  Joseph,  received  as  much 
m<mey  fbr  sitting  in  a  chair,  scribbling 
with  a  blue  stick,  as  if  be  had  worked 
like  a  slave.  Happily  the  effect  of  con* 
finement,  generally  prejudicial  to  the 
health  of  youth,  was  obviated  boUi  to 
Betsy  and  Charley,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  each  continuing  to  sleep  at 
tlifiir  former  homes  j'and  as  the  wages  of 
t'he  little  boy  were  paid  to  poor  Betty, 
she  was  enabled  to  clothe  him  decently, 
and .  increase  all  his  comforts  along  with 
her  own,  which  supporting  him  ior  so 
long  a  period,  had  grievoudy  dimmidiedii 

William  had,  during  this  time,  learned 
at  different  periods,  (for  often  was  the  sad 
tale  interrupted  by  her  tears,  or  broken 
in  upon  by  the  duties  of  her  station,)  all 
that  had  befallen  Betsy  during  tlieir 
long  absence;  and  it  appeared  to  them 
both,  that  it  was  the  death  of  her  first 

Q  ^ 
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mistress,  which  occurred  a  month  or  two 
after  William  absconded,  which  had  io 

0 

all  probability  occasioned  the  report  ef 
htt  own  death,  which  had  been  so  pain- 
ful to  her  brother.  In  the  stile  and 
wrthography  practised  by  poor  Beto^s 
«manueiMs»  such  an  error  was  easily 
made  f  he.  found  that  the  death  of  one 
tyrant  only  made  way  fox  another,  and 
Betsy's  return  to  the  poor-house,  hail 
led  to  sc^es  of  cruelty,  and  fears  of  still 
l^reater  I  which,  in  all  the  most  painful 
circumstances,  she  concealed  fjcom  her 
brother,  but  she  informed  him,  that  theold 
woman^s  advice,  ever  to  prefer  a  private 
servitude  to  that  of  a  manufactory,  had 
<:ontinued  still  to  operate  so  strongly  upon 
her  mind,  that  she  had  been  ever  enabled 
to  evade  it,  to  and  pass  her  infant  years 
under  the  protection  offered  by  a  inistress, 
though  frequently  administered  by  those 
who  showed  little  of  the  humanity,  or  the 
cares,  incident  to  such  a  situation^ 
It  mm  not  her  first  violent  lady,  whoa 
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Betsy  designated  her  cross  mistress,  but 
one  whose  tedious  fretfiilness  of  temper 
had  rendered  her  life  still  more  intoler- 
ably  painful,  but  who  had  eventually 
benefited  Betsy,  by  consigning  her  to  a 
r-elation  who  was  well  aware  of  her  tem- 
per, and  had  with  truly  Christian  kind- 
ness healed  the  wounds  she  had  inflicted, 
and  raised  up  the  trembling  and  half- 
stupified  child,  to  health,  activity  and 
intelligence,  and  at  length  parted  with 
her  to  Mrs.  Thorncliffe,  (whom  she  con- 
sidered in  a  superior  rank  to  lierself,)  be; 
cause  she  desired  to  benefit  her,  by  a 
more  advantageous  situation. 

One  evening  when  William  was  walk- 
ing home  with  Betsy,  and  adverting 
to  his  own  history,  when  he  first  trod 
tlyoAe  fields  bare-foot,  pennyless,  hungry, 
And  unsheltered,  the  remembrance  of  his 
first  meeting  :i¥ith  Elizabeth  burst  so 
strongly  and  ^ctingly  upon  his  mind, 
that  he  asserted,  no  charity  eyer  equal; 
led.  her's  in  taking  me,  for  she  was  herseU' 
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poor,  and  wanted  thatfrom  (^hers,  which 
slie  bestowed  upon  me.^' 

"  And  yet,*'  observed  Betsy  "  1 
think  I  have  witnessed  in  a  person  not 
equally  poor,  but  yet  obliged  to  labour 
very  hard  to  procure  the  necessaries  of 
life  for  a  large  family,  an  act  of  cbarky 
still  greater/' 

<^  Impossible !  but  I  should  like  to  hear 
what  it  was 

<^  I  was  attending  my  cross  mistress  just 
after  I  entered  her  service,  to  can  y  aparcel 
to  a  friend's  house,  when  a  violent  sum* 
mer  shower  drove  us  into  the  kitchen  of 
a  little  farmer  j  the  master  of  the  house 
entered  it  just  before  us,  he  was  a  civil 
man,  and  offered  us  chairs  very  kindly ; 
his  children,  one  after  another,  to  the 
number  of  five,  r^n  in;  thc^"  were, 
one  exception,  all  fine  ruddy  boys:  but 
my  mistresa  who  nev^  saw  any  side  but 
the  dadc  one,  took  no  notice  of  any  «f 
thenif  but  she  fixed  her  eyes  on  on%  pocUf 
palfi^looking  little  creature,  about  two 
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years  dd,  who,  tte  moment  the  fkmmw 
was  seated,  embraced- his  leg,  and  ciingi- 
iug  to  him  like  a  weak  tendril  round  a 
sturdy  oak ;  begged  bimi  as  well  as  it  was 
able,  to  go  out  no  more. 

What  a  poor  looking  sickly  thingi^' 
said  my  mistress* 

^  But  he  be  a  varry  pratty  one  for  all 
that,''  said  the  farmer* 

It  is  natural  for  people  to  think  well 
of  their  own." 

Why  e'es,  but  this'n  be  my  own,  an 
it  ben't,  as  one  may  say,  but  somehow  I 
laves  it  just  the  seame,  for  it  ha'  cost  tm 
mony  a  hoor^s  sorrow—'* 

My  miftress  had  no  humanity,  but  she 
had  abundance  oi  curiosity,  and  she  en« 
quired  what  the  iarmer  meant* 

Why,  madam,'*  said  he,  turning  the 
child's  face  towards  us,  as  he  pkced  him 
on  his  ki:^e,  and  laid  his  little  head  upon 
his^  bosom;  <'if  ye  please  to  look  at  this 
poor  child's  features,  you  may  soon  see 
\yha  is  bi^  feather*  if  so  be  you're  3€- 

< .  G  6 


Digitized  by 


13£         TALES  OV  TH£  PKIOAY* 


quainted  with  our  squire  at  the  great 
house  over  the  way  there  j  his  mother, 
poor  Ims,  was  a  very  young  creature,  as 
was  niece  to  his  housekeeper ;  and  dear 
heart!  I  suppose  she  went  to  see  her 
&Unt,  and  went,  and  went,  till  as  one  may 
say,  she  came  to  a  bad  end ;  but  still, 
poor  cratur,  she  wor  soa  modest  she 
never  could  be  brought  to  tell  any  thing 
about  it,  and  as  he  ne ver^  took  no  notice 
of  her,  why  she  came  to  poverty  and  dis* 
grace,  and  all  that  without  any  help  of 
any  kind  j  but  all  this  is  no  part  of  my 
story." 

"  No !  why,  what  is  your  story  then 
^  Why,  you  see,  I  knew  nought  of  aU 
this,  all  I  knowed  was,  that  this  child  was 
nursed  out  by  my  gates  here,  and  they 
said  as  how  its  mother  was  a  mantua 
maker  in  and  that  she  was  a  go. 
kig  m  a  deehne^  and  as  I  thought,  may 
be  could'nt  pay  for  itt  for  whenever  I 
went  to  the  door  to  sup  my  porridge  or 
my  broth,  there  this  poor  little  moppet^ 
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thof  it  could  hardly  walk,  it  would  come 
clinging  about  me  to  get  a  drop,  and 
after  my  children  too  j  what !  th'  varry 
youngest  wad  save  a  sup  for  it,  for  they 
all  saw  it  wefe  pined,  and  it  went  to  my 
heart  soa,  I  didn't  know  what  to  do ;  for 
you  see  r?e  five  a  my  own,  and  my  wife 
were  coming  on,  and  she  be  at  best  a 
very  tsickly  woman,  an  very  willing  to 
work  aboon  her  strength,  soa  I  could'nt 
think  a  laying  a  fresh  burden  on  her  par« 
ticularly  then,  for  she  wer  more  out  a 
spirits  than  I  ever|knew  her,  and  so  it 
passed  on  for  a  long  time,  and  this  poor 
thing  grew  thinner  and  paler  every  day, 
till  at  last  it  pleased  God,  wife  and  I 
coming  fro*  church  one  Sunday,  came  to 
a  sort  of  a  understanding,  she  said  as 
howi  <  she  parfitly  Jonged  to  have  this 
child,  but  how  could  she  think  a  burthen* 
*  ^ing  me?^  O  lardl  madam,  how  my  heart 
did  jump }  I  made  noa  more  bones  cm  it, 
but  hoame  X  brings  him,  and  as  it  pleased 
God  :to  take,  our  little  one^ .  why .  we  ha 
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nursed  him  like  a  baby^  ah  raised  him 
up  as  it  were  from  death's  door/' 

He  looks  little  better  than  death 
now^'^  said  my  mistress,  that  she  udght 
damp  the  generous  heart  of  the  honest 
iarmer;  but  she  said  wrong,  for  the  child, 
though  delicate,  was  very  pretty,  aoi 
evidently  so  beloved  by  every  one  in  the 
house,  that  it  was  delightful  to  witness 
it  J  "  and  I  think  you  must  allow  Wil- 
Ham,  that  farmer  S      n  was  as  good  as 
Elizabeth  Allen ;  and  his  wife,  who  wss, 
indeed,  a  very  ailing  woman,  at  least  as 
humane  and  kind  as  either  j  because  she 
knew  the  weight  so  young  a  child  would 
inevitaUy  lay  upon  herself.^' 

I  will  not,''  said  William,  dispute 
the  pointy  for  you  have,  awakened  my 
curiosity  more  than  you  are  aware, 
though  it  is  not,  I  trust,  of  the  same 
oatmre  with  that  of  your  mistress— -piay 
did  you  learu  any  more  about  this  boy 

Oh,  yesl  I  lived,  you  know,  withia 
a  mile  j  I  saw  him  often  after  that,  and 
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a  very  pretty  child  ho  grew;  bis  poor 
mother  died  a  few  months  after  this 
time,  and  his  wicked  father,  who  never 
(lid  any  thing  for  him,  went  abroad,  and 
he,  poor  tiling,  as  I  heard  since  1  came 
away«  came  to  a  very  bad  end." 

<'How!  was  he  killed 

"No,  worse  than  that,  poof  thing,  ke 
was  stolen  by  gipsies." 

"  Siolen,  say  you,  what  was  his  name?" 

**  I  think  it  was  Charles,  but  am.  not 
certain." 

"  But  you  know  the  name  of  the  gen- 
tleman, his  father." 

**  Oh,  yes  1  it  was  Squire  Canteril,  of 
Brook-  Grove." 

"  It  is  all  quite,  quite  plain,  that  veiy 
child  is  the  Charley  whom  you  have 
been  teaching  to  paint  the  plates." 

"  Indeed !  but  I  do  not  doubt  it,  for  ' 
ever  since  I  first  saw  that  boy^  I  fancied 
I  had  seen  him  before,  but  never  could 
recollect  where ;  how  happy  "will  it  nifike 
the  good  farmer,  whom  I  rejoice  to  say, 
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is  now  a  jrichej^  man  than  he  wan  theiii 
to  iearn  that  his  poor  pet  is  neither  mur- 
dered nor  brought  up  to  the  gallows,  as 
he  too  often  foretold  he  was/^ 

William  gave  a  sigh  to  the  recollection 
of  Charley's  early  likelihood  ot'  i'uldlling 
the  farmer's  prediction,  but  he  was  silent 
on  the  subject,  even  to  Betsy,  for  he 
was  fully  convinced  that  the  cares  oi 
Elizabeth  on  this  head  had  been  finally 
successful,  and  that  Charley  was  at  this 
time  not  only  generally  well  disposed, 
«  but  deeply  embued  with  a  thorough  de* 
testation  of  all  bad  practices^  and  a  just 
dread  of  his  former  habits,  which  ren- 
dered him  even  more  than  commonly 
ofaiervimt  over  his  own  heart  and  his 
conduct* 
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CHAP.  X. 

I 

4 

» 

The  end  of  that  man  is  peace. 

♦  PaOV£ABj9* 

ft 

When  the  circumstances  of  Charjey's 
birth  were  talked  over  at  the  cottage, 
the  poor  boy  displayed  much  sensibility 


i 

I 

with  great  celerity  set  about  writing  a 
letter  to  the  worthy  mtm,  to  whom  he 
had  unconsciously  owed  so  many  obli- 
gations. It  is  probable  that  a  little  pride 
of  birth,  notwithstanding  the  actual  dis- 
grace of  it,  might  have  mingled  in  his 
sensations,  if  it  had  not  been  suppressed 
by  the  reiterated  opinions  of  the  friends 
around  him,  on  the  conduct  of  his  tatheu 
who.  »>  far  froin  q>eaking  of  him  with 
tenderness  as  a  man  of  fax  superior  rank 
to.  their  owp,  with  great  justice  ren- 
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dered  that  circumstance  the  basis  of  thdr 
'  accusation^  and  hesitated  not  to  pro- 
nounce that  man  a  sinner  of  the  deepest 
die,  who  could  desert  the  creature  he  had 
betrayed,  and  leave  his  helpless  of^piiog 
literally  to  perish,  as  most  probably  bis 
mother  had  done,  for  want  of  common 
necessaries.  All  the  errors  of  which 
Charley  had,  or  was  ever  likely  to  have 
.  committed,  were  placed  at  his  door, 
(where  justice  itself  might  indeed  lay 
them,)  and  over  a  father  so  stained  wiA 
sin,  so  marked  with  the  finger  of  scorn 
by  those  on  whose  judgment  he  naturaH|f 
relied,  it  was  impossible  to  exult  evM 
when  arrayed  in  the  trappings  of  thai 
splendor,  on  which  the  poor  ai*e  too  apt 
to  look  with  envy,  and  approach  with 
deUght.      '  . 

It  will  be  readily  .conceived  that  the 
good  farmer  heard  not  only  with  plea- 
sure, from  one  whom  he  had  lost  so  lon^ 
but  that  he  also  still  desired  to  forward 
his  welfare,  and  pressed  upon  him  the 
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necessity  of  improving  his  education,  for 
which  he  kindly  offered  to  pay,  and  pro- 
mised that  by-and-bye  he  would  treat 
faim  with  a  journey  to  his  old  home,  pro- 
i^ded  he  had  a  good  account  of  him  ftom 
his  present  masters.  There  appeared  in 
the  btmest  man's  letter  some  suspicions 
as  to  the  principle  the  boy  must  neces- 
sarily have  imbibed  iiom  the  company  he 
had  kept  i  and  some  mysterious  allusions 
as  to  that  which  he  might  yet  be  called 
to  keep,  on  neither  of  which  subjects 
William  in  reading  the  letter  chose  to 
dilate.  His  humanity  would  not  allow 
him  to  pain  the  boy  by  the  former,  and 
his  good  sense  taught  him  to  consider  it 
utterly  improbable  that  a  father  who  shut 
his  ears  to  the  first  pleadings  of  nature, 
who  in  the  vile  selfishness  of  bis  soul, 
abandoned  even  the  young  and  lovely 
creature,  whose  only  fault  appeared  to 
be  submission  to  liis  will,  and  afiection 
for  his  person*  would  ever  return  to  the 
common  ieeiings  of  nature  and  humanityf 

« 


Digitized  by 


140         TALSft  OF  THE  PRIOAY« 

SO-  fiu:  as  to  provide,  for  bis  ill-fated 
offspring. 

Mind  your  btmnessi  improve  your- 
self*  and  youMl  be  a  man  without  aay 
body's  help/'  was  the  constant  language 
.  of  William  to  Charles  j  and  as  he  furnish- 
ed an  example  and  a  proof  of  the 
tmtLof  his  asBertioDf  the  timid  boy»  vbo  . 
was  ever  too  much,  inclined  to.  lean  on 
some  person,  or  indulge  some  hope  which 
militated  against  his  own  independence» 
became  at  length  conscious  of  the  posri^ 
bility  of  standing,  alone,  and  even  of  the 
power  of  helping  those  whom  he  loved* 
The  inclination  to  Jo  this  he  never  want- 
ed, for  evea  the  barbarity  under  which 
he  had  suffered  had  never  hardened  hi% 
heart  f  he  was  a  reed  easily  bent,  and 
happy  was  it  for  him  that  in  the  most 
gritical  period  of  his  life  he  fell  into 
hands  capable  of  moulding  him  to  vir* 
tue ;  happily  William  possessed  over  him 
^n  influence  as  unbounded  as  it  was  be- 
neficial and  which  prevented  him  from 
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becoming  a  great  enthusiast  in  reli- 
gion even  at  this  early  age ;  for  Hum- 
phries and  his  asiodatest  rqoicbg  over 
his  redemption  ii  gm  the  gross  sins  taught 
by  his  vagrant  mother,  were  ever  on 
the  watch  to  possess  his  mind  witli 
8(Mne  wild  conceptioD  to  which  tliey 
gave  the  name  of  inspiration;  and  to 
which  even  Betty,  with  her  far  superioyr 
understanding,  might  have  tacitly  sub* 
mttted  from  her  habit  irf'  dmng  so,  to 
those  whom  she  deemed  her  superiors  in 
divine  hght«  It  is  a  iisu^t  which  will 
not  be  disputed  by  those  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  power  exercised 
by  the  Methodist  preachers  and* class 
leaders,  that  their  influence  is  not  less 
than  that  practised  by  the  Church  of 
Rome }  how  far  this  may,  or  may  not 
be  beneficial,  is  a  question  *  not  now 
under  examination. 

Nearly  two  years  passed  after,  the  ar« 
rival  of  Betsy  in  progressive  improvie- 
meiit  at  the  mamx&ctory,  witiioiit  <  oajr 
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thing  remarkable  occurring*  During 
this  time  the  quiet  industry  and  careful 
MStiieM  of  this  good  girl,  had  enabled 
her  to  prove  a  useftd  iortrubtress  to  seve- 
ral young  people  \vhose  talents  proved 
eventually  superior  to  her  own  ^  and  she 
WM  at  this  period,  enabled  to  return  as- 
she  bad  ever  wished  ta  dO|  to  her  induU 
gent  mistress,  at  the  same  time  that  her 
brother,  who  liad  nearly  dosed  his  ap- 
prenticeship, was  considerably  advanced 
in  his  situation }  and  was  prooiised  tbafc 
on  its  expiration  be  would  be  establi&bed 
as  an  overlooker  and  instructor  of  liis^ ' 
fellow-workmen,    and   tliat   his  place 
would  be  rendwed  lucrative  aa  well  as..., 
respectable* 

William  would  have  been  happy  if 
this  time  had  already  commenced,  for 
like  other  improving  young  men  he  had 
found  his  expences  of  late  io  auitable 
dotbta  and  books  requisite  ibr  the  pro* 
motion  of  his  knowledge  in  his  business^ 
consume  the  greatest  part  of  his  extra 
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earnings,  a  good  deal  of  which  had  of  late 
been  in  a  measure  kept  back  by  Hum-^ 
phries,  who  seemed  to  dread  the  time 
vbea  bis  contrduL  over  him  would  end* 
and  to  be  jealous  of  everj  hdp  that  was 
givea  him.  Poor  Joseph  was  again  un- 
able to  work,  juad  there  was  every 
pearaace  of  lingering  disease  about  him 
which  would  eventually  prove  fatal  $ 
and  it  was  evident  that  although  Betty's 
cheerfulness  and  patience  never  failed, 
yet  her  powers  of  providing  for  his 
wants  must  do  so,  because  he  was  per- 
petually calling  upon  her  for  attentions 
which  precluded  all  other  labour. 

There  were  now,  however,  many 
helping  Imnds ;  for  Mary  bad  become  so 
usdEul  a  servant  that  ber  wages  were 
more  tiian  doubled.   Bet^  insisted  on 


a] 
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her  labours  in  the  manuiactory 
made  her  rich,  and  Chadea  appeared  to 
sain  a  stimulant  to  exertion  such  as  he 
had  never  found  heibre« .  The  heart  of 
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.  JSetty  was  not  less  supported  through 
her  long  trial  by  their  kiadoessy  than  . 
her  little  household  by  their  assistancei 
but  still  she  was  a  great  sufferer  in 
points  where  they  could  not  relieve  her; 
and  at  length  she  became  evidently  so 
worn  down  by  the  task,  that  ^iary 
determined  to  share  with  her  the  me- 
lancholy .employment  of  nursing  her 
father. 

Betty,  with  her  usual  good  sense  aod 
considerate  kindness,  opposed  this  dete^ 
mination,  alledging  the  power  of  pro» 
curing  assistance  without  depriving  her 
daughter  of  an  excellent  place  and  her 
good  mistress  of  a  servant,  whose  con- 
duct and  activity  was  now  in  a  humble 
degree  .rewarding  that  braevolence^ 
which  bad  heretofore  nourished  ami 
instructed  her  ibr  that  very  purpose. 
William  agreed  with  his  mother,  and  an 
.  old  woman  was  procured  in  the  nei^ 
bourhood,  who  although  unable  for 
other  work,  yet  greatly  alleviated  poor 
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Joseph's  sufferings  by  ufiremitting  watch* 
fulness  and  that  patienoe  his  unhappy 
temper,  now  irritated  by  perpetual 
pain*  required  from  an  attendant. 

Betty  had,  for  the  last  year  or  two, 
|ttended  regularly  at  her -own  parish 
church,  but  she  had  not  therefore  for- 
saken the  meeting,  where  she  always 
went  in  the  evening,  provided  Joseph's 
situation  permitted  it;  for  Betty  had 
never  allowed  herself,  like  Susan,  to 
uppose  that  an  actual  duty,  could  be 
evaded  in  order  to  procure  a  pleasure 
^r  advf^ntage  to  herself,  because  that 
^vantage  might  be  deemed  an.  act  of 
.worship. .  With  some  of  her  own  pe(^le, 
as  she  ever  considered  them,  she  was 
condemned  as  a  sort  of  schismatic, 
but  the  wiser  and  better,  though  tlie 
moat  inconsiderable  in  point  of  number, 
continued  to,  treat «  her  a3  they  ought* 
and  to  visit' and  console  her  and  her 
afflicted  partner,  as  .much  v     .lay  io 
their  powor.  '  • 
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Many  n  simple  but  pidus  prayer  vsii 
breathed  round  the  bed  of  Joseph,  who 
fervently  united  in  every  petition,  and 
even  appeared  ±6  receive  fif^  suA 
exetda^  a  iieW  portion  of  faith  lak 
pittisnce ;  till  -by  degrees  ^6ry  jarmrg 
element  in  bis  ctmipositictti  t>egan'tosd)> 
side,  and  the  weaker  Ire  became,  die 
ixkote  he  was  resigned.  Mary  had  £»• 
<)uently  Wished  her  master,  whom  she 
loved  and  revered  exc^e^gly,  to  visit 
her  dying  parent  $  and  Whien  at  ilus 
period  shfe  d^ed  Ire  would  -have  the 
gbtidness  to  call,  he  did  not  h^tateto 
&b  so,  although  under  tbfe  persuasion 
that  his  visit.  W6uld  life  'little  agr6i^ 
to  its  object. 

But  Mr.  Greville  was  received  bj 
Joseph  with  a  warmth  of  gratitude, 
which  assured  bim  that  the  ^bor  tm 
felt  lit  least  as  a  fath^  ;  Abd  when  on 
fUhh^  converSistioh  he  /heard  liim  coo- 
'ftss,  'With  the  utmost  ^dour,  that  f* 
had  all  his  Ufe  long  indulged  'a  tefiaper 
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whkil  be  mm  now  convinced  was  ftit  fttmi 
that  6pifit  umftM:  whose  inltteftce  he  had 
professed  to  act;»  the  pastor  was  con« 

vinced,  not  only  of  his  siocerityt  but 
that  his  judgment  was^  though  late,  yet 
truly  ei^htenedy  and  he  wished  that 
his  vkits  io  person  bad  commenced  at  an 

earlier  period.  fVom  this  time  Uiey 
were  frequent»  and  attended  with  com- 
|brt    to  both  parties,  while  the  plain 

md  yet  ffefaently  afifeeting  discout^ 
of  tibe  miaiMer,  deeply  impressed  on  the 
few  who  heard  them,  were  spread  by 
them  through  a  wide  circle  of  serious 
^siftMiiSi  and  tentted,  hi  a  surprising* 
mttkmer,  to  brings  baek  the  stray  Hoek  ot' 
Mt.  Greville,  ami  knit  those  whd  were 
already  restored  in  a  bond^  of  afiection 
to  him  and  to  each  other,  which  has 

iMNrof  li^Mo  been  bnrften* 

Joseph's  departure  was  peae^,  aud^ 
80  &r  happy  j  but  it  was  unmarked  by' ' 
Ate  language  of  either  triumph  or  de- 
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q^ndency  (from,  which  he  wa»  entirely 
free)  }  of  course  it  afforded  no  peculur 
triumph  for  the  sect  to  which  he  had  k- 
longed ;  yet  it  was  perfectly  satisfactor} 
to  all  who  had  attended  his  sick  bed,  and 
they  silently  returned  to  that  communion 
from  which  they  had  departed,  iu  the 
hope  of  enjoying  like  comfprt  in  the  hour 
of  their  departure. 

The  old  woman  did  not  leave  Betty 
until  the  night  of  poor  Joseph's  fiioeni, 
when  Mrs.  Greville,  (well  aware  how  try* 
ing  is  that  melandioly  ^iUncfis,  vbieh 
'  succeeds  the  distreesing  anxiety,  whicii,. 
though  it  wounds,  yet  occiq>ijBa  the  oM) 
had  kindly  promised  tJiat  Jlkdary  .should 
come  down  and  sleep  with  her.  Uofoi* 
tunately,.it  happened  that  William,  whose 
attentions  during  tj^e.wbole  of  this  trying 
time  had  been  as  ijinremitting  as  might  be 
expect^  from  li^s  character,  and  wbop 
the  dying.. mj^n.  had. blessed  a  thousand 
times  Jiis.son.  and  his  .supporter,  w«. 
detained  by  Mr.  Greville  j  so  that  he 
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tould  neither  accompany  his  mother  and 
Mary,  nor  aee  the  poor  woman  homes 
which  was  also  his  iotention.  Aiter  wait* 
ing  for  him  some  time^  she  set  out  in  the 
dark,  and,  in  her  impatience  to  reach  her 
lioine,  stamUed  near  its  entrance^  and^. 
slipping  down  the  steps  which  led  to  i% 
fell  with  such  violence,  tiiat  she  was  taken 
up  by  the  people  who  shared  her  dwell- 
ing, bleeding,  bruised,  and  almost  life- 
less 

When  poor  Betty  learned,  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  the  accident  of  her 
humble  friend,  forgetful  of  all  her  past 
fatigue^  die  hastened  to  her  bed-side,  and 
took  upon  herself  the  offices  of  a  nu^se, 
as  well  as  those  of  a  consoler.  It  was 
but  too  evident  that  the  duties  of  the  for- 
mer  would  not  be  long  called  for,  and 
that  the  latter  were  unequal,  in  any  de« 
greet  to  allay  the  uncontrollable  grief 
which  affected  the  unhappy  patient,  and 
which  her  perBonal  snflerings,  however 
great,  could  not  account  for.      .  . 
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.  «♦  But,  Sarabji  tell  me  why  you  cry  s»; 
it  cannot  he  your  pain^  purely 

^  QhyHOtiioS  it  isallloipoorlrwkf 
my  graodsw  f>ank  ji  he  hM  mkw«k^tm 
in  the  wide  wodd  but  me^  X  vr^  a^evd 
he  would  have  come  home  lA9t  i^ght  >  and 
it  vas  that  put  me  is  suoh  a  hurry.  But 
noWr  when  he«onM%  «b«V  9^  9}gl^ 
be  fof,  hm  to  aee*'' 

'  ^  Yest  ^t  youug  {)«opk  gieft  Qvar 

things.    Don*t  fret  so/* 
'    ^  He  cannot  get  «ifr  ft  f:  faeis  apMr, 
]awe»  hdiite  cceatuio,  tlMil  oMmot  nata* 
tain  himaelf.  Olh  Betty  I  Batty  i  ^qu 
have  uo  uoticm  of  wji  iois«j;y^  for  I 
knawi  when  I  am  gone,  he  miMt  go  t» 
the  workhouse;  and  thwe  hA  waU  be 
jkoocked  aiumt  by  eveiy  body*  God 
hdp  hiw  I  he  caunot  wQrk%  he  have  lud 
no  larnin;  for  it  has  beexk  with  great 
tiottble  I  bwe  feaied  bin  at  aUf  mmI^ 
pcKir  thiogii  he  be  ao  plaiQ»  nobody  wiM  | 
love  him.  Besides^  be  be  ao  cross  and 
waspish^  frettix^  continuaUy^  as  it  wer^ 
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faflcaiuw  he  ben't  like  otia^.  fioXlvki  tluil» 
altogether,  nobody  ca*  l^fe  him,  blurring 

it  was  a  poor  grandmothei'  like  me/' 
,      6(;4  vili  r^ise  him  fdesid^^^  wid 

A  d6e{^  grooa  of  unbel^  was  ail  the 
poor  womaa'is  au&wei: }  a^d  io  eveiry  iuf 
terval  of  p^^^  $hie  contimied  to  lament 
^118  unhappy  baing  m  tanm  that  bespoke 
campaisiw^  ^ei  fochade  the  hope  of  obp 
taining  iU    She  nidt  when,  a 

cjiii^dp^  ^  h^  (he  misfortune  to  fall  £rom 
thA  nHst  of  a  v««Hd  and  break  his  back- 
b«iP6  and  hia  log^  by  whifik  bia  ffrowtb 
and  hetdlb  wei:«  so  ^mcb  ii^ure^  thaW 
althoagl}  in  bis  seventeenth  year^  he  was 
only  the  usual  t^jight  of  a  boy  at  te^ ; 
tb#t  the  soMli^^  bMlei^  him 
v/A  8941y  i^rod  ai)4  tii)a|»  altjbkough^^ 
h§4  never  foanif^stie^  %  wJi^^^  (u^  ^Y?a 
misc^ii^VQus  UispogiyQPj        laytness  of 

Im  rcipUes^  an4  ev€«  the  »CHtei^  pf  bi9 
feeiiug%i  guidf^  one  his  i^s^y. 

tlvi^  only  ti^iakf  )mw  such  4  fkoor 
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thing  will  be  used  in  a  place  where  be 
has  no  one  to  stand  up  for  him  ;  no  one 
to  care  whether  he  lives  or  dies ;  no  one 
to  remember,  as  I  do,  that  his  poor  mo- 
ther was  as  sweet  a  lass  as  ever  was  seen, 
and  his  father  a  brave  Milor,  that  died, 
lighting  for  his  king  and  country !  Ob, 
Betty !  it  he  was  like  your  boys,  I  could 
leave  him  with  an  easy  heart : .  such  lads 
as  they  will  make  friends  every  where  j 
but  niT/  poor  Frank 

Betty's  heart  beat  violently,  and  rose 
to  her  lips }  but  she  checked  herself,  and 
determined  to  see  William  before  she 
ventured' to  enthrall  herself  with  apro» 
mise  she  could  scarcely  fail  to  repent 
Her  cogitations  were  interrupted  by  .  the 
object  of  them,  who,  rushing  into  the 
poor  woman's  room,  with  all  the  violence 
faia  feeble  limbs  permitted,  threw  himsel( 
iipon  the  bed  in  an  agony  of  sorrow  that 
would  not,  could  not  be  suppressed,  cry- 
ing only,  "  My  granny,  my  granny  • 
•  Betty  suflered  this  efiuaion     grief  to 
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exhaust  itself  before  she  spoke^  when  she 
observed^  That  poor  Saiuh  was  bruised 
sadly,  and  he  had  better  not  touch  her/* 

The  boy  left  the  bed ;  but  he  regarded 
the  Admonisher  with  a  severe  look»  and, 
without  deigning  to  speak  to  hei*,  made 
a  multitude  of  eager  enquiries  of  his 
grandmother,  how  she  came  by  her 
injuries to  which  the  poor  exhausted 
and  afflicted  woman  was  unable  to  re<* 
*  ply^  and  which,  at  length,  he  permitted 
Betty  to  answer  j  but  whenev  er  she  en- 
deavdured  to  give  him  any  personal  com- 
fint,  he  replied,  churlishly,  Ahe,  its 
fine  talking  i  If  she  should  die,  can  I  die 
too  ?  Answer  me  that 

In  the  course  of  the  night,  during 
which  he  never  left  the  sick  woman  fbv 
a  moment,  Betty  satisfied  herself  in  twd 
points  of  great  moment :      i  his  poo* 
•<rreature,'*  said  she,  "is  capable  of  th 
strongest  afiection,  a|)d  he  is  no  fbol# 
Her  heart  seemed  to  hover  over  him  to 
<io  jiim  good,  to  soiten  the  severity  of.his 
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^^ffeiiiigSt  to  humaiiise  bis  manners) 
but,  like  tlic  patriarch's  dove^  it  w«ft 
pelled  to  its  own  home»  uBabk  to  6d 

When  tlje  dpotbecary^  for  whom  Betty 
had  sent,  made,  his  appearance,  the  pocr 
boy.  withdrew^  and  she  tiien  letfBt^  vitb 
mncete  sotsow^  that  such  wm  the 
leace     the  fevor,  it  wa»      likely  <^ 

^the  patient  would  live  m^ny  days }  ai^i* 
this  was  mentioned  with  Uttle  TegffA  ^ 
the  feelings  of  the  patient^  hsr  gi>^f 
ior  the  boy  broke  out  into  a  vudeot 
paroxysm  ^  which  the  medical  m^n  corr* 
sidered  as  the  beginning  of  deIaiuQ9« 
had  never  oceinrred  to  Betty  to  wAJi^ 
this  state  oi*  disease,  and  her  spirits> 
eoed  hy  icmg  ei^tion,  ahrunk  from 

,  with,  equal  sympathy  and  terror-  Oif 
moment  she  prayed  for  help  to  Godi  t)^ 
next  sbe  besought  the  sa£Eerer  to  coia' 
pose  herself  >  and-  at  length,  with  faulter- 
ing  afc^ntSy.  promised^  that  so  far  as  it 
lay  in  1^  power,  she  would  make  up 
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loM  poor  Frank,  if  indeed  the  was 
abQUt  to  be  taken." 

The  uuhappy  womaa  fixed  upaa  her  » 
look  so  incredulous  yet  so  beseecfaiugi 
that  she  was  compelled  to  repeat  her 
words  ID  order  to  produce  the  effect  she 
4e&iredf  and  when  she  h^d  done  this,  her 
wmrtn  heart  was  indeed  gratified  by  the 
he^Yl^ly  caldi  the  speechless  gratikudf^ 
which  fuqoeeded  to  the  ebuUitioa  of 
desp^tff  aod  the  ^fit^a  whispered  tha(U(«» 
wh)<^>  like  the  stiU  smajl  voic^''  yet 
in  its  weakneait  breathed  of  heaven.  In 

ired  that  the  miiid 


T 

1 

jdid  ii»deed  wander*  and  it  i|  probahle 
that  dehriiun  w^f^  precipital^ed  tb^ 
transition  from  oyerwhelcning  anxiety  tp 
perfect  confidence }  but  all  h^r  wander* 
iDgs  w«re  oninarlced  by  fean  fcf  the 
.future  i  aod  f'raok'a  aggrandi^eiqcmt)^  his 
jconbe»t»  his  very  excell«iice  were,  miix^ 
.mured  until  his  oame  ceased  to  move 
her  lips,  because  her  heart  ccwed  to  beat 
with  auufity  for  him* 
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During  the  last  days  of  poor  SBTth's 
existence,  the  anxiety  of  Frank  hac!,  in 
some  measure  abated,  for  he  could  not 
reconcile  the  calmness  in  which  she  lay, 
and  the  happy  rhapsoJies  she  uttered, 
'with  that  idea  of  pain  which  he  con- 
eluded  to  be  the  ibreninner  dissolu- 
tion i  so  that  when  she  actually  departedi 
liis  faculties  were  overwhelmed  with  the 
fullness  of  his  sorrow*    Although  traly 
^sympathising  with  his  feelings,  Betty  was 
scarcely  sorry  to  witness  an  eflect  which 
certainly  rendered  him  more  interesting 
-in  the  eyes  of  his  fellow-creatures  than 
he  could  have  appeared  under  any  other 
circumstance,  and  she  took  him  home 
with  her,  in  the  hope  that  he  would  ap- 
pear to  WilUam  as  much  an  object  of 
'compassimi  as  herself ;  yet  by  no  means 
Without  many  intervening  iears^  as  to  th^ 
judgment  that  both  him.  and  Mairyjxiight 
pass  upon  her  conduct.    In  fact,  sht 
tm  if  she  had  imposed  upon  h^*self  i 
grievous  burden,  and  she  trembled  at  tk 
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uoiiertakiogy  wbicli  yet  ahfi  re^ved^  if 
•possible,  to  bear  unaided. 

.«^  Iam  free  fiom  debt  (thatiki  to  the 
cbildreD^)  my  strength  will  sooo  return^ 
and  then  I  caa  spin  agaiUf  end  go  out  ( 
this  poor  creature  takes  but  little  sup- 
port, '  and  he  who  has  helped  me  through 
§6  much,  will  help  me  Mill  f urtbefy  on  be* 
lialf*  ot*  one  who  ueitlier  ha^  apother 
friend,  uor  can  procure  one/* 
-'  When  the  young  people  saw  poor 
Frank,  they  were  not  snrpriied  that 
Betty,  with  her  accustomed  kiadnesit 
should  have  brought  him  from  tlie  house 
\ of  death}  and  w  retched  as  his  appearance 
was,  tbore  waa  something  in  the  intenaity 
of  his  grief  which  a&cted  them,  andy 
to  a  certain  degree,  rendered  him  eo« 
dealing.  The  kindness  of  their  manners 
softened  the  asperit)"  of  his  feeUngs  ill 
geneml;  ^id  though,  he  uttered  Aw 
words,  his  looks  sliowed  that  he  was 
terested  tu  tiieir  persons^  and  liorry  when 
they  were  abopt  to  depart.    As  sooa^as 
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ever  WiUi»in  perceived  ^a^t  lie  became 
capable  of  attendiag  to  what  was  pass- 
isig,  he  becape  ajcuuaus  to  einpl(^  his 
jound  as  the.  laeaos  of  idivertiog  him  fxm 
hia  aqriQw the  avidity  with  which 
the  unhappy  being  seized  every  oppor- 
tunity of  improving  from  his  instructions, 
.pleased  aad  aifccted  him.  To  ]Retty's  ia- 
jinite  consolation  her  favorite  son  de- 
clared that  he  was  docile  and  clever*  nd 
§os  hia  |itrt»  h&  iboyght  it  would  be  foite 
blocking  send  such  a  poor  cx^tme  to 
.tbeworkhooae. 

.  J^tty  WAS  just  going  to  aay  she  did  not 
ttHlfiod  at*  when  Wiiliam  added>  "  X  wiU 
woAk  aver  to  the  parish  officers  and  r^pie* 
sent  the  case  to  them  ^  they  will  uodouht- 
4^y  allow  you  something  to  take  hiin  off 
tbeijc  hands*  in  p^efei.'ence  to  taking  into 
-the  hQuae  so  poor  a  creature,  and  we 
must  endeavoLU*  to  make  up  ihs  rest  to 
-you/* 

Betty  did  not  see  any  reason  for  deny* 
.ing  this  iOid  .if  it  were  given  ^  but  she 
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jkddei^,  under  the  encouragement  giv^u 
by  William's  declaration,  that  she 
sliQuld  not,  in  any  case,  part  with  him  i 
9Xid  this  promise  was  repeated  by  them 
both  to  the  grateful  Frank,  who  testified, 
M  f«ur  to  ho  WM  idile,  the  cooaotetaM 
their  goodneas  bfMrtowed. 

WiUi^m  was  indeed,      this  mwms, 
rendered  aomewhi^  more  easy  m  to  hie 
laother'a  power  of  supporting  the  erip- 
ple^  ^€»r  Fxaok  was  well  known  in  his 
Qwa  parish,  whic^  was  not  that  of  his 
>b«&9^tors,  and  the  aversion  he  had 
.pretty  generally  inspired,  rendered  them 
willing  to  dispose  of  him }  but  in  a  short 
time,  when,  from  knowing  poor  Betty's 
character  and  William's  also,  they  be- 
came persuaded  that  he  would  not  be  re- 
turned to  their  jurisdiction,  even  if  the 
pittance  granted  ibr  his  support  was  wikh- 
idrawn,  with  the  usual  polii^  .of  .viliage 
oveneers,  .bis  presence  in  the  workhouae 
was  demanded,  and,  in  consequeiios. 
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J3etty  was  reduced  to  abide  the  conse- 
quence of  her  adoption  4 

It  will  be  readily  conceived^  that  the 
trials  of  th»  benevolent  woman,  with  the 
jnnhappy  object  of  her  care»  far  exceeded 
Any  she  had  hitherto  experienced  in  ber 
maternal  cares  v  for,  although  ahe  soob 
perceived  that  frank  ielt  for  her  all  the 
iove,  and  much  more  gratitude  than  he 
had  entertained  ibr  his  grandmother,  yet 
he  was  also  given  to  treat  her  with  u 
little,  ceremony }  and  his  ill-humour,  his 
ailments,  and  his  wants,  formed  succes* 
sive  trials  through  many  a  wearisome  day, 
in  which  her  pity  was  painfully  excited, 
her  temper  severely  tried,  and  her  health 
•  sensibly  afiected.  These  trisds  she  iek 
the- harder,  because  she  was  now  so  sko* 
ated  as  to  have  enjoyed  comparatiYe 
comfort,  for  William  had  engaged  to  pay 
her  rent,  Charles  frequently  made  her 
'  little  presents  of  tea,  and  her  own  eani^ 
ings  were  equal  to  .her  wants# 


Diff^ized  by  Coc 


XAL£S  Of"  THE  PBiOElT.  I&l 

Happily  for  Elizabeth,  she  ever  looked 
on  the  best  side  of  her  situation*  The 
more  she  suffered,  from  f  rank's  uuhappy 
disposition  or  sickly  frame,  the  more  she 
consoled  herself  with  the  belief  that  she 
was  helping  him,  or  improvii^  her  own 
mind  J  and  as  she  perceived  that,  how- 
ever untoward  he  might  be,  yet  there 
was  an  improvement,  even  in  his  man- 
tiers,  which  was  noUced  by  tAl  who  saw 
bim  only  occasionally,^  and  she  was  h&ti^ 
sdf- certain  that  his  heaHh  was  imicli 
better,  she  found  consolation  in  the-  cir- 
cumstance  which,  if  it  did  not  repay  her 
sufferings,  yet  softened  them*    Her  hap- 
piest  hours  were  those  which  she  could 
afibrd  to, teach  Frank  to  read;  for  the 
avidity  with  which  he  seized  instruction, 
and  the  quickness  with  which  he  imbibed 
the  httle  knowledge  she  could  bestow, 
appeared  to  her  almost  miraculous ;  and 
when,  afler  a  time,  be  became  aUe'to 
f  ead  to  her,  and  to  ibast  on  the  books 
she  could  borrow     blm,  his  bad  temper 
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iMid  liU£»  €oi«]|^nto  Dear\)r  vamshi&d  toge- 
ther i  9^  the  unl^ppy  l>€ijig>  cooscious 
that  his  mind,  at  leasts  bore  some  pari^ 
vith  thcNse  ot*  his  fellow^  ineii»  seemed  to 
i^p  iiHto  4  SAW  eiuatancei  md  becoQie 
9iware  ot  the  phligations  it  impasedn  aqid 
the  affection*  it  exei-cised. 

William  now  doBed  his  minority!  and 
yith>  tiymfefidneBR  accepted  the  regular 
•ervilmde  o^ed  by  his  mast^rf }  but  he 
covld  w>ii  qidl)^  the  roof  which  had  now 
sheltered  him  so  many  yearSji  and  ia 
whtcb  he  had  witnessed  such  importso^ 
Md  of  late^  «ueh  happy  changeisb  without 
bdng  inuch  afiected.  This  change  was 
nott  however,  pressed  upon  him,  for  Mr. 
Tboiiicli^  desired  him  tofemain  so  iMg 
a«  it  auited  him^  aod  h^  availed 
gf  the  in  vitatioo»  «ot  1^  \iOi  suit  his  coQ- 
y^ea(:e  than  to  effect  one  of  the  belt 
purposes  pf  heartt  a^d  which  he  fid* 
filled  Qol  only  as.a  gen^roiw  ifup^hj^  ^ 
a  c«Ugious  obligations  ythhah  9^arj(e4  ^ 
pwn  gratitude  W  that,  heavenly  l^^^ 
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which  liiad  led  hixa.  from  aa  infaacy  pf 
wretchedness  to  a  manhood  of  respect- 
ahility  and  independence. 

At  a  village,  aboi^t  two  miles  distant 
£lom  Betty's  qottage,  but  on  the  oppo* 
aiW  side  of  it  to  the  village  ia  wbieli 
Mr*  Thocndi£Q^  resided*  there  was  aa 
«2U^eat  sdioolmaster,  under  whose  in- 
structions WiiUam  determined  to  |^9C« 
j^or  frank  for  qu^  whole  y^ti  fi41y 
jjpiersuaded,  that  aX  bis  age,  and  with  his 
tfivident  eagerness  for  learning*  he  would 
gain  sncb  knowledge  as  might  enable 
bim  to  aani  his  brend,  either  as  an  in- 
Iwior  derk  in  the  manufactory*  or  an 
a^i^aat  in  a  schooL   The  grateful  youth 
M.  long  wished  to  remove  Betty  to  the 
where  he  resided,  that  he  might  he 
enabled  either  to  bo^d  with  her,  or  is 
some  wi^  paj/^  her  those  personal  attea- 
tious  which  his  engagements  at  the  ma« 
nufactoryj  (and,  perhapsj  at  the  parson- 
ag^O  leii^dered  it  next  to  impossible  he 
jSQuld  perfwau  Bujt  like  the  motber  he 
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loved,  his  heart  knew  no  selfish  pleasures, 
and  his  self-imposed  duties  rose  para- 
mount to  his  iiesires  with  the  greater 
elasticity,  from  the  conscioasness  that, 
although  Elizabeth  had  no  enjoyment 
existence  to  be  compared  with  his  society, 
yet  she  would  greatly  prefer  this  scheme 
of  benefiting  the  object  of  her  daily 
solicitude  and  wearisome  care« 
'  As  it  was  not  difficult  even  for  Frank 
to  W/alk  the  necessary  distance,  carrying 
his  provision  for  the  day  with  him,  the 
scheme  was  immediately  carried  intoeffect 
'A  time  had  been,  when  the  poor  youlli 
would  have  positively  rejected  it,  fmm 
the  horror  he  had  ^tertained  of  being 
rendered  the  laughing-stock  of  the  school* 
boys }  and  the  aversion  which  he  seemed 
.to  have  for  all  his  species^  especially  of 
his  own  sex  and  age.  The  kindness  of 
•William  and  Charles  had  ameliorated  his 
feelings  towards  others,  and  the  spailk 
0f  knowledge  implanted  by  Bettys  had 
awakened  a  sense  of  power,  wbieh  in- 
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spired  him  with  omirage  to  purtoe  it,  and 
with  such  BeosatioQs  he  accepted*  the 
offered  boon  with  thankful  joy. 

Frank's  improvement  kept  pace  with 
Um  wiehesy  land  exceeded  the  hopes  of 
lus  youG^  bene£sictor,  while  his  bodily 
streugth  iocreased  from  the  regularity  of 
his  exercise  and  the  cheerfulness  of  his 
imndj  his^  voices  unlike  his  duBinntiiae 
"^oradf  was  manly,  deari  and  sonoroos^' 
ind  he  fioou  iread  with  such  propriety/ 
that  he  was  made  the  teacher,  of  a  class 
of  Sunday  scholars,  where  he  attracted 
the  attention  the  rectort  wfaoae  enoou-r 
I'aging  praise  added  new  incitement  to 
his  perseveraucCf  and  procured  him  in*, 
creased  respect  from  the  half- taught,  and 
balf-subdued  ^irits,  of  the  young  urcfainft 
who  surrounded  him. 

Buty  alasl  while  this  last  and  most 
hopeless  of  Elizabeth's  boys  was  thus 
rising  above  the  complicated  trammels 
which  had  so  long  mtbralled  him  ^  thb- 
was  sinkiagt  day  by  day,  into  a.  state  o^' 
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nervous  debility,  the  efiect  of  exertion 
beyond  her  strength;  and  her  habit  of 
concealing  petty  disoiders,  and  subduing 
■atorai  complainiBi  lest  they  shMid 
wound  those  who  Iwtd  her,  had  ti^eratad 
so  &ry  that  although  b^  ^ness  liad  cone 
on  by  vei:y  slow  degrees^  it  appeared  to 
reach  its  acme  suddenly^  to  those  who 
did  not  see  her  frequently^  and  wha  w&ee 
x/dSidy  to  raise  heaven  amd  mxih  in  -her 
behalf,  when  their  eyes  were  opened  to 
Imt  danger.  Of  all  who  had  reason  to 
love  her^  Mary  appeared  at  this  time 
most  awricehed  to  a  sense  <f£  htlt  "virtDes^ 
and  m  the  ^et  «f  Wiiliani  sfais  gainai 
all  that  esceltence  in  he»dl^  sbe 
now  extoUed  in  4giar .mothieMaiJawy  and 
many  a  hmg  >C0iisukatton  ibr  the  good  of 
Elizabeth  ensued,  which  bound  them 
both  not  less  to  her  than  to  each  lOther. 
But  it  was  Beither  by  the  help  of  me- 
dicine, nor  the  alarmed  and  anxious 
attendance,  of  those  who  cdsuid  only 
snatch:  occasionally  their  power  of  MdU 
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OUBistering  aid»  tlmt  liie  lingering  dift* 
ease  their  materaal  friend  could  be 
^leviatedj  though  it  might  be  soothed. 
Frank  alone,  proved  m  tMstrying  period 
her  most  ^fectoal  aMtttant>,  aadtfirofn  the 
improvement  in  his  own  spiritSy  he  was 
led  from  the  first  to  believe  she  would 
recover^  and  that  hope  sustained  him 
tihroo^  an  affliction  which  his  sensibility 
rendered  otherwise  severe. 

Ever  accustomed  to  dawdle  hy  the  side 
of  his  grandmother,  all  the  little  he  had 
tMrtf  dtotie  pvevimtt  to  hto  yesfeieBtee  wilh 
JBetty,  had  heen  booking  their  dkmerf 
that -the  poor  woman  tt^^  be  kept  at 
her  wheel.  His  grandmother  had  been 
a  tMat  afid  rotable  housewilfe,  and  Fraiidc 
OMdd  make  h  bashi  of  tiroth  «r  gvuei,  « 
well  as  herseifi  and  was  as  laeat  in  all  he 
did,  so  that  his  attenticHis  to  poor  Betty 
at  that  perictd  of  languishmeititt  wefre  not 
less  those  <)f  a  daughter  tkui  ft'sdti';  aiid 
thd  afibctionate .  activity  he  evinced/ 
proved  that  whatever  had  been  the  pricks 
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liness  of  the  husk,  a  sweet  kernel  was 
witliiii«  Every  mormnig  he  made  the 
cottage  tidy,  saad  pcrsaaded  his  nftbther 
to  take  her  breakfast  heime  he  departed, 
aad  every  evening  he  hastened  homei 
with  the  speed  of  anxiety,  to  prepare  her 
supper ;  to.  raad  her  a  chapter  is  the 
bible/  teU  her  all  that  he  had  learned 
during  the  day^  or  sing  one  oi  her  tiai- 
vourite  hymnS|  that  it  might  dispose  her 

to  sleeps  Not  a  erofls  or  unpleasant  word 
now  pasflBd'his  lips;  and  in  nourishing 
his  .Christian  mothert  with  that  bread  of 
life,  wiiich  the  word  of  God»  as  read  by 
him,  ever  communicated  to  her^  he 
seemed  to  imbibe  the  saiAe  benefit  hish 
setl^  and  to  become  humbly  yet  firm, 
meek,  tractable  and  obedient  j  yet.  cheer* 
fill,  patient,  and  courageous.  '  * 

Happy  was  it,  indeed,  for  Elizabeth, 
tlwt  ever  she  had  known  this  forlorn  and 
4e8plate  hein^  since  no  other  of  her 
children  could  possibly  have  rendered 

theattODtiona  she  now  tecmvtd  from  bimi 
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wtthout  ao  fiur  injuring  themaelves  that 

grief  for  jtheir  loss  would  have  .over- 
balanced  her  benefit  from  then  presence  j 
and  it  is  certain  no  stranger  could  so 
effectually  have  smoothed  the  pillow  of 
dkeaset  and  lightened  tlie  languor  of 
retirementt  as  .one  to  whom  ^he  had  de«. 
voted  herself  as  a  parent.  . .  This  young 
wm.W^  aisp  repdeced  the  more  valuable, 
to  jher  .at  the  present  period,  becaoae. 
botU  hiW  other  sops  w^fo  foj:  a  time  re-, 
moved  from  the  neighbourhood,,  as. they 
cojaceived  very  .unluckily,  though  in  a 
way  thfit  neither  could  reswt. 
.  Wa .  have,  already  aaid,  that  William 
haA..^wn  eoosid^rabie  takat  in  the 
formication  of  earthenware,  and  as  he  im- 
proved this  .knowledge  as  much  as  he 
could,  by  procuring  books  with  - prints 
coataioiog  vases,  urns,  or  other  sublets 
Qt\.iLkfi  .^ame  ,.k^4>        masters  wisely 
affQr,ded  hiii^,  every  means  .of  improve-r 
meiit  in  their  power.  '  It  happened  at  this 
time  that  they  were  oQered  as  an  advan- 
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tageoos  piiwiMiCy  a  veui  oi  cfaiy  ia  the 
North  Kidiog  of  Yor kshixe»  aod  as  WiMiaai 
vas  the  best  judge  of  its  quaUty,  of  aa)^ 
persoa  about  the  premises^  and  could  in 
his  mad  to  the  i^mb  where  it  Jay,  ^nut 
the  Mat  oi'  Castle  Howard^  whii:fa  had 
lately  been  enriched  by  a  flf^eodid  col« 
lactioQ  of  antique  vases ;  it  was  resolved 
that  he  should  proceed  upon  a  journey 
iMflMdKately,  i4uah  pronmad  ftdn  tho 
tmpMveiMnt  he  requirtd»  and  the  pUa« 
SUM  ha  merited. 

* 

As  Wmiam  was  to  ride  his  master's 
horse,  and  appear  mmj  wmp&at 
equipped  as  an  aecredited  tasmllir  for 
a'  Mspectabie  houset  sonie  prepaiatioav 
were  necessary  ^  and  whilst  they  wtn 
making,  Charles  received  a  letter  from 
UsAvtirieiid,  tiia  fmam^  sQ  ivhiah  km 
prasiad  him  to  eoose  to.  hia  hiMisa^mtlw 
^  a  moment's  delay)  in  su^  an  eameat 
style^  that  Mn  Thorndiffe,  who  knew 
tfie  poor  boy's  early  obligations  to  him» 
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thought  it  right  to  allow  him  to  go,  and 
kindly  furnished  him  with  the  means. 

Leaving  William  to  pursue  his  jour* 
xiey»  we  shall  foUow  Bettj^'s  i»econd 
rescued  vagabond  to  the  house  of  that 
iriendi  wboee  pity  nourobed  and  pro^* 
tected  him  in  the  first  stage  of  his  un- 
enviable exfstence* 
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CHAP.  XI. 

The  storm  begins :  poof  wretclit 
That  for  thy  father't  fiuilt  art  thus  expoied      ^ .  , 
To  ton  and  what  may  foDow  I  Weep  I  cannot 
Bot  injr  haarl  bioidt  llm^ 

Cbarku  arrived  at  farmer  S--^  ^ 

dwdUogt  he  found  himself  in  a  more 
comfortable  house  than  his  early,  or  ra- 
ther ideal  recoUectians  had  depicted^  1 
but  he  was  received  with  such  an  air  of  j 
questioning  surprise^  as  tojiis  identity» 
that  he  could  not  forbear  feeling  niuch 
embarrassment,  especially  as  they  all  ap* 
pealed  to  bis  memory  for  circumstaooes 
over  which  it  bad  no  power  j  and  al- 
though he  was  really  disposed  to  feel 
most  gratefully  the  kindness  he  had  6X« 
perienced,  yet,  because  he  could  nd  • 
trace  the  way  in  which  it  was  received* 
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little  credit  waa  given  to  his  good  in- 
tentioua* 

The  farmer  had  dwelt  so  long  on  the 
memory,  and  regretted  so  sincerely  *  the 
]lamished  babe  who  had  hung  round  his 
neck  and  fed  out  oi*  his  cup,  that  he  had 
forgotten  that  babe  must  have  by  this 
time  approached  manhood  ;  and  his  good 
wife  evidently  entertained  the  same  feel* 
ing8« '  Their  two  eldest  sons  had  softie 
pleasant  recollections  of  a  little  boy  whom 
they  had  been  fond  of,  and  whom  they 
now  came  from  their  occupations  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  meet;  but  as  the 
younger  children  professed  to  have  no 
remembrance  of  him  whatever,  at  length 
the  same  deficiency  in  the  stranger  was 
allowed  to  be  natural  j  and  he  was  in  a 
great  measure  restored  to  their  good 
graces^  e^ecially  as  they  allowed  that  his 
features  were  more  hke  the  squire  than 
•ever  \  and,  in  short,  he  was  in  size,  com- 
plexion, and  every  thing,  his  parfit 
moral/^ 

I  3 


Digitized  by  Google 


As  the  iktmer  said  this,  he  dmckkd 
inwardly  with  some  most  happy  con^eitt 
wjhich  he  thought  too  pirecious  for  com- 
inunication  to  any  human  being  save  his 
wife ;  and  with  her  he  held  conunonir 
cation  Qnly  by  intelligent  looks»  an^^e 
ir^quently  r^p^ated  intej^ection  of^  It'U 
ilo/'     I  sees  it'll  do/* 

To  explain  this  to  the  reader:  at 
tlwugh  Charles  miiat  still  be  in  the  darl^i 
ijt  isi  ne,cewry  t0  say,  that  Mr.  Cantprili 
atW  SQIOQ  yeacs'  i:eside(u:e>bfioadA  (duf* 
ing  whigb  hfe  ha4#  from  the  state  of  the 
Continent  at  that  time  experienced  in- 
convenieaciet  which  hftd  injured  his 
b(»tlth»)  some  otbec  yews  spent  principal^ 
in  I^ondpn^  wa&  now  returned  to  liis 
ternal  seat  in  the  <;ounti'y  ior  the  hm^^ 
of  his  native  air^  as  was  Tajr  advaaced 
in  a  oaiifim»|k^n. 

Crom  lime  that,  the  £uaa»r  hsA 
leacot  Uutt  Qwlfia  ways  a]iv«,  «(ui  Uvuii; 

to  hope  that  by  some  lucky  turnhawouIA 
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Wtiirowii  under  the  notioe»  and  ocmtnct 
the  comfanioo  of  the  squire;  and  his 
ynithp  who  had  a  strong  spice  of  the  ro- 
mantic in  her  disposition,  (which  is  a  turn 
more^or  less  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all 
her  sesct  who  are  gifted  with  her  genuine 
humanity  and  happy  ignorance  of  liieg) 
ever  encouraged  the  idea,  and  even  per- 
suaded him  to  think  he  might  be  the 
means  of  effectuig  it.  Years  had  txAied 
-ea  without  bringing  this  much-desired 
object  nearer,  when  the  week  before^  it 
struck  the  honest  man,  that  if  Cliaxles 
could  be  brought  before  his  father  all  at 
once^  M  he  code  out  in  his  Bath  chair  in 
the  park,  the  business  would  be  doni^ 
and  the  oiy  of  nature^  or  the  v^ce  ok' 
conscience  be  lieard  in  his  bosom. 

He  is  a  dying  man,  that's  for  cer<* 
tain/'  said  the  &rmer^  and  he  is  a 
childless  man,  except  for  this  poor  boyi.'' 

That's  more  than  we  can  tell,  JohUi^'' 
said  his  wife.  I  have  always  heard 
him  called  a  bad  iban  ^  and  they  say, , 
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every  new  sin  hardens  the  heart.  *  But, 
however,  we  will  do  otir  best ;  he  cannot 
but  prove  a  father  to  sacfa  a  boy  as 
this.*' 

The  best  Mrs.  S         conceived  it  in 

her  power  to  do,  was  to  dress  Charles  in 
the  handsomest  clothing  her  house  at- 
forded,  and  to  comb  again  and  again  his 
hair,  which  was  very  luxuriant,  in  such  a 
way  over  his  foreliead,  as  she  remembered 
to  have  seen  in  a  picture  of  the  squire  in 
Brook  Grove.  That  done,  she  desired 
him  to  accompany  her  master,  **  vrho 
was  going  to  show  him  the  park,  where 
somebody  lived,  that  was  something  to 
him.'' 

'  Charles  coloured  highly;  a»d  he  woold 
liave  enquired  about  this  somebody,  but 
a  sense  of  bitter  shame,  .of  degradatioDi 
which  in  his  case  is  so  unhappily  trans- 
ferred from  the  .guilty  to  the  innocent, 
forbade  his  utterance  of  a  single  word ; 
aiid  he  silently  followed  the  farmer,  whose 
hregular  steps  varied  from  the  firm  stride 
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of  a  warrior  eager  for  combat,  to  those  of 
feeble  decrepitude  and  lingeriDg  inde* 
cision. 

The  honest  man,  who  now  stepped  tor- 
ward,  as  he  thought,  to  vindicate  tlie 
^ghts  of  injured  innocence  and  humani- 
ty, at  the  outset  felt  himself  powerful  iu 
reason,  and  almost  eloquent- in  speech  ^ 
<^  because  for  why,  he  had  the  right 
side.*'    But  it  was  in  vain  he  repeated 
this  to  himself  a  hundred  times  together, 
with  the  re*as8uring  sentences,  ^*  Ben't  I 
a  true  born  Englishman,  true  to  church 
an    king;  none  o'  your  Jacobins  an' 
Athaises.    Besides,  I  owes  nothin  to  no- 
body, barring  my  rent  $  and  thatUl  come  * 
when  rent-day  comes;  and  'Squire  Can-' 
teril's  no  landlord  o'  mine.'' '  All  these 
invigorating  circumstances  were  barely 
sufficient  to  give  the  necessar)^  courage 
for  addressing  a  man  of  superior  rank  and 
diegant  manners.    Such  is  the  effect  of 
habit,  and  even  of  good  sense,  in  persons 
conscious  of  deficient  education. 

1  5 


th«  io  valid,  was.  ali;e^j{.  ivv-U)^.  gr£>iw(i&; 

and  as  the  park  which  surrounded  his. 
maoaiQn  was  free  to  fboL  j^ss@Dgers»  the 
iippeacaiioe  of  two  perstNU  in  tlie  patli 
es^tfid  no  AtteatioQ  i  and .  CbwrUi^  &K-  ^ 
long  space,  was.eutibled  to  look,  on  tb« 

pQI8Qn^  who,  although  said  to  be  hk  f^ 

iktst,  hit.beart  nettJier  dacednor  eyeade- 

aiffid  to.  dAim.  as.  kiDdi;ed.   Ta  bi»  sur* 

pu«^  JVIiv  CautiexU  appeared,  a  perspu 

OfBarljf.  sixtj  years  at'  age,  but.  still  verj' 

hajodawne,  as  bis  features  \Her^  line,  aod 

bis  complexioa  tinged  v!ttb.  tbe  b«ctic 

bloom  iofiidectt.  to  his  disissuw.  Ii£ 

much  wrapped.  up»  b^  a  cambj^c  ^and« 

kerdiief  to  his  mouthy  and  was,  slowly  | 

dtawn  by  one  secvant,  mfaibt  another  at>>  | 

tended,  at  bis  side  with  medidaes  and 

restomUves* 

was  evident  that  the  sands  of  life  i 

AKeiQ  imuning  low,  aod  that  the  ^losing.  | 

Jiour  of*  such  a  iragile  being  might  be 

.  precipitated  hy  an  affecting  appeal,  or 

% 
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aa  unexpected  iaddeut^  the  farmer's 
pity  for  a  maa  so  situatedt  operated  tkili 
moM  strongly  oa  hk  conduct  ibaa  bk 
own  previous  iears  had  done;  aod  he 
lelt  that  after  all^  bia  admirable  plans  and 
bis  fioe-conned  speeches  must  drop  to  the 
ground*  Bafr*ittc&  was  hia  agitatiODy  du* 
at  the  vary  moment  be  determined  to 
wtbdrawt  he  was  in  iact  staodiug  bolt 
upright  before  the  cbair»  with  the  air  oi' 
one  who  had  important  business  with  its 
inbibitant* 

Mr.  Canterilf  by  a  motion,  which  was 
understood  by  hia  attendant  (with  whom 
hia  disorder  had  taught  him  to  converse 
by  signs),  signified  his  pleasure  to  stop^ 
and  at  the  same  moment  the  servant  told 
S---  *'f  that  if  he  had  any  thing  to  say, 
his  Honour  would  hear  him  i  but  he  must 
^se  as  few  words  as  possible.** 

TbM  flurmer  and  bos  protege-alike  stood 
iMweheadedpat  this  moment ;  and  Cbulei^ 
though  a  httie  behind,  was  iuU  in  the 
view  of  the  invalid,  his  cleai*  compleuon 

I  6 
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varying  every  motnent  irom  pearly-white^ 
iiess  to  glowing  red*  Uis  eyes  were 
downcasty  and  their  long  lashes  were 
inoistened  with  tears.  No  doubt  was  en- 
tertained by  the  invalid  that  he  wa»«a 
petitioner  ot  some  kind,  tlK>ugh  his 
pearance  in  other  respects  was  very  un*. 
like  one  j  he  was,  however,  determined  to 
relieve'  him,  for  his  features  were  in  his 
eyes  particularly  prepossessing^  He  look^ 
ed  to  the  farmer,  who  had  twice  stoutly 
hemmed  for  explanation. 

Why,.  Sir  — your.  Honour  —  all  1 
have  to  say  be  this  there  he  stands,  and 
there  you  sits;  and  barring  that  he  be 
well,  and  you  be. sick,  that  be  b&  young- 
and  you  be  oldish  (no  ofience  I  hope) 
why  evcfy  body  must  see  you  be,  as  it 
were,  the  seame' person/' 

The  cheek  of  the  invalid  Hushed  witii« 
a  deeper  dye,,  and.  his  pulse  trebled  its 
feverish  flutterings,  but  he  answered  only 
by  directing  a  glance  (now  but  -half  fin« 
deistood)  to  his  attendant,  who,  probably 
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t4>  BSLtisty  his  own  QunQmiy$  desired  the 
iaj^mer  to  <^  say  all  he  had  to  say  plainly 
and  quickly/* 

"  Why  so  I  wull/'  replied  he  tartly ; 
"  Jbut  I WM  a  little  flamagusted  wkb  seeing 
his  Honour  soa  had»  and  besides  dida't* 
think  it  quite  a  proper  subject  to  speak  on 
before  sarvants  ;  but,  however,  what  I 
means  is  this,  this  y<Nith  is  poor  Nancy 
Walker's  son,  his  Honour  remembers 
Nancy,  and  has  a  pretty  good  guess  wlio 
was  bis  feather  j  — ^aye,  Sir !  off  you  set  to 
those  iwiign  partsi  and  took  no  notice 
<^^8he,  poor  fatherless  and  mathwless 
creature  as  she  was.** 

-Mr.  Canteril  sunk  back  in  his  chair,  and 
extended  his  handkerchief  over  his  face 
the  fiiriner  had  too  much  delicacy  to 
watch  the  eflect  oi'-his  own  words,  but 
he  Continued  to  speak,  as.  if  in  ^obloquy 
absorbed  in  his  disti  essing  subject. 

^<'She  was  nothing  to  me,  I  never  seed 
her^Hit  ottce^  when  i  took  this  poor- child, 
then  a  little  hali^starved  creature,  over 
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Ml  a  marboUlay,  jofittogive  ber  abkiif 
comfiirty  but  I  sam  it  was  aU  over;  she 
seemed  much  like  your  Honour^  batiag 
she  had  none  o'  your  comforts ;  her  aunt 
was  in  Uondon^  aad  that  was  |ier  oaljf 
relation^  4nd  the  folks  where  she  lodged 
were,  vary  uokijEbdly  loike^  so  there  she 
lay  5^  woiife  went  to  see  her  wi'  some 
little  matters,  but  God  knows  it  were 

Huh  we  had  to  give  ^  but».  hoimfm, 
die's  gone,  and  she  has  m^  more  vmey 
in  heaven^  thab  .she  found  on  earth 
poor  Nam^J  her  last  blessing^  lings  ia 
my  eu^yfit,  ^  and  he^*  poor  thin  daauajF 
handy  I  seem  to  ieel  it  j.uat  now/^ 

f'altering  anddisjointediy  th&  paor  maa 
spoke,  for  his  memory  by  degrees  re- 
stored to  hib  m  p^fect  a  view  of  the 
difitressing  scene  he  had  then  witnessed) 
that  his  feelings  completely  overcame 
him,  and  he  soiled  aJood.  Suvpris^  sm 
in  some  ipeasure  ftympathyj^  (^or  hard  ii 
the  heart  which  does  not  sympathise  io 
t^  rudest  expressieo  oi  geouioe 
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pas^iox^)  so  fully  seized  upou  both  the 
aUaadaoJbs  of  Mr«  CanteriU  that  they  weca  ^ 
aGMiM.inomroU  ere  they  heard  the  urgea^ 
though  ieeble  cooimaAda  of  thek  maittf* 
to  take  him  instautly  hom^  whither  the 
strangers  UD^ght  follow^  if  they  chose. 

The  fanaer,  cooqueriog  his  emotioiib 
slowly  foUoiwdy  and  Charles  efilicfced^ 
ftatfoV  and  iuwa* dly  wishing  liioiseli*  at 
home .  ag«uii»  reluctantly  accompanied 
him. 

Hour  aiiar  hour  passed  uumeiiiedy  save 

by  the  trawpiing  c^*  ieet  in  pessing. 
backward .  and  ibrwaird  to  the  sick  maufs 
chamber^,  and  the  shaking  of  heads  and 
significant  looks  of  the  servants,  as  they 
pAflfd  each.other.  At  length  the  confi- 
dential attendants  whom  they  had  see* 
in  the.  pa^'k^  desired  Charles  to  accom^ 
pany  him  to  the  blreakfast-parlour,  where 
lAdy  MormngtoQ  wished  to  apeak  with 
hiiii,t'*-*'taba  sister  of  hie  master* 

Xhe^.  very  idea,  of  speaking  to  a  gsand 
titled  lady»  subdii^d.  the^.  Uttle  spirits'' 
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*  Charles  retained  ;  and,  on  entering  the" 
room,  her  Ladyship,  who  had  predeter- 
mined to  find  him  an  impudent  impostori 
was  compelled  to  se^  that  he  was  an  un* 
willing  and  artless  intruder ;  — » compelled 
too,  to  perceive,  he  was  a  strict,  though 
unpolished  resemblance,  in  every  feature 
to  the  youtliful  portrait  which  now  huog 
before  her,  and  not  jsl  little  like  her  own 
son,  fox  whose  sake  she  was  most  anxious 
to  discard  him. 

'  •^'Pray  who  are  you?  where  do  you 
come  from  ?  by  what  authority  did  you 
dare  to  insult  Mr.  Canteril  this  morning  ? 
I  should  not  wonder  if  you  had  been  flie 
cttiise  of  his  death/' 

-'To  these  ^estiojris,  uttered  in  the 
most  imperative  *  tone,  the  poor  boy  felt 
unequal  to  make  any  reply  j  and,  though 
he-  looked  up  to  the  lady's  face,  as  if  he 
.were  about  to,  do  it,  no.  sound  left. his 
lips*  That'  look,  however,  so  effectually 
proved  at  once  his  inability  to  contend, 
and  his  right  to  be  heard^  that  Jier  lady- 
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ship  in  a  soflened  tone  observedf  Per- 
haps you  had  rather  have  your  friend 
with  you 

'  ^<  A  great  deal.  Madam/'  answered 
Charles,  in  a  voice  which  fell  familiarly 
on  the  lady's  ear,  and  almost  touched 
her  heart. 

'  When  the  farmer  arived,  the  question 
of|  <^  What  is  this  youth  ?  and  where  has 
he  been  all  his  iiie  was  put  in  a  softer 
tone.  '  . 

*•  Wliy,  madani,  I  guess ^ou  knows  who 
be  his  seal  parents ;  all  /  knows  is,  that  he 
was  nursed,  or  rather  starved^  at  a  cottage 
just  below  my  house.  I  took  him  to 
seave  his  life,  and  my  wife,  God  love  her, 
nursed  him  to  be  as  sweet '  a  *  bairn,  as 
ever  the  sun  shone  on  i  but,  dear  heart, 
on  the  very  day  we  put  him  into  breeches, 
he  was  stole  away  by  a  Gipsey,  or  some 
kind  of  a  vagabond,  and  there  was  he 
taught  the  road  to  the  gallows ;  —  poorly 
fed,  cloathed  i'  rags,  and.  living  by  thieving 
and  begging  for  six  long  years.*' 
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This  was  the  dreacUul  part  of  Charles's 
storj^  which  he  had  such  a  boifor  ^ 
being  revealed^  that  na  oonpensadon 
could  io  hia  mind  arise  to  him  irom  ex-  | 
planatioB*  adequate  to  the  pain  be  1 
first  foreseen,  and  now  actually  suffered :  i 
all  colour  fled  from  his  cheeks  i^d  lip^ 
a  mtat  swam  before  his  eyes,  and  haio^ 
voluntarily  caught  bold  of  a  ch^  to  keep 
him  from  sinking  ou  the  floor* 

The  action  necessarily  attracted  hctk  ] 
parties  to  his  situation,  and  the  iuw^ 
eagerly  criedt  ^<  Cheer  up»  my  ladt  cbeer 
upt  be  sure  thy  sins,  when  a  bit  of  a  cbildi  | 
will  never  lie  at  thy  own  doorj— t^oai 
'noa,  it  lies  where  it  should/^ 

^<  But  how  came  the  boy  here  again?^' 
interrupted  the  lady«  Wby^  madaiQi 
he  has  been  all  his  life  lucky ;  the  rich 
forsook  him,  but  the  poor  took  him  uf$ 
and  a  coupie#  fiur  below  even  my  h'umbls 
station,  cured  him  of  sickness^  nourished 
him,  and  taught  him  how  to  earn  his 
bread  easily  and  honestly,  and,  in  short, 
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luadfi  him  wiiiat  he  be  is  at  this  time 
appxeatice  to  a  Mr^  Thornclifie,  at  ■  ■  » 
about  sevMty  milea  ofHf  but  I  tent  ibr 
ium$  because  I  waa  detcraiiied  to  txj 
if—'* 

«•  Trj  if  you  could  kill  my  brother ;  — 
to  your  afficiousness  w  e  are  indebted  for  ^ 
eU  thia  trouble;  but  of  course  you  have 
tone  eod  to  auawer  ia  i;^  probably  you 
wish  ^or  aa  additiau  to  youc  farai»  whidi» 
I  ur^derstand^  lies  contiguaus  to  this 
estate 

m 

I  wants  noa  such  Mng^^^  roared  the 
tajrmav  in  a  vmce  of  thunder  i  k  wanted 
rig^ty  and  proper  help  to  be  given  to  an 
innocent  child^  by  a  guilty,  unnatural 
parent}  ~  la  my  mind,  the  most  despca- 
blest  cratur  that  crawls  above  ground  ist 
a  thing  that  calls  itseli*  a  gentleman,  and 
^et  leaves,  its  own  flesh  and  blood  to  creep 
up  a  chimiwy<»flue  *t  to  tremble  before 

•  It  "was  asserted  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the 
apprentices  of  chimney-sweepers  were  generally  found  to 
be  the  natural  children  of  gentlemen.  The  ttorjr  here 
nStMi  U  tiue^  aa  it  k  conn widl  mtii  Ibe  finrpen 
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k  overseer^  crawl  from  door  to  door  to 
beg,  —  or  steal  a  crust.  1  say  nothing 
of  the  sin  of  such  a  wretch  (for  on  that 
Gk>d  faimsdf  has  pronounced),  but^the 
meanness,  the  meanness  makes  me  mad;^ 
my  children  .were  fed  by  my  labour  i 
their  bread  came  from  the  very  boiies 
and  marrow  of  their  father, —but  were 
they  not  welcome?  Yes,  if  they  had 
mucked  his  very  blood! —  and  soa  was 
this  poor  child,  for  it  paid  me  with  its 
love,  —  it  grew  to  my  heart,  and  called 
me  feather.** 

'  Again  the  farmer  overcome  -by 
softer  feelings,  was  silent,  and  the 
-lady,  while  she  rung  the  bell,  observed 
that,  "  after  all,  the  boy  was  but  a  na- 
tural child.*^ 

•  4<  Varry  true,  varry  true,  but  its  varry 
2^;matural  for  a  lad^  to  make  that  an 
excuse,  if  so  be  she  have  the  heart  of  a 
mman.  I  beg  pardon,  madam,  but 
truth  will  out.'' 

<^  Mr.  Canteril  was  leit  a  widower  very 
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early  in  life,  and  young  women  are  so 
fiNTward  now-a^ays,  that  really  these 
thingg  will  happen."  > 

Aye,  madam,"  returned  the  farmer 
drily  i  but  it  doesn't  look  well  for  a 
fine  gentleman,  abdut  forty,  to  encourage* 
a  poor,  timid  girl,  under  twenty,  in  such. 
forward  ways  ;  who  is  to  clieck  such,  and 
to  warn  them,  if  the  'squire  of  the  parish,, 
with  all  his  larnin  and  his  dvperience, 
doesn't?  .  •  • 

Bu^t  poor  Nancy  was  not  forward, 
enough,  for  she  preferred  workiog  and* 
pining  herself  to  death,  rather  than  swear, 
before  a  justice,  to  procure  a  pitiful  pro- 
viaumibr  her  child  j  soa  you  may  be  easy,: 
we  have  noa  lam  on  our'sidc^  and  'tis 

•   ■  a 

\ery  plain,  we  shall  have  noA Justice.**   • . ' 

saying,  the  farmer  seized  on  Charles's, 
arm,  and  -  lef I  the  house  without  iiEirtber 
ceremony,  but  his  words  still  rang  ia 
Lady  Mornington's  ear,  and  in  despite  of 
her  endeavours,  affected  her  much  >  she, 

howeveri  esnted  herself  to  ^nd  a  ser.^. 
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vSQt  after  the  intruders,  to  say,  "  that  she 
desired  the  young  man  would  return  to 
the  place  he  came  from.'* 

«  Tell  your,  licady  from  me,  that  my 
house  is  my  castle,  and  J  shdl  keep  ¥rfao 
I  i^ease  in  it  $  ods  bodikias  \  if  die^;oes 
on  to  make  me  mad  mth  her  orders»4ind 
her  shim-shams,  I  shall  be  after  raising 
the  parish  about  her  ears}  we  be  b^ 
enough  down  here,  but  tell  her  to  re- 
member she  ben't  iLunnon^  where  fine 

m 

folks  have  all  their  own  way,  ^e  can  tell 

'em  our  mnnds  ftbit  dowfl  here^  if^ctti 

do  nought  better." ' 

'  This  threat  (conveyed  ia  mikfer  terms) 

had  certainly  an  e&ci  upon  Lady  Mom* 

ington,  though  it  is  but  justice  to  say, 

that  even  before  its  delivery,  she  had  de> 

termined  that  Charles  should  be  assisted, 

if  he  would  leave  the  boisterous  assertor 

of  his  rights^  ^  who  had  really  shaken 

Jier  nerves  to  atoms.'*  Those  nerves  were, 

> 

however,  fated  to  a  severer  trim,  mf 
during  the  whole  night  she  KM  ufialde  to 
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quit  the  b«d  «f  Iwr  brathtr,  wImm  every 

»rmptom  gaM  iixikation  approMbiog 
deatht  ami  wbo80reitl€M»  wretched  mindf 
could  find  no  alleviation  for  its  tortures^ 
bot  in  eager  eontrivaiieea  for  the  bene* 
it  of  that  ni^lectod  cbiidy  which  he  had 
ItA,  ag  the  ostrich  quits  iier  eggSf  *  to 
l^ish  in  the  desert. 

Mr.  Canteril  had  been  his  whole  life 
a  deoidedly  ieUUi  cbaMOter,  but»  elegant 
Ma  hia  mamianv  and  apnaioua  in  hia  gene* 
ral  daportamnt^  he  had  often  excited 
admiration,  and  sometimes  elicited  afiec- 
tim  in  ihosn  wIm  did  not  nnderatand 
Uflu  He  WW  fasd  of  ahnwv  bitt  yet  a 
g(tedi4nauagQr,  and  even  rigid  «eonomis^ 
where  hia  own  personal  gratification  did 
not  call  £>r  the  sacrifice  of  wealth }  and 
for  'aoBie  yean  paal,  he  had  been  in  the  * 
fanbit  of  ecounwl  sting  anioh  personal 
pr<^rtye    Under  these ,  circumstancesi 

« 

he  felt  that  his  heir,  whom  he  redly 
loved  as  fiur  as  he  was  capable  of  loving 
any  one,  oovld  not  ooHplata  if  be  en* 
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deavoured  by  a  noble  legacy,  to  atone  , 
ibf  past  sufferings  and  neglect,  to  the 
poor  boy  thus  forced  upon  his  nqtioe; 
but  alas  i  with  the  image  of  Charles  came 

I  that  of  his  mother,  to  whom  no  atone* 
ment  could  be  made  ;  other  children,. and 
other  mothers  mingled  in  the  coufusimi 
that  rose  upon  his  braio,  and  flitted  be- 
ibrie  his  daz;eled  siglit,  and  the.  a)dicil  he 
projected  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Ta-morrow:  came,  hot  ^yith  it  little  re- 
lief; akhpugh  tbcre  waa.. again  an  in- 
creaiied  deaire  of  beholding  his  isoo,  ac- 

.  companied  by  an  indefinable  diead,  for  . 
he  beheld  only  in  his  features,  those  traite 

m 

which  pemioded  hinf  of,  the  .motbir. 
Charilea  was  .  accordingly  sent  foi^^  and  on 
his  arrival  being  addressed  by  .the  in*, 
valid  with  that  sUasive  coQdescension, 

ft  * 

ever  so  faGfeiuating  in  those  of  superior 
raiik»  he  approach€id  his  couch  witJi^^ 
seosatioa  to  which  he  had  been  lutherto 
a  stranger }  but  in  the  very  moment,  when 
the  heart- stricken  parent,  eagerly,  for  tl* 
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first  time,  gazed  upon  him  witli  a  kindly 
lookf  and  opened  his  hps  to  aaaure  him 
of  projection}  the  agitation  of  the  in* 
tmiew  ovefoune  him,  and  sinking  back 
upon  his  pillow,  with  a  hollow  groan,  he 
instantly  expired*  . . 
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'  CHAP.XU. 

 His  approach) 

So  out  of  circumstance,  and  sudden,  tells  us, 
'Tit  not  a  Tisitatum  fram'd,  but  forced 
BjT  iieed»  and  aoddent.  SsahraU. 

Th£  sight  of  death,  awful  and  affectingi 
always  to  the  young,  was  particularly  w 
to  Charles,  whose  nature  was  allied  only 
to  his  weaker  parent,  and  shrunk  £rom 
every  trial  which  exacted  fortitude,  al* 
though  he  was  by  no  means  deficient  in 
patience.  At  this  moment,  sensible  that 
his  presence  had  accelerated  the  loog 
impending  stroke,  and  rendered  hiiUi 
therefore,  an  object  of  dislike,  it  was 
natural  for  him  to  elude  observation,  and 
he  retired  to  feoover.  the  shock,  by 
iooloDg  fat  consolation  to  that  heaveoiy  . 
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faiixeT,  under  whose  protection  he  had 
been  tau£^  to  repose* 

His  entrance  into  the  hoiiae  liad  been 
deemed  highly  portentous  to  many  oi  ita 
inhabitant8>  and  he  had  been  received 
with  a  show  of  respect  by  some,  more 
aoomrding  with  hk  imagined  eq[ieetetton8^ 
than  his  actual  situation }  but  hewasatt£» 
ftffid  to  depart  his  own  way,  unnoticed 
and  disregarded.  On  so  soon  returning 
ta  llie  fiurmer'Sy  the  cause  was  quiGkiy 
guessedty.  and  various  coiyecturea  as  to 
the  probable  events  of  the  day  kept  the 
£unily  up  long  after  their  usual  hour^  the 
honest  master  still  fondly  clinging  to  bis 
original  prediction.  Day  after  day,  howw 
ever  passed,  and  no  other  news  was* 
learnt  than  the  arrival  of  Sir  H^iuy 
Mornington,  and  that  preparations  were 
making  for  a  magnificent  fimeinL 

When  this  ceremony  had  taken  plaee^; 
the  farmer  consented  that  poor  Charles 
should  return  to  that  humble  home,  and 
those  pursuits  to  nitusk  he  had  been 
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accustomed^  and  which  he  had  been 
many  days  extremely  ansioiu  to  resuiiK} 
but  juAt  as  he  was  setting  oat^  he  was 
summoned  to  the  presence  of  the  ban»et 
Various  accounts  of  Charles's  inten^iew 
and  relationship  with  his  late  und^  eadi 

graced  with  decent  wonders,'^  kd 
already  reached  the  ears  of  the  young 
gentleman,  and  he  determined  on  seeiDg 
the  subject  of  them,  and  judging  fir 
himself,  so  far  previously  acknowledging 
Charles's  claims^  as  to  accompany  the 
summons  by  a  handsoine  suit  of  jnouming. 

Sir  Henry  was  the  eldest  chiid,  and 
only  son  of  a  man  of  fashion,  who  lived 
fast  apd  died  early,  leaving  his  son  a 
nominal  estate,  and  .  his  daughters  no 
subsistence,  save  from  their  mo  therms 
jointure  j  he  was  now  twenty-two,  of  a 
lively  temper,  but  kind  heart,  and  the 

noble  inheritance  to  which  he  Imd  just 

*•>»••  . 

now  succeeded,  very  natoially  indined 
him  to  be  generous.  His  mother,  satis- 
fied with  her  share  at'  her  brother's  per- 
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sonals,  was  also  in  good  humour  ^  but  siie 
liad  been  so  long  accustomed  to  care 
from  necessit/i  that  she  could  not  all  at 
once  accustom  herself  to  affluence,  and 
she  continued  to  sound  the  necessity  ot* 
being  guarded  in  her  son^s  ear,  till  .the 
poor  boy  was  ushered  into  the  room* 

When  Charles  entered,  he  was  motioned 
to,  to  take  a  seat  at  some  distance,  by 
which  means  he  was  fully  reacted  in  n 
large  mirror^  opposite  to  which.  Sir 
Henry,  his  eldest  sister,  and  mother 
were  sitting.  He  looked  well,  and  e^en 
genteel  in  black,  aiid  after  surveying  him 
I  for  a  few  moments, .  the  young  baronet 
!  exclaimed,  ^<  upon  my  life,  if  he  were 
properly  drilled  j  I  mean  educated  and 
dressed,  &e*  -lie  wouki  be  a  perfect 
Adonis i  of  all  things  in  the  world  I 
should  like  to  bring  him  ouU^' 

"  My  dear  Henry,"  cried  the  mother 
in  alarm,  glancing  at  her  daughter,  <^  the 
thing  is  utterly  impossiblei  .  He  has  been 
(added  she  whispering)  a  vagabond^  a 
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stroUer,.  a  thief,  a  common  beggar,  and 
now  works  in  a  pottery }  and  he  is  so 
like  you,  like  all  of  us,  it  never  nodi 
do/* 

Sir  H«iii7  bit  his  Hps  with  a  mortiifld 
■mc,  bot  by  another  glance  toward^  iui 
nsttt,  appeared  to  acknowledge  that  h» 
was  xight.  The  mother  and  sistet 
left  the  room,  and  he  then  addressed  the 
young  man,  ■  desifiug^  -  •*  to  know  if 
line  of  life  he  now  pursued  was  ^gree* 
able  to  his  inclination, .  or  if  there  was 
any  other  in  wbich  he  could.be  iCBdenA 
toppier?*' 

««N<it'any/'  swil  Cbaifes,  **'tiM>ughl 
sbould  cectatnly  be  OMskM  fiv  better 
instructians  in  dcawing^  which  my  lioe 
of  work  requires.  1  shall  always  be 
happy  if  I  live  with  William  and  mjf 
mother."  • 

**  Your  mother !  ,  I  thought  she  w» 

dead  ?'* 

«  Yes,  Sir,  the  mother  gave 
birth  J  but.  I  mean  the  mother  who  toek 
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.  me  when  I  was  lost;  who  mirsed  me 
when  I  was  alniost  ^kiUadi  wWftd  me 
by-  hec  owo  labour^  and  tMo^^  me  my 
duty  —  my  religioiu'' 

She  lives,  it  seems,  and  your  feelings 
wkiiregttd  to  her-afemi  hoMar  toyoa 


u  WhoisWiUiam? 


im  her  son     1  mean  such  a  sou 
as  me ;  she  has.  taken  three  beggai  boys 

A  hq^aful  progeny^.  truiy#  But  are 
they  all  like  you?** 

No^  Suv  WiUkmn  it  fhaiidiftmei  and 
devor,  aad.goodf  JSnnk  is  ugly  and 
ccoas,  hut  not  bad^  I  ho|M3*** 

.  Do  you  wish  to  live  in  such  a  house 
41' this,  efaaiiai.?  .  Do  you  feel  a^  if 
yoa  vmuid  he  happier  maong  genteel 
people 

Oh  1  no,  no.  Sir,  I  dbould  be  miser* 
able,  I  should  feel  frightened  at  every 
thing,  andemy  body  ^  the  feenmbMim 
of  my  b^igar  days  would  always  be 
uppermost,  wd  that  oiber  thing,.woi:st  oi' 
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nkl,  would  make  me  think  that  the  low^ 
est  servant  despised  me/^ 

*^What  thing?   Do  you  mean  your 

birth?*' 

The  burnmg  blush  answered,  *•  yes," 

ibr  the  filtering  tongue  was  uoidUe  to  at* 

ticulate  it.   Tears  rushed  into  the  Baro- 

net^s  eyes  as  he  turned  from  the  boy, 

alike  to  spare  him,  and  to  hide  his  own 
emotion;  anu  u«;  on^smnj  ^^^a  ;,^t»r 

to  inflict  the  pang  he  had  witnessed. 

Well,  Charles,**  resumed  fhe  Baro- 
net,  ^<  I  brieve  you  are  best  and  happi- 
est with  your  present  &iends»  but  if  ever, 
in  after-life^  you  should  have  occasion  for 
one,  write  to  me,  and  at  all  events  let 
me  iiear  firom  you.  I  shall  inunediatdy 
place  in  your  master^s  care^  two  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  appropriated  to  your  use, 
on  your  coming  of  age  .j  and  here  is  s 
twenty  pound  bill  ibr  your  present  ex- 
peuces^.aod  ten  pounds  to  present  to  your 
nominal  motlier/' 

To  Charles  who  had  never  seen  half  as 

■ 

much  money  in  4iis  life^  these  were  amaz- 
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log  sums,  and  he  took  them  with  an  air 
of  surprise,  amounting  to  stupidity  in  the 
first  moment,  but  the  recollection  of  the 

« 

pleasure  he  should  give  William  and  -his 
mother,  brought  tears  of  joy  -into  his 
eyes,  which  the  Baronet  naturally  attri- 
buted to  gratitude,  to  which  he  did  not 
lay  much  claim »  having  acted  fn  below 
the  standard  of  his  own  gmerostty,  in 
obedience  to  his  mother,  and  internally 
resolving  that  he  would  do  a  great  deal 
more.  He  had  not  yet,  of  course,  en- 
tered l>n  the  career  of  a  young  floan  o€ 
fisishion,  nor  would  it  have  been  easy  at 
this  hour  to  induce  him  to  believe  that 
in  one  year's  time,  he  would  have  found 
it  impossible  to  spare  five  pounds  to  the 
youth,  to  whom  his  heart  yearned  at 
this  very  moment  to  give  five  thousand* 
The  urbanity  of  Sir  Henry's  manners, 
still  more  than  his  gifts,  induced  Charles, 
with  many  blushes,  to  hope  his  HcMour 
would  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  any 
thing  his  good  friend  the  farmer  might 
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have  said  to  my  lady,  because  be  meant 
no  harm }  he  was  a  very  good  man,  and 
spoke  nothing  but  truth.** 

Sir  Harry  could  not  help  smiling  at  an 
apology,  which  to  some^  pecqple  would 
have  doubled  the  od&nce,  whatever  that 
migiit  be»  but  he  waa  indined.  to  coo^ 
aider  every  body  and  every  thing  in  tbe 
most  £ivo4irable  point  of' view,  well  aware 
that  his  mother,  ifi  the  eagerness  oi'  pre^ 
serving  all  for  him»  had  probably  been 
too  severe  in  her  administration  of  her 
late  brother's  effects  j  he  therefore  d» 
missed  Charles^  with  an  assurance,  that 
he  not  only  fmgwe  the  fmaer,  but  ad- 
mired him  for  his  zeal  and  charity,  and 
would  not  iail  to  promote  hia  interest  or 
that  of  his  sons,  whenever  it  was  in  his 
power/* 

Thus  happily  dismissed,  Chailes  heard 
the  great  gates  of  the  great  house  clo^e 
after  himt  with  the  sensation  of  one  who 
has  escaped  from  prison,  and  bears  with 
liim  the  means  of  re-entering  life  vnlk 
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•dvaiitage.  To  him  the  veiy  gmnrteiir 
of  the  mauftioD  waa  ^pailing*  and  the 

large  mirrors  had  so  increased  his  confu- 
!  siooy  by  giving  back  his  own  blushing 
fiuD^  and  cottstoained  gmtt  that  tbejr  acted 
I  like  a  kind  of  phantasmagoria  terrors  up* 
on  him }  and  being  by  no  means  iree 
from  superstition,  the  remembrance  of 
his  fiith«^8  death,  coittiimUy  crossed 
him  and  iKid4id  to  his  desire  of  escane 
&om  the  scene  which  recalled  it. 

Thus  free  from  vanity  and  ambition^  was 
the  youth  after  whom  Sir  Henry  earnestly 
kMkedt  irtill  repeating  to  himselff  how 
passible  it  would  be  to  make  bim  a  man 
of  fashion admiring,  the  glossy  bright* 
ness  of  his  hair,  the  slightness  of  his 
tbrm,  and*  the  whiteness  of  his  ungloved 
handsy  which  from,  the  nature  of  his  em* 
ployment  weie  unlike  what  he  was 
accustomed  to  behold  in  his  station. 
He  gave  a  deep  and  sincere  sigh  to 
Charles's  unmerited  misfbrtuoe»  which 

* 

was  honourable  to  himseliy  but  in*  no  wise 
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called  £oir  by  the  boy,  whose  miDd  wa» 
now  satisfied  to  ita  utmost,  and  as  it  was 
unprepared  by  education^  so  was  it  un- 
fitted by  nature  for  the  scenes  to  which 
the  young  would  hare  consigned 
him,  which  would  inevitably  have  made 
him  the  dupe  of  imposture,  the  prey  and 
eventually  the  associate  of  the  wicked. 

The  -&rmer  was  so  pleased  to  fidd  that 
he  had  been  the  caiise  of  some  good  to 
Charles,  tliat  although  he  was  angry  one 
minute,  he  was  in  good  humour  the  next; 

.  and  upon  the  whole  so  well  satisfied,  that 
he  consented  that  his  eldest  son  sh  lould 
accompany  Charles  to  his  home,  or  rather 
the  village  where  he  lived,  as  this  young 
man  had  always  expressed  a  strong  de* 

^  sire  to  go  there  ever  since  the  arrival  of 
Charles's  first  letter.  Not  being  foad 
of  farming,  he  had  been  apprenticed 
to  a  general  shopkeeper  whom  he  still 
served,  but  it  was  equally  his -desire,  and 
that  of  his  parents,  that  he  should  enter 
into  business  for  himself^  when  he  should 
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meet  with  an  eligible  situlttioOf  and  ofi 
that  account  they  permitted  him  to  ac- 
company Charles,  who  described  his  own 
place  as  80ch« 

On  arriving  at  poor  JBetty'a»  Charles 
liad  the  satisfaction  of  finding  that  the 
cares  of  Frank  had  been  in  a  great  de- 
gree successful,  and  that  she  was  resMy 
in  an  improving  state  j  but  his  heart  re» 
joiced  in  the  belief  that  he  could  procure 
so  many  comforts,  wanted  in  her  languish- 
ing state,  and  which  William  would  be  so 
glad  that  she  should  enjoy,  and  in  silence 
he  placed  aU  his  new-gained  wealth  in 
her  possession.    Such  was  the  surprise 
of  Betty,  thjat  it  was  not  until  a  circum- 
stantial account  had  been  given,  which 
was  confirmed  by  the  stranger,  that  she 
dared  venture  to  believe  the  tale,  though 
she  did  not  pain  the  boy  by  her  suspicions  j 
but  when  at  length  ^e  under«tood  alH 
her  pleasure  was  unbounded,- and  many 
a  time  did  her  heart  ascend  in  gratitude 
to  heaven,  that  ever  she  had  known  a 
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creaAure*  in  whose  early  advenfcureft  sh^ 
delighted  to  trace  the  hand  of  aa  over- 
ruling Providence ;  and  often  did  she 
assure  Charles^  that  he  must  have  been 
.  qaafed  for  the  purpose  oi*  rendering  him 
more  grateful  and  pious  to  the  band 
which  had  protected  him,  than  his  fel- 
low mortals. 

'  .WilUam  was  not  yet  returned,  tor  I 
which  Chades  lamented  much,  but  bis 
young  companion  having  renewed  tbe 
acquaintance  of  his  boyidbi  days  with 
Betsy,  so  imr  he  was  able^  did  not 
eeem  to  regret  itt  He  soon  became  busy  io  i 
looking  out  for  a  shop,  and  was  enabled 
to  find  one  to  his  wishes,  but  so  largej 
as  to  render  it  imprudent  to  venture  oa 
premises  of  so  much  extent,  although 
cheap  and  every  way  eligible*  I 

Mr.  Thomclifie^  who  had  seen  him 
about  his  house,  and  was  pleased  with  ! 
his  open  countenance  and  roodert  man-  | 
ners,  on  learning  his  wishes*  kindly  w&A  \ 
over  the  place,  and  pointed  out  the  pos-  j 
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sibility  of  so  dividing  the  bousea  as  to 
make  two  good  dwellings,  one  of  which 
would  be  publics  and  the  other  private  $ 
and  he  added,  I  think  when  WiUiam 
comes  home,  Charles  and  him  cannot  do 
better  than  take  it  of  you,  and  bring  the 
old  woman  here  to  keep  house  £u  thcBb 
Besides  this  large  drawing-room  will  be 
useless,  to  you,  and  it  will  make  an  excels 
lent  school-room  for  her  present  son,  who 
in  the  increasing  state  of  the  manufac* 
tory  may  find  plenty  of  scholars^  and  be 
of  great  use  in  the  neijghbourhoQd/^ 

Thus  encoiuagedt  the  young  man  did 
not  hesitate  to  secure  the  premises,  and 
soon  afterwards  d^HUted,  for  the  purpose 
of  informing  his  father,,  and  gaining  &om 
him  the  money  necessary  for  his  under* 
taking.  This  money  was  his  share  of  a 
portion  1^  by  a  very  distant  relatkm  . 
hi§  mother,  to  her  and  her  children, 
about  two  years  after  they  had,  with  so 
much  genuine  pity,  taken  that  poor  or- 
phan, literally    to  eat  of  their  bread. 
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dfink  of  their  cup,  and  be  unto  them  as 
a  child.''  And  the  farmer  so  fully  per* 
suaded  himself  that  the  unexpected  boon 
was  the  gift  of  heaven  to  him,  to  aid  his 
cares  and  reward  his  exmions  on  the 
poor  child's  account,  that  almost  his  first 
exclamation  on  receiving  it  was,  that  he 
would  give  him  "  a  swinging  good  edu- 
cation/' As  this,  however,  could  not  be 
done  in  a  day,  the  farmer  satisfied  his 
own  ieelings,  by  purchasing  a  suit  of 
showy  cloaths,  which  he  saw  hanging  at 
a  shop-door,  and  wbidi,  on  the  first  d^ 
Charles  wore  them,  attracted  the  attra- 

* 

tion  of  a  strolling  beggar-woman,  mis- 
taken for  a  gipsey,  from  the  darkness  of 
her  skin  and  her  ey»«  It  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  woman  to  steal  the  child, 
but  merely  to  strip  him  for  the  sake  of 
his  cloaths }  but^  having  done  so,  his 

* 

plaintive  cries,  and  the  beauty  of  his 
person,  induced  her  to  think  he  would 
be  a  powerful  auxiliary  as  a  beggar,  and 
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thus  tlie  gifts  of  benevoleuce  and  nature 
alike  tended  to  the  child's  destruction  at 
this  unhappy  periods 

There  were  ttmes  when  this  wicked 
and  wretched  woman  was  not  only  kind 
to  Charles  but  even  indulgent,  but  the 
general  tenour  of  her  conduct  was  go- 
verned by  the  caprice  attendant  too  fre- 
quently upon  intoxication^  but  more 
frequently  from  the  various  changes  to 
which  a  hte  supported  hy  cMoal  charity 

aiifl  petty  theft  is  subject.  Over  the  suf- 
ferings of  a  young  and  delicate  child  so 
situated,  sickening  humanity  draws  a 
veil,  which  it  would  be  her  duty  to  reod, 
could  she  expose  them  in  all  their  hor- 
rors^  to  the  blasted  view  of  such  Mhers 
as  that  of  Charles,  or  give  effectual 
warning  to  their  victims.   It  is  far  more 

• 

delightful,  and  perhaps  more  useful,  to 
turn  to  that  benevolent  and  active  beings 
whose  lenient  hand  raised  this  forlorn 
suflerer  from  the  very  dust,  allayed  his 
hunger  with  her  own  scanty  morsel. 
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wadied  his  wounds^  with  her  teus, 
formed  his  depraved  ssind  her  pro* 
cepts,  and  led  his  bumble  and  grate&l 
heart  to  rejoice  in  the.  knowledge  of  the 
Redeemer  who  had  atoned  for  his  Utm- 
gressions,  the  God  and  Father  **wbo 
.willeth  not  the  death  of.  a.  sinner." 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

Youth  has  a  sprightliness  and  fire  to  boast. 
That  in  the  Talley  of  decline  are  lost. 
And  virtue  with  peculiar  charms  appears, 
•  Crown'd  with  the  garland  of  life's  blooming  jears. 

COWPIR. 

William  set  out  on  his  projected  jour- 
ney early  in  the  morning.  Betsy  alone^ 
who  rose  to  make  his  breakfast,  was  stir- 
ring, and  as  her  affectionate  heart  made 
even  a  short  and  desirable  absence  some- 
what painful^  she  did  not  part  with  him 
till  the  last  moment,  but,  putting  her 
arm  within  his,  walked  with  him  as  he 
led  his  horse  round  a  little  plantation 
which  conducted  him  to  the  high  road, 
and  even  then  she  lingered,  admiring 
him  in  his  new  boots  and  great  coat,  and 
predicting  a  delightful  April  day  for  his 
journey. 
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It  is  probable  that  the  new  boots  and 
other  accoutrements  engaged  William's 
attention  a  little,  and  that,  especially 
when  he  mounted  his  well-equipped  hand- 
some horsot  he  felt  some  of  that  pride 

which  we  know  that  noble  animal  so  ire- 

•  •        •  « 

quently  inspires^  though  the  riders  have 
been  born  and  educated  in  a  situation 
the  very  reverse  of  our  beggar-boy's* 
Whatever  were  his  first  emotions^  it  is 
certain  his  failing  leaned  (or  rather  led) 
to  virtue's  side/^  for  could  not  think 
upon  his  present  appearance^  the  situa- 
tion he  held  in  . the  manufactory^  and  his 

•     •     »  # 

prospedii  of  rising  in  it,  without  remem- 
bering the  situation  in  which  he  entered 
farmer  Forest's  field,  now  within  his  sights 
and  followed  his  good  mother  down  the 
lane  which  led  to  her  humble  habitation. 

As  these  thonghts  passed  William's 
iauxkdf  he  entered  upon  a  part  oi*  the 
road  which  showed  him  the  house  he 
had  quitted,  and  Betsy  (as  he  judged) 
watching  him  from  the  nursery  window^ 
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the.thoughte  of  her  happy  situatiaD  and 
the  iuGxease  of  comfort  she  had  ^v^a 
hioif  brought  tears  of  delightful  gratis 
tode  in  im  eyes,  ami;  lifted  op  hia  heart 
to  heaven  in  silent  thankigiving>  Thei 
sua  was  now  ri$en>  the  houiien  the  gar- 
den^ and  meadows  contiguous^  looked 
beiutifu),  and  William  could  not  help 
cantraating  their  present  appearance  with, 
the  different  forma  they  had  aasiimed. 
since  his  first  acquaintance^  and  which 
hmd  diatiQCtly  marked  the  mind  of  thein 
.  owner  in  its  changea  and  gradationa* 
When  Wdliam  first  entered  on  Mn 
Thorndiffe's  service^  he  was  much  too 
busy,  and^  aa  he  aometimea  imagined, 
too  hoiy  a  man»  to  pay  any  regard  to  hia 
garden  or  plantations,  and,  in  conae- 
quence  all  soon  became  over-run  with 
confusion,  and  at  once  expensive  and  un- 
yididxiig.   A  time  aueoeeded,  in  which  ac 
little  eultivatian  for  fiunily  necessaries, 
was  all  that  his  circumstances  warrantedf 
and  an  air  of  wasteful  negligence  was 


Digitized  by 


£14      TACtt  oar  the  tbioet. 


succeeded  by  that  of  cheerless  poverty. 
Bii^  in  propoition  «b  well  apf^ied  iiidns- 
try  rastoirad  the  comfoits  of  coiiq>eteiSce, 
and  the  natuial  powers  of  the  owner't 


■ 

T 

temdf  not^crushed,  by  misfortuaey  awdce 
to  a  just  sense  of  his  duties  and  happi- 
nesss  he  rendered  these  delightful  pos- 
sessions subservient  to  both.  William 
and  Charles  had  assisted  in  clearing  long 
deserted  paths,  colttvating  ciiDiiBe  rege- 
tables,  festoring  flowering  ahrubB  to  ski^ 
atioos  oi'  ornament,  and  clearing  vakiafaie 
iiruitptrees  fnom  obnoadous  ^aiasites  and 
obstructing  hramblese  Every  thing  now 
wore  the  appearance  it  assumed  on  Mr. 
Thomcliffe^s  marriage,  (only  so  far  im- 
proved as  to  exhibit  much  additiooal 
wood  in  a  thriving  plantation,)  and  often 
did  the  now-  liappy  inhabitants,  in  the 
company  of  ,their  sweet  -cfaildr^,  wander 
hare  with  .more  i«al  pleasure  ikut  thegr 
had  evor  known  before,  giving  usefoi 
informatioQ  to  those,  young  minds  now 
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tiksting  after  knowledge,  or  suggesting 
:>  each  other  some  improvement  by 
;hiclr  the  beauty  or  the  value  of  the 
ind-might  be  increased ;  and  Mr.  Thorn- 
:li£fe  looked  backi  with  shame  and  asto- 
ibkment,  at  the  period  when  be  ootild 
lave  neglected  a  source  of  ^to&t  ever 
lefbre  his  eyes  for  distant  schemes  of 
wealthy  or  imagined  for  a  momenti  that 
neglect  of  God's  gifts  could  be  pleasing 
uo  tlie  alUmerciful  donor. 

William  soon  became  so  near  Mr.  Gre- 
ville's  bouse,  that^  although  he  had  re- 
ceived various  little  commissions  (to  be 
executed  in  York  on  his  return}  only  the 
evening  betoref  be  thought  it  better 
^  just  to  caU»  as  his  worslup  might  have 
forgotten  something.''  It  appeared^  how- 
ever, that  his  worship  still  sl^  un« 
troubled  by  his  memory,  but  his  house-maid 
could  not  forget  to  look  out  of  the  win- 
dow that  morning  more  frequently  than 
usual,  nor  could  she  altogether  hide  the 
anxiety  which,  in  various  ways,  was  con- 
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nected  with  such  a  journey  —  **  William 
had  never  Mi  tbe  place  before,  nobody 
know  what  might  happen,  -wh&i  people 
.  went  out  just  to  see.  and.  be  seen,  as  it. 
were.*' 

* 

Perhaps  bad  this  been  strictly  speaking 
William's  errand,  something  might  have 
liappenedy  for  the  idle,  and  unemployed 
^e  ever  in  the  way  of  temptation ;  but 
William^s  journey  was  one  of  business , 
and  aware  not  only  of  its  intrinsic  im- 
portanoe,  but  that  in  his  mode  of  manag- 
ii^  it,  his  own  futurie  fortunes  were  in- 
volved and  of  course  his  power  of  bene- 
titing  those  most  dear  to.  him,  he  en- 
deavoured to  abstract  his  mind  as  niupb 
as  possible  iirom  every  other  consider- 
ation, and  as  he,  approached  the  object 
of  hi^  examination^  called  up  all  the 
knowledge  he  had  been  able  to  obtain 
upon  the  subject* 

In  consequence  .of  his  possessing  the 
requisite,  infonnatbn,  tiie  peraon  wii 
sold  him  Jbhe  chiy,  .never  attempted  to 
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take  any  undue  advantage^  and  the  bar* 
gain  was  conducted  in  an  open  tradea-> 
man-like  manner.  This  concluded,  the 
mind  of  William  was  at  ease,  and  he 
was  enabled  to  resign  bimself  without 
xepuroacb  to  the  pleasure  of  satisfying 
his  curiosity  ajid  improving  ins  taste ; 'and 
afler  vgirious  stoppages  for  that  pur- 
pose he  at  length  arrived  at  the  prince* 
Jiy^  mansion  of  Castle  Howard.  - 

The  immense  amphitheatre  of  richly 
cultivated  country,  adorned  with  massy 
wood*,  imnenae  avenues^  tall  obelidcs, 
magnificent  temples^  and  sheets  oi'  water, 
crowned  by  a  stately  palace,  as  it  burst 
at  once  upon  William's  sight .  under  the 
efiect.  of  a  cloudless  -eky  in  early  spring^ 
'when  nature  .wore  a  robe  of  the  mo&t 
tender  yet  vivid  green,  lad  all  the  efiect 
ascribed  ^o  enchaatment.    As  his  eye 
had  never  witnessed,  so  his  mind  bad 
uevei^  conceiv.ed  thj^  nature  coujkl  be  so 
grand,  or  art  so  noble  ^  and  his  emotions 
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oi  pleaaure-  were  oppressive  from  their 
intensity. 

UaUke  Charie8>  he  shrank  not  fnm 

» 

the  grandeur  which  astonished  him} 
but,  after  stopping  some  time  to  inhale 
the  magnificent  vision  which  surround- 
ed hini»  he  pushed  fcurward  wifh  inGfe» 
ing  eagerness  to  gain  closer  views  of 
each  particular  object  of  beauty  and 
interest }  so  different  is  the  bias  of  na* 
tore  in  her  iQwhot  children 

The  modesty  q£-  WiUiam's  mana^ 
the  good  sense  and  intuitive  taste  be 
'  di^layed»  when  admitted  to  that  room 
containing  the  Tresham  coUeetion  of 
vases»  (WMH  so  much  upon*  the  well* 
iuiormed  and  gentlemanly  perscm  who 
happily  for  all  visitors  is  appointed  to 
.  shew  the  house,)  that  he  pmnitt^  hiff 
nroch  more  tine  in  efxamioii^  theiOf 
than  is  usually  allowed ;  and  although 
William  was  not  sufficiently  an  artist  ^ 
this  time,  to  bring  swvf  «ny  comet 
resembkace  o£  any  one  of  .themi 
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Im  mind  and  memory  were  deeply  im« 
bued  with  their  leading  traits^  aad  the 
elegance  of  their  imm,  so  «•  to  render 
him  caipable  of  modelling  his  ductile  mate* 
rials,  into  something  at  least  more  beau« 
tiful  than  any  thing  he  had  done  be« 
fore  ;  and  he  departed  with  the  consckma* 
ness  of  .having  acquired  materials  for 
improvement. 

On  arriving  at  the  city  of  York,  Wil- 
liam felt  disappiMRted  with  the  narrow* 
ness  of  the  streets,  and  the  want  of 
grandeur  which  he  had  concluded  he 
should  find  there ;  hut  when  he  once 
beheld  the  Minster,  he  asked  no  more  $ 
awestruck,  delighted,  affected,  he  readi* 
ly  concluded  (with  the  assurance  of  his 
guide)  that  the  whole  world  contained  no- 
thhogto  equal  this  qdendidCatbedral ;  and 
he  had  no  doubt  but  it  resembled  the 
Temple  of  Solomon  as  it  rose  from  the 
hands  of  that  magnificent  monarchy  be- 
cause his  reading  had  never  furnished  him 
with  any  description  besides,  which  in 
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the  least  resembled  it«  Jf  rom  this  time 
every  thing  in  York  pleased  him,  and 
in  many  interesting  remains  of  antiquky 
to  be  found  there,  and  which  he.  aiud<- 
ously  explored^  he  became  sensible  bow 
much  of  his  pleasure  was  owing  to  the 
little  of  historical  knowledge  wbicb» 
through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Grevilie, 
he  had  acquired,  which  had  opened  a 
new  world  upon  his  mind  by  the  mul- 
titude of  ideas  it  elicited,  and  which 
were  now  at  every  step  enlarged,  while 
his  memory  was  exercised  and  strength- 
ened by  the  appeals  made  to  it  by  every 
circumstance  aroond  him.  As  he  walk- 
ed  <  upon  the  walls,  passed  through 
Mickiegate  Bar^  (recollecting  the  horrors 
of  civil  war,  when  York's  head  did 
oveirlook  the  town  of  York or  ex- 
amined the  ancient  churehea  with  re- 
ference to  their  early  founders,  the 
changes  made  by  the  reformation,  and 
the  advancement  at  aociety,  he  felt  the 
value  of  even  the  nairow  stock  o^  know« 
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!      ledge  *  ix^hich  he  possessed,  won  as  it 
s  had  been  from  hours  <^  tali  and  the 
aaitwndipg  idai kneiB  of  ignonnce^  to 
be  inestimahle  i  and .  he  promised  him« 

I  self  that  if  ever  he  should  become  a 
father,  or  a  master^  be  would  furnish 
Im  child  or  suvaaW  with  the  power  of 

I      enlargiiiig  the  mind  by.  reading  the 
word  of  God  and  the  history  of  their 
ntim  iiiid«  /  .  • 
.     They  will  leani  by  tbe  first,''  taid 
,  William^  iotecuallyt.  <^  how  to  .liva  in 

i  this  world  and  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  a 
better ;  and  in.  the  otlier  (unwwthy  .  as 
it  is  to  be  compaced  with  the  JBiUe)  they 

I      may.seey  that  in.  the  worst  of  times  we 

I      are  much  better  off  than  our  £>refathers» 
md  that  wiU  teaoh  them  patience^  and 
nope*  •  .«■:*«•' 
The  pieasanter  part  of  ^  our  young 

j     tiaveller's   reflections  were  broken  in 
.  upoBf  and  hia  fedings  of  edmpassion.and 
sympathy  severaly.  exercised,  by  a.  visit 
to  the  Castle,  where  the  case  of  a  very 
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yQung  offead^r,  about  to  be  tried  fbr 
his  liie^  attracted  general  attention,  aai 
so  far  as  his  age  was  oaaoemed  modi 
commiseratifHi*  It  was  impossiUe  ibr  a 
leflective  mind  like  Wilham-s  to'coosidtt 
the  fate,  of  the  prisoner^  without  being 
led  to  think  of  his  own  early  pcivatioBa^ 
and  being  led  also  to  consider  the 
early  direction  of  poor  Charles,  over 
whom  he  had  so  long  united  the  cares 
of  a  father,  and  the  affection  of  a  bro- 
iher,  diat  Us  heart  fdt  for  him  the 
united  attaehment  bdonging  to  bodi 
these  tender  relationships.  This  emotion 
was  increased  from  his  supposing  that 
the  young  prisoner  (whom  he  saw  ius 
a  few  moments  in  the  ielon's.  court)  hai 
some  resemblance  in  his  person  to  Charley 
and  his  feelings  became  ^  too  poweriul 
ibr  him  to  controul.  Hastening  from 
,  a  scene  which,  while  it  harrowed  up  his 
soul,  yet  denied  him  the  oonsolati<m  d 
betieving  that  his  sorrow  was  usefolff 
amdiorating  to  those  who  had  occa^ 
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aiooed  it,  lie  &mad  himielf  ia  a  few 
minutes  gazing  unwittingly  upon  the 
debtors  who  were  slowly  perambulating 
tbe  ground  permitted  them  forexercite. 

Altih^^^igh  these  untortunate  persons 
presented  to  the  contemplative  mindf . 
objects  of  a  less  overpowering  and  ter« 
riUe  intereifc  than  ilie  ftkmsy  yet  they 
had  a  strong  daim  oa  the  feeUogs  of  one 
new  to  scenes  of  congregated  misery  $ 
and  William  naturally  delicate»  was  quiet- 
ly witbdfawing^  when  his  ^yn,  which 
bad  been  xecently.  suffiised  with  tears,  . 
were  attracted  towards  a  person  who 
was.  looking  at  him  very  earnestly.  The 
pencm  wm  pala  and  thin»  and  though  in 
the  very  prime  of  life^  had  that  look  of 
premature  age  which  might  be  natu- 
ndly  expected  in  his  situation ;  yet  Wil- 
liam became  inetantly  awaro  that  he  bad 
aeeii  him  •omewbere*  and  even  knew 
him  well}  and  he  immediately  took  off 
his  hat,  with  that  mare  than  oommon 
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lespeefc  which  a  good  beMrt  natunUy 
presseft  &x  the  iaUra« 

The  debtor '  advaQced-  towards  htmio 
sUeuce,  but  with  his  eyea  rivetted-to  \m 
iace  as  he  said».  You'll  excuse  me^  Sir, 
perhaps  I  have  never  seen  you  betbre, 
but  yet  your  eyes  are  very  ,  like  a  boj's 
who  mustjiow  be  about  yotir  ag^  and 
there  seems  a  scar  above  your  temple 
now  your  bat^s  off,  so  that  altogether—?* 
.  You  are  right,^  Sir/'  said  William, 
who  by  thia  tkne.had  fidly. fecoUected 
Ml.  Hardy 5  his  first  master,  from  liia  voices 
though  he  had  failed  toi.  remember  tfae 
smart  ruddy  gentlemaa-iasmer  in.  the 

.  emaciated  -debtor^  ^^You  are  right»  1 
am  .William .  Warren  who  ran .  away  iwm 
you  rather  .than  be  sent  to  sea.^' 
-  .  William,  spoke  these  words  in  a  hurried 
and  deprecating  tone,  for  though  he  was 
fully'  aware  that  he  -  was  now  advanced 
in  age .  bey ond  any  claims  that,  could  be 

.  made  upon  his  services,  yet  the  change 
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in  his  master's  circumstances  afiected 
him  with  such  sincere  pity,  that  he 
felt  as  he  had  done  in  Mr.  Thomclif&'s 
casoy  liiofe  his  mcvmt  ifaom  in  the  days 
of  his  powers  .  . 
^  Mr.  Hardy  appeared  to  read  all  that 
was  passing ;  in  his  mind, .  for  in  a  tone 
very  discordant  with  his  wcords,  he  said, 
<^  Ah»*  William  1.  times  aro  changed  since 
we  met,  if  I  may  judge  from  youi 
appearance,^  yei  you  have  been  the 
the  cause  of  bringiiig  me  Xerep  that's 
certain.^.  * 

^  M^'*  exciaipied  William,  "  I  have 
never  seen  or  spoke  of  you  since.  Sir,  as 
God  »  my  judge.'* 

I  am  not  blaming  you  $  no»  no^  1 
have  nobody  to  blame  but  myself^  but  it 
is  ttue.  for  all  that  I  will  tell  you  how. 
That  liight  I  played  the  fool  by  acting 
in  such  a  way  as  induced  ypu  to  run  .olB^ 
(which  by  the  way  was  also  playing  the 
ibol,)  I  had  been  put  up  to  commencing 
a^ew  ail  old  fiuniiy  law^it  between 
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my  wife's  relations  and  Dame  Jefferies« 
wlio  mm  such  •  fury,  and  had  sudi  a 
devil  of  a  toi^e  ia  hu  hmd^  t'wauld 
have  provoked  any  man.  Wall  i  when 
you  took  off,  I  being  already  primed,  as 
one  may  say,  took  it  into  my  bead  that 
abe  had  inveigled  you  away,  and  though 
yoa  -may  think  it  oddt  yet  I  had  at  that 
very  time»  a  monstrous  great  liking  for 
you/^ 

WiUiim  Imwdp  but  he  eo}iM  not 
press  a  arnik. 

Aye,  you  may  smile,  but  'tis  true,  not- 
withstanding,  and  when  you  were  gone,  my 
ragewaspattbearii^  Mrs.  Jeftriea  did'nt 
take  the  way  to  quiet  m^  you  may  be 
sure ;  so  to.  make  short  of  it,  I  commenced 
a  law^ttiit ;  she  died,  and  her  heirs,  who 
had  mofo  seate  and  mora  property,  car* 
ried  on  the  affiir  with  as  much  spirit  as  I 
did,  bepause  they  chose  to  say,  I  bad 
been  the  death  of  her }  and  to  make  short 
of  it  they  rained  me,  for  hare  I  am }  but 
I  believe  I  should  not  have  had  qfkirita  ta 
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•tell  you  all  this*  if  I  did'nt  imow  that  I 

.am  gouigoutto-moixow.'* 

William  coQgratulated  him  on  tlus  cir- 

cumstaace,  and  enquired,  with  an  air  of 
much  regard,  after  Mrs.  Hardy. 

My  wif<^  I  thank  you,  is  well ;  it  is 

to  ber  I  owe  my  liberation,  die  1m» 
woiked  hard  to  get  it,  for  though  nobody 
accused  me  of  dnhmiesty,  yet  there  are  so 
nony  tttciu  and  oomers  in  law,  one 
does'nt  know  how  to  wind  rouad  them ; 
^d  when  l4un  out  1  know  not  which  way 
40  turn  me(  'tis,  however,  my  intelntion 
if  possibly .  to  get  Uie  management  of  .a 
gentleman's  estate,  and  as  every  body 
allowed  me  to  foe  a  good  farmer,  I  hope 
no  one  will  repent  employing  me.  I  tm 
btartily  glad  that  I  hare  seen  you,  fi>r  to 
toll  y<Mx  the  truth,  I  have  spent  many  an ' 

.  unhappy  hour  wi^  thinking  of  yocr, 
what  became  of  you,  and  where  have  you 
lived  all  this  time?" 

William  recounted  as  much  of  his  past  • 
history  as  Vf9&  necessary,  and  having  ob- 
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tained.Mrs.  Hardy's  address,  departed  as 
soon  as  be  couldescape.&om  the  repealed 
hearty  wrings  of  the  hand,  of  him  whose 
powers  in  that  part,  were  but  too  well 
known  to  hkn.  This  revival  of . acquaint- 
ance^ itlioi^h  painfiil  in  one  sens^  was 
flatif^actory  in  another  ;  and  WiUiam 
dwelt  upon  it  with  pleasiire,  as  he  ar- 
.  ranged  in  his  own  mind,  the  .contents  jof 
acratejof  earthenware,  which  he  deter- 
mined to  present  to  Mxs.  Hardy* 

The  following  morning  was  ushered  io, 
.by  the  awful  entrance  of  the  judges ;  and 
.the  remembrance  of  their  important. mis- 
sion made  a  solemn  and  affecting  impres- 
.sion  upon  his  mthd.  After  atteodiBg  the 
cqfiening  of  the  courts,  imd  witnessmg  so 
jar  the  forms  of  trial,  as  to  feel  all  the  iid* 
juiration  they  are.  so  well  (calculated  to 
«Kcite,  he  determined  on  proceeding  to 
Tadcaater  that  aftei'noon,  whidi  would 
enable  him  to  reach  home  on  the  follow- 
ing night*  He  left  York  with  a  sigh  of 
regret  due  to  the.  .pleasure  it  had.  imr 
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parted,  and  the  idea  that  many  years 
m^t  elapM  ere  it  wm  in  his  power  to 
visit  it  again,  bjat  he  lodged  forward  with 
animating  delight  to  rejoining  his  friends 
and  finding  his  beloved  mother  bettei^ 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


Thb  tmi  dioiie  v&ty  hright  as  WiUiao 
took  his  way  over  the  race  coursey  and 

'  for  some  time  he  rode  with  his  hat  pulled 
over  his  eyes  to  avoid  its  beams.  As  these 
decUoedf  he  looked  at  the  neat  foot-path 
made  for  the  accommpdation  of  walkersi 
and  was  somewhat  surprised,  considering 
how  much  bustle  he  had  left  in  the  city 
behind  him,  to  perceive  only  two  human 
beings  within  his  view,  the  one  a  b^ar 
woman  sitting,  or  almost  lying  on  the 
|Nith,  the  odker  a  man  in  black,  who  was 
slowly  advancing  towards  the  city,  as  it 
.  returning  firom  his  accustomed  walk. 
Beggars  of  every  description  were  ob* 
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jects  of  interest  to  William^  for  whether 
he  pitied  or  condemned  them,  they  re- 
minded him  of  his  former  life,  and  he 
felt  as  if  tfaejr  had  a  claim  upon  his  atten* 
tion  at  least;  and  though  he  was  obliged 
to  coE^ne  his  charitable  donations  within 
narrow  limitSt  yet  a  ch^ing  word»  or  a 
friendly  salutation^ .  as  it  had  always  been 
in  his  power  to  bestow^  was  never  wit^» 
heldt  but  to  disgusting  vice  .or  insolent 
.  effrontery*  His  habit,  therefore,  as  much 
as  his  compassion,  induced  him  to  ride 
up  close  to  the  path,  where  he  saw  the 
.  poor  woman,  who,  although  jshe  was  pro- 
bi^ly  a  comoKm  beggar,  drawing  to^ 
wards  the  city  at  a  time  when  the  assizes 
had  filled  it  with  rtrangerst  on  whose 
carelessness  or  cwnpassion.  she  might 
practise,  might  yet  be  in  a  state  of  suf^ 
fering,  it  was  his  .duty  to  attend  to  as  a 
fellow  creature. 

But  though  William  drew  towards  the 
wopian>  his  looks  were  almost  in  despite 
of  himself,  fixed  upon  the  ioaan  j  he  was 
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well  dressed  in  mournings  yet  he  did  not 
look  like  a  gentleman,  and  still  less  like 
an  artizan }  his  taU  perpendicular  figure, 
his  thin  white  hairs  with.a  sprinkling  q£ 
powder,  tied^  and  the  vaniior  in  which 
he  carried  his  stick  gave  him  the  look  ot  a 
military  man,  to  which  was-  added  the 
circumstance  of  his  left  arJoa,  or  rather 
sleevCf  (for  alas !  the  limb  was  no  longer 
there,)  being  £utened  in  a  kind  of  sliogi 
which  confirmed  the  idea. 
•  •'He  is,  doubtless,  an  old  sergeant/' 
'Baid  William  to  Inmsi^,  and  the  remefn«> 
Inance  of  Sergeant  Hallam,  caused  his 
heart  to  throb  in  his  bosom^  and  all  his 
feelings  of  infantine  tenderness  to  return 
upon  his  memory ;  but  he  checked  them 
to  speak  to  the  woman  whom  he  had  now 
reached,  and  whose  appearance  and  situ* 
ation  were  such,  that  he  could  scarcely  dis* 
tinguish  whether  she  was  suffering  from 
sickness,  or  disabled  by  drunkenness, 
but  in  either  Case,  he  did  not  wish  to  quit 


Digitized  by  Google 


her>  without  the  ^ssistaoce  or  opiaioa  ot 
another.      *  - 

The  stranger  in  Uack  floon .  came  up 
with  tbeiD#  aad .  with  much  urbauityf 
addressed  the  beggar  woman  in  a  low 
voice,  which,  from  William  being  on 
horseback,  he  could  not  hear  dfetihctly, 
but  as  he  stopped,  and  tber^y  pnoved 
his  desure  of  renderiog  assistauce,  the 
old  soldier  (for  such  he  now  evidently 
was,)  came  up  to  him  and  said,  (he  was 
sony  to  find  the  wretched  woknan  beiore 
them,  who  was  not  unknown  to  lum,  was 
really  in  a  deplorable  state,  and  if  it 
woul^  not  incimvenience  William  mncb^ 
he  wished  he  would  ride  hack  .to  the 
nearest  public-house,  and  .bring  some- 
body with  a  great  chair,  ,or  any  thing  on 
which  she  could  be  carried^  adding, 

that  when  she  was  thece^  k^^  would  en- 
gage to  provide  ioj;  her  wants/* 

The  benevolent  stranger,  had  lost  this 
front  teeth,  which  affected  his  speech, 
and  he  had  a  large  scar  on  his  cheek,. but 
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yet  there  was  something  in  his  counte- 
nance  extremely  prepoaoeaing  -to  Wii- 
liaiDt  and  he  felt  that  he  could  have  done 
a  much  greater  service  for  him  with 
pleasure  j  he  did  not,  ^  however,  stop 
to  make  praAaaionab  but  tuming  l^s 
borae'a  head,  -aoon  reached  the  blace 
pointed  out,  and  in  a  little  time  returned 
with  a  stout  young  man,  and  im  arm 
chair,  lesving  hit  heme  at  thehouse.  -  The 
poor  wonwa  was  placed  in  the  chair  and 
carried  with  great  care  by  William  and 
the  man  to  the  public-houae ;  but  at  the 
moment  thejr  were  going  to  take  her  into 
it,  she  cried  out  Vith  all  the  power  which 
evident  suffering  would  permit, 

^«  To  the  Castle,  to  the  Castle  —  take 
me  to  tiie  Castle,  let  me  see  him  before  I 
die ;  1  cannot  die  till  1  have  aeen  him.'' 

The  stranger  enquired,  Whom  she 
wished  to  see  at  the  Castle 

«  Bill,  my  poor. little  Bill,  they  are 
going  to  try  him  for  houae-breaking, 
(the  wretches,)  and  they  will  hang  him, 
I  know  they  will,  and  it  is  all,  all,  ow- 
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ing  to  me  —  I  want  only  to  see  him 
once  more.  Oh,  for  God's  sake  take 
me  to  the  Casde." 

**  But  when  I  saw  your  five  years  ago 
you  toid  me  Bi^  was  dead  $  besides  the 
youth  now  at  the  Oastle  under  such 
dreadful  circumstances  is  only  sixteen  and 
his  christian  name  is  Charles." 

•<  I  know*  1  know  it  all,**  cried  the 
wretched  woman  with  a  frantic  air,  "  his 
name  is  Charles,  but  I  used  to  call  hhn 
Bill,  because  it  came  nafmral  to  my  tongue, 
and  it  was  me^  <»ily  met  that  taught 
him  mischief  he  was  as  good  a  duld, 
as  sweet  a  creature  as  ever  broke  bread» 
before  I  stole  him." 

.William  started  forward ;  My  poor 
woman  if  you  mean  a  child  stolen  from 
Farmer  S— — 's,  and  who  was  afterwards 
lefl  at  Mr.  Thornclifie's  sale,  ai^  wh6 
was  beaten  for—** 

**  Yes!  yes  I  db-^*tis  hitt  whom  I 
mean."  ^ 
**  Then  be  comforted,  he  is  in  good 
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hands,  free  ih>ai  all  hann»  and  cured,  yes, 
thank  God,  Uioroughly' cured  of  all  bad 
habits;  I  know  him  well,  my  mother 
took  him  from  the  hour  you  left  him." 

The  poor  wpouin,  overcome  with  the 
joyful  reliei^  sunk  back  fainting  in  the 
chair,  and  the  stranger '  urged  thepro> 
priety  of  taking  her  into  the  house  be- 
fore any  people  should  pass  (as  might  be 
escpected)  to  whom  she  would  be  an 
unpleasant  ot^ect  of  curiosify. 

But  now  a  new  dbetade  arose,'  the 
landlady  protected  against  receiving,  * 

atty  .such  rubbishy  people  into  her 
houfie  i  for  her  part,  she  was  quite  sure 
the  woman  would  di^,  and  she  sliould 
be  glad  to  know  who  would  make  her 
amends." 

The  [ganger  and  William  with  one 
vcnce  assured  hw  lliat  she  should  be  in* 
demnified  for  all  trouble  and.  expence^ 

'**  Com(^  cavae  wcnfe,"  said  the  land* 
lord  gently  interfering,  "  thee  mup  just 
let  the  poor  cratur  be  ta*en  care  on,  I'm 
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sure  as  how  this  young  gentleman  hiiks* 
honest  an  a  man  at'U  keep  hk  werdt  but 
if'  so  be  as  he  wasn%  we  ail  know  what 
our  good  neighbour  isy  his  word's  as 
good  as  any  man's  bond/* 

The  landlady  su£fered  henelf  to  be 
persuaded,  and  her  maid  and  daughter 
conveyed  the  poor  woman  to  bed,  while 
the  landlwd  himself  stepped  out  to 
fetch  a  doctor.  The  stranger^  who  was 
evidently  a  man  to  whom  the  works  of 
the  good  Samaritan  were  familiar,  staid 
some  time  hi  tiie  woman's  chamber,  and 
when  he  came  down  observed,  that 
although  he  wished  to  see  a  medical  man, 
yet  he  was  convinced  with  the  landlady 
that  death  was  inevitabW 

Why,  Mr.  Uallam,  you  .be  a  person 
to  know  to  be  sure,  for  as  one  may  say 
you  have  seen  enough  of  it  in  former 
days,  but,  howeveft  I'U  step  out  and  look 
for  my  husbamL" 

"  Hallam !  Hallam!  •*  said  .WilUam,  but 
his  tongue  clove  to  his  mouth,  and  he 
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£alt  oppraaaed  almost  to  suffijcation }  hi» 
hat  which  had  remaioed  pulled  over  bis 
eyes  be  now  suddenly  threw  upon  the 
floor,  tore  open  his  coat,  and  at  length 
with  an  almost  frantic  gesture  seiziiig 
the  stranger's  hand,  cried,  "  Are  you  ? 
can  you  be  Sergeant  Hallam  of  the 
regiment?"  * 

"  Certainly  I  am,  im  ratho:  wat,  but 
who  are  you  young  man  ? 

Obi  Sir,"  said  William  taking  bis 
hand  while  the  warm  tears  coursed  each 
ether  down  his  cheek,    surely  you  re*  , 
member  William  Warren  who  was  killed 
.  and  left  two  children  ?" 

•*  To  be  sure  I  do,  little  Bill  and  pretty 
Bess,  but  they—" 

I  «n  little  Bill  who  never,  Jifwr, 
eaa  forget  yomr  kindness ;  my  sister  too^ 
young  as.  die.  was,  rememhera  you ;  we 
are  continually  talking  of  you  to  each 
other;  ah,  how  often  have  we  wished 
for  this  happy  day." 

*•  Happy  day  1** .  repeated  the  old  soi* 
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dier  setting  down  and  ntting  hiB  head 
upon  bis  handf  w  if  oveipowered  by  the 
rapidity  of  succeeding  incidentSt  and 
half  afraid  to  believe  that  he  really  be- 
bdd  the  boy,  who  had  been  the  child 
of  his  afiections. 

Surely  I  my  call  it  bappy»''  said 
William,  in  a  somewhat  reproachful  tone^ 
for  I  haye  nevm:  ceaied  to  derire^  nor  I 
lu>pj^  to  be  worthy  of  it,  (God  ibrgive  me 
if  I  speak  too  proudly,)  but  as  I  am 
pretty  well  what  you  made  me—-'* 
.  v  Where  did  you  laet  see  me  ?  What 
did  I  say^  to  you  then  ?  and  what  ship 
did  you  sail  in?''  asked  the  Seigeant 
with  that  rapidity  which  evinced  a  dread 
of  imposition  and  an  eagefnesi  to  feel 
he.  had  a  right  in  the  object  before  him. 

William's  answers  were  clear,  simple, 
convincing,  and  though  much  remained 
to  examine  and  ask,  the  old  man  felt 
that  his  own  boy  was  in  his  arms*  He 
embraced  him,  looked  at  him,  recog- 

niaed  every  ^sature  and  embraced 
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again*-* but  the  terrible  weight  still  puU* 
ing  at  his  heart  forbade  his  exultation ; 
and  at  length  he  said.  But  if  you 
ar^  indeed  William  Warren,  and  can 
boast  the  same  honest  little  heart  I 
once  delighted  in,  why  this  mystery 
between  you  and  your  mother  ?  Are  you 
working  on  my  feelings  for  some  par* 
tteidar  purpose,  or  does  the  conscious- 
ness of  you  mother's  guilt  compel  yoa  to 
this  reserve  ?  - 

^<  My  mother.  Oh,  Sir!  I  do  not  un^- 
derstand  your  question,  nor  do  you  under* 
stand  my  situation  j  I  have  not  seen  her 
ten  long  years  or  more»** 

Ten  long  minutes  you  mean,  young 
man,'^  said  the  sergeant  with  a  severelook. 

But  the  astonishment,  the  horror,  the 
universal  agony,  which  at  ^is  moment 
pervaded  William's  features, '  convinced 
the  good  man  thirt  wonderful  as  it  was, 
yet  the  mother  and  son  were  strangers  to 
eadi  other's  existence  till  this*  moment. 
About  five  years  before,  he  had  seen  and 
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recognised  the  widow  of  his  coinradej 
and  though  shocked  at  her  appearance^ 
he  was  yet  ddi|ghted  with  the  means  of 
enquiring  after  her  children^  of  whom  he 
had  vainly  sought  for  intelUgence.  This 
was  witiiin  a  weak  of  the  time  when 
she  had  foraaken  Charles^  whom  as  a 
stolen  cbild»  who  had  now  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  ,to  those  who  might  take 
him  into  oistody  the  imture  of  her 
Goimexion  with  himt  would»  she  thought^ 
be  the  cause  of  trouble  to  hert  and  she 
therefore  answered  to  all  enquiries  by 
one  sweeping  daiAeb  -     the  children 
were  dead}*'  and  then  hastened  to  a 
distant  part  of  the  countryt  where  she 
was  not  likely  to  be  seen  by  any  one. 
who  knew  hen 

After  she  was  gone  Sergeant  Hallam 
heard  so  bad  a  character  of  her»  that  he 
conceived  it  possible  that  she  had  de-r^ 
cehred  lmQ>  &r  ftar  she  should  be  detain- 
ed by  him»  <Mr  detected  in  any  bad  prac«. 
tises  towards  hex  children;  and.  for 
roiif  iv#  X 
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some  time  be  had  continued  to  hope  that 
either  one  or  other  would  be  found,  and 
he  seemed  to  hold  for  them  a  place  in 
his  heart,  by  repressmg  the  natttral  km 

he  had  for  children  (farther  than  by 

triffing  attentions)  in  the  hope  that  he 
should  still  find  those  of  his  earty  adoption ; 

but  the  last  two  years  passed  hi^lessly 
along,  and  having  in  that  time  buried 
his  own  sirter,  who  was  his. only  sur- 
vivieg  relative,  he  began  to  cast  his  eye 
roond  among  bis .  neighbounr  and  ae- 
quaintancey  for  some  one  whom  he  could 
substitute  for  those  who  were  gone. 
Alas !  the  heart  late  m  life  foses  the 
power  of  attaching  itself  to  new  objects^ 
and  binds  itself  like  the  faithful  ivy 
rather  to  the  withered  tree  which  once 
supported,  than  the  yotithfbi  pitats  v^hOch 
spring  around  it ;  and  the  warm  heart 
of  the  good  sergeant  remained  unoc- 
cupied save  by  acts  of  casual  bene- 
volence. 

When  William  a  little  recovered  from 
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the  agiution  into  which  this  gfarangc^ 
shocking  and  yet  affiscting  discover/ 
had  thrown  him,  he  became  extitmely 

her  at*  hie  wel^ure^  renuMre  £nmi  her  mind 
the  distress  which  he  ms  convinced  she 
must  fedi  en  that  subject^  notwithstand- 
ii^  her  cruelty  to  hnn^ond  the  coumeof 
life  abe  had  since  pursued,  which  had  a 
tendency  to  deaden  every  natural  feeling* 
Still  tiie  circumstance  of  her  calling 
Cbailm  by  Aif  name^  and  the  evidfflit  eau 
erkion  she  had  made  to  see  the  unhappy 
youth  now  in  the  Castk^  under  the  per- 
suasion  that  it  was  the  same  whom  she 
had  inHiated  in  vioet  bespoke  a  heart 
not  whoUy  dead  to  feelings  and  Wil* 
liam's  anxiety  that  her  sensibility  might 
now  be  devoted  to  the  best  purposes, 
that  her  repeiitaope  m^t  be  awakanad, 
her  departing  soul  enlightened^  and 
some  divme  consolation  administered  t9 
her>  became  iuteose.^ 

The  good  sergent  eotered  most  leadiijr 
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into  all  his  view8»  and .  f eadiil  of  too 
abrupt  a  discovery^  went  up  stairs  to 
prepare  her  for  the  reception  of  her  son } 
he  foand  her  taking  aone  medidnei 
which  wa»  intended  to  {irocare  repo$e» 
but  the  agitation  of  her  mind  was  too 
great  to  submit  to  its  power.  She 
iniKmned  the  lergeant^  .  that  two  days 
befixre^  when  in  a  very  distant. part  oi 
the  country,  she  had,  by  mere  chancei 
become  one  of  the  hearers  of  a  field- 
preacher,  who  in  the  oonm  of  his  ad« 
dresft  (which  was  levelled  at  the  con* 
sciences  of  gross  sinners)  Iiad  mentioned 
the  youth  now  in  the  Castle  by  name, 
and  so  described  his  person,  (though  the 
likeness  toCharles  was  purelyaccidentaif) 
that  she  had  been  induced  to  believe  lie 
was  the  child  she  had  stolen,  and  in- 
stracted  in  theft,  and  that  irom  thst 
moment  her  agonies  of  remorse  had  beea 
'  as  great  as  if  she  had  murdered  him. 
That  she  had  travelled  night  end  daf 
ever  sincOf.  to  viat.and  cofisole  Ivm* 
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aad  at  leqgth  suok  down  overpowered, 
when  she  saw  the  walls  that  inclosed  him*  < 

ft 

Thtt  acooimt  was  interrupted  with, many 
tears  and  ludf^uttered  prayers^  in  the 

language  of  the  preacher,  for  alas !  she 
had  no  wprds  of  her  own,  in  which  to 
nddreas.  the  anftbw  of  hpr  being. 

<<£ut  on  this  headf''  said  the  good 
sergeantt  "  y<?u  may  be  easy  ^  but  1  fear 
there  are  cither  things  upon  your  mind  $ 
your  own  chiidrip  are  not  dead»  as  yoa 
tol4  me }  have  you  any  idea  of  what  is 
become  of  them  ?  . 

.  I  know  Bess  is  dead,''  she  cried 
eagerly,  I  once  saw  hei^  and  deatli 
staring  in  eye^  it  was  the  best  thing 
that  could  happen,  for  she  was  too  pretty 
to .  live  and  do  well — as  to  Billt  he  would 
get  his  bread  any  where^  and'* 

Then  giving  a  terrible  shriek,  she  cried 
out,  you  don't  think  he  is  hanged,  do 
you  sergeant?  it  is  mef  it  is  yne,  1  have 
killed  them  all}  it  is  my  doings it  is 
my  doings/' 
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William^  who  had  listened  to  this  heart- 
rending conversation,  now  stepped  for- 
ward,  and  aatored  her  he  'IMrad;  but  the 
distress  of  her  mindi  omfused  also  by  the 
opiate  she  had  taken,  combined  to  pre- 
vent her  fit)m  understanding  hioi,  so  far 
as  to  believ'e  him.  She  had  m  fxmer  of 
associating  her  poor  ragged,  deserted 
child,  with  the  tall,  well-dressed  young 
man  before  her,  and  the  sergeant  became 
persuaded,  ihat  so  fiur  as  she  did  reeog- 
nise  him,  she  took  him  for  his  fat^i^  j  as 
whenever  she  perceived  him,  she  put  her 
hand  before  her  eyes,  and  muttered  some 
kind  of  exorciflni* 

During   the   whole   n^ht  Wilham 

watched  the  sick  bed  of  his  wretched 

« 

parent,  perpetually  doomed  t0  teeoHect 
the  contrast  it  crffered  with  that  of  poor 
old  Joseph ;  and  vainly  hoping  that  re- 
turning intellect  would  enable  her  to  be 
conscious  o£  his  exiatemSe^  and  that  of 
his  sister  $  and  above  all,  that  she  mi^t 
gain  some  consolation  to  her  wandering 
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but  afflicted  i^iri&'  As  towards  morniDg 
she  sunk  into  a  distnrfaed  flanbcr^  it  wm 
the  opinion  of  tbooe  around  iier»  that  abe 
would  probably  awaken  xeiiefilied  and  in 
her  .senseSf  and  in  this  hope  a  pious 
ckrgyaum  kindly  attended,  and  with 
great  patiencgb  and  in  the  simpieit  lan- 
guage esodeavoui^d  to  make  bijoiseit' 
underwood  by  her}  but  thoi^h  she 
showed  an  air  of  resignation,  and  a, 
determined  suppression  of  complaint, 
it  waa  e^ddent  that  her  au&rii^  -and 
her  fisars  had  rendered  her  incapable 
dOt*  comprehenBiosu  .  WiUiaoi  -  had  the 
aad  aiEitia&ction  fadlieriiig  that  she 
ieco{(niaed  iaim  before  she  died,  and  at' 
knowing  that  he  had  never  leil  her  ibr  a 
adomeot,  although  she  did  pot  expue  till 
the  morning  of  tke  aeoond  day,  when  her 
au&rings  apipeared  to  subside,  and  she 
departed  witliout  a  struggle#. 

Awful  was  this  scene  of  deatli  to  Wil- 
iiam,  aa  it  had  been  to  Charles,  yet  he 
was  thankful  to  providence,  that  lie  had 

u  4t 
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been  enabled  in  any  measure  to  smooth 
the  pillow  of  death  to  one,  who^  though 
bitterly  unworthy  of  the  aame,  was  still 
his  mother.  He  was  glad  that  poor 
Betsy  was  spared  the  sight  of  her  suffer- 
ingSt.  and  haviiig  written  home  for  kmger 
absence,  and  the  advance  of  a  little 
money*  both  of  which  were  readily  grant- 
ed, he  prepared  to  perform  the  last 
duties*  and  follow  his  motiher  to  the 
grave* 

When  all  was  over*  in  the  society  and 
kindness,  the  warm  approbation  and 
sympathy  ci  his  earliest  inend**  William 
found  a  solid  satis&ction  and  settled 
pleasure*  which  £u:  exceeded  even  the 
pain  he  had  so  recently  experienced} 
while  the  good  eld  soldier  seemed  on  his 
part  to  have  renewed  his  hold  on  liie  and 
his  sense  of  enjoyment ;  and  partial  as  he 
professed  himself  to  be  to  York*  from 
•ha:ving  lived  there  the  last  seven  years  in 
much  comibrt  on  a  narrow  income*  .he 
yet  declared  that  he  must  once  more  be- 
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come  a  wanderer^  «id  pitch  his  tent  with 
the  children  he  loved.    •     •       '      !  » 

Bat  you  do  not  enquire,  Willianif 
how  I  acquired  imy  XDOomd  at  aU,'^  said 
the  old  man  one  day^  aa  the  yoang  oiie 
was  admiring  the  neatness  of  his  lodgings^ 
and  the  exactness  which  characterised  all 
his  movements*  -    ,  t 

I  have  no  right  to  do  that/*  said 
William,  but  I  am  heartily  glad  .tQ 
find  ytfu  in  possession  of  so  many  com^^ 
fortSt  and  it  cannot  surprise  apy  body 
wlio  knows  youy'that  somebody  should 
have  provided  for  your  age  by  leaving 
you  a  legacy,  which  I  apprehend  must 
be  the  cause  of  your  income  j  since  as  a 
soldier  you  qovXd  not  earn  the- means  of 
competence*^' 

The  sergeant  at  this  moment  drew  out 
several  drawers  iicom  a  neat  little  oak 
cabinet,  in  which  were  knives  scissais, 
lanceti^a  and  other  useful  articles  of  hard? 
ware,  arrajGiged  in  the  neatest  manner.  — 
^\  To  such  things  as  these/*  said  he,.  <5 1 
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owe  the  litUe  iadepeodeiioe  I  pofBe» 
I  lost  both  my  parents  at  an  earlj  age, 
and  I  was  pli^^d  by  the  po(^-house  as 

*  a  parish  approntice  with  a  cutler ;  pr^ 

*  TiouB  to  tlus  I  had  lived  ia  tbecountiyf 
and  my  hatred  of  a  dose  pent-up  work- 
shop was  suchy  that  during  the  whole 
fourteen  years  which  I  was  compiled  to 
pass  in  one,,  my  distaste  oontimiiedf  and 
I  determined  whenever  I  obtained  my 

,  .    freedom^  at  all  events  to  get  into  the 
country. 

But  dear  hearts  whm  that  ttme  came, 

there  was  no  employment  to  which  I 
could  turn  my  hand  in  the  -situation  I 
wnhed ;  and  as  a  derire  which  I  always 
£^t  to  travel,  increased  upon  me,  and  I 
had  no  one  to  consultt  or  who  cared 
me,  (save  my  sister,)  and  1  was  a^tall 
good-looking  lad,  I  at  length  came  to 
the  resolulaon  of  going  fbr  a  8oldier»  in 
calm  sobei*ness  of  consideratioUt  which  I 
believe  few  young  men  do.  On  telling 
my  master  my  resolution,  though  he  ex* 
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pressed  himself  sorr^»  yet  he  did  notdisi- 
fliiide  Me  mndip  md  on  finding  me  fi^ed 
ke  went  with  ne  te  my  officer^  to  whom 
iie  gave  mt  am  ei^ceUeot  chflcactert  «iid 
befioore  I  Je&  tiie  towOt  he  advised  loe  to 
endeavour  to  deal  m  a  little  way  with 
useful  comoion  artidbs,  such  as  must  be 
ivanted  in  every  community,  and  on 
which  1 0iight  lay  so  sMdenite  a  profity 
as  to  oh^gB  tny  cttstomecB,  and  yet  leave 
myself  ceri;aia  g^uns,  *  which  he  advised 


me  to  lay  u{»  against  the  time  when  I 
might  happen  to  mfurcy. 

**  As  I  had  then  jsome  bounty  money, 
1  took  his  advice,  and  laid  out  all  I  could 
aparct  and  ^he  bad  the  kindness  to  trust 
ns  wi<^  goods  to  the  amount  d^'  two 
guineas  more»  although  it  was  a  «hance, 
you  knowt  that  ever  he  saw  me  again# 
I  was,  however,  iaiterw^utis  a  good  cui^ 
tosoer  to  him,  and  |^d  him  in  the  course 
of  the  following  twenty  years,  many  hun- 
dred pottods.  Por  the  first  five  years  I 

did  little  huB&ieai,  and  even  when  I  he- 
at 6 


TAtn  4>p  TBE  mem; ' 

^an  to  do  batter^  I  made  210  point  oIl 
BSLy  iugfny  profits  i  but  aa  I  Advanced  in  iiie^ 
and  saw  more  oi  it,  I  thought  the  more 
<^  ny  maator^a  advice>  a&d  w  I  imd  by  thk 
time  Implied  aome  of  my  money  to  gain^ 
ing  a  little  knowledge  of  writing  and 
accounts,  I  was  the  better  able  to  manage 
my  business ;  you  will  of  course  concludi^ 
that  in*  the  haraiaing  life  I.ledt  it  was 
only  at  timesp  and  under  particulai*  cir* 
cumstanceSy  that  I. could  either  procure 
good%  or  dbpose  1^  them^  and  that  I 
frequently,  in  my  little  way,  aufi^ed  by 
bad  debts;  however,  as  I  always  sold 
only  that  which  was  really  good  of  its 
kmd,  I  could  generally  command  my 
customers,  and  wlieu,  on  account  of  my 
steadiness  and  my  ieaiaing,  I  was  ad- 
vanced [to  a  halberd,  my  opportunities 
increaMd,-  and  Ltraded  to  beitter  account  { 
and  since  my  retirement^  L  have  still 
done  a  little  as  you  perceive  irom  these 
drawers,  which  contain  the  remains  of  a 
stock  I  am  now  disposing  Great 
shopkeepers  would  laugh  at  my  use  of 
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their  terms  in  my  little  way)  but  1  am 
proud  of  having  it  to  say,  that  there  have 
been  times  when  I  was  trusted  to  the 
amoant  c£  fifty  poimdi^  so  high  was  my 
character  for  honmfy  and  punctuality ; 
anfd  when  I  left  the  armyt  in  which  I 
sewed  forty  years,*  I  was  master  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  acquired  by  these  means 
and  that  of  the  accumulation  of  gains 
regularly  funded.    1  was  never  covetous, 
though  I  was  thus  carefuly  for  i  never  lort 
an  oppcNTtiwity  of  sending  my  sister  some- 
thing, and  I  am  certain  that  my  poor 
comrades^''  — - 

«  Oh,*'  said  William,  my  dear  fiiend, 
spare  yourself  the  trouble  of  justification 
on  that  head ;  I  have  memory  enough  to 
save  you. the  taslu^' 

Had  I  married^*'  conUnued  the  ser*^ 
geant,  *^  I  should  have  been  more  anxious^ 
and  might  have  done  xmxett  ^»  perh^s, 
have  spent  all}  but  the  very  first  cam* 
paign  I  made  determined  ipe  on  that 

*  A  fact. 
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flubject*  Tke  Auiiediiga  I  witaened  many 
poor  women  undergo  brought  me  to  a 
MBoIntioiiy  iwhicb  I  am  notfc  llmnkfiil 
that  1  ke^  aithoHgfa  I  have  beea  as  de» 
sirous  of  a  compauion  as  oiost  .meiu  I 
believe  my  advi^  aod  resolves  had  a 
IJlrnt  influanoe  upon  my  Mter/  although 
«m  imra  parted  iior  many  yaunPt  ai  tbi^ 
like  myfielj^  never  took  a  partnert  but 
always  looked  to  speadmg  the  remainder 
ot*iier  days  witb  me^  which  iiappily  took 
place.  l£  you  think  it  aurpnaiiig  thata^ 
soldier  should  save  a  competence,  whA 
do  you  say  to  a  servant  girl  doing  the 
same^  fiot  yoatiumt  <)bsar  mat  was  after 
a  iMg  life  ol^senritttdot  ibr  «my  sa^^er  was 
a  little  older  than  me»'' 

"  I  can  only  say,  that  I  am  glad  to 
hem  of  it$  hot  I  fear  dm  will  have  few 

^  My  sistejL*  entered  life  under  the  same 
un&vourable  xurcumstancas  with  myself; 
she  became  at  m*fiery  early  age  the  ser« 
vant.  of  a  widow,  who  supported  herseli' 
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and  daughtan  1^  keeptnga  grocBr^B  sbop, 
and  Haimah  had  the  drudgery  of  that 
busiiMss  to  do  in  addttion  to  her  wofk  in 

« 

tiie  house.  This  eventually  led  to  b&c 
serving  in  the  shop,  wliich  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  her  attaining  the  independence 
of  which  I  spoke,  for  herselfi  and  the 
means  of  her .  assisting,  for  nutny  years, 
to  support  a  famify  of  orjidians.  Youj^il 
hear  ail  her  history  soine  day^  'tis  enough 
to  say  for/  the  present,  that,  after  a  servi- 
tude of  sixty  years,  this  good  creature 
had  the  satisfaction  of  ending  her  days 
with  that  brother,  she  had  ever  fondly 
loved.  She  was  an  excellent  manager 
of  our  litde  froperty^  and  wfiea  I 
returned  home^  after  a  IcHig  rambi^  or 
a  day's  fishing,  I  ever  found  a  neat  meal, 
a  cheerful  reception,  and  a  pleasant, 
though  plain  account  of  the  book  she 
had  been  reading/'  *    * " 

!^  Then  she  had  picked  up  a  little  edu- 
cation?'*     •  • 

^<  She  iearoed  to  read  when  toni^  of 
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Mcy^  but,  although  a  shopkeeper  for  so 
many  years,  never  obtained  any  know- 
ledge of  ciphering,  much  lea  witting  ; 
yet,  in  the  whole  course  of  that  time, 
never  had  a  dispute  as  to  the  accuracy 
of  her  accounts.  By  a  method  which  she 
taught  herself,  she  was  enabled  to  l<eokon 
with  facility,  iand  even  to  register  her 
transactions,  so  as  to  enable  her  to  con- 
vey the  necessary  information  to  her  em- 
ployers,  to  whom  die  n^gulariy  carried 
that,  and  the  day*book  every  night,  and 
never  permitted  any  circumstance  to  ex- 
cuse'them  from  entering  it}  being,  in 
this  particular,  as  pertinacious  in  obtain* 
ing  attentiouy  as  in  every  other,  she  was 
ibund  modest,  retiring,  and  submissive, 
at  once  a  humble  servant,  and  yet'  an 
unwearied  bead[actor,aa  many,  now  living 
can^  testiiy.  Poor  thing  1  how  happy  was 
it  for  her,  that,  when  all  the  labours  of 
her  long  life,  were  over,  she  couid-find 
such  pleasure  in  reading  j  books  of  tra* 
vels  were  her  principal  delight,  wiiich, 
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probably^  arose  from  the  iafcereat  she  took 
in  every  thing  relative  to  me  j  but  much 
higher  wara  the  comforfai  ahe  derived 
from  studyiog  the  New  Testamentt  aod 
reading  such  tracts  ot'  divinity  as  lift  the 

'  heart  to  heaven^  through  the  mediation 
ctf  the  JRedeemer :  ah  1  how  truly  might 

.  it  be  saidt  *  we  took  sweet  counsel  .toge* 
ther^  and  walked  in  the  house  of  God  as 
friends/  " 

The  sergeant  avoie^  and  took  several 
turns  in  the  room,  before  he  could  sub- 
due the  emotion^  the  remembrance  of  his 
sister  naturally  excited }  but  when  Wil^ 
liam  observed,  that  his  wonted  resign* 
^tion  to  the  divine  will  (and  the  calm  hope 
of  a  happy  re-union,  which  was  the  food 
of  comfort  to  his  mind,)  had  regained  its 
power,  he  pressed  upon  him  his  ardent 
wishes,  that  he  would  remove  to  Jiis  place 
of  residence,  and  seek,  in  the  affectionate 
society  of  Beti^  and  himself,  a  poor  subt 
stitute  for-  the  excellent  companicm  ei* 
which  he  was  bereaved* 
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■  • 

'Tis  trae»''  Mid  WiUiun^    yoa  wiU 

have  a  great  loss  c^^  your  gopd  friend  and  , 
invalaable  minister,  Mr.  G  ^  but  our 
netor  ii  aba  a  yery  good  ttiaii.(  and, 
though  we  have  not  so  many  oioe  cshorches 
^  as  you  have  here^  yet  we  have  preaching 
very  near  us,  and  now  and  then,  it  is  very 
good,  I  wmom  yoo/^ 

1  doubt       it  isk  ^uad  mw  and  titeu 

m 

I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  it }  for  Gnd  ior^ 
l)id  that  I  should  dare  to  despise  that 
which  he  has,  in  many  inikaDefiSy  evi 
ileatly  hiessfid}  but  ii*  L  come  amoiigst  | 
you,  William,  I  must  insist  upon  it,  that 
I  have  ^erifect  liberty  to  do  as  I  fdeaie  m 
this  respect^  that  I  am  ufALher  WBy^gid^ 
,  exhortedf  itpproachedt  or  toraeated  in 
any  way,  by  the  good  people  about  you  i 
no  not  even  by  £liaabeUi  berself'/' 
-^'iShe  is  the  last  pei:son  livuig,  wiio 
.  ivould  think  of  such  a  thing.  Oh  no! 
her  humility  is  genuine,  not  afiected^ 
faeadss  she  is  a  eonstant  chuwb-woniso 
herself.   1  don't  know  one  pwson  who 
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w6uld  think  of  lecturing  you^  unless  it 
was  Susan  Humphries,  and  she  is  now 
leaving  the  country/* 

On  further  enquiry,  as  the  good  ser- 
geant found,  that  Mr.  Humphries  was 
likely  to  be  admitted  soon  to  fill  that 
place  as  a  round  preacher,  which  the  am- 
bition of  km  wife  had  soi  long  desired, 
he  consented  that  whenever  two  people 
removed,  whom  he  oon^dered  as  the  only 
^  impediments  to  his  comforts  and  liberty 
of  action,  he  would  once  more  change 
his  abode,  and  seek,  in  the*evening  of  his 
days,  for  those  childliSce  attentions,  and 
duteous  cares,  which  the  warm  heart  of 
William  so  evident! j  accorded  him  $  and 
delighted  widi  this  promise,  the  young 
man  departed. 


Digitized  by 


260  TALES  OF  THE  FBIORY 


CHAP.  XV. 

I 

Tiie  broken  soldier  kindly  bade  to  stay, 
Sat  by  his  fire  and  passed  the  night  away. 
Talk'd  o'er  his  wounds^with  tales  of  battle  doD^ 
Shonkler'd  iui  cnHtb.midibow'd  horn  fields  were  mm. 

GoLDSKim 

Wh£K  WiUiam  presented  hinueU*  at 
Elizabetb^a  cottage^  the  joyful  welcome 
with  which  he  was  received,  and  the 
events  lie  related,  were  listened  to  with  a 
sympathy  which  exceeded  even  that  so 
lately  accorded  to  Charles*  Betty  with 
characteristic  piety,  observed  that,  "  she 
thought  that  hia  erring  parent,  of  the  twot 
came  to  a  better  end  than  the  rich  sin* 
ner  had  done,"  but,  ^  observing,  that  on 
this  subject,  William  could  not  take  the 
comfort  she  wished  to  bestow,  with  h^ 
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usual  good  sense^  she  dropped  it  en- 
tirely. 

Frank  had  been  diBpatcbed  &ir  Betsy 
and  Mary,  and  in  a  short  time»  they,  to- 
gether with  Charles,  arrived  i  the  latter, 
in  his  ardent  and  long  embracjs,  seemed  to 
tell  his  more  than  brother,  that  he  now  re- 
lied more  than  ever  on  him  for  counsel  and 
assistuice,  and  iiis  first  words  were  those 
of  apology  fw  having  ventured  to  take  a 
share  of  the  house  during  his  absence  $ 
but,'^  he  added,  eagerly,  <^  you  will  like 
it,  I  am  sure,  ibr  it  is  so  very  snug  and 
camfortable,  you  can't  think;  so  very 
different  from  the  frightful  great  rooms 
at  the  Hall,  with  their  daric,  swe^ii^ 
curtains  and  ghastly  looking-glasses,  you 
can  no^  imagine*^' 

^<  Yes,  I  can,  Charles,  for  I  have  seen 
grand  rooms  and  splendid  mirrors  myself, 
during  my  journey.'* 

**They  are  shocking  things  to  my 
mindi  for  I  durst  not  look  up  fi»r  fear  of 
seddg.n^lf  or  somebody  dtoe  at  full 
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leagtb  ?  Well  1 1  hope  oever  to  have  aay 
of  them  staring  sights  to  go  through 
again ;  give  me  a  little  parloor,  a  little 
gat dra  witb  pieaty  of  floweirs,  ami  our 
dear  mother  to  take  care  of  it/'  % 
« In  time  you  may  wish  for  a  little  wife, 
ChiflMi^' 

did  not  ihiak  o£  tlmU  l^ut  evea 

thfin— 

**Ah,  even /Ae«,"  said  Betty,  your 
otether  will  not  be  dewrted,  for  paer 
Fxank  will  be  with  her»  and  1  what  a 
scm  had  lie  not  aUe^dy  proved  himself/' 

The  word-  "  wife,*'  brought  ready 
Uttdwa  on  the  cbeehs  of  Betay,  while  it 
dkfdaced.thetti  on  Mary's  anxious  coun« 
tenance.  William  wa$  not  long  unin- 
formed  of  this  circumstance,  that  young 
Smtti  D  had  mide  proposab  to  hia  sister, 
which  wer^s  well  received^  and  added 
greatly  to  his  happiness^  by  ppening  an  ,ex- 
cdlent  prospect  to  her.  On  hi s  first  inter- 
imtwith  Mr.  Thomdifiw  hafeond  that 
liainiphsiea  being  impatient  to  depart*  it 
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waft  settled  that  he  sbeuld  go  on  the  fol- 
lowing week,  and  further  agieed  by  Mr^r 
Tamlinson'  and  biaiy  tkat  as  the  housef 
where  he   had  resided  was  the  only 
proper  one  for  tlie  overlooker  of  the  poc^ 
tery,  that  William  should  be  settled  in  it 
immediately,  and  invested  with  the  cares 
and  emohzments  accorded  to  the  late 

* 

inhabitant. 

A  dtuatfon  of  so  much  importance, 
eould  not  but  be  received  most  thankfully 
byour  poor b^ggar«boy;  but  his  deep  sense 
of  its  many  duties  in  the  first  mament, 
rendered  its  awful  responsibility  almost 
oppressive  to  him.   He  Booth  heweveri 
regained  his  spirits/  and  1ms  warm  g^afci^ 
tude  to  his  generous  masters  was  evktced 
by  entering  with  all  his  powars  into  the 
^  duties  of  his  situation.   He,  however 
added  to  this  every  kind  attention  to 
the  situation  of  Charles,  and  the  future 
residence  of  his  sister;  and  his  good 
health,  exact  habits^  and-  natund  agility 

rendered  him  equal  to  the  various  bnsi- 
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ness  which  now  pressed  upon  him,  and 
every  day  confirmed  hi*  employers  in  the 
beiM'  tbatf  young  as  he  was^  their  confi- 
dence in  him  was  in  every  respect  pro* 
perly  placed. 

WImii  the  time  arrived  for  Humphries 
to  quit  his  situation^  his  household  furni- 
ture was  soldi  and  Mr.Tomlinson  ad- 
vanced William  twenty  pounds,  witli 
which  to  purchase  ncceMuyries^  observing, 
at  the  same  time^  that  if  be  should  be 
so  fortunate  as  to  hear  of  a  lodger  who 
would  take  the  rooms  once  occupied  by 
Mr«  Thomclifl^  he  woold  -urillingly  lend 
him  the  means  of  furnishing  thenu  Wil- 
liam's n^iiiyd  naturally  reverted  to  the 
good  sergeant's  promisei  and  he  became 


■ 

J 

his  future  house  an  agreeable  home  to 
the  friend  of  his  infancy.  While  he  was 
debating  on  the  power  of  doing  this,  that 
good  iHiend  who  had  of  course  heard 
from  him  and  Betsy  an  account  of  all 
their  movements,    suddenly  appeared 
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before  him  accompanied  by  a  waggon  load 
of  neat  furniture,  and  thus  obviated  all 
his  wantSi  save  for  the  personal  acootn- 
modations  of  one  for  whom  he  felt  so 
anxiously^  and  who^  in  this  very  action, 
as  he  voluntarily  upon  himseli'  the  cha« 
racter  of  a  father,  claimed  the  tenderest 
caies  of  a  son. 

William's  trouble  did  not  continue 

■ 

long,  for  even  while  the  sergeant  was 
assuring  him,  that  an  old  soldier  could 
lie  down  in  any  comer  and  eat  a  bit  of  any 
thing/'  Mr.  Thorncli£fe,  who  had  stepped 
into  the  house  to  assist  William  by  his 
advice  came  up,  and  insisted  on  taking 
Mr.  Hallam  home  with  him  until  every 
thiiig  in  the  house  should  be  made  com- 
fortable. This  attention  to  the  good  old 
man,  (who  received  it  with  the  respect 
due  to  a  commanding  officer,  joined  to 
the  ease  of  one  who  has  seen  much  of 
the  world,)  was  exceeduigly  gratifying 
to^Wiiham,  who«  conscious  of  the  kind 
attention  he  would  receive  from  Mrs* 
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Tiiorncli£fef  and  the  pleasure  he  mu&t 
have  in  seeing  Betsey^  beheld  his  master 
and  liis  friend  depart  together,  with  sen- 
sations that  the  ndbUe,  the  wealthy,  even 
the  virtuous  might  bave  envied. 

Charles,  Betty,  and  poor  frank,  de- 
lighted with  what  they  conceived  an  ac« 
quisition  to  WiUiam,  hastened  to  uq-  | 
pack  the  sergeant's  furniture,  which 
consisted  of  the  two  good  beds  lately 
occupied  by  himself  and  his  sister,  ana 
the  bright  chairs,  and  taUes  of  their 
pretty  sitting-room,  together  with  the 
drawers  whicli  contained  his  remaining 
stock  in  trade,  his  books,  clothes,  iic 
These  things  were  disposed  in  eveiy 
possible  way,  until  the  very  best  situatiou 
)\'as  discovered  for  them,  which  William  j 
defined  to  be  that  in  which  they  looked 
as  they  ased  to  do ;  nor  did  he  rest  till 
Mfs.  Hannah's  tea^diest  was  placed  on 
the  table  under  the  little  oval  glass ;  and 
the  sergeant's  sword  was  hung  over  the 
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chimney-plecc,  as  he  bad  seen  it  in  his 
former  abode. 

Befiure  our  young  favourite  had  finish*  * 
ed  his  arraugementSy  the  lover  of  Betsey 
returned,  accompanied  by  his  only  sister, 
the  youngest  child  of  the  farmer,  who 
came  to  assist  him  in  making  prepar- 
.  ations  for  hegiuning  business.  This 
young  man  was  very  agreeable  to  William, 
and  in  the  activity  and  steadiness  be 
evinced^  won  so  much  upon  Mr#  Hallam, 
that  he  declared  it  was  his  intention  to  pre* 
sent  Betsey  with  fifty  pounds,  as  a  wed- 
ding pcNTtton,  and  that  he  should  event*- 
uaUy  divide  his  propeity  between  her  and 
William,  whose  only  wish  was,  that 
many,  ma7ii/,  years  might  pass,  before  lud 
received  the  legacy ;  but  so  far  as  |uch 
expectation  added  to  his  personal  import- 
ance, he  was  thankful  ibr  it.  His  situ- 
ation at  present  was  one  of  difficulty,  for 
he  was  called  upon  to  direct  a  numbef  of 
men  older  than  himself,  many  of  whom 
knew  him  in  his  poorest  days ;  and  .^l- 
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though  he  was  admired  by  all,  and  be* 
loved  by  manyi  there  was  still  a  lurking 
jealousy  about  some,  that  often  thwarted 
his  views,  and  continually  sought  to 
derogate  from  his  power.  To  be  go- 
verned by  a  beggar,  was  hard  upon 
people,  who  had  never  known  beggary ; 
but  if  he  was  a-kin  to  somebotfy^  that  bad 
^omethingf  why,  that  altered  the  case/' 
William,  anxious  to  conciliate  all,  so  that 
he  did  not  compromise  tlie  interests  of 
the  concern,  found  the  benefit  of  in* 
creased  importance,  therefore,  in  the 
presence  of  his  friend,  who  soon  became 
himself  an  object  of  much  interest  to  all 
the  new  neighbourhood  in  which  he  had 
fixed  his  residence  i  and  as  he  was  at 
that  period  of  life,  when  power  is  dear 
even  to  the  best  regulated  mind,  it  is 
natural  to  conclude  that  his  happiness 
was  every  way  increased  by  his  removal. 

When  William's  house  was  ready, 
Betsey  and  the  old  soldier  removed  thither 
together,  accompanied  by  many  tokens 
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of  good-will  from  the  Hall,  and  the 
tears  of  all  the  children.    Pleased 'with 
the  hou8e>  aod  afi^ted  by  William's  at* 
tenuon  to  ail  those  pecularities  which 
grow  upon  a  bachelor's  habits  and  ar- 
rangements, whether  in  low,  or  humble 
Itfe^  sergeant  Haliam  declared  that  hence- 
fi>rward»  the  garden  should  be  his  charge^ 
and  his  amusement ;  and  the  diligence 
with  which  be  applied  himself  to  im- 
provement in  it,  kept  pace  with  his 
proiessions.    But  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  a  manufactory  furnished  other  objects 
of  attention.    He  had  considerable  skill 
in  surgery,  and  many  a  wounded  joint 
drew  round  him  claimants  on  his  know<« 
ledgCj  and  subjects  for  his  charity.  He 
had  seen  many  countries,  fought  in  many 
battles^  and  as  aummer  advanced,  and 
he  sat  undei:  the  little  arbour,  which 
he  had  latticeil,  many  loiterers  of  the 
more  intelligent  among  the  workmen, 
loved  to  enquire  about  his  wounds,  and 
lead  bimt     to  shoulder  his  crutch,  and 
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show  how  fields  were  won;'*  and  with 
their  masters,  he  was  in  still  higher  re- 
qoisitioD^  for  they  found  in  his  strong 
sense,  genuine  benevolence,-  and  expe- 
rience, much  quiet  amusement,  and  resk 
information. 

In  tlie  course  of  the  summer  Betsey 
was  married,  and  removed  to  her  new 
habitation,  which  was  neatly  fitted  up  for 
her  in  every  respect,  and  wliere  she  en- 
tered on  her  new  duties  with  that  modest 
activity  which  distinguished  her  as  a 
de,  industrious,  sensible  girL  At  the 
same  time,  Frank  was  enabled  to  open 
his  school  with  every  prospect  of  suo* 
cess,  as  such  an  establishment  was  much 
wanted  in  the  place,  and  he  was  con- 
sidered competent  to  all  be  nn^tertoolr, 
except  the  management  €ji  rade^  unto* 
ward  children,  for  which  hk  yonth  and 
persdn  appeared  to  unfit  him ;  but  here 
the  good  sergeant  became  a  person  of 
great  consequence  and  utility,  he  never 
failed  to  visit  the  place  at  least  once  a 
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day^  and  the  statelioess  of  liis  form,  his 
deliberate  speech,  his  military  enforce- 
ment of  order,  produced  the  happiett 
oflects.   Happy  was  the  urchin  wliose 
effiurts  were  rewai^ded  by  bis  nod  of  ap^ 
proval^  and  bitterly  ashamed  were  those 
narked  out  aB  subjects  of  his  retnon- 
atrance,  or  punishment;  auid  as  it  was 
never  known  exactly  when  he  would 
make  his  appearance,   fear  and  hope 
operated,  until  discipline  became  ri^u^ 
larly  established,  and  the  labours  of  the 
young  man  were  rendered  comparatively . 
easy. 

Bxactly  in  proportioii  as  this  poor 
youth  felt  himself  estimated  in  soci^y, 

so  did  the  asperity  of  his  temper  soil;en, 
and  whatever  was  }iard,  proud,  indig. 
oant,  and  unworthy  in  bis  spirit  gave 
way,  melting  like  ide  beneath  the  beaaos 
af  love  and  kindness.  WJi^ilst  he  coa^ 
ceived  himself  scorned  by  the  world, 
nooriiriied  ev^ry  hatful  feeling  against 
that  woridy  and  he  now  reflected,  vith 
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deep  repentance,  on  the  qonduct  be  had 
displayed  towards  Elizabeth  on  his  first 
going  to  her,  although,  in  her  qpinimit 
it  was  wholly  obliterated  by  his  devoted 
attention  to  her  during  her  long  sicknesSt 
and  that  singleness  of  afTection,  which  he 
evinced  for  her,  and  which  seemed  to 
absorb  all  that  was  kind  in  his  nature^ 
This  was  not»  however,  the  case,  for  his 
heart  now  expanded  to  all  that  were  con* 
nected  with  her,  and  in  the  good-will 
they  evinced  for  each  other,  he  was  led 
to  see  how  much  their  happiness  was 
increased,  by  those  courtesies  he  had 
fbraierly  despised»  and  that  subdual  of 
every  angry  passion  he  had  so  long  in* 
dulged  in.  This  urbanity  of  disposition 
was  ioon  extended  to  the  more  amiable 
part  of  his  pupils,  to  whom  be  was  an 
indefatigable  teacher,  but  to  the  un- 
traceable he  was  inclined  to  be  severe, 
becauae  he  ccmnected  the  idea  of  per- 
sonal  disrespect  with  their  error :  —  it  is, 
however,  certain  that  he  was  a  good  mas* 
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%er  to  ally  and  that  when  Betty  sai  down 
in  an  evening  to  listen  to  him  reading,  on 
her  right  iiand,  or  Charles,  relating  some 
.proof  of'  William's  cleverness,  on  her  leftg 
there  were  few  mothers  more  happy  in 
the  sons  whom  she  had  thus  saved  fron^ 
misery  and  guilt,  to  behold  happy,  re- 
spectable, and  useful  mem 


There  is  no  doing  without  a  mistress 
in  the  house,**  said  the  sergeant,  no\*^ 
Betsey  is  gone*** 

William  assented*  9ikd  with  a  scune* 
what  heightened  colour,  observed,  ^<  tliat, 
if  his  friend  had  no  objection,  he  would 
bring  one  into  the  house  in  another 
week/* 

**  None  at  all,  William ;  but,  before  she 
<»mes»  I  must  inform  ypu  how  you  -stand 
in  the  world.*' 

William  thought  he  had  known  exactly, 
but  he  listened  witii  a  look  indicative  of 
submissive  attention. 
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•«  You  know,  William,  exactly  what 
inoney  I  fttn  possessed  of ;  atid  I  hope 
you  also  know,  how  sincerely  I  wish  to 
benefit  you,  by  helping  you  with  any 
means  I  have }  but,  as  you  must  be  aware 
there  is  a  risk  in  all  trade,  so  you 
must  see,  that  I  should  be  much  to  blame 
if'  I  suffered,  even  my  affections  for  you 
to  lead  me  to  place  that  by  which  I  eat 
my  daily  bread  in  any  dubious  situation ; 
since,  if  it  were  lost,  my  poverty  would  be 
to  you  a  source  of  unbounded  wretched^ 
ness.  I,  therefore,  cannot  touch  that 
which  I  deem  exclusively  my  own,  but  of 
the  SO(A.  Ml  me  by  my  sbter,  out;  of  - 
which  I  made  Betsey  a  present,  I  will 
give  you  also  £0L,  and  lend  you  SOOL  I 
have  spoken  to  Mr.  Thomdiffe,  who  has 
kindly  promised  that  Charles  and  you 
shall  be  allowed  a  ^OOh^share  in  the 
business  between  you  from  next  Christ-* 
ifias^  which  is  to  accumulate  its  profits 
till  it  is  doubled ;  after  which  you  may 
manage  the  matter^  9S  your  increased 
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wnntft  and  expenditure  may  reoder*  it 
^nvenient/^ 

William  would  eagerly  have  expressed 
the  thanks  which  yet  he  found  difficult  to 
proaouAce^  bat  the  4aAA  mm  continued* 

Now  many  a  young  woman  would  like 
to  take  the  dOL,  to  make  themselves  and 
the  house  smart»  and  as  Mary  is  a  good 
looking!  tasty  girl>  perhaps  she  may»  but 

Oh !  no,  no/*  cried  William,  "  Mary 
Inn  a  great  deal  too  mudl  good  sense  to 
think  of  such  a  thing.  I  assure  yaoj 
thoQgii  she  is  always  neat  and  smart, 
^d  even  (xmceives  it  her  duty  to  appear 
creditable  to  the  place  she  fills  (  yet  i£ 
Mary  had  not  been  kept  poor  by  the 
wants  of  her  sickly  father,  she  would  have 
:sav«d  money  as  Betsy  did,  althougli  her 
wages  wer«  moderate  as  tiracRs  go»  for 
Mrs.  GreviUe  does  not  appixwe  of  high 
wages.  As  to  the  house,  ^ir,  it  wants 
only  her  in  it,  to  be  all  I  can  wish;  ai|d  I 
know  slie  will  make  it  as  neat  as  youi*  own 
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sigler  could  have  done.  That  I  should 
have  a  house  at  all — such  a  house  too  as. 
thist  with  eroy  comfort  about  me ;  you 
'mik  me,  and  dear  Mary  comng  to  .me } 
Qfaf  'tis  too  much  ---too  much*'' 

William  threw  himself  into  a  chair, 
and  covering  his  face  with  his ,  handssi 
wept  freely;  his  heart,  humbled  by  a 
sense  of  divine  goodness,  was  yet  exalted 
by  the  gratitude  he  felt  for  the  blessings 
which  surrounded  him,  and  wiiich  were 
the  dearer  to  his  feelings  the  more  they 
were  extended  to  those  he  loved. 

"When  William  rose  from  this  sweet  in- 
dulgence  of  awakened  thankfulness,  the 
first  thing  he  did  was,  ia  his  own  opinion, 
the  best  way  of  proving  a  just  sense  of 
^Ike  blessings  he  enjoyed.   Charles  was 
about  to  write,  as  he  had  been  com- 
manded to  his  patron,  and  as  his  letters 
were  all  of  William's  dictating,  he  de- 
♦  termined  to  use  the  opportunity  of  endea- 
voming  to  benefit  Mr.  £l[ardy,  by  neiDOm- 
'mending  him  to  the  Baronett  He  was 
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happy  in  ins  applicatkm,  for  a  nobtemao 
who  was  then  visiting  Sir  Charl«s^  Imij^ 
pened  to  waat  a  person  of  this  descrip* 
tion,  and  was  so  pleased  with  the  simple 
yet  nmnly  stile  of  Charles's  letter,  that 
he  lost  no  time  in  sending  for  Hardy, 
who.  since  his  liberation  had  been»  as  WiU 
liam  knew,  in  that  part  of  the  country,  - 
At  Harctf  really  underatood  agriciil* 
tttrst  Aod  was  evidently  a  man  of  re* 
spectable  educatioiH  and  one  who  was 
much  reduced  in  life,  his  noble  employer 
engaged  him  on  liberal  temi8»  and 
treated  him  with  that  personal  attention 
which  is  ever  so  welcome  from  the  grea^  ' 
and  which  rarely  fails  to  elicit  the  most 
Kvely  gratitude.   So  warmly  were  the 
feelings  of  Hardy  awakened,  that  he 
could  not  forbear  setting  out  immediately 
to  thank  William  for  a  recomn[iendation 
which  promised  snch  '  happy  conse- 
quences, for  h&  was  f  uUy  aware  to  whom 
he  was  indebted,  as  Charles's  letter  had 
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mentioned  the  name  of  William  as  his 
vou€her« 

When  ilt.  Hardy  arrived  at  the  vik 
tege^  he  began  to  think  he  had  doaaa 
feooliah  things  for  he  had  little  money  to 
gpendt  and  though  William'a  appearance 
was  highly  respectable  at  York^  yet  it  was 
utterly  unlikely  that  he  had  the  power  of 
^tertaining  him«  He  was  therefore  not 
a  little  surprisedi  when  he  was  shown  to 
such  a  respectable  habitation  as  that  mm 
inhabited  by  the  poor  boy,  whom  a  &v 
years  before  was  driven  from  his  house  hy 
the  unfounded  passion  and  unmeaning 
threats  which  he  had  exhibited.  Nor 
was  he  less  ashamedi  than  he  had  been 
4tiirpri8ed  When  he  was  intn^nced  to 
that  poor  woman  who  had  nourished 
the  plant  on  which  he  had  trampled  i 
and  that  venerable  old  maui  whose  pene« 
trating  eye  .told  him  too  well  that  he  could 
estimate  the  difference  between  them. 

William  was,  however,  truly  glad  to 
•ee  him,  and  to  congratulate  him  on  his 
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good  fortune,  and  he  pressed  him  so  ear* 
Betdy  to  remain  with  him  for  two  or 
three  days,  (which  his  engagemrat  did 
not  deny  him  the  right  to  do,)  that  he 
consented,  and  soon  lost  every  uneasy 
aensation,  in  witnesinng  the  activity,  abi- 
lity,  and  happiness,,  of  his  once  despised 
vagabond. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

■ 

Here  was  a  lover  fond,  a  friend  sineere. 
Here  was  content  and  joy,  for  she  was  here. 

^*  I  wish/'  saidMr.Greviliet  to  his  ineod 
Mr.  HiltODt  that  .you  would  do  me  the 
favour  to  marry  a  couple  for  me,  on 
Monday,  for  I  am  to  give  away  the  bride, 
who  has  been  my  servant  above  seven 
years,  in  which  case,  I  always  give  a 
wedding  dinner*'^ 

With  all  my  heart ;  so  much  of  our 
domestic  comfort,  and  indeed  the  general 
well-being  of  society,  depends  upon  that 
class  of  people,  that  I  think  when  they 
act  properly,  (which,  is  now-a-days  seldom 
the  case,)  we  cannot  do  too  much  to 
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encourage  others  to  ibilow  their  example* 
Will  you  have  any  other  company 

^<  Oh,  yes,  my  good  iieighbour  Thoi^n- 
cliJQGe,  bis  amiable  wife^  and  some  of  their 
children^  au  old  sergeant,  who  is  worthy 
of  being  a  general  of  invalids,  and  an  old 
woman  who  is  above  all  praise*  There 
are  several  more  of  their  firiends  whom  I 
wish  to  have,  and  for  whom  Mrs.  Gre- 
ville  has  provided^  but  as  so  large  a  party 
will  be  too  much  for  her,  (as  her  kindness 
is  far  above  her  strength,)  I  have  declined 
inviting  them,  they  will  meet  altogether 
at  the  house  of  the  new  married  couple, 
in  the  evening.'^ 

.  I  have  heard  many  praise-worthy 
things  of  Mrt  Thornclifie,  for  the  last 
year,  or  two  i  but  have  never  happened 
to  meet  him  since  the  evening  you  took 
me  to  his  house,  when  I  confess,  I  was 
terriUy  annoyed  by  the  Methodist 
preacher,  and  his  female  satellite.'' 

You  were  younger  then,  my  friendt 
than  you  are  now^  and  suiered  yourseli* 
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to  be  disgusted  where  700  ou^t  only  to 
have  found  oepaskmfor  forbearance,  and  a 
lesson  fox  exertion  in  your  own  duties^ 
M  I  dare  say  you  have  since  discovered. 
Such  ieseotishavebeen^ceif  on  me  many 
a  time»  and  I  r^oice  to  say,  the  result 
has  been^  increased}  humility  towards 
God,  extended  anxiety  for  the  present 
dud  eternal  good  of  my  parishiimers,  and 
redoubled  exertfons  ior  their  welfare 
and  see  I  -~  see,  how  I  am  repaid  1'* 

«  I  know  your  congregation  is  very 
fouriefamg  now,  when  I  last  pfcedied 
for  you,  I  saw  with  pleasure,  Thorn* 
diffe  and  his  family,  in  their  seat,  aad 
a  number  of  his  workmen  about  the 
place;  your  Sonday-echeol  also  wasTery 
fuU,  and  the  children  admirably  r^u- 
lated>' 

That  was  in  winter,  when  I  was  ill, 
were  you  to  see  them  now,  what  would 
you  say  ?  The  old  sergeant  has  brought 
up  all  the  stragglers,  among  people  of 
his  own  age }  the  pretty  young  shop- 
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keepers  have  been  attractive  to  persons 
of  Ihdr  own  :  the  crooked  schoolmaster, 
cfontinues  to  improve  my  Sunday  sdiolarSt 
many  of  whom  are  his  own,  and  the 
pretty  youth  who  lives  with  him,  sings 
like  an  angel;  all  come  constantly  to 
church,  all  look  up  to  their  minister  as 
their  friend,  and  teacher  j  and  if  some  of 
them  go  to  meeting  also,  surely  I  have 
1)0  right  to  complain  ?  Every  one  knows 
his  own  wants  best,  and  it  is  very  pos- 
sible that  in  dealing  out  the  bread  of  life, 
I  do  not  suit  every  man's  palate,  or  sup* 
ply  every  man's  necessities/*  ' 

Or  please  every  man's  caprices, 
ignonoice  and  conceit  you  may  say,  my 
dear  Sir/' 

* 

<^  No,  no,  I  will  say  nothing  of  the 
kind }  there  have  beenikults  on  both  sides* 
Some  years  ago,  when  our  venerable 
sovereign  *  was  asked  <  how  he  liked  a 
sermon,'  (preached  by  a  young  man  at 

•  A  fecu 
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Windflor,)  he  answered,  with  his  usual 
good  seusei  and  characteristic  piety: 
<  the  language  was  very  elegant,  and  the 
doctrines,  so  far  as  they  went,  unexcep* 
tionabie^  but  there  was  not  enough  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  tiie  sermon,  to  inform 
and  satisfy  a  Ciiristian  congregation/ 
Such  were  my  sermons  in  the  days  that 
are  past,  although  I  loved  my  people, 
and  sincerely  desired  their  good }  I  trust 
we  now  mutually  understand  our  relative 
duties  better  than  we  did  then,  and  that 
our  union  is  established  on  the  best  found- 
ation. That  they  are  returned  to  me  at 
all  I  sincerely  thank  my  Heavenly  Father, 
but  I  should  be  ungrateful  not  to  say 
that  his  humble  instruments  have  been 
£)lizabeth,  and  her  beggar  boys. 


About  six  years  afiker  the  above  story 
was  written,  a  gentleman  who  had  read 
it,  and  experienced  more  than  common 
interest  in  the  poor  pe(^le  whose  history 
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it  has  attempted  to  delineate^  having  oc« 
casioa  to  travel  near  that  part  of  the 

country,  where  Mr.  Thornclifie's  manu- 
factory was  carried  on,  determined  to 
give  one  day  to  investigating  the  state  of 
the  parties  at  that  time }  and  he  was  more 
particularly  led  to  this  enquiry,  because 
the  writer  of  the  story  had,  from  a  mate- 
rial removal  in  her  own  family,  entirely 
lost  sight  of  them. 

As  the  gentleman  approached  the  vil« 
lage,  on  that  side  where  the  manufactory 
was  builti  he  perceived  with  pleasure 
a  long  row  of  neat,  brick  buildings 
which  had  evidently  been  raised  within 
a  short  time  for  the  convenience  of  the 
manufacturers ;  and  therefore  spoke  the 
increasing  importance  of  the  concern. 
So  many  and  so  rapid,  however,  had  been 
the  changes  of  property  within  late  years, 
that  it  crossed  the  gentleman's  mind  with 
much  pain,  that  tiiese  buildings  were  pro- 
bably raised  by  some  new  purchaser  of 
jthe  concern,  who  possessed  a  property 
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more  adequate  to  the  wants  evidently 
required  by  the  extensive  buildings,  with 
their  immense  chimnies^  which  now 
were  spread  before  him. 

Three  carts  laden  with  crates  of  earthen 
ware>  which  soon  passed  bim^  relieved 
this  apprehension,  for  on  their  broad 
fronts  were  legibly  painted,  the  firm  of 
«  Thorncliffe,  Warren,  and  Co/* 

Is  Mr.  Warren's  house  near  this 
place  said  the  gentiieman  to  the  mm 
who  drove  the  last  cart. 

"  Yes,  it  be  close  by,  when  you've 
turned  that  corner,  it  stands  in  a  garden, 
and  have  a  new  bow  winder  at  this 
end/' 

Perhaps  you  know  Mr.  Warren,  and 
can  tell  me  if  he  is  at  home 

^<  Why,  as  to  knowing  him,  most  loike 
I  do,  for  he  be  my  master,  and  I  ha  no- 
thing to  say  against  him,  that's  for  cer- 
tain, but  I  know'd  him  first  of  any  body 
i  this  country,  when  he'd  ne'er  a  shoe 
to  liis  foot.'^ 
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Perhaps  you  were  farmer  Foiest's 
servant  at  that  time/* 

The  man  answered  sulkily,  "  may  be 
he  was,'^  and  coir  traveller  finding  that 
aU  further  mfonnation  was  prematurely 
cut  ^]  pushed  forward  to  the  house  where 
he  determined  to  call  upon  the  master* 

Giving  his  horse  to  his  servant^  he 
opened  the  garden  gate,  and  proceeded 
to  the  entrance  of  the  house,  which  yvaji 
arched  by  a  green  lattice-work,  covered 
with  the  most  luxuriant  woodbine ;  with- 
in the  side  of  the  arch  sat  an  old  man 
whose  forehead  was  bald,  and  whose  hair 
was  white  as  snow,  but  whose  neat  dress 
and  tall  spare  figure  immediately  pro- 
claimed the  good  sergeant,  two  very  fine 
little  boys,  with  each  a  strait  twig  in  his 
hand  stood  opposite  the  old  man  going 
through  their  military  exercise ;  and  a 
little  girji  that  could  scarcely  walk  stood 
between  his  legs* 

.  The  gentleman  perceived  that  the  old 
man's  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  children. 
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and  that  hU  st^s  were  unheftrd,  he  there* 

fore  stood  still  to  admire  the  group  before 
him,  when  a  light  foot  proceeding  from 
the  house,  claimed  his  attention  i  it  was 
a  iieat»  handsome  young  woman,  who 
came  to  take  the  youngest  child,  and  at 
the  same  time,  in  a  tone  of  great  tender- 
ness, she  exhorted  the  old  man  to  come 
into  the  house,  and  <^red  her  disen- 
gaged  arm  to  assist  hiou  . 

I  will  only  stop  here  till  William's 
return,'^  said  he. 

^<  But,  my  dear  Sir,  William  may 
be  halt*  an  hour,  you  know  he  will 
drive  my  mother  round  the  meadows 
as  usual,  and  then  have  to  carry  her  out 
of  the  chair  into  the  bouse,  and  come 
home,  and  meantime  the  dews  will  be 
falling,  and  you  will  take  cold. 
.  ■  "  Come  then,  my  young  soldiers,  we 
will  go  in,'\8aid  the  old  man,,  for  I  am 
sure  your  mother  is  always  right.  I  will 
hear  you  your  prayers,  and  then  it  will 
be  bed*time  for  us  tiiree*^' 
.  Tlie  children  joyfully  asseptedt  but  ia 
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closing  the  door,  the  little  party  per^ 
OTiV9d.tii#  fltmnger,  who  was  <WUrlMDsly 
invitodiDf  and  be£wre  he  w w  seated^ tlw 
feltixii  of  the  iiiMter  of  the  house  wa* 
aDnouncedy  accompanied  by  Charles  i  sa 
tfiat  the  gentieman  fomid.faiaQself  al^oiMM 
in  th«  pudft  of  the  peoj)^  he  iuid  eahiestly 
*  desired  to  see.  '  ~  ' 
V,  Jie  ibund  Imnwlf  accosted  by  William^ 
wStin.  aimple'courteqry  wUdi  ar«M 
tioa^  the  benevoloQce  of  his  nature,  and 
that  seL&possession  and  civility,  which 
lie  ind^-ao^irsd .  Stem  hk  ^  intercMrsa 
wiA^the.  w^rld}  and  on  mentioning  dia 
name^  o£4hen^  nmt)|ial  irienil,  all  parties 
appeared,  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
eadi:  oilier^  ,  and  tibe^  tasnSlm-  easfly  iio^ 
cqrted-^the>  rafreshment  offered  to  h^ 
and  which  was  soon  extended  to  cobp 
nected  with  him.  The  neatness  of  JVlary's 
lume^  and  taUiBf-^evin  'bar-  isomeliiifaai 
im  anzioua  desire  to  render  her..giiasi 
comfortable^  aU  spoke  in-  her  f^our  | 
and  it  was  evident  that  in  the  praises 
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(lie  prul&  nod  b\sm»g  of  his  ^xtstance ; 

Ihti  bis  •ctiir«  mmI  fi^eqiModpi  £i* 
ligfiHg  life^nfw  rand^red  awefi&i>y  Hum 
<a»ftWflfi..  PcQsp^t-^  bad  wit^  WiUiam 
^jMM.  M  fCgolM)^  though  nfidfy,  and 
ao  one  sudden  stroke  o£  fivtua*  lisd 
IMlbAd  iH»  Aft  ift       luaiBAuis  ^ew 

pf  his  ex^^^ions*  aod^  bis  haziness 
ptoc^ndfld  fiNMn.  bis .  frnm-  of  bslping 

tIkiM  hfi  Jfllinil.1  iUA.  msMiMfe  iHZiinr  naft 

fit  ijidulgdnce  ste£^^  at  proper  imter** 
Mb.  tuM  inr  tlttiiMnsilt  liii  wlMtkA 
MASdTontMmBA  ittiriL  hjiiHtfinritWiiii  hiiiiii 
jusa  a»d  in  benfivolfiiiC€L{.  hia  cooudfib 
^tfi  care  of  all  wbo  wiere  uoderi  hii&t  ofxd 
iIm  iMiiiniliifiii  fao  Alnraflkdwviii  ltt.M^ 
tfliul  fKR0tMtio»  .to  ih«.  hgmftffiMi  4Mui 
hflly^ftifti  .^r  tok  imftMct  ,tbe  weUi^incUoftdt 
had  jgaiued  liiim  the  goocUwilL  of  aU»  and 
*te  fpBtitade.  of  mfnjii  f»d  a»  Mos 

Ttuiim  lilh  >faad  litelir  Mmiinid  A  QOl^ 
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siderable  accession  of  property,  from  the 
death,  of  a  distant  telatioii»  hemnr  mm 
ody  a  dbeping-paiteirf  and-  that  ftmm 
he  uaadr  so  wcU*  zested  aaiely  im  -  li» 
hands.  of  WiUiam.  Chaiiea.  waa  also'  ae 
acting.  pairtner«  and  a  very  useful  one 
in  his  own  department,  a»  he  instmoted 
the  women  and  children,  who  now  consti- 

t«led.s.ce«;ideMlileMF*  HeMlalriy 
married  tiMfannei^  daughter,  and  iMd 
obhimidr  a-  handwemt'  legaeyr  frew-  the 
deadi  of  Six.  iieiify?8.-«othflr,  who  had 
been  ■  touched  witb  the  ccnembraaiee  of 
her  brother's  tooJoag  jileiayed  repentsmce  ( 
but.  tiie  baronet  himself  had  found  so 
taany'  ^ngsi.  in:  wliieb.if-  If  posribie  to 
riiia^pate  ft;aobie.  fbrtwi^.thait  he  had 

been  unahJeL  to:  SBese  Ghaiiaff>  anv  £atm 
ther  an^stanoei  aadl  a^pxesent  he  ba4 
yetyi  little  intecceane  with  dte^  Aun^ 
though  the  female,  part  of  it  often 
wished  him  well,'  msii  gave  a^  to 
Ms'eai^eafiWngs;. 
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r  Jfxank  waa  gpiiig  on^  prosperously'  with 
his  schaolfiand  as  Charles  had  removed, 
hevlMipl  ther  sfttiifiiefckm  of  funriiliiiig  kw 
iuMweiiiandioinelyt  -^guging  a  gogd^  sar* 
vanW  *iuuL '.Meiog.  his  lexcelleat  mott^ 
well  dresMd  in  her  little  parlour,  to  weU 
OMM  .liMB 'flftar  tha.-iil»qnsi0£.the!da3r 
wiUk^  kar  uaiud  dieafiibiesst  but  as  she 
had  lately  become  a  little  Jame  with  the 
rheuiBatism»  to  which,  the  extradrdinafy 
Wiolm  oi^*  iMr  .'ibnMr  days.;  skibjected 
her,  it  waa  thfi^latidablaL'CiiBtaiii  of  gj^liAr 
William  or  Charles^  to  take  her  ovtin 
the  gig»  which  .jdiey  I»pt  .feh^lM^ 
veUw^;Ci«r«iy:eflr«iiiiig.  iJQ6mm  didi  tkiqr 
drixe  dowja  theJaae.dowQ.wheDe  .William 
b^d  followed  her  first,  a  tired,  hungry, 
awdmis,  ^fetched  kioking  boyiLtimtiilMl 
Bot  wkem  to.  Uy;lw..heiul|  idciipasfr  li^ 
tlie  cottage  where,  they jhad.  known  mjany 
a.  scanty  meal  and  many  a  sorrowful 
hour;  and.ftr  firom  renenring  thdt |nat 
days  with  fidse  shamab  th^^^uod  only 
in  such  remembrances^  new  food  for' 


t 

Digitized  by  Google 


TALES  OF  TH£  PRIOEy.  993 

tibankfulness  to  God  and  new  ii\centiv€S 
for  goodness  to  his  creatures. 

liroiil  thft  auccett  b£  the  JBanu^ 
been  jiroduGtive  oi*  a  great  accessioii  :of 
business  to  the  .husband .  oil  Betse/* .  who 
was  now  the  mother  of.  several .  children, 
and  like,  her  brother^  in  a  state .  of  grow- 
ing prosperity ;  and  ^  great  a  favorite. as 
•rar  i¥ith  .tb^  gobid  sergeant,  -wlto  vinted 
Imt'  as  freoiuaiitly  .asi  tiiei  jijTicyfai.^iWr  in* 
firmit^  of  .bis  age  penottted»  beiMg.clit$ui 
taken  down  by  J!d|:«..or  Mrs*  Tboraolifih 
in  their  carriage.  .  ;  .  -  ./ 
•  This  worthy  coUple.  were  noW  fully  re- 
stored to  the  place  they  once  held  in 
society^  and  time^.  as  well  as  borrow, 
having  tamed  the  spirits  of  Mr.  Thoro^ 
cW^p  he  ibund  in  the  occupations. offered 
by  his  rising  family,  the  society  of  a  few 
ctear  friends^  and  the  inspection  .  of  his 
flourttiiing  manufactory,  that  \m  mind, 
time»  and  fortune^  wese.  happily  employed; . 
His  GQtt^nc  attentions       paid  at  the 
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Rectory^  vA^ee  Mr»  and  Mrs*  Qreville 
tdU  fenulady  although  tka^isnMr  waa 
obtiged  to  confide  miicb  of  hia  parackial 
duty  to  his  curate,  and  like  ^  •  shock  of 
eom  growB  Mfy  ripe,''  via  Mijr  to 
|MMM  isto  the  heawnly  garaca; 

Hhia.  in£EinnatioA  isesfiectinii  .ail  the 
parties  heretofore  mentioned,  passed  iu 
tioinpinatioii  tn  tiw  aMning  aftar  tiv 
gmttoaMMs^i  aninalr  wIm  ihaviiv.  bcw 
8atisi«d  the  more  iasmpdiatft  objects  of 
his  benevolent  curioaity,  enquired^  if 
the  di  wob  iMve  aa  «aB  ireqaaatad  -  aa  in 
Mr.  GreviUe's  more  active  4dafla9'^  . 

I  think  even  better*^  was  the 
aaswen 

Then  yon  kaT#  no  MethacUate 

amongst  you  now 

Oh  yes !  I  believe  the  greater  part 
6f  ottr  people  go  ta  tbe  Maalng,  btA 
they  are  none  of  tham  bigolady  so  ttal 
they  neither  quarrel  with  their  meighbours, 
nor  render  their  own  families  unhappy  by 
that  excess  of  zeal  whu&  is  IM  i^t  to 
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^heStiBLt  ^  oWB  wkh«^  and  I  hav«  th^ 
h^{){>ittefi»  of  s^3^irg  XhAlt  We  fabV^  not  si 

single  piMti^m  abcuaft  tite  l^bfe.'* 

f)(dflt  Ike  fmame  iA  Whidk  M&j^ 
thiiy  X  condudd  that  y«ll  «$&»fiSd^  £iilbu«> 
fiiaitlH  an  either  p<riilitis  ot  religion,  t&  be 
l&ev^ble^  commum^eis  of  WdlrtenSfrf^ 
«  I  Certainly  do  ^ncludife  thtiich  think- 
ing aiid  talkkig  on  tb^^  im]^id»rtant  sab- 
JeetiB,  a  /^/te^a/  if  nol  aii  i^MMMfr  tmHi 

classes  of  society  so  totally  distinct  firdm 
i^i^tniists^  or  medijEttiidSt  whdse  bodily 
IfidMHii:  absorbs  powieris  reflection, 
that  in  all  laws  and  re^ntatidns  made 

•  « 

for  thieir  use,  ttie  ^ant^  aild  biM  of  their 
tiSittdi  mgH  t9  h6  iind  in  <6Bp€iM  re- 
lAeUlbhnk!^^-  A  nMAI  Wko^liba  iiiyundiiiu^  . 
ef  .tkne  iiMr  ex^rddng  his  r^tsoning 
powers^  and  yet  very  Httle  knowledge 
irom  which  to  draw  inference^  and  nro- 
ceed  to  conclusions,  will  be  apt  to  fdlMw 
the  few  ideAs  he  has  to  lAost  unwarrant- 
able  tengths,  and  proceed  in  lioine  ^as^ 
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tQ  V0f7  unwiie  deductiaiui^  and  it  is  most 
deainihte  ior  Aiich  meo  to  fix%iqpoii  that 
which  is  of  so  auich  imjportaace  to  aU^ 
and  whicbj  while  it  ever  re^nes  ^them 
from  the  gro88ii6i6' to  whioh  poverty  is 
M  apt  to  sink  in  its  eojoyioeiitiy:  supports 
tl}em  through  difficulties^-  and  consoles 
tliem  in  sufferings  You  know^  Sir,  from 
tlie  fiiati  the  Qospd  vm  proacfaed  to  the 
poor  pttTticuhurlyt  and  of  these.  I,  i«oijd4 
sajt  it  is  most  desirable  to  the  fhmkifig 
poor/'  •  :.  •  •  , 
-  ^  TruCy  it  is  iar  i>etter  for  i^  maii  to 
sp^od  his  time  in  mending  his  own  man- 
ners at  the  Meeting,  than  in  hammering 
at  the  constitution  in  an  alehouse;, .  to 
injure  his  fittnily,  and  mislead  his  wif^ 
hours:  but  yet  I  have -my  doid>ts  as  to 
any  permanently  good  effecU  .being :  pro- 
duced, by  ignorance  acting  upon  zeal ; 
and  I  have  witnessed  such  eKc^ssive 

m 

MipeistitioOt  insolent  familiarity  in  their 
addresses  to  the  Most  High,  such  a  spirit 

«f  calamny  sod  anti-cbntitan  <ieiirafe 
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towards  other  people,  that  although  I 
am  well  aware  iJiere  is.  a  leaven  of'  good, 
^yesl  -of  the  good  amongst  the  Me« 
thodistSy)  yet  I  think  if  I  were  in  your 
plac^  I  should  discourage  them,  and 
hold  my  workmen  closely^  to  their  own 
chnrdi  only/'  ^  - 

M  i  belie?e  my  power  extends  only  to 
the  preventing  an  increase  of  preachers, 


I 

liaving  persuaded  many  young  speakers, 
.  that  it  is  one  thing  to  turn  a  plate,  and 
another  to  explain  a  text  >  besides,  I  am 
•convinced  that  no  great  good  is  evmr 
•ckme^  without  a  portion  of  that  warm 
interest,  and  awakened  anxiety, .  you, 
Sirt  would  call  Enthusiasm*  To  this  dis- 
position in  myself  to  love  and  aid  the 
cause  of  a  people  to  whom  I  was  linked 
early  in  life,  I  may  add  that  they  are 
altogetbw  80  much  improfved,  that  the' 
same  faults  which  disgraced  them  then  are 
now  not  to  be  found/' 

o  S 
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I  am  glad  to  hear  it  from  on«  so  ctti- 
did  and  judicious.** 

M  Oh,  Sir!  the  folly,  vulgarity,  and 
wapeintitioBp  whiek  I  witncnad  aa  a  boy, 
would  not  be  tokrated  now  by  the  lowe^ 
of  the  sect  I  weU  remember  at  that 
time,  when  Mr.  M  »  became  one  of 
our  people  he  actually  taught  himself  a 
^  vile  phraseology,  and  th^  meanest 
vincialisms,  to  prove  his  humility  and 
fitness  fi>r  teaching  tlia  brethren;  attd 
once,  poor  man.  when  he  was  praying  ibr 
iroA  lungsb  poor  J^ohnuy  ii— ,  a  cut- 
ler, clapping  him  on  the  back  cried  out. 
^  rteel  ones,  myriad,  steel  one^  why  ivm 
crack." 

^<  An  admirable  specimen  of  a  teachdr 
truly.*' 

I  remember  too,  listening  with 
agoninising  curiosity  to  an  old  preacher, 
who  told  lis  with  the  utmost  simplicity, 
that  tihe  preceding  night,  bemg  vehe* 
mently  at  prayer  in  the  lutein  of  the 
house  where  he  had  lodged,  in  the  dead  ot 
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uigbt  i  th$!^  at  leDgtli,  lie  heard  deep 
groan  hom  Satan,  wiio  fiwiid  thai  his 
anqoiire  »  tbat  faouw  wm  tiMkisg,  Md 

It  l^xigihf  added  he^  <  bekoki  tlie  Devil 
himself,  in  the  form  of*  a  great  black  dog, 
ilidkad  forth  firo«i  oMtor  tba  dreawr,  on 
wliicb  X  went  to  my  chamber  njoicing/ 
The  per£icfc  belief  o£  Joseph  io  this  appa- 
rition, contracted  with  the  quiet  scep- 
tidsa  oi  Betty,  detemined  me  to  visit 
th#  ai^ul  seaoe  of  the  hwie&t  preacher's 
nmrfare,  where  the  first  thing  I  beheld, 
ivas  a  noble  house  dog,  with  nothing 
aboafc  Urn  of  the  Prince  of  Darkness, 
aave  the  colour  of  his  coat;  but  these 
things  are  all  done  away  with  now,  and 
that  worse  sin  ef  uncharitableness,  of 
wMdi  yott  spoke.  Sir,  iiulesako  before 
the  light  of  general  knowledge,  which 
these  people  take  every  possible  means  of* 
diffiising/'  , 
^  Then»  I  apprehend^  you  bave  etta- 
biished  a  school  in  your  vill^e 
:    Feeling,  (as  I  must  do,)  the  value 

06 
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of  education,  I  could  not  rest  till  some- 
tiling  of  that  kiad 

Mn  Tomliaioiip  mMx.  Tbonw 

clifie,  and  hoih  our  good  pastors,  gave 
liberal  aid,  we  have  now  a  very  flou-« 
ikhing  MtaUielMMiity  in  wUeh  not  only 
^tbo  poofoit  Cihildm  wo*  tau^tp'  but 
the  young  people  in  the  manufactory 
are  enabled  to  improve  themselves  on 
paying  a  triflet  which  preyentt  them  Seom 
feeling  that  degxadatioa  which  chanty  is 
supposed  to  inflict.  We  are  indebted  for 
ihe  plan  we  foUow,  and  all  our  regula* 
tioos '  to  Mr;  Edgewortfa^  wfaoai  succeM 
in  ^eiand  exceeds*  I  understand*  even 
that  of  his  Ijtte  celebrated  father/* 

But  are  you  not  perpetually  thwarted 
by  the  parents  9f  the  children  ?  is  not 
your,  good*  evil  spoken  of  continually 
And  do  you  not  mistrast  even  the  effect 
of  your  endeavours 

.  By  no.meansi  I  think  pai^ttal  learn- 
ing firequently  does  hurt*  but  universal 
learning  must  benefit  the  community*  as 
well  as  open  the  path  to  individual  hap 
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{ftiiMMS  and'  utfliity* '  I  treat  all  the  peo- 
ple aroimdme  as  iBembers  of  one  la]:ge 
family^  and  from  the  interest  I  take  in 
their  welfare^  although  some  may  be 
wayward,  yet  evmtually,  aU  are  drawn 
into  my  plan,  and  in  many  instances,  the 
moBi  obfltinate  opponents  contribute  now 
towards  its.  support  and  — ♦  • 

*  The  smiior  ttmct  help  giving  here  the  letter  of  a 
htmi  on  the  subject  of  natioiiel  schools,  whidi,  though 

written  merely  in  the  frankness  of  epistolary  chit-chat, 
^^ontains  remarks  well  worthy  the  attention  of  those  who 
afe  anfxiousto  dogood. 

-  ^Ihove-bMiUfttCNrolflgtodwanaudnie^ 
national  school,  whm  I  have  been  idtness  to  a  Ittliecbi* 

cumstance,  which  has  not  raised  my  opinion  of  Messrs.  the 
Uuman  l^eoies*  The  people  who  conduct  the  school  are 
a  mpeetdde  couple  about  thirty,  acthre^  sieahnis^andTeiy 
'«enaMe  of  the  Importance  of  the  cause  in  which  thqr  af« 
'engaged.   They  brought  their  respective  children  forward 
for  examination  in  all  the  honest  pride  of  conscious  suc- 
*  oesB,  and  after  a  great  many  &ie  speeches  from  the  gen- 
'tleinea  stent  the  ben^NiIeaee  <»f  the  m^ittiitm,  and 
many  compliments  to  each  other  on  their  great  charity 
and  kindness,  the  woman  was  permitted  to  bring  in  her 
train  of  little  ones,  and  begin  the  work  of  examination. 
She  was  leading  them  successively  through  the  various 
fatanches  of  theur  edncatioiii  with  a  eonntenanee*  er. 
presrive  of  the  mingled  ftefiags  of  pride  and  pleasure, 
tempered  by  those  of  anxiety  and  fear,  (which  must 
ever  acconspany  such  a  task,)  and  proving  beyond  aU 

■ 
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William  wm  interrupted  fay  a  message 
from  Chades»  sayings  ^  that  a  grand 


dottbt,  the  indefatigable  seal  with  which  ihe  bad  ptose- 
CQCed  her  Uboias  in  the  tervlde  of  tfeiead  pMT  410- 

dren;  when  in  the  very  midst  of  thdr  explanation 
of  their  religious  duties  and  scriptural  knowledge,  (on 
whiob  flhe  had  bestowed  her  greatest  pains)  one  q£  these 
men  tteppei  up  ta  her,  and  without  aqr  deUcaqr  or  ftelp 
Ii^gy  showed  her  a  piece  of  paper  on  which  was  written, 
*do  you  not  think  we  have  had  enough  of  this?'  I  saw 
the  *  iron  enter  into  her  soul/  her  voice  fell,  the  glow  of 
hoaeat  pride,  hope,  and  antid^ated  tiiuniph ,  was  instantly 
anahaBged  £p€  the  pallid  faoa  and  trnphliig  Hp  nf  diiip' 
pointment  and  bitter  noortification.  She  had  been  woriDBg 
early  and  late,  for  some  tune  before  the  meeting,  to  pre- 
pare her  children's  minds  for  tha trial;  thflf  had  even  for- 
gotten their  laaaU  in  their  anideljF  fi»  a  aredilahki  cook 
arfnation.  All  this  waa  naadered  nugatoi^r  in  the  very 
moment  of  expected  success,  by  a  stupid  man,  who 
knowing  nothing  of  the  toil  and  difficulty  wliich  attend 
the  task  this  poor  woman  had  to  perform,  aodfindiag 

$pe&An  ware  over,  lifaua  anatched  fixM  her  tiie  Ugfaeat 

gratification  she  could  receive,  the  general  approbation  of 
bar  vauoua  employerB^  and  the  encouragement  of  hm 
piipib. 

^  Thq^  aH  preaeady  withdbew  in  saenee  and  d^aelian 

and  I,  seeing  the  working  of  their  minds,  (the  mistress's 
especially),  went  down  after  them,  and  found  half  the 
poor  gsUk  in  tears,  and  she  in  the  midst  of  then;  the 
nmaenftaha  peeodfod  tha  eaacand  I  hadeoaeupont  Ae 
burst  into  a  suffocating,  convulsive  fit  of  cr}'ing  herself, 
^nd  I  had  a  great  deal  to  do  to  restore  her  to.  composure; 


• 
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ofeer^  (he  tboogbt  he  was  a  Geoeral,) 
having  heard  by  chaaee^  thai-  mtgmat 

Hallam  was  aiive^  waa  oouuog  to  the 
house  to  see  him. 


Her  fears,  she  afterwards  said,  *  were,  lest  such  repul- 
sive discouragemgiit  should  damp  the  ardour  of  her 
gbildrffli  «i  ibe  Ms  nire  it  would  do  hm  mmuj^  this  1 
endeavoured  to  convince  her,  her  better  Mue  md  well- 

hi^ber  for  ber  recompence,  when  she  bed  dnljr  mi  tem- 
perately weighed  the  real  nature  and  importance  of  the 
ofIice,and  perceived  the  good  she  was  doing  would  remain, 
and  operate  beaeficiaU/i^  when  all  her  mortifications  were 
passed  awajr*  •     ^  - 

To  you»  ay  tar  fiMni^  Ibii  Inddenl  wi)l  not  be 
whollj  miiitemtii^  tboii|^  mv  deierlption  of  it  oMijbe' 
tediooft ;  jroa  will,  \rith  ne^see  Mie  danger  tfwrenia^  bebu 
thus  coldly  damping  the  best  mff^of  owp  natnres,  and 
checking  the  flow  of  real  and  active  benevolence  in  its 
course.  This  good  woman  and  her  respectable  helpmate, 
bad  done  infinitely  more  ttian  all  the  members  of  the 
meeting  put  together,  for  it  is  a  far  easier  tbiqg  to  take 
a  bank  note  ftoni  die  pockety  than  it  is  to  ibaw  oat 
Ao  atels  eftfie  long  n^eMd  bimanadnd~t»b»' 
manise  a  being  brought  up  for  ten,  twelve,  or  fourteen 
years,  in  ignorance  and  brutality,  and  make  him  duly 
sensible  of  the  value  of  instruction^  discipline  and  good 
habits."  , 

As  this  long  note  contains  the  sattkneats  of  a  ladjr, 

entitle  ber  observations  to  serioui  attendon^  we  trust 

i^ology  is  unnecessary. 
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bis  aiiHomicemeat  j  he  was  a  good  look- 

lug  man  turned  of  Mty,  his  lady  hung 
upon  his  arm,  she  appeared  in  delicate 
haaitbf  and  oppressed  by  some  drcum- 
stance  which  affected  her  by  painful 
recollection.  The  old  sergeanty  (brought 
in  by  Williatn,)  obeyed  their  summotia 
with  somewhat  of  the  promptitude  of  his 
better  days  but  he  did  not  recollect^  as 
it  appeared,  either  the  name  or  the  per- 
son of  the  General,  who  was  evidently 
'  struck  by  the  changes  time  had  made  in 
his  venerable  Ibroi,  and  moved  by  recol- 
lections connected  with  him. 

So^  my  good  sergeant,  you  know 
nothing  of  General  Mountmorris?  but 
I  think  you  cannot  have  forgotten  Lieu- 
tenant  Fdwis  ?  though  many  years  have 
i*oUed  over  us :  many  suns  have  withered 
us  since  we  met.'* 
••..Remember!  ah.  Sir!  I  remember 

« 

you  wdl,  and  your  beautiful  young  wife, 
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that  you  ran  away  .witbi  and  your  aw^t 
little  boy,  and  — , 

Hush,^'  said  the  General,  holding  up 
his  finger,  while  struggling  to  command 
himaeUi  he  tiirped  gaily  to  his  lady,  say* 
ing,  Here  you  see  her  still,  not  quite 
so  young  or  so  as  you  have 

known  her^  but  as  dear  as. ever;  and 
still,  as  fond  of  being  near  her  hus- 
band, as  when  you  furnished  her  with  the 
a^bans  of  ibiiowiiig  him  in  the  wilds  of 
America.^' 

The  lady,  unable  to  speak  trom  the 
emotion  awakened  by  remembering  a 
scene  of  severe  ra&rihg,  and  a  child  no 
lovger  in  existence,  put  out  her  hand 
to  the  sergeant,  who  respectfully  kissed 
it,' and,  perhaps/ mioisfeaied  it  with  the 
tears  which  mixed  sensations  of  pleasure 
and  sympathy  had  gathered  in  his  eyes, 
for  he  weU  remembered  the  hour  (though 
many  similar  scenes  had  been  witnessed 
by  him)  when  this  lady,  a  young  "and 
lovely  wcmat^  a  tender  wife,  and  doating 


moAvi  struggling  with  tJmt  poytrty 
which  is  too  generally  ^  attendant  on 
aiarriages  of  this  description,  in  the  hour 
of  muMfw  aMgiit  firom  Us  humble  aid, 
tha  mtetia  of  ref^M^  ^  wouided 
huabandt 

The  General^    fearful  that  the  de» 

sboidd  tufiar^  from  an  cmotioa  which 
he  fek  too  affecting  fyr  himself^  en* 
deavoured  to  i^ake  it  from  tbedi  all^  bjr 
exclaimiiigy  » 

Well»  aaqpeaaty  you  must  have  con- 
cludcid  me  a  great  scoundreii  never  to 
have  repaid  yoa  ihe  ginMm^  whidb  yoa 
then  lent  te  Mana»  eiq>eeiailyas  th^  ^ 
aUed  her  to  reach  me^  and  her  cares 
undoubtedly  preserved  my  life  that 
yen  once  befora  laeeil  ii  fim  the  thrast 
of  a  Yankee  bayoneti  I  faav^  litlte  to  say^ 
(though  your  arm  suffered  for  it,)  because 
thatis  in  the  course  of  things  with  us 
Mldicri  i  buUhal  you  ettptsedyoitr  puree 
q£  its  kst  shilling  to  mnd  the  distiacted 
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wi£b  q£  a  |mir  AieutMwant  to  im  dj^ing 
Imdband)  that  yew 

Tbft  Oeaoria  mBtd^mfy  <9k/oppeA,  mi 

had  cauight  hia  fiye^  for  that  eje  was 

m. 

I  heard  erf"  your  Honoiir^  baing  in 
the  JSaat  Indira  alMiyt  a  doamya^ 
and  very  glad  I  was  to  find  that  Madam 
una  with  yon/* 

^  I  waa  with  fain*.  anA  oawttal  amm 
dient*V»id  Mnk,MoimtoMrrii$;  ^  but  akal 
we  rrtuirned  grievously  beiieaved  to  taha. 

of  «iieriMte^<Mi«akmger 


Of 

MT 

enjoy/' 

^  Do  notsay  so^  my  lov^ ior  we  hava 
preserved  a  little  grandson  from  the 
wmkf  and  tha  wwld  witt  provide  nt 
many  ohildran  on  whom  to  bettaw  super* 
duous  wealth*  Sergeant*  you  must  visit 
our  little  Indian  blossom^  you  love 
dnldren^  I  knoRir*^ 

The  sergeant  shook  liia  hcad#  • 
True^  my  friend^  His  time  to  give 
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